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Mardi Gras, Spanish for Fat Tuesday.
Valentine's Day, a day for romance and love. Ash
Wednesday, the day that begins the season of
Lent. And all of this in a two day period. Talk about
mood swings! Mardi Gras is the celebration that always takes
place the Tuesday before Lent begins...the last chance to
overdo food, drink, and ribaldry before Lent begins and we turn
serious about the sufferings of Christ. The feast of St. Valentine
falls on February 14th every year....it just happened to coincide
with Ash Wednesday this year. The season of Lent, however,
continues for forty days, plenty of time to contemplate exactly
what Jesus did for us and how he changed the world. We
“celebrate” Lent with evening services on Wednesdays, following
a soup supper, a throwback I suspect, to giving up full dinners.
We are encouraged to reflect on our lives, to appreciate what we
have, and to try to become better Christians by following the
example of Christ's presence on Earth.
There is good news, besides the Resurrection to come on
Easter, which, obviously, is the best 'good news' ever. Spring is
looking closer and closer, with hints of warmer temperatures,
longer days, and a chance to be outdoors with nature once
again. March is very mercurial, that is feet of snow and/or eighty
degree day time highs. But let us not get ahead of ourselves.
It is still winter, and the season of Lent, so let us persevere and
live day by day as we have no assurance of anything, except the
love of Jesus Christ.
Take the time during Lent to be more introspective. See
what you can do to improve your Christian life by coming to
services, sharing soup and fellowship, listening, again, to the
trials endured by Christ for our sake. God Bless, and we'll see
you in church.
John Torelli
Council President
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Spotlight On.....Thad Raushi
This month we focus on one of the most interesting people at Our Redeemer, Thad
Raushi who serves as an Elder Emeritus and a member of the Caring For Our Own committee.
Thad grew up in Irondequoit, NY (near Rochester). After his parents moved to Scotia, they
became members of Our Redeemer. Thad met and married his lovely wife, Sylvia, in 1963.
They had 2 children, Dave and Deb, who were confirmed at Our Redeemer.
Thad attended Valparaiso University in a Youth Leadership training program and received
a BA in Theology. He interned as a Youth Director at Our Savior Lutheran in Aurora, Illinois.
This is where he met Sylvia. He says it was love at first sight but Sylvia doesn't believe it. Ask
and Thad will be happy to tell the story. Thad became a Counselor with the Federal
Neighborhood Youth Corps in Schenectady and later served twenty years as College Counselor
and Sociology instructor at Schenectady County Community College. Thad also earned an MS
in Higher Education and a Ph.D in Social Work, both from the University at Albany.
After a diagnosis of an incurable lymphoma and Alzheimer's Disease, he moved on to
speaking and writing for the Alzheimer's and Leukemia/Lymphoma associations. Thad has
written several books about his experiences coping with these two medical diagnosis. He will
gladly tell you about his writings.
Thad has served in many volunteer positions. He served
as Director of the Board for Samaritan Homes in Delmar &
The Messenger's Voice
Albany. Here at Our Redeemer, he served as Congregation
is published monthly
President when Pastor Meyer was Called. He has served as one
(except for combined July/August edition)
of our SICM representatives, and more recently, he served on
by
the Steering Committee and the Call Committee that
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
130 S. Reynolds Street
recommended Pastor Dan to the Congregation. Thad says his
Scotia, NY 12302
philosophy is "live doing the best you can with what you have at
(518) 393-5031
the time" and "live filled with joy, thankful to God for every
www.OurRedeem er.cc
moment you are alive". We here at Our Redeemer thank God
ORLC@ nycap.rr.com
that he sent Thad to be with us. God bless Thad, Sylvia and their
Staff: Pastor
family now and always.
Rev. Daniel M. May
Music Director
Wayne Hawkins
Administrative Assistant
Melissa Jerreld
Nursery Director
Jessica Rossler
Sexton
Richard Tessitore
Deadline for copy: The Sunday
of the m onth prior to the last
Friday of the m onth. See church
calendar in this edition for date.
Editor reserves the right to edit
for content & space.

