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Hello and welcome to my humble entry to this month’s
Messenger’s Voice. I am having trouble believing that it is nearly
time to enter Advent, and then Christmas! And we haven't even
set the table for Thanksgiving! I don't like hearing Christmas
music on the radio…now. I hate having to get a pull cart for the
newspapers…now. I do enjoy savoring the season, especially
keeping in mind the reason for the season. I know the stores
have to advertise and began their sales well before time, and
that radio stations compete for listeners and want to be 'first' with
the carols, but really…before Halloween? Enough of the
grumps!
All the attention here is focused on preparation for the
Holy Event. Worship and Fellowship....choosing and sorting
music for Christmas. Property…busy planning for the Christmas
tree and it's decorations. The Treasurer is busy with the budget
and end of year 'stuff'. The Financial Secretary is looking
forward to2016 compilation. Caring For Our Own….I can just go
on and on…but my point is that we're all busy planning and
scheduling for the good of the congregation. The team you
selected, even Melissa and Pastor Dan, usually, are great to
work with.
So. With all this in mind, try to tolerate the hectic times
and remember the true meaning of Christmas. I wish the Holiest
and Merriest Christmas ever, and God Bless you.
John Torelli
Council President
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Spotlight On.....John Torelli
This month, the spotlight shines on our President, John Torelli. As President of the
Council, John is responsible for overseeing the business of the congregation including the
preparation of the Agenda for Council meetings as well as Voter's meetings and the Annual
Meeting of the congregation. John also works closely with Pastor and Melissa to plan and
execute the Council Planning Retreat which takes place in July or August of each year.
As President, John is an ex-officio member of all church committees and sees that
committees are functioning and reporting on their actions to the congregation through the
monthly reports and especially the Annual Report.
John sings with the choir, is a resident of Scotia and is married to the lovely Kelli, who also
serves the congregation as an Elder. To find out more about our President, stop by any Sunday
and chat with John during Coffee Fellowship.

Did Ya Notice!?!?!?
At our Voter's Meeting on November 20th, the congregation
approved spending up to $9,000 on top-coating the existing
driveway and adding four parking spaces, two of which will be
for handicapped access. On Monday, November 21st,
Adirondack Landscaping showed up and started taking down
trees and digging! As of this moment, much of the paving is
done, though more work is needed. Additional landscaping
will be done in the spring by our very effective and efficient
yard crew. This will be paid for using Bequest funds. Watch
as the progress moves forward!
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A Message From the Pastor
One of my favorite TV
commercials is the Staple's
one that runs towards the end
of August. You see two sad
kids moping around as mom joyfully and
gleefully throws school supplies in the
shopping cart. In the background you hear
one of the crooners singing the Christmas
song "It's the most, wonderful time of the
year." I love it!
For me, I would be singing "It's the most
wonderful time of the year" for Advent. Last
month I talked about the days through
November, and how Advent leads these 4
weeks before Christmas, calling us to wait, to
watch, to ponder. I think this is a wonder-full
time of year, even with all the commercialism
that happens. We anticipate. We think
outwardly. We are generous. We are
grateful.
We anticipate many things - Jesus' birth
for sure! We anticipate time with family and
friends, parties fun and mandatory, maybe
even a few days off at the end of the month.
Anticipating allows us to build up some hopes
and dreams that may not be fulfilled
completely, but at least happily.
And
anticipating Jesus arriving into our world once
again can be truly peace and joy giving for
weeks!
We think outwardly. We decorate the
outside of our homes for friends and
neighbors to see. We purchase or make gifts
to share with others. We wear ugly but
festive sweaters for all to see, and some to
laugh at! We think beyond ourselves for a
time, for a season perhaps, as we await
Jesus.
We are generous. Part of our thinking
outwardly causes generosity. We give more
food to the food bank, more money to
organizations, more toys to children's
charities or Toys for Tots. We give more time
to family or to places in need. We give more

