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Happy and Blessed Easter! Lent is almost over as
we prepare to suffer through Holy Week just as Christ
did, only without the monumental consequences. We
reflect on how much his suffering and death means to us
and our lives. “Savior” seems a meager term for Him, but
it sums up his role in how we live, day to day, and how we
will eventually die. We owe Him a lot, and it makes us
feel good when we return his generosity with our love,
helping each other, giving help to those in need…all of
the things we should do.
Easter also ushers in Spring…maybe not this year
with the warmer temperatures we're looking forward to,
but it is coming. Flowers, birds, leaves on trees are but
a few things we will see and enjoy. Bugs, mowing the
lawn, spring clean-up…not so much, but we will get
through it and wait impatiently for summertime.
Let us all take the time to appreciate what we
have, what we expect, to savor the fact that we have
Jesus in our lives, and to share and spread the love that
is given to us, unconditionally. God Bless, and we'll see
you in church.
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John Torelli
Council President
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Who’s In For A FUN Evening?
The Fellowship Committee is coordinating an outing to see Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at the Homemade Theater in Saratoga on
Saturday, May 5th at 7:30 pm. We have pre-reserved 15 tickets at the group rate
of $25.00 per ticket. If you are interested in attending, please sign up in the
Fellowship Hall by Sunday, April 8th. We are required to confirm the number
attending by April 13th. People of ALL ages are invited, and we encourage you to
invite a friend to attend as well. Here is a brief description of the show:
One of the most enduring shows of all time, Joseph is a warm-hearted and brilliant
celebration of words, music, dance and color, about Joseph, the boy with the coat of many colors
who changed the course of history. Enjoy a cornucopia of music styles from country, rock ‘n roll,
pop and calypso. Joseph is the irresistible musical about the trials and triumphs of a boy blessed
with prophetic dreams. This tale emerges both timely and timeless. Take this rainbow ride with
us through biblical Egypt infused with fast-paced dance numbers, adventure, song, and even an
appearance from Elvis! Lyrics by Tim Rice; Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber.

Please Note: Each year, our Financial Secretary issues sets of
giving envelopes to our members. They are numbered sets, and
the number on your set can change from year to year. In order
for your offerings to be recorded accurately, we ask you to
dispose of any unused envelopes from previous years and only
use envelopes from the current year. Thank You!!
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A Message from the Pastor
ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!! will soon
be our Easter greeting! CHRIST IS RISEN
INDEED!! ALLELUIA!! is the response, as we
share and celebrate and proclaim the
resurrection!
We've waited through these cold snowy
days of Lent, each day brightening at bit as we
anticipate Easter's arrival, Spring springing,
and flowers soon to bloom. Sadly, the flowers
seem slower this year, and Spring was doing
better in January and February!
However! We know Easter is coming!
Holy Week and all the events begin with Palm
Sunday/Sunday of the Passion March 25th,
Maundy Thursday (with foot-washing at 11am
and 7pm) March 29th, Good Friday (Cross
Walk 9:30 beginning at St. Joseph's and our
service at 7 pm). All this brings us to Easter,
to the tomb being empty, as we hear that
Jesus has risen again!
Now what?
Oh, you're just joking PD, because Easter falls
on April 1. HAHA! Now what - that's a good
one!
Uncharacteristically, I'm not joking. We've
talked about Easter, planned on Easter, the
choir practicing big anthems, Melissa planning
multiple bulletins, many folks planning and
looking forward to our Easter brunch! That's
not all there is, folks! Easter is about JESUS!
We proclaim one who lived long ago as
still alive, risen by the power of God, risen to
save and redeem God's wayward people,
people like you and me. We proclaim the
foolishness of the cross, an instrument of
death and torture, to be used by God to bring
this salvation for all. We proclaim Jesus alive
and still present with us, walking with us,
nourishing us, blessing us, and sending us to
go and serve and be Jesus for others.

