Vol. 93 No. 1

January/February 2018

THE MESSENGER’S
VOICE
THE GOOD NEWS FROM OUR REDEEMER
A Message from the President

CONTENTS
A Message
from the President. . . . .
A Message
from our Treasurer. . . . .
A Message
from the Pastor. . . . . . . .
From Our Worship Trustee.
Ash Wednesday!. . . . . . . . .
First Things First. . . . . . . . .
Christian Education. . . . . . .
Bible Study!.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
What’s New In ACES?. . . . .
From Your Property
Committee. . . . . . . . . . . .
Conference Room
Cleaning and Organization.
Faith to Action. . . . . . . . . . .
News from the "O" Team!. .
Fellowship News. . . . . . . . .
Men’s Group. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Items Available!. . . . . . . . . .
Birthdays. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thank You. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Book Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
January & February
at a Glance. . . . . . . . . . . .
January Worship Team. . . .
February Worship Team. . .
January Calendar. . . . . . . . .
February Calendar. . . . . . . .
2018 Proposed Budget. . . .

. 1
. 2
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

3
4
4
4
5
5
5

. 6
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

6
7
7
8
8
8
9
9
9

10
. 11
12
13
14
15

Happy New Year. It's 2018; Christmas is over, cold
temperatures have set in, and we're all on diets! I was speaking with
someone at the dentist's office and we were welcoming the fact that
the days are now getting longer. A man spoiled it with the phrase, “As
the days lengthen, the cold strengthens.” Spot on this year. On the
brighter side, you will not be getting my message again until March
when the seed catalogs begin to arrive, the days will be noticeably
longer, temperatures will begin to moderate, and we anticipate Easter
(didn't mention the pangs of Lent). All will be well in the world.
How come we don't shout “Christ is Born” like we do “Christ is
Risen” at Easter? I think we should! That birth over two thousand
years ago did, in fact, change the world. There are atheists,
agnostics, and others who downplay Christ. There are Jews and
Muslims, and Buddhists, and others who don't embrace Christ like we
do, but everyone acknowledges his birth, and his effect on the world.
I found it amusing that many priests and pastors apologized to the
twice a year attendees, for all they hear are the same lessons every
year. One pastor emphasized to his congregation that “we're open all
year.” Yes, we all know the story, but we need reminders of that story
every single year, and maybe more often.
Now that we're all happy about that infamous birth, and being
saved, we need to look inward as Lent approaches. As a young
Catholic (capitalized), I had to choose something to give up, to bear
the pain of not having ~ chocolate, or ice cream, or brussel sprouts
(really). As a Lutheran adult, I realize it's not the giving up, even
though it might help, but being more aware of how we can become
better Christians, and better people....not so different. The whole idea
of Lent, in my mind, is to be cognizant of exactly what Jesus did...how
he suffered for us and how he willingly gave his life so that we wouldn't
have to. The sober atmosphere of the whole Lenten season is to
remind us of his deeds, and to actively anticipate his resurrection at
Easter, when we can again chant "Christ is Risen".
Stay warm, stay on your diet, (the pot calling the kettle black),
and begin to plan the next journey, the journey into Lent, with the
expectation of Spring and Easter to follow.
John Torelli; Council President
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A Message from our Treasurer
The Proposed Budget for 2018 is included in this newsletter. Closing out our “books” for
the year depends on many variables that are not within our control, so the numbers you see in
the column for 2017 are as close as we can get to “final” numbers at the time of the printing of
this newsletter. Our Redeemer closed 2017 with a "net loss" of $29,523.00. This was offset with
restricted income transfers from various memorials. Ultimately ending in a loss of $3,549.00.
2016 ended in a gain of $4,290.00, leaving Our Redeemer flat. Expenses came in as expected.
The Finance Committee, with the approval of the Church Council, has created the 2018
budget. The budget totals $193,390, which proposes a 5.35% increase to income vs. a 5.1%
increase in 2017. The majority of the increase is due to expanding the clerical position from part
time to full time. The budget will be voted upon at the Annual Congregational Meeting, which
will take place Sunday, January 28th. Both the potluck luncheon and the meeting will follow the
11 am service.
From the Financial Secretary: Are you interested in counting the weekly
offerings and preparing the bank deposit? W e would love to have a larger
group of volunteers interested in helping with this aspect of our weekly
worship service.
Are you interested in possibly becom ing the Financial Secretary? My term
will draw to a conclusion at the end of June 2018. If you would like to learn
m ore about the responsibilities of this position, stop in the church office on
a Sunday m orning and I can help you learn about both of those things.
Becca