to the Church too - in part for the tax
deduction, but also because God giving
Jesus inspires our being more generous.
We are grateful. This time or season that
begins right after Thanksgiving is primed for
us to be thankful. Thankful for all we have
enjoyed in this life, all that God has given us.
We are so thankful that we share with others,
we reach out, we give to others of our
abundance no matter how small. And, when
it comes time to sing Silent Night to
candlelight, the world does seem at peace, in
balance, and content, even for just a few
moments in time.
So enjoy the rest of Advent. Be touched
by how God works in us and on us during this
season. And, when we get to the celebration
of Jesus' birth, take it all in, all that God has
done in the past, in the present, and for all
time. Savor it, ponder it in your heart as Mary
does at the birth of Jesus. And then live it,
sharing the gift of God's love and joy and
peace and fulfillment with all you meet.
Blessings and peace through Advent, at
Christmas, and always!
~Pastor Dan
Thanks!
On Thursday, Nov. 17th, approximately 15
members of Our Redeemer spent the day
fasting. The congregation was invited to do
this to raise awareness for those who face
hunger both locally and around the world.
Those who spent the day fasting were
encouraged to contribute to the World Hunger
Appeal based on what they might have spent
on food for the day. We are pleased to
announce that we collected $200 total. We
"broke the fast" with a soup supper. Thanks
to all who participated in the event as well as
those who gave their financial support.
Maybe this will become an annual tradition!
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Worship Reminders
Please remember the
change to our worship times
later in December. We will
have one service at 10 am
on Christmas Day and on
New Year's Day. Christmas
Day we will celebrate Lessons and Carols as
we often do. You are invited to attend in your
pajamas (appropriate ones please) and to
enjoy worshiping God together that morning.
On New Year's Day, Pastor Dan and Organist
Wayne are working on a special service that
could jazz things up a bit. Listen for details!
Join in worship!

Notes from the “O” Team
Thanks to all who
participated in the Photo
Directory. We can't wait for
it to come back from the
printer.
We should be
ringing in the new year with
all of our smiling faces!
We're going to be at Holiday on the
Avenue, Sunday December 4th from 2-5 pm!!
Please stop by our table.
Prayer Shawls are being made and we
welcome any knitter and crochet folks to help
make them. If you don't know how there will
be knitting instructions at our meetings.
Our next meeting will take place
Tuesday, December 6th from 6:30 - 8:00 pm
at Mary's house. We welcome new members
with open hearts and arms.

Mary Rainey
Outreach Trustee

From our Worship Trustee
December is chock full of ways to
worship and celebrate our faith during the
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Advent and Christmas season. December
4th, 11th and 18th, Sundays, we continue to
meet at both 9 am and 11 am. Wednesday
nights, December 7th, 14th and 21st, we will
celebrate Advent services at 7 pm. We will
be looking for volunteers to fill worship
positions on Wednesday nights. Please sign
up in the Worship Team binder found in the
narthex. I hope to see you there! Christmas
Eve services will be held again at 4 pm (with
a focus on children) and 7 pm. Christmas
Day we have the opportunity to praise Jesus
with Lessons and Carols at the single service
at 10 am. New Year's Day also falls on a
Sunday and there will be one service at 10
am. With some of our regulars traveling for
the holidays, some worship positions may be
open so please be flexible if someone (hint,
hint!) asks you to fill in. Of course, if you
know someone who would like a warm,
wonderful place to celebrate Advent and
Christmas please have them check our
website for hours and directions - or bring
them yourself!
Linda DeBraccio
Worship & Music Trustee

