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It's November…well almost. Just after all the candy at
Halloween, we can indulge in the tradition of overeating at
Thanksgiving. Both holidays have religious underpinnings, but
let's just go with tradition. I was told I shouldn't mention Santa,
but look at all the displays in the stores…enough!
After the past several weeks of absolutely gorgeous
weather, it will be difficult to imagine freezing cold, snow and
sleet, gloves, hats, ice…..you get it. But I do hope all of you
enjoyed a most beautiful fall. We now can look forward to the
above mentioned holidays, as well as the birthday of our
religious founder, Martin Luther. Fall always reminded me of
death and dying, looking at the brown leaves, wilted garden
plants, and fading flowers. It was sad. As I grew older, and I
have a lot of that going on, I have completely changed my view
to that of a good night's rest, waiting for a new morning (Spring),
and a chance to participate again. So knowing the snow and ice
will melt, and the sun will again warm the fields, and new growth
will sprout, seems to make it more tolerable. Maybe it's just me
being overly optimistic, but that's who I am.
As I re-read the last paragraph, I thought of
what believing really means to us. As we get to the
FALL of our lives, after many springs and summers,
and falls before, we anticipate the everlasting
SPRING that we will inherit through Christ's
suffering and death. Somehow, that seems to
make our pain and sufferings more tolerable as
well. Knowing that we are held in the hand of God
allows us to accept the trials and tribulations we encounter and
still try to be 'good' people who walk in the footsteps of Christ.
God bless us one and all (Christmas sneaking in).
John Torelli
Council President
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Spotlight On.....Aimee Pachucki
This month, we focus on our new Education Trustee, Aimee Pachucki. As the Education
Trustee, Aimee is responsible for the Sunday School, ACES programs, Youth Ministry and any
program that involves Christian Education here at Our Redeemer. This is a very important
position at any church since it involves the Christian Education of our most precious members,
our young people. The education that they receive now will, in no small way, determine how they
live the rest of their lives.
Aimee was born in Utica and was raised in Colonie. She graduated from Colonie Central
High School and obtained a BA from Russell Sage College. Aimee has worked in the medical
field for 20 years. She is currently the Senior Administrative Director for St. Peter's Health
Partners. Aimee and her family worshiped at Good Shepherd in Loudonville for almost 30 years
and when they looked for a congregation closer to their home in Princetown, God led them to
Our Redeemer.
Aimee is married to Michael and has 2 children, Mia (16) and Grace (10). In addition to
her family, she likes to travel, enjoys cooking, gardening and reading a great book. We are
fortunate to have Aimee as a member of our Council and the Pachucki family as members of
Our Redeemer.
From the Financial Secretary: The third quarter financial statem ents are
available for pick up. Please check yours for accuracy and speak to Becca
ASAP if there is a discrepancy. W e only M AIL the Annual Giving Statements
if they are not picked up within the first few weeks of the new year. It is
im portant that you look over your statem ents each quarter because it can
be difficult to track down m istakes at the end of the year. The 2018
Offering Envelopes will be available by the end of Novem ber.
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A Message From the Pastor
Fall is really upon us now. The days are
noticeably shorter. Daylight's Savings Time
ends soon. We are coming upon the trifecta
of holidays - Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
Black Friday! But we are also to a number of
great days to celebrate as Children of God!
Reformation Sunday! 500
years of calling for reform in the
Church! We'll confirm two more
of our young people: Michael
Bassi and Molly Holman.
Prayers for them this day and every day as
you pray for your sisters and brothers in the
faith!
All Saints Sunday! November 5th is the
day we remember those who have passed
away in the last year from our congregation:
Peg Navarette, Phyllis Clas, Virginia Pucci, as
well as those near and dear to us. Come and
give thanks for their witness and example!
Please get any names you want remembered
that day to me ASAP before 11/5.
Stewardship Time! November 5th, 12th,
and 19th will be the Sundays of our annual
Stewardship Campaign. We are quite a ways
behind in our financial giving, and just offered
up new ways to let us know how you want to
serve with your time and talents! Do some
reflecting as you read Fred's article on these
pages.
Day of Fasting for World Hunger:
November 16th! One week BEFORE we gorge
ourselves at whatever Thanksgiving table we
land at, we will take a day to go without food
(PLEASE be sure to drink water or juice!) and
remember those who go without food. At 6
pm we'll gather for a soup supper at the
church, and stay for worship and reflection on
our day. See another piece in this newsletter
for details, and sign up in the Fellowship Hall
so we have enough soup!
November 19th will be a big day! It will be
the conclusion of our Stewardship Campaign,
we'll gather the Time and Talent sheets that