Large print edition
available upon request,
call 393-5031.
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A Message from the Pastor
When I was a child, I used to listen to
WABC, music radio, an AM station out of New
York City! Weekdays from 2-6pm Dan Ingram
was the DJ. Yes, AM stations used to play
music! Back before videos, MP3s, and FM
becoming popular. Sometimes at the end of
a song, Dan would play a sound byte that
proclaimed "instant replay…" and a good
portion of the song played again.
Long way to go to tell you that, by the
comments I received Ash Wednesday, I
should share the story again. I neglected to
share that this story seems to be written by
Henri Nouwen, a well-known author of many
devotional materials. I think this story gets at
the whole "Where is God?" question, and is a
very good way to reflect on fine tuning our own
spirituality during Lent.
In a mother's womb were two babies.
One asked the other: "Do you believe in life
after delivery?"
The other replied, "Why, of course. There
has to be something after delivery. Maybe we
are here to prepare ourselves for what we will
be later."
"Nonsense" said the first. "There is no life
after delivery. What kind of life would that be?"
The second said, "I don't know, but there will
be more light than here. Maybe we will walk
with our legs and eat from our mouths. Maybe
we will have other senses that we can't
understand now."
The first replied, "That is absurd. Walking
is impossible. And eating with our mouths?
Ridiculous!
The umbilical cord supplies
nutrition and everything we need. But the
umbilical cord is so short. Life after delivery is
to be logically excluded."
The second insisted, "Well I think there is
something and maybe it's different than it is
here. Maybe we won't need this physical cord
anymore."

The first replied, "Nonsense. And if there
is life after delivery, then why has no one has
ever come back from there? Delivery is the
end of life, and in the after-delivery there is
nothing but darkness and silence and oblivion.
It takes us nowhere."
"Well, I don't know," said the second, "but
certainly we will meet Mother and she will take
care of us."
The first replied "Mother? You actually
believe in Mother? That's laughable. If Mother
exists then where is She now?"
The second said, "She is all around us.
We are surrounded by her. We are of Her. It
is in Her that we live. Without Her this world
would not and could not exist."
Said the first: "Well I don't see Her, so it is
only logical that She doesn't exist."
To which the second replied, "Sometimes,
when you're in silence and you focus and you
really listen, you can perceive Her presence,
and you can hear Her loving voice, calling
down from above."
Focus and listen. Perceive and hear. We
are in a season that begins with ashes and
ends with an empty cross, an empty tomb,
and a risen Jesus! We do believe in some
crazy stuff as Christians! Believers have been
blessed with Jesus' presence and passing on
this Good News for almost 2 millennia, so
there must be something to it! Believe in
God's crazily gracious and loving call and
claim on you this day, this Lent, and always.

~Pastor Dan
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From Our Worship Trustee
Lent has begun and Our Redeemer has
many different ways for you to pause, reflect,
re-evaluate, repent and celebrate. Sundays
will continue to have both 9 am and 11am
services where we will hear about Jesus'
ministry. Wednesdays at 7 pm, Pastor will
explore the Psalms and see how they can
deepen our Lenten journey.
Daytime and evening Bible Study has also
been scheduled (see the bulletin and calendar
for dates). Come to learn, pray, confess and
celebrate at any and all of these services.
Hope to see you there!
The Worship and Music Committee will
meet Tuesday, march 6th at 7 pm to plan the
remainder Lent and Easter. Please join us
and share your ideas.
Linda DeBraccio
Worship & Music Trustee

Another Year, Another Challenge
I've been writing these articles for the
Messenger's Voice in my position as your
stewardship trustee since the first year of the
Obama Administration (he's now out of office,
while I'm still in), and one thing I've always
tried to do is accentuate the positive. I'm
delighted to be able to say that Our Redeemer
finished its 2017 budget on a very high note,
with church offerings of over $27,500 in
December. Just think, if we reached that figure
every month of the year, we would be able to
have an annual budget of over $330,000, and
be able to pay Pastor Dan and Melissa
something closer to what they are actually
worth to our congregation. Well, one can
always dream.
Nevertheless, let's build upon our strong
finish to 2017. Our budget for 2018 gives us
a target to do exactly that. At Our Redeemer's
Ninety-Third Annual Meeting, held on Sunday,
January 28, 2018, the congregation passed a

