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Christ is risen!.....He is risen indeed!
Alleluia! Happy Spring to all. There have been
some absolutely beautiful days this Spring, and
more are forthcoming. Time to rake, powerwash,
stow the winter items both at home, and at church.
Grab a chore out of the job jar and pitch
in...please. We do take pride in our church, and it
shows.
Easter day is over, the Ascension is
coming, and then a slow down in the church as we
prepare for summer, i.e. vacation, graduations,
summer weddings, and the like. Attendance will
dip, and so will the offering plate. Please try to
plan to keep up our giving so we can avoid the
'summer shortfall'.
Please stay well and feel free to call on me,
either in person, or by e-mail if you have any
problems, questions, or concerns regarding our
congregation. God Bless.
John Torelli
Council President
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Spotlight On.....Connor Chapman
We are fortunate to have many faithful and talented young people at Our Redeemer. For
me, one name always stands out...and that is Connor Chapman. Anyone who attends church
on Christmas Eve or Easter Sunday is familiar with Connor's musical talents and some of us
have been fortunate enough to hear him sing and play guitar during our more contemporary
services.
Currently, Connor is a junior at SUNY Oneonta as a meteorology major. He serves as
an Academic Team Member (ATM for short, but he says that people think that ATM means he
will give them money). However, he meets with students to offer advice on course registration
and preparing for graduation. Connor is also a broadcast meteorologist for the on campus TV
station. He is working on growing a cross-campus Christian discussion group between SUNY
Oneonta and Hartwick College (also in Oneonta) where his girlfriend, Sara, is a
biochemistry/anthropology dual major (WHEW)!!!
When he is in Oneonta, Connor attends Atonement Lutheran Church where the Pastor,
Paul Messner, is familiar to the Jerreld & Weatherwax families. If you check Connor’s Facebook
page, you will see that Connor sings and plays guitar at some local coffee houses in
Schenectady. Perhaps we can get him and his band, Cutting Ice, to appear at an ORLC
function. (Hint, Hint...) In addition to funk & rock music, Connor
is also a barbershop singer and is going to Las Vegas this
The Messenger's Voice
summer to compete in the international convention.
is published monthly
Connor's career goals are still unclear but he is interested
(except for combined July/August edition)
in meteorology, song writing and of course the ministry. As he
by
says - "God only knows"! We all know that whatever path God
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
130 S. Reynolds Street
chooses for Connor, he will be very successful and we will
Scotia, NY 12302
always be proud to have him as a member of the Our Redeemer
(518) 393-5031
family. God bless you, Connor!!!
www.OurRedeem er.cc
ORLC@ nycap.rr.com
Staff: Pastor
Rev. Daniel M. May
Music Director
Wayne Hawkins
Administrative Assistant
Melissa Jerreld
Nursery Director
Jessica Rossler
Sexton
Richard Tessitore
Deadline for copy: The Sunday
of the m onth prior to the last
Friday of the m onth. See church
calendar in this edition for date.
Editor reserves the right to edit
for content & space.

Large print edition
available upon request,
call 393-5031.
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A Message From the Pastor

Alleluia!
From the Hebrew language, better spelled/said “Halleluiah” meaning “praise ‘YAH’ ” (short for
YAHWEH), praise the Lord! Each day could begin with this shout! Each day should begin with
this shout!

Christ is Risen!!
Our Easter proclamation that changes our relationship with God, as Christ is risen for us and for
our salvation! It changes the hope and outlook we have in life, as we have been made right with
God once again, and for always! It changes our relationship with the world as God calls us as
one people in his name!

Christ is Risen Indeed!!!
The story of Jesus unfolds from Advent preparations for his arrival, to the birth story at
Christmas, quickly through his youth, to calling disciples and training them, to his Lenten journey
to Jerusalem. We now have the Good News of Resurrection! Death is defeated! New life is
offered for all! Our shout here affirms not only that Christ is Risen, but that indeed he is risen
for each of us. We affirm our faith and blessings in God’s mighty acts in Jesus!