haven't been handed in yet, and we'll have a
Potluck/Voter's Meeting after the second
service. It will be Christ the King Sunday that
we'll celebrate with a narrative service that will
explain why we do what we do as Lutherans.
Please come and celebrate this day with your
sisters and brothers in Christ!
November 23rd is Thanksgiving. Nuff said!
We do have lots to be thankful for.
And then we're on to Advent, Christmas,
and a whole new year!
We do have much to be thankful for, and
should celebrate often! Come to worship,
come back if you've been away for a while,
and gather with your sisters and brothers in
Jesus. You are a child of God, called to be
fed and nourished and sent back into the
world to serve!

-Pastor Dan
PS: One last thing. Most of you know by now
that on October 19th, the church was broken
into. No one was hurt, and nothing is missing
as far as we can tell. Someone climbed in
through a kitchen window, and smashed the
two locked office doors. Our security system
worked as designed, scaring off the intruder(s)
before actually getting into either office. We
will be taking a good hard look at how we
secure this building and at what parts of it
remain open at what times. It is sad we need
to, but just a fact of life. We can wax poetic
about bygone days, or adjust to living and
serving in a different world without fear but
while being secure. Thanks to all who have
helped with the clean-up and repairs so far.
New doors will be procured soon and life is
almost back to normal already.
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From Our Worship Trustee

Turkeys are not the only things stuffed
this month!! Our Redeemer is FULL of
opportunities for fun and different worship!
•

•
•

November 5th: we celebrate All Saints
Sunday; remembering those who have
gone from our lives but into a life with God.
The church will be filled with the sounds of
gospel! Wayne has a few surprises with a
gospel music themed service.
November 19th: Christ the King Sunday
November 26th: we begin the season of
Advent.

The Worship and Music Committee will
meet November 7th at 7pm. We'd love to see
anyone who is interested in getting ORLC into
the holiday spirit or who would like to share a
new idea that they have seen in another
church.
Linda DeBraccio
Worship & Music Trustee

Catching Up (And Zacchaeus)
As we approach the end of October, we
find ourselves in a familiar financial position
here at Our Redeemer - behind our budget at
this time of the year.
But I've been
Stewardship Trustee at Our Redeemer long
enough to know that our deficit can be made
up. It is, however, imperative that we make up
ground during our Stewardship Campaign,
which takes place on November 5th, 12th, and
19th, with the last of these Sundays being the
date on which our Stewardship Pot-Luck
Dinner and Voter's Meeting will be held. Our
effort to make up financial ground received a
big boost thanks to the generosity of John
Smith of our congregation, who has put up a
matching gift of $10,000 for the campaign.
This means that every donation made to Our
Redeemer during the campaign - whether it's
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a regular donation or an extra gift - will be
matched up to $10,000. Please give an extra
gift if at all possible to assure that our budget
gets a "running start" going into Advent. Also,
be sure to fill out your Stewardship Pledge
Slip (see p. 9) and return it with your offering
by the end of the campaign.
The theme of this year's campaign is
"Take the Next Step." I always try to link our
stewardship theme to a part of the Bible, so I
asked myself the following question: When
did Jesus cause someone to take the next
step with his or her stewardship? Well, how
about Zacchaeus? We all know who he is - if
you don't know the Sunday School song you
haven't been PAYING ATTENTION ! The story of
Zacchaeus is told in Luke 19: 1-10, and, just
as the song tells us, he was a "wee little man"
who "climbed up in a sycamore tree" to be
able to see Jesus when the Lord passed
through his hometown of Jericho. Although
Zacchaeus had made himself very wealthy as
a tax collector, he, like most tax collectors,
was a social outcast. So when Jesus stopped
to look up at him and said that he wanted to
stay at his house, Zacchaeus was so
overwhelmed by this that he told Jesus that he
would give half of his money to the poor and
pay back everyone that he had defrauded
four-fold. Talk about taking the next step with
one's stewardship!
Zacchaeus is an extreme example, and
he was no doubt making up for a lifetime of
wrongdoing.
However, the same basic
principle should apply to us. We should, like
Zacchaeus, be grateful for the fact that Jesus
cares for each of us individually, to the extent
that the hairs on our head are numbered.
Matthew 10:30, Luke 12:7. This should cause
all of us to want to take the next step in our
stewardship. A good place to start is by giving
an extra gift in this month's stewardship
campaign!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

