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My feet are wet. I have waded into the office of President,
worked with the new Council, swam against some waves, and
have not YET drowned. Some of the Council members are
experienced, so they are able to guide me as I stumble through
the first few meetings. Pastor Dan gave m a “8” on my first
excursion into my new role. We had our Council Planning
meeting last month and it's exciting to be a part of the many new
things happening at Our Redeemer.
If you have not seen the work that has been done around
Justin's Ark, please stop and look. If you have not seen a few
new people attending service, please stop and greet them. If you
are not aware of the 'buzz' around church, please stop and
listen, as many folks are working on new (and old) ideas that will
benefit the entire congregation. I hope you have been at an
alternative service and seen how seeds blossom into flowers.
Music Director Wayne and Pastor are already discussing the
Christmas services, and it's only August. The term 'long range
planning' has been used at every meeting, and is evident in the
way the new Council is looking forward.
I will share more detailed information as the months
unfold, so be sure to read the Messenger's Voice. I am available
to any member or newcomer for advice, given or taken, and will
try to work to improve the function of the Council, with the help
of Pastor Dan and Melissa. Enjoy the few last weeks of summer,
travel safely, and we'll see you in church.
God Bless everyone at Our Redeemer.
John Torelli
Council President
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Spotlight On.....Linda DeBraccio
Linda was elected to serve as our Worship & Music Trustee and will be responsible for
working with Pastor, Wayne and the choir to see that our worship each Sunday and during the
holiday seasons is celebrated according to the guidelines and traditions set by the ELCA. She
also does our children's sermon each week at the 9 am service. Although they are called
“children's sermons”, the adults enjoy them as much as the kids.
Linda was born on Long Island where she attended a Lutheran Church until she went off
to college in the Finger Lakes area, where she met Gregg. Linda and Gregg have been married
for 26 years and have one child, Alex, who we have watched grow into a fine young man. Linda
has been in the banking industry for 17 years and likes to read and travel. This past February,
she and Alex enjoyed a week in London, England as well as two days in Iceland.

Summer isn't quite over yet, but it is
time to start thinking about our annual
German Fest being held on Sunday,
September 18th. Sign up sheets and
advance sale tickets will be available
soon, but in the meantime, the Youth
Group would like to remind you that
they will be setting up a table (or two)
to sell "gently used" costume jewelry. They did this during
the Strawberry Fest, and made almost $200 profit!! If you
have items you would like to donate to the sale, please
place them in the collection box on the piano in the
Fellowship Hall.

The Messenger's Voice
is published monthly
(except for combined July/August edition)

by

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
130 S. Reynolds Street
Scotia, NY 12302
(518) 393-5031
www.OurRedeem er.cc
ORLC@ nycap.rr.com
Staff: Pastor
Rev. Daniel M. May
Music Director
Wayne Hawkins
Administrative Assistant
Melissa Jerreld
Nursery Director
Jessica Rossler
Sexton
Richard Tessitore
Deadline for copy: The Sunday
of the m onth prior to the last
Friday of the m onth. See church
calendar in this edition for date.
Editor reserves the right to edit
for content & space.

Large print edition
available upon request,
call 393-5031.

3 The Messenger’s Voice

September 2016

A Message From the Pastor
Some days my mind wanders because it
is full of random thoughts. That may not be
surprising for some of you. Looking at our
calendar of events this month, some seem
rather random when compared with others.
Unlike those random thoughts in my head,
though, our events here share a common
purpose and theme: Serving Jesus!
Rally Day is September 11th this year! It's
time to come back to worship (resuming 2
services at 9 and 11) and Sunday School with
new curriculum! As part of this day we'll be
celebrating what we do as God's people here
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. We'll
have people from our various ministries and
leaders sharing what they do and why and
how they do it! Come out, bring friends as we
thank God for all the ways we have been
blessed!
September 11th is also the 15th
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks in NY, the
Pentagon, and in Shanksville, PA. We will
remember this event and all those touched by
this tragedy in our prayers at worship, and
with a community service later that day. Look
for that info at the end of this article.
September 18th is our annual German
Fest. Plans are well underway for this fun
and familiar event! Definitely a time to bring
friends and neighbors to eat and dance and
carry on some!
There is a Bike & BBQ being planned for
early October. There is a Youth Retreat with
area churches Sept 16-18. Reformation
Sunday, October 30th, will be a day to
celebrate the confirmation of two of our young
women. There are committees meeting and
the new Mentor group beginning. There are
projects being planned and projects getting
done. Life is good here at Our Redeemer,
and it is about to get a whole lot busier.
But busy-ness doesn't make us any
better or more faithful, does it? Just because
we are running full tilt doesn't mean we are