Alleluia!!!!
Our closing shout is just as bold, yes, even bolder! YAY GOD for ALL that is done for us in
Jesus! Praise the Lord for all that is made possible for us and for all who believe! Every day we
can celebrate God’s goodness and grace and love and mercy and joy and peace and salvation!
Every day we live IN and THROUGH God’s goodness and grace and love and mercy and joy
and peace and salvation and share all that with everyone we meet! We live every day
BECAUSE of God’s goodness and grace and love and mercy and joy and peace and salvation.
Alleluias can flow easily because of God’s goodness to us!
As this Easter season continues, as we move to Day of Pentecost (June 4th) and the season that
follows, let us grow in our serving, in our praising, in our sharing, and in our living into the gift that
God has given in Jesus!

Indeed!!!!!
~Pastor Dan

4 The Messenger’s Voice

M ay 2017

SICM Food Pantry

"Let Them Eat Cake!"
(Not Really)
Our former Social Ministry
Trustee, Janice Walz, and her
husband, Dave, continue to be very
active in our community. They
especially remain concerned with
and respond to food insecurity in the greater
Schenectady area. The following paragraph
was written by Janice and speaks to the
specific needs of the Schenectady Inner City
Ministry (SICM):
As someone who works the SICM food
pantry twice a week, I thought I'd give a quick
reminder of some of the items which are
normally at the pantry and those items which
people ask for, but do not normally show up to
be given out. The food pantry gives everyone
mayonnaise, peanut butter, and spaghetti
sauce - they get it in bulk. This is where a
cash donation helps out, as SICM can buy
certain things from the Regional Food Bank at
discounted prices. Please see the “Wish List”
below, which includes the items SICM doesn't
buy, but people want.
The food pantry appreciates our church's
generosity towards them which helps SICM
meet local people's emergency food needs.
Many thanks to all who make it a point to
donate on a regular basis. That is how we
meet our ton each year - although, I do think
we are a little behind right now! Just sayin'.
Again - thank you for all you do for others.
We follow Jesus' command, "Feed my sheep!"
Thank you, Janice, and to the generosity
of the Our Redeemer family! Let's continue to
support the SICM and Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantries.
Please consider making a donation to our
Social Ministry fund. We use it to purchase
items to support our various ministries.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jelly/Jam - small size
Soups
Past/Rice Sides
Canned Chili
Canned Ravioli
Cake mixes & frosting (for birthdays)
Feminine products
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Body Wash

More ways to put your faith into action:
• Help make sandwiches for Bethesda House
on May 14th (Mother's Day) between
services. See Audrey Chouffi or just show
up at the table near the windows in the
Fellowship Hall.
• Our Redeemer's next serving date at the
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen is Friday, May
19th. Volunteers will be cooking turkeys on
Tuesday, May 16th and “bone picking” on
Wednesday, May 17th. Sign up sheets with
times and locations are on the bulletin
board near the coffee cups in the
Fellowship Hall. Please speak to Warren
Sheldon, BA Hughes or Ron Pucci for more
information.
Mike Mehigan
Social Ministry Trustee

May Flowers
In May, on my way home from school,
every day I would pick my Mom a bouquet of
"May flowers". They were actually wild violets.
And every day, my Mom would put them in a
mini vase, which was actually a shrimp
cocktail glass, and remark how beautiful they
were. This month, let's all take a few minutes
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to reflect on how our mothers shaped our lives
and give thanks to the Lord for the special
times we have shared with our mothers.
Hosting coffee fellowship is a wonderful
way to remember your mother. Perhaps you
have her favorite recipe, or can honor her with
the baking skills she taught you. Show off
your baking skills by hosting coffee fellowship.
Fruit, cheese, and baked goods are always
appreciated. We have a new coffee pot, so
we can continue to enjoy coffee during
fellowship time.
Please sign-up in the
Fellowship Hall on the board where you will
also find instructions for hosting and clean-up.
The Book Club will meet on Friday, May
19th at 7 pm at the home of Linda Nowak.
They will discuss the book, The Curious
Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick.
As Arthur is sorting through his late wife's
belongings, he finds a charm bracelet. Arthur
sets out to find out about his wife's secret life
before they met by learning about each
charm. As Arthur discovers things about his
wife's past, he also discovers things about
himself. Join us on May 19th, and bring your
charm bracelet.
The Fellowship Committee will meet on
Thursday, May 4th at 7 pm.
Gladys Cox
Fellowship Trustee