We proclaim this Jesus as one who
changed history, who changed humanity's
understanding of who God is and how God
interacts with his people. We proclaim this
Jesus who changes our lives, our focus and
our very being through the teachings he
shared and the ongoing work of the Holy
Spirit.
Now what? What do we do with this Jesus we
proclaim? Two things for starters:
1) Let him in. Stop reading about Jesus,
learning about Jesus, and keeping Jesus all in
your head. Let Jesus move from your heads
to your hearts, to be part of everything you say
and do. Let Jesus inspire you to as you act
and react every day!
2) Let him out! Yup. Jesus isn't a gift to be
had and kept to yourself. Jesus is given for
you for sure, but for all. Part of your receiving
this gift comes with a call to share this gift with
others.
So many in our world, in our
community, maybe even in our households
need to see and feel and know Jesus. And
we are just the people to share him!
ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!
Not just for us, but for all.
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Simply Giving Revisited
I trust most folks in the
congregation know that I
have been your Stewardship
Trustee for some time now,
and I have written about the church's Simply
Giving program on a number of occasions.
One would think that I had by now completely
exhausted all I could possibly say on this
subject. However, even though I've written
about Simply Giving many times, and
personally participated in the program for well
over a decade, I'm still finding out ways that
giving through this program may be done
more efficiently.
I used to make my offerings through
Simply Giving every week. Then I learned that
Simply Giving imposes a 20¢ transaction fee
on every contribution, regardless of the
amount. Therefore, by using Simply Giving
weekly, the church was incurring this
transaction fee 52 times a year. Once I
learned of this, I changed my participation
from weekly to monthly, thereby eliminating
forty transaction fees.
I also took this
opportunity, while making the change from
weekly to monthly giving, to increase my
contributions made through Simply Giving by
treating every month as having five Sundays.
So to everyone now giving to the church
through Simply Giving on a weekly basis,
here's a suggestion: If you are able, switch
from weekly giving to monthly giving and,
while you are at it, treat every month as having
five Sundays. You will be giving more
efficiently and also giving our church budget a
welcome boost. I also encourage everyone in
the congregation who is not currently
participating in Simply Giving to do so. All you
need is a checking account. You can obtain
the enrollment form, which is simple to fill out,
from the church office or our financial
secretary. As has been said many times in
the past, the key to a healthy church budget is
making our giving CONSISTENT. Simply
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Giving is an easy way for each and every one
of us to be consistent in our giving.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

From Our Worship Trustee
Easter Sunday will soon be gone but we
continue to celebrate the awesome gift that
Jesus gave us throughout the Easter season.
We enjoy the earth coming back to life after a
long winter to look forward to being out in
nature.
Our Redeemer will host an Emergency/
Disaster Preparedness class open to the
church and the community on Sunday, April
8th at 1 pm. An expert in this field will help
instruct us how to prepare for emergencies,
both natural and man-made, to help ourselves
and our neighborhoods. Afterwards will be a
time for questions and answers. For those
who plan to “stay through” until the class
begins, we will offer a light lunch at noon. If
you would like to provide a dish or want to sign
up for the class, fill out the sheet hanging in
the Fellowship Hall.
If you have any
questions, please see me. I hope to see you
and bring a friend!
Linda DeBraccio
Worship & Music Trustee

Don't Dread April 15th
Nope, it isn't tax day this
year! It is the day that Adam
Smedberg from Church World
Service will be with us for
worship!
Church World Service is an
international aid organization that has
ministries going around the globe. The one
you've heard the most about is the annual
CROP Walk, coming up on May 6th this year.
Adam will share with us about Church World
Service, CROP, and a bit of his story at
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worship that day as he will be preaching. He
will also be available for questions and
conversation during fellowship time. Come
and hear more about this ministry we have
been supporting here at ORLC!
Pastor Dan