The 2018 Offering
Envelopes are ready &
available for you to pick
up in the Fellowship Hall.
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A Message from the Pastor
Happy New Year!
We shared that
greeting just over a month ago as our Church
Year began with Advent. Now our calendar
has moved us to 2018 and the beginning of
another year. I watched as many of you
probably did the million people in NYC
freezing their toes off just to be there! I guess
I'm just an old fart by not getting excited about
that particular moment as many others do.
What I am intrigued
about is the idea that we
humans have of time
passing, and all the times
we have to reset, redo,
start over again. We have the new year, new
school year, fiscal year, Church Year,
birthdays, anniversaries, and other dates to
note that give us a renewed sense of grace
and direction. And really, that is a very
Christian thing, as we begin each worship
service with an order for confession that sets
us right with God once again, so our worship
and praise can be unimpeded by those things
that get in the way of God and us.
One of the things I look to for my
preaching and relating to people here in the
parish is the responses I get to my questions,
comments, and preaching. There are times
when people come out after worship and say,
"nice sermon Pastor." I sometimes wonder
what that means, as it is a fairly generic
compliment.
Sometimes it comes from
someone who NEVER says that, so those
words do take on new meaning.
What I have been impressed with since
moving here is the number of people who
make specific comments. I got accused the
other day of making someone cry. They then
went on to share a heartfelt story from their
past that I found amazing. Something I said in
preaching triggered that memory and
connection for them. Others have come out
and mentioned specific words I have used, or
shared their memories or ways I spoke to

them that morning. One person shared with
me about a sermon from weeks before - I
didn't even remember what I spoke about!
That means a lot when people remember
longer back than 1/2 hour or so. I am always
touched by those kinds of comments.
I'm not fishing for more compliments at
this point, or to make an argument for a bigger
raise. I am sharing this because that's how
we grow as people, by sharing our
impressions, our feelings of how we have
been helped by others. We encourage each
other to keep sharing so that they can help us
and others, and to keep growing themselves
in their following Jesus. Think about it - you
might be doing something today that you
never would have considered if you hadn't
been encouraged by someone along the way.
You might be more confident, or willing to step
up because of others around you.
How can you do this for more people in
your life? Look around the dinner table, or at
school, or work, or at worship. Who can you
encourage in their serving? Who could use
that shot in the arm of a compliment
concerning something they do all the time?
Think about those who have done that for you,
and then find ways to say thanks to them for
their care and support.
This is a new year! WooWoo! Every day
we have the chance to start over, to do better,
to be the people God has called us to be!
Hear those words of encouragement from
others! Encourage others with your words, so
that together we can grow in our serving
Jesus!
~Pastor Dan
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From Our Worship Trustee
After the hustle and bustle of Advent and
Christmas, January tends to be a quieter
month here at church. Maybe that's why I
enjoy it so much. Just as God is with us in our
celebrations, he is also with us in the quiet
stillness of the short winter days and long dark
nights.
If you have any suggestions for upcoming
worship, like Lent, or just a special "theme" for
a Sunday, please see Pastor or me. We invite
you to join us for the next Worship & Music
Committee meeting ~ Tuesday, January 9th at
7 pm. Time and Talent surveys have been
collected. If you indicated an interest in one
the many roles that help in worship, you will be
contacted soon. When you belong to a
smaller church, you really know how much you
are needed to help keep everything going
smoothly. We appreciate all of our volunteers
and thank you all!
Linda DeBraccio
Worship & Music Trustee