Waiting
Advent is a time of
waiting. Christians wait for the
coming of our Lord. We wait
with eager anticipation for
family and friends to come and
visit. We wait for the days to start growing
longer again. Sharing holiday treats and time
together will make the waiting easier.
We will decorate the church for the
holiday season on December 14th. Join us in
the Fellowship Hall for a light supper before
we decorate God's house. We will gather at
5:30, have supper, decorate, and have a
worship service. The children are invited to
come and decorate the tree in the Fellowship
Hall.
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Now is the time to bake your favorite
holiday cookies and bring them to share
during coffee fellowship. Show off your
festive holiday dishes by serving cheese and
crackers, or fruit on them during fellowship
time. Sign up in the Fellowship Hall and
celebrate the Advent season with your church
family as we wait for the coming of our
Savior.
The Book Club will meet on January 20th
at the home of Gladys Cox. She has chosen
the book, Take Me With You by Catherine
Ryan Hyde. Synopsis: August Shroeder, a
burned out teacher, has been sober since his
nineteen-year-son died. Every year he's
spent the summer on the road, but making it
to Yellowstone this year means everything.
The plan had been to travel there with his
son, but now August is making the trip with
Philip's ashes instead. An unexpected twist
of fate lands August with two extra
passengers for his journey, two half-orphans
with nowhere else to go. What none of them
could have known was how transformative
both the trip - and the bonds that develop
between them - would prove, driving each to
create a new destiny together.
The Fellowship Committee will meet on
Thursday, January 5th in the conference
room. Bring your ideas and join us as we
plan for events happening in 2017.
Gladys Cox
Fellowship Trustee

A Few Words of Thanks
Although I realize that this
is an article for the December
issue of the Messenger's
Voice, I'm actually writing this a
few days before Thanksgiving
to comply with the deadline for this issue.
Therefore, Thanksgiving is very much on my
mind, as I list all of the things for which to give
thanks.
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Near the top of my list are all of the
people in the congregation who participated
in our recent Stewardship Campaign by filling
out and returning their commitment forms
(purple pledge slips), as well as those who
gave an extra offering during the campaign to
help us attempt to reach our $12,500
matching gift. As I said during the campaign,
filling out and returning your commitment form
is a big help to the people on the finance
committee and the church council as they go
about preparing our budget for calendar year
2017. It is also your vote of confidence for
Our Redeemer in the coming year. Be sure
to vote! If, for whatever reason, you did not
have a chance to return your commitment
form during the campaign, please put your
pledge slip in the stewardship mailbox, which
is with the other mailboxes to your right as
you enter the South Reynolds Street door.
Although I do not have the final figures
yet as I write this, I am able to nevertheless
say that the preliminary numbers I have
received lead me to believe that we will either
fully meet our matching gift of $12,500 or, at
the very least, come very close to matching it.
If the gift is fully matched, this will give our
2016 budget a very welcome boost of
$25,000 as we go into Advent.
But
remember, we will still need the faithful giving
of everyone in the congregation during
Advent if we are to meet our budget for 2016.
Please give your support so we can close the
year with a balanced budget!
On behalf of myself and the rest of our
Stewardship Committee, we extend our very
best wishes to everyone in the congregation
for the happiest of Christmas
seasons. And whatever you do, be
sure not to let the hustle and bustle of
Christmas giving detract from your joy
in the knowledge that God has
already given us the best gift of all.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee
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Waiting and Those Who Can't Wait
Welcome to December.
The whole month of
December we wait for the
Christ child, Emmanuel, "God
with us". While waiting brings
anticipation, excitement and gives us time to
explore the miraculous birth of the Savior of
mankind, there are those who can't wait. They
can't wait for food; they can't wait for shelter
from winter's cold; they can't wait for a place
that gives them the hope and support needed
to change their lives for the better. In this
season of waiting, I urge you to not wait to
share the gifts given to us from a loving God.
Please support one of the ministries that we
participate in at Our Redeemer, the larger
ELCA or your community.
Don't wait. Here are just a few ways to
serve and share in December:
• Donating non-perishable food items or
money to the SICM or Scotia-Glenville
food pantry, we have collection baskets in
the Fellowship Hall.
• Give to Lutheran World Relief (LWR.org)
or the ELCA Good Gifts Campaign
(ELCA.org)
• Give an animal gift through Heifer
International (heifer.org)
• Help make sandwiches for Schenectady's
Bethesda House on December 11th at 10
am between services. See Audrey Chouffi
or just show up at the table near the
windows in the Fellowship Hall.
• Donate home goods/furnishings to the
Home Furnishings Program.
(homefurninc@aol.com or call 346-2444)
• Join the Prayer Shawl Group, their next
meeting here at ORLC is on December
27th at 6:30 pm.
• Salvation Army Soup Kitchen - next
serving time will be Friday, December 2nd.
Please see the Soup Kitchen information
in the Fellowship Hall or speak to Warren
Sheldon or Betty Ann Hughes.
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• Donate items to the Habitat for Humanity
ReStore - 115 North Broadway in
Schenectady. (schenectadyhabitat.org or
call 395-3412).
Mike Mehigan
Social Ministry Trustee