serving Jesus well. Sometimes in our effort
to be busy, we miss the point of why we are
called. We are called, by Jesus, to serve, to
reach out, to be Jesus people that share the
Good News of God's love and grace, or to
take time to experience that love and grace.
So I encourage you to come to worship come back if you've been away for a while, or
keep worshiping here often. Join a Sunday
School class, or ministry team, or come to
Bible Study on Wednesdays. Take time
regularly at home or during lunchtime at work
to read Scripture or a devotional book. Ask a
spouse, friend, or child a faith question. Pray
for the world, our political candidates, your
family and community. Pray for random
things - God can sort them out, and you don't
even need to tell God exactly how to do
things, even if you think you are making his
job easier.
Take part in the faithfully random things
going on at Our Redeemer this month. Take
part in the faith-building things here and on
your own (prayer, Scripture, etc.). And
through all these things serve Jesus the best
ways you can!
~Pastor Dan

The Water’s Edge Lighthouse will hold
it’s annual 9/11 Tribute Ceremony on Sunday,
September 11th at 5 pm. Local police & fire
departments as well as military personnel are
included in the ceremony, which is held
outside at their memorial site.
Please
consider attending this special event on the
15th anniversary of the attacks on September
11, 2001.
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From our Worship Trustee
Even if no one in your family is heading
back to school right now, you can't miss that
September is a time of new beginnings and at
Our Redeemer we have changes too.
Worship resumes two services at 9 am and
11 am on September 11th which is also Rally
Day. Rally Day is a good day to check out
the tables to see what's happening at church.
Stop by the Worship table to find out how to
help out during worship, as a greeter, reader
or other role. Everyone has a gift to share.
Some roles are more "behind the scenes", if
that's more to your taste! If you are a regular
volunteer, look for the assignment sheets
soon. I have a mailbox near the S. Reynolds
Street entrance if you have a question about
worship or how to help.
Linda DeBraccio
Worship & Music Trustee

Generosity Project
Several months ago, I wrote about how
the apostle Paul gave special praise to the
newly-founded churches in ancient
Macedonia, which were neither large nor
wealthy, for their extremely generous giving
for the relief of the saints in Jerusalem. (2
Corinthians 8:1-7). These acts of unselfish
benevolence almost 2,000 years ago serve
as the inspiration for our Generosity Project,
which is a joint effort of our Upstate Synod
and our ELCA Church-wide ministries.
There will be a special Generosity
workshop held at Messiah Lutheran Church
in Rotterdam (2850 Guilderland Avenue) on
Saturday October 15th from 9:30 am - 1 pm.
A flyer describing the program is inserted into
this month's Messenger's Voice. Please see
page
The focus of the program is
multi-generational, so it would be great if we
could have at least two people from each of
4 different age groups attend the program
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(people under 18, young adults starting out,
middle-aged wage earners, and retired
people). It would be very helpful for us at Our
Redeemer if we were able to explore what
constitutes healthy stewardship during each
and every phase of our lives.
It would be truly outstanding if people
from each of the four age groups were
present at this Generosity Project program, so
we could impress the leaders of the Upstate
NY Synod with just how seriously we take our
stewardship at Our Redeemer. Feel free to
send me an e-mail at any time to find out
more about this program; my address is
fhutchison@dsvhlaw.com. Thank you for
your interest!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Cooler Days
Wow!!! Can it really be September
already? Rally Day is just around the corner.
Be sure to visit the Fellowship booth and find
out what fellowship opportunities await you
this year.
The days are getting cooler and now is
the perfect time so show off your baking skills
by hosting coffee fellowship. The coffee is
made on Sunday morning, but fresh baked
treats are always welcome. Instructions for
setting up and cleaning up as well as the sign
up calendar, are posted on the bulletin board
in the Fellowship Hall.
The Book Club will meet on
Friday, September 23rd at Melissa
Jerreld's house beginning at 7 pm.
We will be discussing the book:
"A Man Called Ove"
by Fredrik Backman.
You can find a description of the book at
www.amazon.com.
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The Fellowship Committee will meet on
Wednesday, August 31st, at 7 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. If you have any ideas for
fellowship or want to know more about what
we do, join us on Wednesday, or stop by our
booth on Rally Day.
Gladys Cox
Fellowship Trustee