5 The Messenger’s Voice

From Our Fellowship Trustee
Thanksgiving is a time to
give, a time to love, and a time to
reflect on the things that matter
most in life. This time of year
reminds us to be thankful for our
many blessings. Thank God for
your family, for the strength he gives us each
day and for the people around you that make
life more meaningful.
The Fellowship Committee will meet at 7
pm on November 9th. Please feel free to join
us. We welcome anyone who would like to be
a part of our committee or would like to help
out with the events in the coming months.
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

Christian Education
As we move into our season of giving,
we'd like to thank all of the children and their
families for their contributions to our "house",
it has officially been filled!! On Sunday,
November 19th, the Sunday School will be
filling Thanksgiving baskets. Please send fruit
in with the kids and if you have any spare
baskets (medium sized) that you wouldn't
mind parting with, the Sunday School could
use some additional baskets this year.
ACES is officially underway, and
the 4 part video series on Martin
Luther will continue, October 22nd,
29th, November 5th and 22nd. We
meet between services and would
love to have you join us!
The Youth Group has been busy and will
be participating in the SUNY Albany
Cornerstone Campus Ministry “Food & Faith”
event on November 28th. They will also be
participating in Holiday on the Avenue on
Sunday, December 3rd.
Thank you to all of the families that have
been giving out our Sunday School tickets!
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Please continue to spread the good news
about our Sunday School program and
encourage friends and neighbors to send their
children!! If you would like tickets to distribute,
they are on the Sunday School bulletin board
in the Fellowship Hall.
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

We’ve Moved
Where do you go to donate nonperishable food items for SICM and S-G Food
Pantries?
How will you recycle your used ink
cartridges, old cell phones, and small
electronics?
Where can you turn aluminum can tabs
into action?
Where can you find out about label
redemption to help your local schools or
donating used stamps to raise funds for good
causes?
Where can you find information about our
churches rotation at the Salvation Army Soup
Kitchen?
Where can you bring your empty
beverage cans and bottles to benefit our
Youth Group?
Where can you get information about
Habitat for Humanity, Fostering Futures,
CROP Walk, SICM and other ministries?
The answer my friend is not blowing in the
wind, but rather the Glen Avenue facing wall
of the Fellowship Hall. Social Ministry's
bulletin board and donation collection area is
now conveniently located to better serve you
and our ministries. Come check us out!
• Harvest for the Hungry - From Rally Day
2016 to Rally Day 2017 we have donated
over 1 ton of food/hygiene items and cash
donations to SICM and Scotia-Glenville
food pantries! 1,163 pounds since January
2017. Let's make the 2017/2018 harvest
even more successful. Thank You.
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•

•

•

Sock-it to Bethesda House during the
month of November! As cold weather
settles in, Bethesda's guests are in need of
warm socks. Buy a bundle of MEN's socks
and toss them in the Sock Hop box on the
Outreach table in the Fellowship Hall.
Bethesda Sandwiches - Join the crew to
make sandwiches at 10 am on Sunday,
November 12th in the Fellowship Hall.
Salvation Army Cancelled the November
service date - Our Redeemer's Soup
Kitchen team will get an extra few weeks
off. Due to a scheduling mix-up at the
Salvation Army, our November 10th serving
date was cancelled. Our next Soup
Kitchen cycle will be during the first week
of December. This is the time of year we
start looking for turkey bargains to stock up
for the next several cycles. If you see any
unadvertised low prices, please let Warren
Sheldon-Hughes, Betty Ann SheldonHughes or Ron Pucci know. They can buy
the birds, or you can buy them yourself
and talk to one of the aforementioned folks
to get them into storage at church. Also, if
you qualify for a "bonus" turkey that you
won't use, please consider donating it. As
always, thanks for your continued support!