It's the Most Wonderful
Time of the Year!
Or so the song goes….and for me, I'd
have to agree. I love the hustle and bustle,
gorgeous Christmas decorations, carols as
well as time spent with family and friends.
While I enjoy all these things, I especially love
to take a break from it all to attend
Wednesday Advent Services. Attending
these services gives me an opportunity to
reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.
The greatest gift we'll ever receive was the
baby Jesus born in a manger and the
promises his birth, death and resurrection
gives to each and every one of us. I
encourage all in the congregation to attend
these beautiful services.
The Sunday School children will be
learning all about this wonderful season
including Mary finding out she's pregnant,
Jesus' birth and the magi visit. There will not
be a children's Christmas pageant this year,
rather Pastor Dan has a special service
scheduled for the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve
Service. Without giving too much away, this
should be a very entertaining service!
There will be a Youth Group planning
meeting held on December 11th at noon.
Lunch will be provided. We will be finalizing
plans for a youth group activity (the Mystery
Room) to be held January 2nd as well as
planning a spaghetti dinner fundraiser.
During the month of December, Charles
Meyer will be teaching about the noncanonical gospels. Did you know that in
addition to the four canonical gospels, early
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Christians wrote other gospels that were not
accepted into the Bible? Join Charles to
learn more about these lesser-known
gospels.
On behalf of the Education team, I'd like
to wish you all a very blessed Christmas!
Sharon Mehigan
Education Trustee

Men’s Group
In November, we had a good meeting
with 11 in attendance. There will not be a
regular meeting in December. We will have
our Christmas party at the Charlton House.
Questions contact Chuck Cox.

Chuck Cox

WELCA
December is a month when we women
often put ourselves last. Take some time for
yourself when we gather together at church to
discuss "Changing Light" on December 13th
at 6:30 pm. Some faith and fellowship are a
good remedy for the hustle and bustle of the
season, so please join us! The Mitten Tree
will remain up in the Fellowship Hall until
December 11th; help us fill its boughs with all
sorts of warm things for those less fortunate.
On Saturday, January 7th we will be holding
an Epiphany potluck at 1:30 pm - look for the
sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall later this
month.
Linda DeBraccio

Martin Luther - He’s Our Man
If he can’t do it, no one can!
We have the joy of celebrating the 500th
Anniversary of Luther’s 95 Thesis on 2017.
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The 95 theses are the items
that Luther felt were in need of
change in his church. Luther
also mailed them to the pope
since he was the head of the
church at that time.
Remember, Luther was a
monk before he was a
Lutheran. He was not advocating for a new
denomination, but rather, a betterment of his
beloved Roman Catholic Church.
Five
hundred years ago is a long time, but
sometimes we also need to look at our church
and see what can make it even better. A
poster and other information will be on the
wall in the Fellowship Hall to pique your
interest in getting involved in the suggested
activities for this year long celebration.
Pastor Dan, Gladys Cox, Lewis Annis, and
Janice Walz attended a first meeting. If you
have questions or ideas, see them. Watch
for information about the Luther museum
display and an off Broadway play, “Martin
Luther on Trial” in NYC.
Janice Walz