Let the Fun Begin!
There is so much to look
forward to this program year
and it will be kicked off on
Sunday, September 11th with
Rally Day. This day is not just
for the youth, but the young at
heart as well! The theme is "God's Work,
Our Hands". To celebrate our call to serve,
there will be an interactive mission fair
between the two services so please stop by
each of the booths to learn more about the
service(s) the various ORLC committees
provide to our congregation and the
community. Who knows - you may find an
area you would be interested in volunteering
for!
The teachers will be kicking off new
curriculum the Sunday after Rally Day. Our
hope is the younger children will find the new
curriculum fun which in turn will help them
remember the Bible stories while the older
children learn how the Bible stories relate to
their lives. Randy Jerreld and the “team” of
Walter & Nicole Smith are excited to bring a
new Confirmation curriculum to their students
this year as well.
I am so pleased that
children in grades 4-7 will have
the opportunity to learn to
chime! Wayne Hawkins will be
teaching the children and it is
anticipated that they will chime during special
services. I know I can't be the only one who
has missed the sound of chimes!
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For the adults who are interested in
continuing to grow their knowledge and faith,
it is anticipated that ACES will begin again in
October.
Sharon Mehigan
Education Trustee

Rally Around
Welcome to the beginning of Our
Redeemer's 2016/17 program year. Rally
Day is Sunday, September 11th and you're all
invited to visit the Social Ministry display and
learn about some of the ministry opportunities
we support here at Our Redeemer. Come
and explore the ways we do God’s work with
our hands.
Here are
opportunities:

some

upcoming ministry

• Bethesda sandwiches - come help make
sandwiches for Schenectady's Bethesda
House on Rally Day between services. See
Audrey Chouffi or just show up at the table
near the windows in the Fellowship Hall.
• Salvation Army Soup Kitchen - next serving
time will be Friday, September 9th - contact
Warren Sheldon, BA Hughes or Ron Pucci
if you can help with prep and/or serving.
I would like to thank all of the volunteers
who have helped with the SICM Summer
Lunch Program, Our Redeemer's Friday
Family Lunch Program, Salvation Army Soup
Kitchen and Bethesda sandwich making
during July and August. Thanks for filling the
need and supporting these ministries.
Mike Mehigan
Social Ministry Trustee
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Looking Around the Property

Have you been looking at our property in
and around the church lately? A lot has been
accomplished by our new Garden Club to
beautify our property.
Along with the
Property Committee, the old mulch around
Justin’s Ark was removed, new landscaping
cloth put down and then pea gravel was
added to the area to provide for a much more
kid resistant and fall forgiving surface. Our
benches in the area have been repaired and
placed in positions to allow for easier mowing
and a better view. Some more of the
unsightly messes were cleaned up and many
flowers added to bring color into our gardens.

In addition, we purchased some much
needed maintenance supplies such as hoses,
sprinklers and rakes. We have sold our old
antique Craftsman mower so that it gets
some use rather than gathering rust in the
shed. We will attempt to repair our snow
blower and based on that, decide to keep it or
not.
Have you noticed that you can hear our
bells now? Some wiring was replaced that
failed due to age and weather.
The committee is also working on plans
and a budget to add four parking places to
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the north side of our driveway. The idea is to
provide for parking during the week for Pastor
and Melissa as well as provide for closer
parking for our older members on Sundays.
We are close to having all of the numbers in
hand. As soon as we finalize something, I will
let you know more.
Doug Ives
Property Trustee