Ash Wednesday!
Yes folks, Ash Wednesday begins our
season of Lent on the early side, on February
14th . St. Valentine will be posting ashes rather
than arrows this year. We will gather for
worship twice that day. We'll have an 11 am
service and one at 7 pm. Please come to
either.
For our Lenten services this year, we'll
gather for Soup and Bread Suppers at 6 pm
(coming later is OK). Worship will begin at 7
pm with a Taize service. Scriptures for these
services will be drawn from the Psalms,
especially the ones we hear during Lent. The
Psalms are often overlooked as Scripture,
even though every week we hear one! Even
many of our hymns are taken from the
Psalms, which makes sense since Psalms are
just early songs used by God's chosen people.
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Join us for these services. Invite others if
you can. All are welcome for soup and for
worship.
Pastor Dan

First Things First
I'm writing this before Our Redeemer's
final financial figures for 2017 are available, so
I cannot say at this point how close we came
to reaching our goal of balancing our annual
budget. However, the church's financial
statement for the end of November 2017
presented a classic "good news, not-so-good
news" situation.
First, the good news. The total giving to
Our Redeemer (Church, Imprest and
Memorials) through the end of November was
almost $13,000 greater than it was for the
same time period in 2016. This is the sort of
healthy progression in giving that is vital to our
financial health at Our Redeemer. The
not-so-good news, however, is that our giving
to the church, standing alone, was over
$6,000 less than it was for the same period in
2016. This certainly is cause for concern,
especially since our church budget for 2017 is
greater than it was for the preceding year.
Moreover, our expenses for 2017 also
exceeded our expectations, primarily due to
issues concerning repair and upkeep. And
although I do not have the year-end figures for
2017, it also appears that Our Redeemer's
proposed budget for 2018 will call for a
significant increase in giving from whatever
the final figure is for the current year.
This puts me in an awkward position. It is
difficult for me to tell people to decrease their
imprest benevolence, which supports so many
worthwhile causes, or their memorial giving.
Nevertheless, we must remember to keep first
things first; it is our giving to Our Redeemer
that provides the foundation for everything
else. In Matthew 7: 24-27, Jesus tells us how
important it is for us to build on a strong
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foundation. Is the financial foundation we are
providing for our church one of rock or one of
sand? The answer to that question depends
upon the continued faithful stewardship of
each and every member of the congregation.
Thank you for your faithful and prayerful
support throughout the coming year!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Christian Education

Happy New Year!! Sunday School has
had a great start to the first half of the year
and we are looking forward to 2018! As a
reminder, we will be holding the Wise-men
Themed Christmas program during our 9 am
worship service on January 7th! Please invite
your family and friends!
Sunday School will not be held on
Sunday, February 25th.
Remember to dress your children a little
warmer for Sunday School over the next
couple of weeks, as the undercroft tends to be
a bit colder during the winter months.
Please encourage your friends and family
to send their children to Our Redeemer's
Sunday School program!
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee
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Our Wednesday Bible Study will resume
January 17th at 11:30 am. We will begin our
look at Mark's Gospel. All are welcome,
especially those who would rather not travel at
night. We try to stay to about an hour. Really.
We try. This group meets every Wednesday
EXCEPT for the second one of the month.
There will also be an occasional evening
Bible Study, which will also look at Mark’s
Gospel. The first session was on January 4th,
but with the weather and all we didn't cover
much. We will also meet on the following
Tuesdays and Thursdays:
January 16th, 25th & 30th
February 13th, 22nd & 27th
Each month, we'll squeeze in sessions as
we can. We are a very active congregation,
so it is hard to find an open evening for people
to come! I will try to make these sessions
stand alone - look at a chapter or section at a
time - so if you can't make all of them, that's
OK. I mean, it's a Bible Study, so the more
you can make the better! I will also try to have
review notes for those who are taking part as
well. Watch the bulletin for the chapters we'll
study each week.
I would also like to develop a Bible Study
on Facebook and/or via our website. This is in
development, so if you have any ideas about
how to make this a reality, let me know!
Topics, logistics, and other comments
welcome!
Pastor Dan

What’s New In ACES?
Bible Study!
Most of you know our church follows
what's called a three-year lectionary that
chooses various lessons for us to hear on
Sunday mornings. Each of these years pulls
primarily from a different Gospel. This year,
many of the Gospel readings will come from
Mark. To help us hear what is going on with
Mark, we'll offer two series of Bible Studies.