January/February 2018

budget which calls for contributions of
$189,090 in 2018. This figure represents an
increase of over 17% from our offerings in
2017. Now, this may strike some people in
the congregation as an unrealistic goal we
have set for ourselves. However, as I alluded
to above, I've held this position for some time
now, and experience has taught me that, if the
congregation pulls together, things have a way
of getting done and goals often get met.
While I do not want to deny the fact that we
have set a challenging goal for ourselves,
neither do I want to give the impression that
this is something that is overly ambitious.
Once again, I do not claim any superior insight
or knowledge on this subject, but I'm simply
going by Our Redeemer's past track record.
And let's remember that our church has been
spreading the message of the Gospel for 93
years, in bad economic times as well as good
ones, and I trust that Our Redeemer will still
be doing so 93 years from now.
So let's approach this challenge with an
optimism which is not fanciful but rather
historical. Lent is a time for reflection and for
us to focus on the things that have lasting
value. Our church and the message it
proclaims should be right at the top of our
lists.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

The Season of Spring
is Upon Us!
Give, and it will be given to you. Good
measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap. For with
the measure you use it will be measured back
to you." Luke 6:38
Thank you to the families who have been
donating to our Lenten Project this year,
donating to the Ronald McDonald house. This
invaluable community service brings support
and energy to many families in need.
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As we end our Lenten season, we'd like to
welcome our Sunday School families to join us
for a traditional Seder Meal on Palm Sunday,
March 25th. Sunday School will not meet on
Easter Sunday, April 1st.
The Youth Group will meet on March 4th at
7 pm. Since Easter falls on April 1st (no joke!),
we will push off our April meeting by one week
and meet on April 8th at 7 pm.
Houston bound youth will
meet after the second service
on March 25th. Pack a lunch,
check your email (Pastor Dan
will be sending stuff soon!)
and let's get ready to go!
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

What’s New In ACES?
In ACES, we will be
continue our study of Martin
Luther between services on the
following Sundays:
March 4 & 11
April 8 & 15
In each class, we will be viewing
segments of the movie produced for PBS
called "Martin Luther: The Idea That Changed
the World." We will leave time for discussion
thereafter. If you would like to find out more
about the person who started the Protestant
Reformation and who our particular Christian
denomination is named after, here's your
chance. We hope you can attend!
Fred Hutchison

Bible Study on Mark
Our current Bible Studies on Mark will
continue through the month of March. Please
check out the calendar for the varying dates
both the evening study and the Wednesday
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morning study will meet. Each week, the
bulletin will indicate where we are in this study.
Some good conversation and insights have
been shared!
Come gather with
sisters and brothers as
we read and study
God's Word!
Pastor Dan

Fellowship News
Our Soup and Bread Suppers are here
again. Please consider making your favorite
soup to share and worship together during the
Lenten season. If you are interested in
sharing your favorite soup or bread, the
sign-up sheets are posted in the Fellowship
Hall. The Soup and Bread suppers will begin
on Wednesday, February 21st and continue
through March 21st. Everyone is welcome to
gather between 5:30-6:00 in the Fellowship
Hall with supper beginning at 6 pm. You are
then invited to join us for our Lenten (Taize)
Worship service at 7 pm.
There are so many things that go well
together:
peanut butter & jelly,
bread & butter
bacon & eggs,
and of course coffee & yummy treats!
Please consider signing up to host coffee
fellowship. The sign-up sheet is posted in the
Fellowship Hall. Directions for hosting and
clean up are posted in the kitchen. Coffee
goes so much better with a little treat to enjoy!!
The next Fellowship Committee meeting
will be held Thursday, March 1st at 7pm.
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