WELCA
A few months ago, someone asked me,
"What is WELCA?" WELCA is an acronym
that stands for Women of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America which means
every female who attends Our Redeemer is
considered a member of WELCA. In many
congregations, the WELCA chapter runs the
Fellowship Committee, the quilting groups,
&/or the Social Ministries. Here at Our
Redeemer, the WELCA group runs a bit
differently. We try to meet once a month for
some Bible study and fellowship with a lot of
laughs thrown in. We usually collect at least
one "in-gathering" project per year (like school
kits) and participate in the regional WELCA
events. Here are some upcoming events
open to all:
• Stop by our table on Rally Day to find out
more about our group and plans for the
next year.
• September 13th (6:30 pm) - meeting at
church where we will gather to discuss the
upcoming year and catch up with friends
old and new.
• October 8th - our region meets in Fonda for
a day retreat; registration must be sent in
by September 17th. More details can be
found on the WELCA board in the
Fellowship Hall.
Linda DeBraccio
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Men’s Group
The Men's Group is back for another
year.
To start with, our meeting on
September 8th will be held at Frank Novak's
house. The study will be Ephesians 5:22 6:9. Our meeting on October 13th will be held
at Warren Sheldon's house and the study will
be Romans 8:1-17. If you are a male 18 or
older and want to get involved, come and join
us. You won't be sorry. Any questions
contact me at:
374-4340 or ccox21@nycap.rr.com
Chuck Cox

Churchwide Assembly Update
Voting members of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) approved a
number of key actions during the 2016 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly held in New Orleans
Aug. 8-13. The assembly is the highest
legislative authority of the church.
The 945 voting members:
• Elected William B. Horne II of St. Paul's
Lutheran Church, Clearwater, Fla., vice
president of the ELCA.
• Accepted the "Declaration on the Way," a
unique ecumenical document that marks a
path toward greater unity between
Catholics and Lutherans. At the heart of
the document are 32 "Statements of
Agreement" that state where Lutherans
and Catholics do not have church-dividing
differences on topics about church,
ministry and the Eucharist. The document
also presents the differences that remain.
• Approved AMMPARO - the ELCA's
strategy to Accompany Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and
Opportunities. The ELCA developed this
strategy based on commitments to uphold
and guarantee the basic human rights and
safety of migrant children and their

•

•
•

•

•

families; to address the root causes of
migration in countries from Central
America's Northern Triangle and Mexico
and the treatment of migrants in transit; to
work toward just and humane policies
affecting migrants in and outside the U.S.;
to engage as a church with all of its
companions, affiliates and partners to
respond to the migration situation and its
causes; and to advocate for migrant
children and their families.
Approved the Ministry of Word and Service
roster. Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, ELCA
associates in ministry, deaconesses and
diaconal ministers will be a single, unified
roster of Ministry of Word and Service.
Approved the 2017-2019 budget proposal.
Approved various memorials - or proposals
- from the ELCA's 65 synods. In addition to
memorials considered "en bloc," the
assembly separately approved the
following: deepening relationships with
historic Black churches; toward a
responsible energy future; repudiation of
the Doctrine of Discovery; peace with
justice in the Holy Land; justice for the Holy
Land through responsible investment;
African Descent Lutherans; call to
discernment on U.S. foreign and military
policy; welcoming refugees; and supporting
military personnel, veterans and their
families.
Elected members to serve on: Church
Council, Portico Benefits Services, Mission
Investment Fund, Augsburg Fortress,
Committee on Appeals, Committee on
Discipline and Nominating Committee.
Adopted amendments to the ELCA
Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing
Resolutions.

Legislative updates are available at:
download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20
Repository/Legislative_Updates_for_the_20
16_Churchwide_Assembly.pdf
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Birthdays

9/01
9/01
9/01
9/03
9/04
9/04
9/05
9/05
9/05
9/11
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/19
9/20
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/29
9/30

Mackenzie Chapman
Nora Guzewich
Dan O'Connor
Izabella Riegel
Doug Ives
Peter Nowak
Norman Dion
Linda Nowak
Gabriela Thiele
Thomas Schettine
Connor Weatherwax
Emma Riegel
Betty Brown
Glenn Adams
Margaret Navarette
Peter Guzewich
Roseann Flanders
Kathy Salerno
Michael Taylor
Cameron McKenna
Ken Larsen
Chris Stecher
Ruth Stecher
Lisa Shaffer
Daniel White
Julie Boulette
Patrick Teller
Susan Rainey (Wills)
Doris Hering
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10/15
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/18
10/18
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/29
10/29