Last fall in ACES, we had a
four-part video series on Martin
Luther, which consisted of excerpts
of a program about Martin Luther.
The excerpts were a Wisconsin
Synod presentation and featured
speakers from that Synod to a large extent.
I've now had a chance to view the entire
broadcast, which includes a great deal of
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material not included in the excerpts we
viewed last Fall, and with a wider range of
speakers. I'd like to devote a number of
classes between services to give people who
would like to find out more about Luther the
chance to see the entire program. Right now,
I'm thinking of starting this series in late
January or early February, so please watch for
further announcements
in your Sunday
bulletin!
Fred Hutchison

From Your Property Committee
Our nine year old church snowblower is in
need of a home to a member of our
community. The proceeds will be used to buy
a smaller snow thrower to handle minor
storms. We are asking $250 for members or
$325 for non-members. Our large snow storm
removal contractor will be Mike Rogers, the
same as in years past.
The fire codes have become more strict,
so we are in the process of updating our
kitchen stove. We have been notified by the
fire department that we must remove the shelf
or move the extinguisher nozzles beneath the
shelf. As we work on a solution, we have
temporarily removed the back panel until this
work has been completed.
The January conference room clean-up
will be taking place soon, led by Cindy
Schulte. This will be an inter-ministry effort to
clean out and organize the conference room
cabinets and allow for storage space of the
music instruments. Please see Cindy’s article
(to the right) for more information.
We are looking into a few security
enhancements for our building for the safety
of our members and staff. This may include
replacing our access keys, a remote security
camera for our front door and better protection
of our Fellowship Hall and sanctuary. We will
be meeting with our security provider to
discuss our needs. Our parking lot lighting will
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be modified to eliminate the amount of light
that shines on our neighbors’ property.
Thanks to Doug Ives for replacing the
doors damaged in the break in and Pastor
Dan for finishing the doors.
Many thanks to all of our volunteers who
strive to keep our grounds looking wonderful
throughout the growing season. Special
thanks to Gregg for his lawn care and the
Garden Club, led by Cindy Schulte. This is a
group of amazing volunteers who keep our
plants and trees healthy and beautiful
throughout the spring and summer months.
In the Spring, we will be replacing our
leaking air conditioner compressor with a unit
that uses a newer, safer refrigerant. Several
of our exterior doors will be repainted in the
warmer months as part of our maintenance
program.
See me or place a note in the mail box if
you have any thoughts or ideas regarding the
building. If you are interested in joining our
ministry or helping out on a task please
contact myself or one of our members.
Please Note: Contributions to replenish the
Building Renovation Fund can be made
through your offering envelope. This fund
helps us plan and pay for our future.
Al Zielaskowski
Property Trustee

Conference Room
Cleaning and Organization
The Property Committee has been asked
to clean and organize the conference room.
Since many church programs use this area for
storage, we will need everyone's help.
We plan to start the project in January by
emptying the cupboards and having the items
reviewed before they are either returned to the
shelves or thrown out. The tables will be full,
so meetings may have to be held in other
rooms.
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We are looking forward to completing this
work. Please let us know if you would like to
help.
Cindy Schulte

Faith to Action
But someone will say, "You have faith; I have
deeds." Show me your faith without deeds,
and I will show you my faith by my deeds.
James 2:18 NIV.
As Christians, we know that putting our
faith to action is the thing to do. What good is
it to have faith and not do anything with that
faith? As Lutherans, we believe we are saved
by grace through faith, and that is most
certainly true. What we do with our faith is just
as important as knowing that we are saved. In
the New Year, let's all put our faith to action.
Here are just a few ways to let people know
that God is at work through your faith:
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Bethesda Sandwiches - Join the crew to
make sandwiches immediately after the first
Sunday service on January 14th and
February 11th in the Fellowship Hall. Contact
Audrey Chouffi for details.
Harvest for the Hungry - Donations to
Scotia-Glenville and SICM food pantries are
always needed, especially in the cold months
of winter. I encourage you to drop-off a
non-perishable food item when attending
Sunday services or anytime. Place your food
item in either basket provided in the
Fellowship Hall on your way up to service or
put a little something in your offering for either
pantry.
Let your light shine!
Mike Mehigan
Social Ministry Trustee