6 The Messenger’s Voice

Missed Opportunity
As I was thinking of
what to write during this
Lenten season, I came
across a posting to Our
Redeemer's Facebook
page. The post is from the
words of Pope Francis and
is titled "Do You Want to
Fast This Lent?" It goes on
to list eleven ways we can
fast from our fearful and selfish actions,
words, feelings and inner thoughts and
instead, replace them with kindness, hope,
patience, silence, gratitude, compassion,
prayerfulness, joy and trust in God. I was
reminded of a recent event where I had an
opportunity to share with a homeless person.
We have all seen them, the folks with signs
standing at the entrance to a shopping plaza
or at a busy intersection. My wife wanted to
give the person a few bucks while we were
waiting for our traffic light to turn green. She
said "Jesus would want us to help him" and I
replied that there are safe places close by that
he can find food, shelter and an opportunity to
learn new skills. Giving him money might just
feed an addiction that is keeping him down.
Our light turned green, we drove along our
way, leaving him in the rear view mirror. I
missed an opportunity. As the Social Ministry
Trustee for Our Redeemer, I failed to respond
to a need that was right in front of me. I felt
bad, guilty and it has bothered me, especially
as I participate in Ash Wednesday and Lent
services.
How do I make this right? I can confess
to God what I have "left undone" and do better
next time. I can always have a little something
(bottled water or a granola bar) in the car(s) to
respond to someone in need. I can share my
blessings with our local food pantry or the
larger Schenectady (SICM) food program.
Needless to say, I put a little something extra
in the food pantry basket this week. Lent is a
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time to reflect on what God has done for you
and me, and to make some changes for the
better.
Here are some upcoming opportunities to
do better here at Our Redeemer, sharing
hope, compassion, gratitude, joy, caring and
most of all trust in God during the season of
Lent.
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Tuesday, March 6th Cooking at church
Wednesday, March 7th Picking Bones at church
Friday, March 9th Serving lunch at the Salvation Army
in Schenectady
If you can help, please contact:
Warren Sheldon-Hughes
BA Sheldon-Hughes
Ron Pucci
Bethesda Sandwiches - Join the crew to
make sandwiches for the folks at Bethesda
House in Schenectady at 10 am on Sunday,
March 11th in the Fellowship Hall. Contact
Audrey Chouffi for details.
Harvest for the Hungry - Donations to
Scotia-Glenville and SICM food pantries are
always needed. During Lent, I encourage you
to make a monetary offering or drop off a
non-perishable food item when attending
Wednesday evening or Sunday services.
While non-perishable items are always
welcome, monetary donations go farther.
Please see the SICM information on the
Social Ministry bulletin board in the Fellowship
Hall.
SICM volunteers and delegates - We have
members of Our Redeemer who have been
volunteers for and delegates to the
Schenectady Inner City Ministry for many
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years, but it is always good to have one or two
other folks who would like to participate in or
attend monthly SICM Assembly meetings.
These SICM meetings are held at a different
Schenectady area church each month.
Please check out the SICM website for
information on what SICM is and what they do
(www.sicm.us) Information on SICM and
upcoming events can be found on the Social
Ministries bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
If you are interested in being a SICM delegate,
please contact Mike Mehigan.

Schenectady CROP Walk 2018 - The
recruiters meeting for the May 7th CROP Walk
will be on March 13th, 5:30 to 7 pm at
Emmanuel Friedens Church, 218 Nott Terrace
in Schenectady (next to MVP). Anyone
interested in serving as a CROP Walk
recruiter for Our Redeemer is welcome to
attend. Contact Mike Mehigan or Ron Pucci
for details.