Emily Mehigan
Kayla Mehigan
Joseph Bellomo
Debra Jablonski
Ed Kaufmann, Jr.
Christine McKenna
Ryan O'Connor
Anita Walther
Lauren Mehigan
Melissa Konwisarz
Keith McKenna
Renny Tallman
Sandye Friedman
Cindy Holman
Sophia Liggett
Alex DeBraccio
Dorothy Skomp

•
•
•
•
•
•

Becca Countermine
Patti Kopach
Kate Latal
Betsy Meyer
Sylvia & Thad Raushi
Janice Walz

Thank You
Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our June & July
food contributions.
Bethesda House for our
recent contribution in the
amount of $100 through
our Budgeted
Benevolences program.
SICM for our May & June
food and monetary
contributions in the
combined amount of
$186.66.
Lutheran World Relief
for our recent contribution
in the amount of $445.00
as part of their summer
match campaign.

10/02 Tessa Shaffer
10/08 Cindy Weatherwax
10/09 Joseph Flanders

Throughout the summer,
we received two deposits
from
Thrivent Choice
totaling $241.00.
Our
Redeemer would like to
t h a n k t h e f o l l o wi n g
individuals for directing their
Choice Dollars to our
church:

Our most recent Thrivent
Action Grant to be
approved was submitted by
Dave Walz.
He was
approved for $250 of
supplemental funds for the
German Fest.
The
proceeds from the fest
support the efforts of the
Scotia-Glenville & SICM
Food Pantries.

Marcy
Cornell
Marcy was a former and
beloved member of Our
Redeemer. We received
word that she passed away
on August 17, 2016.
Please keep her family in
your prayers.
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September at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Sept 1 Worship & Music Committee Meeting 7 pm
Sept 7 Mentor Meeting 7 pm
Sept 13 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
Sept 15 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
Sept 20 Council Meeting 7 pm
Sept 27 Prayer Shawl Group 6:30 pm
Sept 30 Messenger’s Voice mailing 12 pm
Events/Special Services at Church
Sept 5 Labor Day ~ Office Closed
Sept 11 Sunday School Rally Day
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Mission Fair
Bethesda Sandwich Making 10 am
Rally Day Picnic 12 pm
Sept 15 Thrivent Workshop “Retiring Wisely” 7 pm
Sept 18 German Fest 11:30 - 3:30 pm
Sept 23/24 Fellowship Hall floor (strip/wax)
Sept 28/29 Defensive Driving Course 6 - 9 pm
Deadlines
Sept 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Sept 25 Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Sept 8 Men’s Group 7 pm
(Hosted by Frank Novak)
Sept 9 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Sept 12-14 Synod Ministerium ~ Canandaigua
Sept 23 Book Club 7 pm
(Host: Melissa Jerreld)

Ongoing
Bible Study - Wednesdays
Resumes September 21st at 11:30 am
Choir - Wednesdays
Resumes September 14th at 7 pm

A Special Note of Thanks
As part of the Call Process where we called Pastor Dan as our “new”
(aka current/permanent) pastor, there were a number of financial
negotiations that needed to be addressed with regards to the benefits that
Pastor Dan receives. We have been very fortunate to have our treasurer,
Paul Rice, working on our behalf to research our options and work with the
Finance Committee to make decisions on behalf of the church. These
efforts have saved the church thousands of dollars in the 2016 budget and
will continue to do so in future budget years.
One area of particular note was establishing a 403(b) retirement account for Pastor Dan.
Paul utilized his connections with the law firm of Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC to help set up
that account. He inquired with one of the lawyers, Mr. David Ruffo, to see if the law firm could
provide their services pro bono. This request was honored, and Ms. Amelia Klein was the
lawyer to actually perform the services pro bono. We must always remember to be thankful for
those who help our congregation in any way, in order for us to better do the work that God calls
us to do.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Sunday, September 11th

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY
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