Happy New Year!!
Because of holiday adjustments to
newsletter schedules, your ORLC Soup
Kitchen team will already have served in
December before you even get this
newsletter, and you also might not get your
January issue until after that serving date. So
let us be the first to tell you, "Happy New
Year!", and invite you to join us as we start
our 2017 year of service for the Salvation
Army Soup Kitchen. Our January 2017 work
schedule will be:
• We will break down and cook 5-6 birds and
make 5+ gallons of gravy on Tuesday,
January 10th, starting at 8 am; this is a
classic "hurry up and wait" job that can
effectively be done by just a couple of
people.
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• We will need to work around other
Fellowship Hall uses to prepare the meat
for serving, so watch the bulletin/screen
announcements for new time and date.
Whenever we meet, we will slice the breast
meat and pick all the rest of the meat off
the bones; a crew of 4-6 makes this job go
quickly.
• We will serve the meal at the Salvation
Army Soup Kitchen on Friday, January
13th; this phase works best with a full work
crew of 6-7 people. We meet at 10:30 am
at the Salvation Army kitchen (Smith Street
entrance, a little downhill from Lafayette
Street) to heat the turkey and gravy, and
prepare and portion sides and desserts;
we then serve hot turkey sandwiches with
full fixings from noon to 1 pm; and we
finish by doing a basic clean-up, usually
finishing between 1:30 and 2 pm. If you
serve on Friday, you'll need to either bring
your own apron and cap, or wear the
plastic aprons and hairnets available from
the Salvation Army.
If
you've
never
prepped or served before,
don't be shy. On-the-job
training is all you'll need,
and we have a few
veterans who'll be happy to coach you. If you
want more information, please talk to any of
us during coffee or by telephone. The
sign-up sheet for all tasks will be on the
bulletin board near the coffee cups in the
Fellowship Hall.
Finally, the new year is also our "turkey
hunting season", because we've found that
we can get our best prices for lots of birds by
shopping when the stores are trying to move
their excess holiday stock. Please keep us in
mind if you see any good turkey buys - either
pick up a bird or two yourself, or let us know
where you saw the good prices. If you qualify
for a free bird that you won't be able to use,
please consider saying, "Yes, thank you!",
and donating it to us. Either way, if you have
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a bird (or two, or more) to donate, just call
one of us to get it/them into storage. If you're
shopping, please remember that we've found
that birds around 15-16 pounds are most
efficient size for us to use because they have
good thick meat without the large fat deposits
typical of larger birds.
Thanks for your continuing support.
Warren Sheldon
Betty Ann Hughes
Ron Pucci

Holiday Help
Caring For Our Own would like to remind
everyone in the congregation that we are still
helping those who are having financial
difficulties that make it hard to enjoy the
holidays. We have funds available for those
families who cannot afford to provide
Christmas gifts for the children. Pastor has
food cards so that everyone can have a
proper holiday feast. Any individual or family
who is in need of assistance should speak to
Pastor Dan or any member of the Caring For
Our Own team.
We also have people
who are willing to help
those in need in our
congregation with small
home repairs, painting, moving furniture, etc.
Please talk with Bob Abrams about the kind
of help you need. And if someone likes to
shovel snow and is available short notice,
speak to Bob as well.

to all from the
Caring For Our Own team.
Bob, Karen, Mary, Frank, Janice, Bruce,
Lewis and Pastor Dan
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Donation Request
Dear ORLC Community,
I will be volunteering as
part of a group in Nicaragua
early next year. We will be
working in one of the poorest
areas of the country. We
hope to provide infant layette kits to new
mothers in the region.
We are collecting new and gently used
supplies including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flannel, lightweight receiving blankets
Infant caps, including hand made
Diaper pins
Onesies or undershirts size 0 - 6 mo
Gowns/sleepers size 0 - 6 mo
Infant washcloths ( no adult size )
Infant socks 0 -6 mo
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December Worship
Schedule

Sunday, December 4th - Second Sunday in Advent
~ Service at 9 & 11 am
Wednesday, December 7th ~ Advent Vespers Service with Communion 7 pm
Sunday, December 11th - Third Sunday in Advent
~ Service at 9 & 11 am
Wednesday, December 14th ~ Tree Trimming Party/Dinner; gather at 5:30 pm
~ Advent Vespers with Family Blessing Service to follow

There will be a labeled box in the
Fellowship Hall. If you prefer to donate
money, please see me for more information.