News from the "O" Team!
•

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen - volunteers
from Our Redeemer will be cooking and
deboning turkeys and serving hot turkey
sandwiches at the Salvation Army in
Schenectady. If you can help, here are the
dates:

•

•
•
•
•

Tuesday, January 23rd - Cooking at
church
Wednesday, January 24th - Picking Bones
at church
Friday, January 26th - Serving complete
lunch at the Salvation Army in
Schenectady
If you can help, please contact:

Warren Sheldon-Hughes
BA Sheldon-Hughes
Ron Pucci

•
•

Our Prayer Chain team continues to hold
requests in prayer whenever prayer
requests are made.
The Fiber Arts Ministry continues to meet
and complete projects for various
ministries in the area. The next meeting
will be at church on January 23rd.
Our next Outreach Committee meeting will
be February 6th at 6:30 pm (Mary's house).
Anyone interested in attending with their
ideas for future Outreach programs is
invited to participate.
Thanks to all who helped with Holiday on
the Ave this year.
Please invite your neighbors and friends to
Soup and Bread suppers and Lenten
worship experiences.

Mary Rainey
Outreach Trustee

8 The Messenger’s Voice

Fellowship News
Happy New Year!! Before you start
compiling a list of new goals, you should take
a moment to celebrate the progress that was
made in the last year and pay tribute to the
work God has done in our lives.
Our Annual Meeting and potluck will take
place following the second service on January
28th. There will be a sign-up sheet posted in
the Fellowship Hall. Please indicate the
number of people attending, the dish you
would like to share and if you are able to
assist with set-up or clean-up.
Our traditional Soup and Bread Suppers
will be held Wednesday evenings during Lent,
with the first one taking place February 21st.
Volunteers will be needed to provide soups
and other meal items each week. Watch for
sign-up sheets to appear once February
arrives. Please come join us!
We still need volunteers to host coffee
fellowship. Please consider signing up if you
haven't already.
As a reminder, the
responsibilities for hosting fellowship include
setting out a snack and clean up. Some great
snack ideas are fruit, cheese and crackers or
baked goods. The clean up starts around
11:00 and includes emptying and rinsing out
the coffee pots, disposing of all food and
wiping off tables/kitchen counters.
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

Men’s Group
We had a real good turn out for the
Christmas dinner at the Turf Tavern with 25
people attending. Thanks to all who came.
We had fun!
Our next meeting will be held at the home
of Warren Sheldon on January 11th. The
study will be Hebrews 11:1-40 ~ Faith Journey
(page 1677).
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If you have any questions about the Men's
Group or how to get involved, please contact
me.
Chuck Cox

Items Available!
As you know we
have upgraded the PA
system in the sanctuary
and added one in the
fellowship hall.
This
made some of the former
equipment unnecessary
for our use, as well as a few other things that
have been sitting around. Here is a list of
what is available, currently in Pastor Dan's
office. If you are interested, please speak with
him. All items are available on a first come,
first served basis. Contributions can be made
to ORLC for these.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 6" wall speakers with volume
adjustment knob
2 JBL speakers
2 10" W x 19" T x 9" D stereo system
speakers with wall mount brackets
1 SONY dual cassette deck model
TCWE-675
1 Pioneer dual cassette deck model
CT-W302R
1 SONY VCR model SLV-675HF
1 GE VCR model 9-7156
1 Space Technologies 2 channel PA
Amplifier
1 BOGEN 5 channel (2 aux) amplifier
1 Marantz Stereo Model 2240