All Tied Up
Last month, we stuffed and finished 55
heart shaped pillows for Ellis Hospital heart
surgery patients and it was wonderful to see
so many folks helping to get the job done you're the greatest!
This month, please join us for tying
together fleece blankets for Lutheran World
Relief. You see people every day on TV,
people who have lost everything due to war or
natural disasters. Lutheran World Relief
sends blankets and kits to these people all
over the world and in the U.S. who need them.
The fleece will be cut into strips and all you
have to do is tie two strips together in a
double-square knot. There will be two
opportunities to join in, Saturday, April 7th
from 10 am-Noon and Sunday, April 8th
between services. The Saturday event is
open to the public, so bring a friend (or more
than one). We have done this before; it's a
great way to socialize and to get something
important done. The finished blankets will be
delivered to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
in Clifton Park (a LWR Center) the first week
of May.
Another thing we can tie up is our
sneakers! The 2018 Schenectady CROP
Walk will be held on Sunday, May 6th starting
at Emmanuel Friedens Church, 218 Nott
Terrace in Schenectady (next to the MVP
building). It's a 5K walk but there is a "Golden
Mile" route for those who choose to walk a
shorter distance. It kicks off at 1:30 after a
brief opening ceremony. Registration the day
of the walk starts at 12:30. Please consider
walking or supporting a walker. The CROP
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Walk is a community-led fundraising event to
end hunger. It benefits 1,900 local food banks
and soup kitchens in the U.S. and is also an
opportunity to support Church World Service
(CWS) development projects and disaster
assistance globally. Money raised by CROP
Walks go toward increasing access to safe
drinking water and the tools and training to
help families grow the food they need. CROP
Walks are interfaith events that build
community while raising funds to end hunger
in our community and around the world. The
Walk raises awareness and money; we walk
because they walk, sometimes for miles for
clean water or for food. Please join our team!
See Ron Pucci or Mike Mehigan to be a
walker and get sponsors for your walk. If
you can't walk please sponsor one of our
walkers. Their names will be posted on the
"feet" in the Fellowship Hall. You can also
donate via the Schenectady CROP Walk
website, look for “Team Our Redeemer” and
donate! Go to:
www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny

For more information about what CROP Walk,
see the display in the Fellowship Hall or go to
www.crophungerwalk.org. We will have a light
lunch the day of the walk here at Our
Redeemer for our walkers. See you May 6th!
Other ways to get "tied up" in ministries
here at church:
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen Tuesday, April 17th - Cooking at church
Wednesday, April 18th - Picking bones at
church
Friday, April 20th - Serving lunch at the
Salvation Army in Schenectady
If you can help, please contact Warren, Betty
Ann or Ron.
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Bethesda Sandwiches - Join the crew to
make sandwiches for the folks at Bethesda
House on Sunday April 8th (10 am) in the
Fellowship Hall. Contact Audrey Chouffi for
details. Audrey has been coordinating this
ministry for many years and she would be
open to anyone who wants to "take over the
reins". If you feel so called, please contact
Audrey or Mike Mehigan.
Harvest for the Hungry - Monetary offerings
and non-perishable food items are always
needed by the Scotia-Glenville and SICM food
pantries. While non-perishable items are
always welcome, monetary donations go
further.
Don't get tied in knots!
Mike Mehigan
Social Ministry Trustee

Spring Is Here!
"Let my teaching fall like rain and my
words descend like dew, like showers on new
grass, like abundant rain on tender plants."
Deuteronomy 32:2
As we work our way into one of my
favorite seasons, with new life every where
you turn, the sounds of red winged black birds
and sweet little chicadees, the new growth of
crocus and lily of the valley and those of us
who love to garden find our way back outside,
we need to be thankful for the love that we
have for God and the earth we live on.
In addition to providing coffee fellowship,
the Sunday School will be holding a special
Open House on Earth Day, April 22nd! We
would like to welcome the congregation into
the Sunday School area between services.
We also encourage families to invite your
friends and neighbors to join us!
The children have been practicing many
songs and will be singing during one of our
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services this spring. An email will be sent to
parents/families with additional details.
Reminder: There will not be any Christian
Education classes on Easter Sunday, April 1st.
In ACES, Fred will wrap up the series
based on the movie "Martin Luther: The Idea
That Changed the World." between services
on April 8th & 15th. A new series will begin on
April 29th. Please watch for further information
in upcoming bulletins.
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