December Soup Kitchen Dates:
Cook turkeys: Tuesday, December 5th,
Bone Picking: Wednesday, December 6th
Serving: Friday, December 8th
Questions? Please contact:
Warren or Betty Ann
Mike Mehigan
Social Ministry Trustee

News from the "O" Team!
Prayer Chain team continues to hold
requests in prayer whenever prayer requests
are made.
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We'll be participating in
Holiday on the Avenue on
December 3rd. We are looking for
people who will sing, play chimes,
bake cookies, and help make
candy cane Sunday School
invitations for children. Please sign up or call
one of us to let us know how you can help!
Our next meeting will be held at Mary’s
house on December 5th at 6:30 pm for a
Holiday Celebration and business meeting.
Mary Rainey
Outreach Trustee

Day of Fasting for World Hunger
Our World Hunger appeal of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is
one of the most effective and efficient hunger
relief agencies in our nation. One of the ways
we can give support to this hunger effort is by
taking a day and fasting - going without food until 6 pm. Fasting is an ancient spiritual
practice of denying oneself and your needs to
focus more on God. Fasting here frees up two
resources:
1) some time NOT spent preparing,
eating, or cleaning up from meals, and
2) dollars that you would have spent on
food for those meals.
On November 16th - one week before
most of us will eat way more food than we
should - I invite you to fast for the day.
PLEASE be sure to drink water or juice to stay
hydrated (and coffee to stay approachable,
especially grouchy BOSSES….). If you are
diabetic or on certain medications and can't
fast, please don't, but join in the day as well!
I will prepare a sheet of devotions that you can
use at meal times for your reflection on that
day. Then join in a potato soup supper at 6
pm at the church (come later as needed) to
break your fast and to share some of your
reflections with others.
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There will be a
sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board by the
kitchen so we know how
much soup to make.
After the meal, we'll have
a brief worship. For our offering, we can
contribute the amount we would have spent
on meals that day. Please see me with any
questions, sign up soon, and look for the
devotional sheet soon as well!

The Christmas party will be December
14th, $50 per couple. I will need a head count
by the meeting in November.
All men 18 or older are welcome to join
us. If you have any questions, please contact
me.

Pastor Daniel M. May

November is all about comfort and
WELCA hopes to cover it all! Even if you are
helping bake for the Annual Election Day Bake
Sale on Tuesday, November 7th or staffing the
table, stop by and check out the goodies. This
is traditionally our only fundraiser, which
allows us the funds to complete those kits we
make and send women of the congregation to
WELCA gatherings. So.....bake a cake, buy a
cookie and feel good about it!

Book Club
Book Selected - “The Nest”
by Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney

When: Friday, November 17th, 7 pm
Where: Jenny Chapman’s house

Chuck Cox

WELCA

www.amazon.com/Nest-Cynthia-DAprix-Swe
eney/dp/0062414216
Just for Fun!! Since this is a story about
siblings, Jenny invites you to bring a picture of
your siblings, or someone who is like a
brother/sister to you. Also, this is the last time
we will meet until after Christmas. Please
consider bringing a new children's book for
Toys for Tots.

Men’s Group
We had a good meeting at Jack’s house
in October. Thank you, Jack, for hosting. Our
next meeting will be at John Torelli's home
November 9th. The study will be Romans
8:8-27; “Things Can Change” (The pain and
the hope). This will complete a section of
study and we need to pick another before the
meeting in January 2018.