The End is Near.....
….The end of the Christian Education
program year, that is. I have yet to figure out
how the winter can seem so long, yet the
education program year can seem so short. I
guess it's one of life's mysteries. The last day
of Sunday School, Confirmation class and
ACES will be May 21st. The staff has planned
fun activities to close the Sunday School year.
As in the past, the children will be in Sunday
School from 10:00 to noon.
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That date will also be Youth Sunday in
which the “youth” run the show during both
services.
You will see them greeting,
ushering, assisting, and providing the
sermon…and everything in between! I believe
we all enjoy seeing the youth take charge
almost as much as Pastor Dan (who gets a
well-deserved break that day).
Traditionally, we held a Sunday School/
Congregational picnic on the last day of the
program year. This year, there will be no
picnic. There will, however, be a Voter's
Meeting at noon. During this meeting, there
will be an election of Council Members, so I
encourage parents and other members of the
congregation to stay for this important
meeting.
On May 7th, there will be an initial meeting
for any youth interested in attending the 2018
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX. The
meeting will be held at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church.
The Youth Group will once again be
selling carnations on Mother's Day ~ May 14th.
Prices: $1.50 per carnation or $15.00 per
dozen. Orders of 6 or more carnations require
a pre-order, with the forms available in the
bulletins until May 7th. All proceeds will benefit
the youth attending the 2018 ELCA Youth
Gathering. Please support the youth by
buying flowers for those special ladies in your
life!
Mark you calendars! The youth group will
once again coordinate the Strawberry Fest
scheduled for Saturday, June 3rd. Look for
additional information and sign-ups soon!
Thank you to Fred Hutchison for teaching
ACES during Charles Meyer's absence. Fred
will be completing his discussion of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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On behalf of the Christian Education
team, I would like to thank the parents and
congregation for their continued support. It's
appreciated!
Sharon Mehigan
Education Trustee

Notes From the “O” Team
We will participate in the Memorial Day
Parade this year on Wednesday, May 24th.
We hope to have Katie and Martin Luther
joining us on the float! The sign-up sheet is in
the Fellowship Hall on the bulletin board.
We're hoping for 40 participants as we
Celebrate 500 years of Lutheran Ministry.
Pastor Dan will officiate the Memorial Service
at the end of the parade. Helpers of all kind
are needed to make this a great outreach
opportunity.
The photo directory final proof has been
sent back to Lifetouch and as soon as the
directory arrives we will be distributing it to
church members who participated. It looks
lovely! Special thanks to Patti Kopach,
Melissa Jerreld and BA Hughes for their many
hours and great designing.
The next Fiber Arts Ministry and will meet
in late May. Contact Patti Kopach with
questions and look for the Tuesday night
meeting announcement in the bulletin.
Please wear your name tags whenever
you remember. It is important for visitors and
newer members to know who we are.
Mary Rainey
Outreach Trustee
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About the Property
I hope everyone had a great
Easter. Our new approach to
spring clean-up by using a job
board and giving everyone a
couple of weeks to do the jobs
seems to have worked pretty
well. Most all of the jobs were
completed before Palm Sunday. If you have
been in the Fellowship Hall recently, you have
probably seen our “Job Jar” display, which
includes the maintenance jobs we need to get
done and were on the list with the capital
improvements. We thought that putting them
up on display would give everyone a chance
to see what needs to be done and an
opportunity to help out without the Property
Committee doing all of the work. Please take
a look at it and see if there is a job that you
can help out with.
We are making good progress with some
of our recent capital improvements. The new
tables, chairs & chair cart should arrive by the
time you read this. I look forward to most of
our chairs looking the same, being
comfortable and most importantly....safe to sit
in!!
As I type this, a new sound system is
being installed in both the sanctuary as well as
the Fellowship Hall.
This will mark a
significant improvement in the quality and
reliability of our sound system. The new
microphones that Pastor Dan and the
assisting ministers will use will be a lavalier
style, similar to what some “rock stars” use.
The new microphone for readers should do a
better job of picking up people's voices without
having to stand so close. In addition, the
carillon will be moved to the sound system
location to make it more accessible.
That brings up other good news. I
managed to coax the carillon back to life. It
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looked a bit like it had water damage
internally. We think that might have been
caused by large temperature changes in the
cubbyhole where it currently resides. It is
operational for now, but I will continue to
research replacement options.
Please continue to contribute towards our
Building Renovations Fund so we have the
funds to perform some of the necessary
changes to improve our property and it's
functionality. Thank you all for your support
Doug Ives
Property Trustee