Mike Mehigan
Social Ministry Trustee

Your Property Committee
Our nine year old church snowblower is
still without a good home. The proceeds will
be used to buy a smaller snow thrower to
handle minor storms. We are asking $250 for
members or $325 for non-members.
We have taken our stove shelf to a metal
shop to be reconstructed so our stove can
pass fire department inspections. It will be
back in place within a month.
The January conference room clean-up is
nearing completion. This project was led by
Cindy Schulte and Sylvia Raushi, with the
support of Betty Ann Sheldon-Hughes, Janice
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Walz and Wayne Hawkins. This was an
inter-ministry effort to clean out and organize
the conference room cabinets and allow for
storage space of the music instruments. A
few items are still available on the “Take Me
Home” table in the Fellowship Hall.
We are looking into a few security
enhancements for our building for the safety
of our members and staff. This may include
replacing our access keys, a remote security
camera for our front door and better protection
of our Fellowship Hall and sanctuary. We will
be meeting with our security provider to
discuss our needs. Our parking lot lighting will
be modified to reduce the amount of light that
shines on our neighbors’ property.
When the weather warms we will replace
the threshold on the South Reynolds Street
door. The wood has split over the years and
causes the front door to stick.
Two of the pews in the sanctuary have
developed a gap between the seat and back.
We'll need to clamp and re-fasten the pews,
which are nailed together. The pews remain
structurally sound.
In the Spring, we will be replacing our
leaking air conditioner compressor with a unit
that uses a newer, safer refrigerant. Several
of our exterior doors will be repainted in the
warmer months as part of our maintenance
program.
If you have any thoughts or ideas
regarding the building, see me or place a note
in the property trustee mailbox. If you are
interested in joining our ministry or helping out
on a task, please contact myself or one of our
members.
Please Note: Contributions to replenish the
Building Renovation Fund can be made
through your offering envelope. This fund
helps us plan and pay for our future.
Al Zielaskowski
Property Trustee
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News from the "O" Team!
Please think about inviting neighbors,
friends, relatives, &/or co-workers to Our
Redeemer for Soup and Bread Suppers, any
worship service or fellowship event or to
attend any service event that we are doing
here at Our Redeemer or in the community.
If you see new faces at church, please
welcome and assist them in any way needed.
Invite them to coffee fellowship, show them
the nursery if they have a small child, show
them the Sunday School if they have an older
child, introduce them to others. We want to
make sure they feel welcomed!! Remember,
we are ALL on the Outreach Team!
Mary Rainey
Outreach Trustee

Nominating Committee Update
Your congregation Nominating Committee
is in the process of seeking nominees to serve
in eight open positions on the church council.
Up for election at our May Voter's Meeting will
be:
• President
• Vice President
• Recording Secretary
• Financial Secretary
• Worship and Music Trustee
• Social Ministry Trustee
• Outreach Trustee
• Stewardship Trustee
If you have never served on church
council, it may be time to answer the call to
serve your congregation this way. If you have
served in the past and desire to serve again or
would like to know more about any given
position, please contact someone on the
committee or the person currently holding the
position. In addition, we have posted the job
descriptions in the Fellowship Hall under the
pictures of those currently serving on council.
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Thank you for your prayerful
consideration. Members of the Nominating
Committee include: Bob Abrams, Gail Beatty,
Doug Ives, Mary Rainey, Janice Walz and
Cindy Zielaskowski. John Torelli and Pastor
Dan serve as ex officio members.
Mary Rainey
Nominating Committee Chairperson

Men’s Group
The men would like to thank Gladys Cox
for all the goodies we had at Men's Group in
February and thank Warren and BA for the
goodies at the January meeting. We had
good fellowship at both meetings and the food
was great.
On March 8th, we will meet at Pastor Dan's
at 7 pm. The study will be Titus 2:1-15 "The
Power of Blessing." If you can, please try to
make this meeting, for we have some things
that we need to decide on.
If you have any questions about the Men's
Group or how to get involved, please contact
me.
Chuck Cox

WELCA
We all know the wonderful feeling of a hot
shower on a cold winter day or washing the
sweat and dirt off with cool water in August.
Every week, we proclaim being washed clean
of sin in our Baptism. In that spirit, WELCA is
collecting bars of soap to donate to Lutheran
World Relief later this spring. Personal sized
soap (4-5oz) is preferred but any brand can be
donated, still in its original wrapping. Please
leave your donation in the collection bin
labelled “WELCA Soap Collection” in the
Fellowship Hall.
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WELCA will meet Tuesday, March 13th at
6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall for some
fellowship, fun and a discussion of faith in our
lives. Please stop by!
Linda DeBraccio

Book Club
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Based on one of America's most
notorious real-life scandals - in which Georgia
Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption
organization, kidnaped and sold poor children
to wealthy families all over the country - Lisa
Wingate's riveting, wrenching, and ultimately
uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the
paths we take can lead to many places, the
heart never forgets where we belong.