Bible Study on Mark
Our current Bible Studies on
Mark are continuing. Please
check the calendar for the
varying dates of the evening
study. The Wednesday morning class meets
at 11:30 (most weeks). Check the bulletin
each week for where we are in this study.
Some good conversation and insights have
been shared! Come gather with sisters and
brothers as we read and study God's Word!
Pastor Dan

Fellowship News
With all the snow on the ground and these
freezing temperatures, it's hard to imagine
spring is here and Easter is just two weeks
away! Come join us for Easter Brunch on
Sunday, April 1st between services. A sign-up
sheet has been posted in the Fellowship Hall.
Please sign up with your name, number of
people attending and what type of "brunch"
dish you would like to share.
The next Fellowship Committee Meeting
will be held Thursday, April 5th at 7 pm. We
will be discussing plans to celebrate the 30th
Anniversary of Pastor Dan’s ordination. If you
would like to participate in the planning for this
event please join us. (Save the Date ~ the
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celebration will occur during coffee fellowship
on Sunday, June 17th.)
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

Your Property Committee
Our nine year old church snowblower is
still without a good home. The proceeds will
be used to buy a smaller snow thrower to
handle minor storms. We are asking $200 for
members or $250 for non-members.
Our stove back guard is back from the
shop and reinstalled - now without it's shelf.
This modified shelf will now pass fire
department inspections. Many thanks to
Jim Hutchison, owner of Interactive
Instruments in Scotia's Industrial Park and
Fred's brother who completed the work for
us free of charge. We are speaking to
heating contractors so we can rectify several
heating, ventilation and air conditioning
issues.
We are speaking to tree services about
the health of our largest trees. The two front
trees have developed vertical cracks and
leaked sap within the last few weeks.
We are looking into a few security
enhancements for our building in order to
improve the safety of our members, staff and
building. This may include replacing our
access keys, a remote security camera for our
front door and better protection of our
fellowship hall and sanctuary. We will be
meeting with our security provider to discuss
our needs. Our parking lot lighting will be
modified to eliminate the amount of light that
shines on our neighbors property.
When the weather warms we will replace
the South Reynolds Street door threshold.
The wood has split over the years and causes
the front door to stick. Several of our exterior
doors will be repainted as well.
See me or place a note in the mail box if
you have any thoughts or ideas regarding the
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building. If you are interested in joining our
ministry or helping out on a task please
contact myself or one of our members.
Please Note: Contributions to replenish
the Building Renovations Fund can be made
through your offering envelope. This fund
helps us plan and pay for our future.
Al Zielaskowski
Property Trustee

Nominating Committee Update
Your Nominating Committee is still
seeking potential candidates for Recording
Secretary and Financial Secretary. The job
descriptions for these positions can be found
on the bulletin board under the person that is
currently serving in this capacity. Please
speak to one of the Nominating Committee
members: Mary Rainey, Bob Abrams, Cindy
Zielaskowski, Gail Beatty, Doug Ives, Janice
Walz, Pastor Dan or John Torelli. You are
also invited to speak to the person currently
serving in the position if you have any
questions or would like more information.
• Becca Countermine (Financial Secretary)
• Cindy Holman (Recording Secretary)
We are praying that all roles will be filled
by church members that feel called to serve
their church in this way. We have identified
candidates willing to serve as:
• President
• Vice President
• Worship and Music Trustee
• Social Ministry Trustee
• Outreach Trustee and
• Stewardship Trustee
We thank all those who have stepped
forward and look forward to hearing from
those of you that are considering the open
positions.
Mary Rainey
Nominating Committee Chairperson
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Men’s Group

Book Club

Thank you Pastor Dan for hosting our
meeting in March. We had a small turn out
but it was fun with a good Bible Study. The
next meeting will be held at John Torelli's
house April 12th at 7 pm. The study will be
Leaving a Legacy (passing on the faith) 2nd
Timothy 1:1-2 and 13 page 1658.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcomed to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend.
If you have any questions about the Men's
Group or how to get involved, please contact
me.