All are as is (none are anywhere near
new). You can look at them, plug them in, and
check them out as you wish. It is preferred
that once they go, they don't come back.
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Birthdays

Book Club
Thank You

1/01
1/01
1/04
1/06
1/06
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/13
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/21
1/25
1/25
1/27
1/31

2/02
2/03
2/03
2/07
2/08
2/15
2/18
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/22

Cindy Friedman
Pamela Townsend
Jenny Chapman
Gail Beatty
Ella Jensen
Travis Herron
Daniel Schettine
Marisa Martin
Marilyn Utter
Molly Holman
Grace O'Connor
Gladys Cox
Karen Keenan
Andrea Micalizzi
Giana Riegel
Ronald Phillips
Richard Keenan

Jessie Roensch
LindaDeBraccio
Julia Dion
Gerry Chapman
Ruth Brisee
Mary Quaglieri
Amanda Gogis
Kimberly Leininger
Kyle Fellows
Ivan Skomp
Virginia Weston
Dawn Denegar
Jessica Rossler
BA Sheldon-Hughes

Bethesda House for our
donation of sandwiches in
the month of November.

We recently received a
deposits from Thrivent
Choice totaling $45.00. Our
Redeemer would like to
thank Dan O’Connor for
directing his Choice Dollars
to our church.

The
Book
Club will meet on
Friday,
January
19th at the home of
Gladys Cox. We
will be discussing
the book, "The
Christmas Shoppe" by
Melody Carlson. This is a
short book about a woman
who opens a very special
shoppe. Enjoy the read and
I look forward to seeing you
at Book Club.
Gladys Cox

We would like to thank Lisa
Fellows and Mike Blick who
recently donated copies of
these two movies to the
church library so that others
can sign them out and view
at home:
During our Advent Mid-Week
services, we used a door to
"post" responses about how
we see or experience God
with us. We talked about
Jesus' presence in the past,
the present, in the future, and
then about God's continuing
promises to us.
These
responses are posted on the
door in the Fellowship Hall.

10 The Messenger’s Voice

January/February 2018

January & February at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Jan 7 Youth Group Meeting 5:30 pm
Jan 9 Elder’s Meeting 6:30 pm
Worship & Music Committee Meeting 7 pm
Jan 11 Fellowship Committee Meeting 7 pm
Jan 18 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
Jan 23 Fiber Arts Ministry Meeting 6:30 pm
Council Meeting 7 pm
Feb 4 Youth Group Meeting 6 pm
Feb 15 Property Committee meeting 7 pm
Feb 20 Council Meeting 7 pm
Feb 23 Messenger’s Voice mailing 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Jan 7 Sunday School Epiphany Pageant 9 am service
Jan 14 Bethesda Sandwich making ~ 10 am
Jan 28 Potluck Luncheon & Annual Meeting ~ 12 pm
Feb 4 “Soup”er Bowl Sunday ~ Noisy Offering
Feb 11 Bethesda Sandwich making ~ 10 am
Feb 14 Ash Wednesday Worship Service 11 am & 7 pm
Feb 21 Soup & Bread Supper 6 pm
Lenten Worship Service 7 pm
Feb 28 Soup & Bread Supper 6 pm
Lenten Worship Service 7 pm
Deadlines
Jan 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Jan 7 Annual Report Deadline
Feb 18 March Messenger’s Voice Deadline
Jan 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Jan 7 Annual Meeting Reports Due

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Jan 11 Men’s Group Meeting 7 pm
(Host: Warren Sheldon-Hughes)
Jan 19 Book Club 7 pm
(Host: Gladys Cox)
Jan 26 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Feb 6 Outreach Committee Meeting
6:30 pm (Mary’s house)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
January 17th, 24th, 31st
February 7th, 21st, 28th
Evening Bible Study ~ 7 pm
January 16th, 25th, 30th
February 13th, 22nd, 27th
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
Switches to 8 pm during Lent
(February 21st & 28th)
ACES ~ Will resume late Jan./early Feb.

Christmas Eve at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

Sunday, January 28 th
Potluck Luncheon ~ 12 pm
M eeting to Follow

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
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