Greetings from Rengwe Parish
Betty Cristiano will host the next Book
Club meeting at 7 pm on Friday, March 16th.
Her address is 4 Lavant Lane, Burnt Hills.
They will be discussing the book Before We
Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. The following is
a description of the book.
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old
Rill Foss and her four younger
siblings live a magical life aboard
their family's Mississippi River
shanty boat. But when their father
must rush their mother to the
hospital one stormy night, Rill is
left in charge - until strangers arrive in force.
Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown
into a Tennessee Children's Home Society
orphanage, the Foss children are assured that
they will soon be returned to their parents - but
they quickly realize the dark truth. At the
mercy of the facility's cruel director, Rill fights
to keep her sisters and brother together in a
world of danger and uncertainty.
Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born
into wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford
seems to have it all: a successful career as a
federal prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a
lavish wedding on the horizon. But when
Avery returns home to help her father weather
a health crisis, a chance encounter leaves her
with uncomfortable questions and compels her
to take a journey through her family's
long-hidden history, on a path that will
ultimately lead either to devastation or to
redemption.

Since Luckson Magwizi's pastoral
internship for the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Zimbabwe took place at Our Redeemer in
2000, we have been twinned with Luckson's
first parish, Rengwe, our sister parish in
Zimbabwe. We have helped electrify the
parish and provided a grist mill. Parishioners
use the mill to grind their corn into corn meal,
which is their daily sustenance.
When Mary Rainey visited them in 2010,
she brought them many other gifts from the
church.
Rengwe Parish has had three
different Pastors since Luckson. The parish,
which consists of six rural churches, has
continued to grow. One of the elders of the
church recently contacted Mary to wish our
congregation many thanks, blessings and
prayers. They hope their brothers and sisters
at Our Redeemer in New York know how
much they appreciate the gifts they have
received and want us to know they pray for us
as well.

Due to space limitations, we
were not able to include the
order form to purchase
Easter Lilies or Mums. The
order form will be included in
the bulletin on March 4th & 11th, with orders
due March 18th. If you are unable to be here
one of those Sundays, but would like to place
an order, please call the church office at 518393-5031.
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Birthdays

3/01
3/03
3/04
3/05
3/07
3/07
3/08
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/14
3/14
3/15
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/19
3/20
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/31

Donna Anscombe
Heidi Tallman
Eunice Rice
David Schettine
Ethan Robar
Janet Taylor
Kevin Zoeller
Susan Hering
Edward Weston, Jr
Millie McMullen
Gavin Armstrong
Connor Blick
Mary Townsend
Ron Capello
Mallory Schettine
Jim Tallman
Sandra Bellomo
David Jennings
Karol Lunde
Madeline Herron
Emily Holman
R.J. Holman
Pastor Dan May
Janice Wujciak
Gail Bassi
Nolan Taylor
Theodore Seefeld
Karin Restina
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4/02
4/03
4/05
4/07
4/08
4/09
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/15
4/17
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/30

Richie Novak
Emily Robar
Varro Clarke
Carolyn Fall
Salvatore Martin
Randy Jerreld
Megan Meyer
Drusilla Denegar
Cindy Schulte
Samuel Stecher
Sean O'Connor
John P. Smith
Elva Hutchison
Cindy Zielaskowski
Lois Kline
Kristen Rossler
Luana Moross
Helen Stecher
Robert Salerno, Jr.
Meredith Colacino
Nancy Novak
Phyllis Clas
Scott Dion
Kelli Torelli
Elizabeth Harrington

Thank You

SICM for our generous
donations totaling $176.66
for October & November. A
separate note of thanks for
our 2017 total contributions in
the amount of $2,323.40.
Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our generous
donations totaling $175.66 in
October & November.