You will also see our Mitten Tree in a
corner of the Fellowship Hall waiting for warm,
cozy things to fill its branches. Homemade
items are always welcome, but all those
craft-challenged (like me!) can toss a pair of
gloves and a hat in the cart while shopping
and keep someone warm this winter.
SAVE THE DATE! We spend so much
time running around this time of the year that
we never seem to have a moment to relax and
enjoy. WELCA would like to celebrate the
"Gift of YOU" on December 12th at 6 pm. All
women and girls of Our Redeemer are invited
to night of dinner, fellowship and laughter.
Join us to relax and celebrate the wonders of
each other and God during the holiday
season.
Linda DeBraccio
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Birthdays

11/03
11/05
11/07
11/08
11/09
11/09
11/09
11/11
11/12
11/14
11/16
11/17
11/22
11/22
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/28
11/30

Christopher Dowgos
Gerda Neville
Sandy Dion
Carter Countermine
Erika Gogis
Landon Norris
William Salerno
Guy Connelly
Allie Jerreld
Ashley Novak
Samantha Salerno
Paul Henry
Clare Jones
Nicholas Weires
Michael Bassi
Michael Blick
Joan Jones
Marilyn Dunbar
Maureen Barton
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12/22
12/22
12/26
12/28
12/30

George Hall
Richard Tessitore
Paul Rice
Corey McKenna
Patricia Annis

Thank You

Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry f or our food
contributions in the month of
September.
SICM Food Pantry for our
food and monetary
contributions totaling $88.33
in the month of August.
Bethesda House for our
donation of sandwiches in
the month of September.
Ellis Hospital for a recent
$50.00 donation towards
their Pastoral Care Fund
through our Budgeted
Benevolences program.

12/01
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/05
12/08
12/09
12/16
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21

Richard Rainey
Matthew Gogis
M. Van Steenburg
John Torelli
Betty Cristiano
Kyle Jerreld
Emma Herron
Veronica May
Adelena Countermine
Derek Taylor
Barbara Taylor
Pete Gogis
Jennifer Phillips

Protestant Campus
Ministry at UAlbany for a
recent donation in the
amount of $250.00 through
our Budgeted Benevolences
program.

Caring For Our Own would
like to thank everyone who
volunteered in any way to
help make the 2017 German
Fest a success!!

We recently heard from
Betty Brown that she will be
moving by the end of
October!! Please update the
address you have for her in
your church directory:
Betty Brown
Shady Lane Apartments
133 Saratoga Road
Bldg. 6, Apt. 101
Glenville, NY 12302
Please note - we were very
thankful that Betty called us.
We encourage you to let us
know any time your contact
information changes. Doing
that helps speed up the
process when we print new
directories but it also makes
it possible for us to contact
you on the phone, mail your
newsletter &/or offering
statements.
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November at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Nov 5 WELCA Meeting (between services)
Youth Group Meeting 7 pm
Nov 7 Worship & Music Meeting 7 pm
Nov 9 Fellowship Committee Meeting 7 pm
Nov 21 Council Meeting 7 pm
Nov 16 Property Committee meeting 7 pm
Nov 28 Fiber Arts Ministry 6:30 pm
Dec 1 Messenger’s Voice mailing 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Nov 4 Martin Luther Birthday Party 1:30 - 4:30
Nov 5 All Saints’ Sunday
Stewardship Campaign “Kick Off”
Nov 7 WELCA Election Day Bake Sale
Nov 10 Veteran’s Day Observed (Office Closed)
Nov 16 Day of Fasting for World Hunger
Soup Supper/Worship Service 6 pm
Nov 19 Christ the King Sunday
Nov 23 Thanksgiving Day (Office Closed)
Nov 24 Holiday Weekend (Office Closed)
Nov 26 First Sunday of Advent
Deadlines
Nov 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Nov 26 December Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Nov 9 Men’s Group meeting 7 pm
(Host: John Torelli)
Nov 17 Book Club 7 pm
(Host: Jenny Chapman)
Nov 28 “Food & Faith”
Cornerstone Campus Ministry 6 pm

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
November 1st, 15th
(Wednesdays in Advent TBD)
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
November 1st, 8th, 15th, 29th
ACES ~ Sundays; between services
November 5th & 12th

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Sunday, November 5th
You don’t want to be
LATE to church!!

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
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