The Book Club has decided to read Can't
Wait To Get To Heaven, by Fannie Flagg for
our next book club in May. Susan Rice will be
hosting on May 18th. New members are
always welcome!! Please read a summary of
the book below:
Combining southern warmth
with unabashed emotion and
side-splitting hilarity, Fannie Flagg
takes readers back to Elmwood
Springs, Missouri, where the most
unlikely and surprising experiences
of a high-spirited octogenarian inspire a town
to ponder the age-old question: Why are we
here?
Life is the strangest thing. One minute,
Mrs. Elner Shimfissle is up in her tree, picking
figs, and the next thing she knows, she is off
on an adventure she never dreamed of,
running into people she never in a million
years expected to meet. Meanwhile, back
home, Elner’s nervous, high-strung niece
Norma faints and winds up in bed with a cold
rag on her head; Elner’s neighbor Verbena
rushes immediately to the Bible; her truck
driver friend, Luther Griggs, runs his
eighteen-wheeler into a ditch–and the entire
town is thrown for a loop and left wondering,
“What is life all about, anyway?” Except for
Tot Whooten, who owns Tot’s Tell It Like It Is
Beauty Shop. Her main concern is that the
end of the world might come before she can
collect her social security.
In this comedy-mystery, those near and
dear to Elner discover something wonderful:
Heaven is actually right here, right now, with
people you love, neighbors you help,
friendships you keep. Can’t Wait to Get to
Heaven is proof once more that Fannie Flagg
“was put on this earth to write” (Southern
Living), spinning tales as sweet and refreshing
as iced tea on a summer day, with a little extra
kick thrown in.

Chuck Cox

WELCA
We continue to collect bars of soap for
donation to Lutheran World Relief and local
food pantries. The collection "box" is the
canvas drawer in the organizer in the
Fellowship Hall near the Glen Ave doors.
Think of all the clean babies, disinfected
hands and germ killing throughout the world
we can help with by just tossing a bar or two in
our grocery cart! Thank you for all your help!
Calling all women! Mark your calendar for
the Hudson Mohawk Spring Assembly which
will be held Sunday, May 20th at St. Timothy's
in Rensselaer. The theme is "The Cup of Life"
and will include a tea party. Attendees are
invited to bring their favorite tea cup to use
and a baby “onesie” with a pair of socks to
donate to the "Wee Care" project. Please see
Mary Rainey if you have any questions.
Linda DeBraccio
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Birthdays

4/02
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/03
4/05
4/07
4/08
4/09
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/15
4/17
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/30

5/02
5/02
5/03
5/04
5/04

Matthew Barnes
Jan Hall
Liam Meyer
Richie Novak
Emily Robar
Varro Clarke
Carolyn Fall
Salvatore Martin
Randy Jerreld
Megan Meyer
Drusilla Denegar
Cindy Schulte
Samuel Stecher
Sean O'Connor
John P. Smith
Elva Hutchison
Cindy Zielaskowski
Lois Kline
Kristen Rossler
Luana Moross
Helen Stecher
Robert Salerno, Jr.
Meredith Colacino
Nancy Novak
Phyllis Clas
Scott Dion
Kelli Torelli
Elizabeth Harrington

Olivia Dion
Michael Schettine
John Saukko
Susan Duchnycz
Terri Phillips
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5/08
5/08
5/11
5/13
5/15
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/28
5/29
5/29

Matthew Cristiano
Janice Seefeld
Robert Abrams
Charles Rainey
Darlene Robinson
Kim Meyer
Cindy Jennings
Betsy Meyer
Gregg DeBraccio
Audrey Chouffi
Thomas Stecher
Anne Schettine
Karen Smith

Thank You
We received thanks from the
following for the financial gifts
we have shared through our
Budgeted Benevolences
program:
Ellis Hospital Chaplaincy
Program for a donation of
$75.00 (2017)
and
Schenectady Home
Furnishings Program, Inc.
for a donation of $100.00
(2018)