4/02 Matthew Barnes
4/02 Jan Hall
4/02 Liam Meyer

Bethesda House for our
donation of sandwiches in
the month of December.

Through our 2017 Budgeted
Benevolences offerings, we
received thanks from:
Joan Nicole Prince Home
for a donation of $75.00
&
YWCA of NorthEastern NY
for a donation of $50.00

We recently received two
deposits from Thrivent
Choice totaling $406.00. Our
Redeemer would like to thank
the following individuals for
directing their Choice Dollars
to our church:
• Melissa Jerreld
• Cindy Schulte
• Leslie Thiele
• Mary Townsend
• Al Zielaskowski
Reminder: Don’t let Choice
Dollars Expire!! Eligible
Thrivent Financial members
who have Choice Dollars
available have until March
31st to direct any remaining
2017 Choice Dollars.

We would like to thank all of
the members who shop
online at:
www.smile.amazon.com
We received a payment in
the amount of $10.47, which
is a percentage of the total
sales made in the fourth
quarter of 2017.
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March at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Mar 1 Fellowship Committee Meeting 7 pm
Mar 4 Youth Group Meeting 7 pm
Mar 6 Worship & Music Committee Meeting 7 pm
Mar 13 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
Mar 15 Property Committee meeting 7 pm
Mar 18 Voter’s Meeting ~ following 10 am service
Mar 20 Council Meeting 7 pm
Mar 23 Messenger’s Voice mailing 11:30 am
Mar 25 Houston Bound Youth Meeting ~ 12 pm

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Mar 8 Men’s Group Meeting 7 pm
(Host: Pastor Dan)
Mar 9 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Mar 16 Book Club 7 pm
(Host: Betty Cristiano)

Events/Special Services at Church
Mar 7 Soup & Bread Supper 6 pm
Lenten Worship Service 7 pm
Mar 11 Bethesda Sandwich making ~ 10 am
Mar 14 Soup & Bread Supper 6 pm
Lenten Worship Service 7 pm
Mar 21 Soup & Bread Supper 6 pm
Lenten Worship Service 7 pm
Mar 25 Palm Sunday Worship Services 9 & 11 am
Mar 29 Maundy Thursday Worship Services 11 am & 7 pm
Mar 30 Good Friday Worship Service 7 pm
Apr 1 Easter Sunday Worship Services 9 & 11 am
Easter Brunch ~ between services
Deadlines
Mar 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Mar 18 April Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
March 7th, 21st, & 28th
Evening Bible Study ~ 7 pm
March 13th, 22nd, & 27th
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays; 8 pm
March 7th, 14th, 21st
Maundy Thursday (March 29th) 8 pm
ACES ~ Sundays ~ 10 am
March 4th & 11th

Web Site News
The new Our Redeemer website was released the week of February
4 . There are several internal and external improvements including: The
menus now contain drop down menus. The revolving photos have been changed to reflect
Sunday School and upcoming events. The photos will now pause. Our worship schedule has
been added next to the revolving photos. The ELCA Daily Prayer feed & ELCA News feed have
been added. The ORLC Facebook timeline has been added. Faith Formation has been moved
to one page.
Next Steps: We will add, improve and highlight our ministries. We will also add upcoming
events content, an electronic giving page, a 'What to Expect' from our church page and
downloadable weekly bulletins. We will also fix some “bugs” to make it more user friendly.
Please visit www.ourredeemer.cc to check out the improvements. We thank Al Zielaskowski
for taking on the role of webmaster. He is doing a great job. If you have any comments or
suggestions, please speak to him.
th

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

March 29th
Maundy Thursday services,
11am and 7pm
March 30th
Good Friday service,
7pm

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.

April 1s t
The Resurrection of Our Lord,
Easter Sunday
9 and 11am

Joshua 24:15
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