Sunday, December 18th - Fourth Sunday in Advent
~ Service at 9 & 11 am

Your support is appreciated.
Cindy Schulte

Wednesday, December 21st
~ Advent Vespers Service at 7 pm
Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve
~ 4 pm - Family Candlelight Service
~ 7 pm - Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day
~ Worship Service at 10 am
~ Lessons & Carols - Pajama Service
Karol Lunde, Megan Meyer
and Ted Seefeld would like to
invite everyone to their annual
Holiday Concert at the First
Reformed Church of Scotia,
224 North Ballston Ave. (Rte 50). The concert
is at 7 pm on Tuesday, December 13th.
There will be a reception to honor the choir in
Brink Hall following the concert.
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Birthdays

12/01
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/05
12/05
12/08
12/09
12/16
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/25
12/25
12/26
12/28
12/29

1/01
1/01
1/04
1/06
1/08
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/13

Richard Rainey
Matthew Gogis
Marilyn Van Steenburg
John Torelli
Betty Cristiano
Kyle Jerreld
Owen King
Emma Herron
Veronica May
Addie Countermine
Derek Taylor
Barbara Taylor
Pete Gogis
Jennifer Phillips
George Hall
Richard Tessitore
Kyle Adams
Connor Adams
Paul Rice
Corey McKenna
Jennifer King

Virginia Friedman
Pamela Townsend
Jenny Chapman
Gail Beatty
Erik Dowgos
Travis Herron
Daniel Schettine
Marisa Martin
Marilyn Utter
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1/16
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/21
1/25
1/25
1/27
1/30
1/31

Molly Holman
Sarah Dowgos
Grace O'Connor
Derek Raushi
Gladys Cox
Brian Peterson
Karen Keenan
Andrea Micalizzi
Giana Riegel
Ronald Phillips
Katelyn Veiga
Richard Keenan

Thank You
Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry & SICM for our
food and monetary
con t rib u t io n s totaling
$83.33 in the month of
September as well as half
of the German Fest
proceeds in the amount of
$822.37.

To the Youth Group of Our
Redeemer,
I’d like to say thank you
to each of the leaders and
young people of Our
Redeemer’s youth group for
the much appreciated
service to me in getting the
leaves in my yard out to the
street in spite of having to
deal with that wind. I’m
going to breathe easier
tonight. I pray that blisters
will not keep you awake.
Recognizing that raking
leaves is not the best way
to celebrate a holiday from
school.
In our Savior’s love,
Elva Hutchison

Pastoral Acts

Safe Inc. Of Schenectady
for our recent contribution in
the amount of $175.00
through our Budgeted
Benevolences program.
On November 6th,
we welcomed the following
children to the
Lord's Table as they
celebrated their
First Communion:
The Cox family would
like to thank everyone for
their prayers, and support
as they grieve for Glady's
Dad who passed away
recently.

Connor Blick
Addie Countermine
Grace Pachucki
Amelie & Owen Smith
Brady Weatherwax
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December at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Dec 2
Messenger’s Voice mailing 12 pm
Dec 6
Mentor Meeting 7:00 pm
Dec 11
Youth Group Planning Meeting 12 pm
(Lunch included)
Dec 13
Elder’s Meeting 7 pm
WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
Dec 15
Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
Dec 20
Council Meeting 7 pm

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Dec 2 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Dec 4 Holiday on the Avenue 2:00 pm
Dec 6 Outreach Committee Meeting
(6:30 pm; Mary’s house)
Dec 8 Men’s Group Christmas Party 6 pm
(Charlton House)

Events/Special Services at Church
Please see page 9 for a complete list of all
Advent and Christmas Worship Services.
Dec 11
Dec 26

Bethesda Sandwich making 10 am
Office Closed ~ Christmas Day observed

Deadlines
Dec 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Dec 23
Jan./Feb. Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Ongoing
ACES - Sundays; between services ~ 10 am
(12/4, 12/11, 12/18)
Bible Study - Wednesdays; 11:30 am
(12/7, 12/21)
Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays
8 pm: 12/7, 12/14, 12/21

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
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