From Our Worship Trustee
Spring is flying by and before you know it,
we will be going down to a single 10 am
service as of Sunday, May 28th. To conclude
the year for Sunday School and Confirmation
class, May 21st will be Youth Sunday. Come
to see how amazing the youth of ORLC truly
are!
We are quickly getting to the time of the
year when scheduled volunteers for our
worship positions end and we rely on sign ups
for all services. That means that every week
we will be looking for ushers, counters,
acolytes, communion assistants, and more.
Summer is a great time to try out a new role.
Wonder what it's like being in the choir?
Wonder if you'd like to usher occasionally?
Summer is the time to see how the position
fits you without any commitment-not that we
wouldn't love to hear if you'd like to do it year
round! Please see the Worship Team binder
to the left of the prayer requests in the entry
hall. If you have any questions about training
or any part of worship, please see me.
Linda DeBraccio
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Men’s Group
Warren Sheldon hosted the April Men’s
Group meeting. We had a good turn out with
14 in attendance. Thank You, Warren! Our
next meeting will be held at the home of John
Torelli on May 11th. Our study will be Hebrews
11:1-4. Hard Questions! Faith despite
circumstances.
The theme and study for our upcoming
retreat will be “Martin the Reformer”, with six
lessons. We will tie each lesson to Martin
Luther. The retreat will take place August 4th
- 6th. I need to know who plans to attend by
May 11th. If you know you want to attend,
please let me know as soon as possible. At
this time, we have nine men signed up to
attend.
All men 18 or older are welcome to join
us. Please contact Chuck Cox with questions.
Chuck Cox

WELCA
The women will be hosting a Daughter's
Dessert Night Tuesday, May 9th starting at
6:30 pm. All women and girls are invited to
get their sugar fix and celebrate all the women
of the church. If you'd like, feel free to bring a
treat to share, but there will be plenty for
everyone. Information about upcoming events
for women both inside and outside the church
will be available.
We continue to collect men's sweatshirts
for our Christmas at Sea project. The
sweatshirts can be any color, hooded or not,
zip or pullover, plain or with a logo but only
sizes L or XL, please. Donations can be left in
the WELCA box in the corner of the
Fellowship Hall.
Linda DeBraccio
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Caring For Our Own Fundraiser
Caring For Our Own is sponsoring a
Spring Plant Sale as a way to replenish funds
that were used this past winter to assist
several members and families who had
expensive repair issues. We have all types of
plants for sale, including:
• Bedding Plants
• Flowers
• Vegetables
• Herbs
Please call Mary Rainey. She will be happy to
answer questions. Any member of the CFOO
Committee will provide you with an order form.
Speak to us any time during coffee fellowship.
The deadline for orders and payment is May
7th. The plants will be delivered to the church
on May 21st. All plants are from Krug Farms in
Albany, NY. Proceeds from the plant sale will
go to the Caring For Our Own ministry and will
be used to assist members and friends of Our
Redeemer who are in need. Thank you and
God Bless you for your support.
Bob Abrams
CFOO Committee

Defensive Driving
Once again, we would like invite both
members of the congregation and the
community at large to attend a Defensive
Driving course that we will host at Our
Redeemer on May 22nd & 23rd from 6 - 9 pm
each evening. This is a Department of Motor
Vehicles approved six-hour defensive driving
program sponsored by the Empire Safety
Council. Participants are required to bring
with them their NYS Driver's License, a pen
and MUST attend both days to complete the
course requirements and receive credit. The
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course fee is $32 and advance registration
and payment is required not later than
Monday, May 15th. (Please make checks
payable to Armand Canestraro.) For more
details or to register, contact Melissa at the
church 393-5031.