We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent Choice
in the amount of $467.00 and
we would like to thank the
following individuals for
directing their Choice Dollars
to our church:
• Kate Latal
• Edie Mohlenhoff
• Ron Pucci
• Dave Walz
• Al Zielaskowski

Kudos to the ORLC Men's
Group. The Bethesda
sandwich makers are very
grateful for the $200 donation
made by the Men's Group to
this mission of our church
family. That's great dough!
Thank you!
An Email Thank You after
the Heart Pillow Stuffing
Event:
Janice,
I don't know about
anyone else, but I sure
enjoyed myself. It was great
spending time with my
granddaughter, Allison, as
well as the other lovely ladies
of the group. Can't wait for
the fleece blanket info. If
possible, could you send me
a copy of the photo you took
Sunday?
Linda Fuller
Thank you to everyone for
your prayers, cards and
meals. The whole family
appreciates it!
~Kelli Torelli
Thanks to the Sunday School
kids for all they send...the
sunshine fruit baskets and
ca rd s (e sp ecially t h e
Valentine’s Day cards).
~Virginia Kaufmann
Heifer International mailed a
lovely certificate recognizing
the Sunday School children
for their contribution of $450
through their 2017 Lenten
Offerings.
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April at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Apr 5 Fellowship Committee Meeting 7 pm
Apr 8 Houston Bound (Adults) Meeting ~ 3:30 pm
Houston Bound (Youth) Meeting ~ 4:00 pm
Apr 10 Caring For Our Own Meeting 6:30 pm
Elder’s Meeting 7 pm
Apr 19 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
Apr 17 Council Meeting 7 pm
Apr 24 Fiber Arts Ministry Meeting 6:30 pm
Apr 27 Messenger’s Voice mailing 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Apr 7 Fleece Blanket tying 10 am - 12 pm
Apr 8 Bethesda Sandwich making ~ 10 am
Fleece Blanket tying 10 am
Lunch ~ 12 pm
(For those attending Disaster Preparedness Training)
Disaster Preparedness Training 1 pm
Apr 22 Sunday School Open House (between services)
Deadlines
Apr 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Apr 22 May Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Apr 4 Outreach Committee Meeting 6:30 pm
(Mary’s house)
Apr 12 Men’s Group Meeting 7 pm
(Host: John Torelli)
Apr 15 Spring Conference Assembly 2 pm
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Apr 20 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
April 4th, 18th
Evening Bible Study ~ 7 pm
April 5th & 24th
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
April 11th, 18th, 25th
ACES ~ Sundays ~ 10 am
April 8th, 15th, 29th

News From The "O" Team!
The prayer chain team received eight prayer requests
in February. Please contact the church office, Lynn
Sullivan or Jenny Chapman to make a request.
The Fiber Arts Ministry will meet again on April 24th at
6:30. Please contact Patti Kopach with any questions
about this ministry.
Our next Outreach Committee Meeting will be on
Wednesday, April 4th (originally scheduled Tuesday, April
3rd ) at Mary's house from 6:30-8:00. Anyone interested in
attending with their ideas for future Outreach programs is
invited to participate.

Fiber Arts Ministry working on “twiddle m its” for
dem entia patients at local residences.

Mary Rainey
Outreach Trustee

Our Redeemer provides financial support to student campus ministries at Union College as well as SUNY
Albany through our Budget Benevolences Program. We recently recieved this very thoughtful, handwritten
letter form one of the students at Union College. Please read what she had to say......

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Celebrate The Resurrection of Our Lord
~ Sunday, April 1s t ~
9 & 11 am
Easter Brunch between services

we will serve the Lord.

Sunday School Open House &
Earth Day Celebration
~ Sunday, April 22n d ~

Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
E-Mail- ORLC@nycap.rr.com
http://www.ourredeemer.cc
(518) 393-5031 Fax (518) 393-2527

Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church