Strawberry Fest 2017
The Youth Group will be hosting the
annual Strawberry Fest on Saturday, June 3rd
from 11 am - 4 pm. We have partnered with
the Schenectady Home Furnishings Program,
who will conduct a fund raising sale on our
lawn from 10 am - 3 pm. We had great
success selling gently used costume jewelry at
both festivals last year and would appreciate
any donations that you might have. We will
set up a box on the piano in the Fellowship
Hall to collect donations.
The Youth Group will be
coordinating this event, but will
need the support of the
congregation. Please watch for
sign-up sheets to be posted by
mid-May. The funds raised
from the event will be used for various Youth
Group activities, with the primary goal of
raising enough funds to send members to the
ELCA National Youth Gathering in Houston,
TX in June 2018.
Cindy Holman
Strawberry Fest Coordinator
A copy of this flyer is
included in this
newsletter.
We ask you to post it
in a public location to
publicize the event.
Thank You!!
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Birthdays

5/02
5/02
5/03
5/04
5/04
5/08
5/08
5/11
5/13
5/15
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/26
5/28
5/29
5/29

6/01
6/05
6/06
6/07
6/08
6/09
6/10
6/13
6/14
6/15

Olivia Dion
Michael Schettine
John Saukko
Susan Duchnycz
Terri Phillips
Matthew Cristiano
Janice Seefeld
Robert Abrams
Charles Rainey
Darlene Robinson
Kim Meyer
Cindy Jennings
Betsy Meyer
Gregg DeBraccio
Audrey Chouffi
Vickie White
Thomas Stecher
Anne Schettine
Karen Smith

Thomas Nelson
Melanie Hooker
Bert Brown
Joanne Reynolds
David Walz
Lori Schettine
Brady Weatherwax
Krista Gogis
Fred Hutchison
Bruce Hering
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6/15 George Weires
6/16 Lynn Sullivan
6/16 Dan Weatherwax
6/18 Melissa Jerreld
6/18 Tom Schulte
6/20 Ruth Hogan
6/20 Larry Jones
6/25 Bailey McKenna
6/26 Evelyn Brockett
6/28 Rachel Blick
6/28 Warren Sheldon
6/28 Joh
n Smith
6/29 Mialisa Herron
6/29 Dale Micalizzi
6/29 Margaret Stibinger
6/30 Tracie Dunn
6/30 Melinda Stecher

We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent
Choice totaling $709.00.
Our Redeemer would like
to thank the following
individuals for directing
their Choice Dollars to our
church.
• Jack & Gail Eldridge
• Kate Latal
• Pastor Dan
• Dennis & Betsy Meyer
• Dan O’Connor
• Ron & Shari Pucci

Thank You

Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our food and
monetary contributions
totaling $119.33 in the
month of January.

Please join Cindy Schulte
on Sunday, June 4th
at 11 am as she shares
her March volunteer
experiences in Nicaragua.
Come learn about this
beautiful country, its
people and the continued
challenges that they face.
You can also enjoy a taste
of Nicaraguan cuisine.
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May at a Glance

Meetings at the Church
May 2 Worship & Music Committee meeting 7 pm
May 4 Fellowship Committee meeting 7 pm
May 9 Caring For Our Own meeting 6:30 pm
WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
Elder’s Meeting 7 pm
May 16 Council Meeting 7 pm
May 18 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
May 23 Fiber Arts Ministry 6:30 pm
May 26 Messenger’s Voice mailing 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
May 14 Mother’s Day Carnation Sale
Bethesda Sandwich making 10 am
May 21 Youth Sunday
Voter’s Meeting ~ 12 pm
May 22 Defensive Driving Course 6 - 9 pm
May 23 Defensive Driving Course 6 - 9 pm
May 28 Switching to single worship service at 10 am
Deadlines
May 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
May 21 May Messenger’s Voice Deadline
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Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
May 7 CROP Walk
May 11 Men’s Group; 7 pm
(Hosted by: John Torelli)
May 19 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Book Club 7 pm
(Hosted by Linda Nowak)
May 24 Scotia Memorial Day Parade

Ongoing
ACES - Sundays; between services ~ 10 am
(May 7th, 14th, & 21st)
Bible Study - Wednesdays; 11:30 am
(May 3rd, 17th, 24th & 31st)
Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays; 7 pm

We received an invitation to attend this
event celebrating the
th
500 Anniversary of the Reformation.
The flyer and additional information is
posted in the Fellowship Hall.
If we have at least 8 people interested
in attending, there is a 20%
on ticket prices.

Please join us!
Sunday, M ay 21 st
Youth Sunday
W orship Services at 9 & 11 am
Voter’s M eeting 12 pm

Our Summer W orship Schedule
Begins Sunday, M ay 28 th
Service at 10 am

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
E-Mail- ORLC@nycap.rr.com
http://www.ourredeemer.cc
(518) 393-5031 Fax (518) 393-2527

Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church

