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Wow! November already! That four letter word that so
many hate is on its way. You know. It begins with an S and
ends with a W and rhymes with "Oh no!" Despite all of our
griping about the weather, we do truly live in a beautiful area with
four beautiful seasons.
The church season will soon change. In another month,
we will begin Advent. Before Advent though, we usually take
time to remember those who have left us by celebrating All
Saints’ and All Souls’ Days. We often remember deceased or
distant loved ones around the holidays and share old stories.
This year we are introducing some new seasonal
customs. One is for the month of November beginning with All
Saints’ Day. Ginny Weston will again be sharing her gifts by
decorating a ladder for autumn on which we invite the
congregation to share pictures or other mementoes of loved
ones who have died and now live on in Christ Jesus. The
pictures will serve as beautiful reminders of our family and
friends who are no longer with us. Pictures can be labeled with
names but don’t have to be.
This fall, we will also introduce a new sort of Advent
calendar - the Reverse Advent Calendar! We’re not taking the
traditional Advent calendar away but rather giving you an
opportunity to do something new. How does it work? Reverse
Advent calendars work by you filling them every day with items
of food or clothing that can then be taken to a food bank or
charity in order to help those less fortunate that are struggling at
Christmas time and throughout the year. Cindy Holman and
others will be decorating boxes that will be available by the first
Sunday of Advent. (Continued on p. 2)
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All sorts of things can be put in the boxes! Not everyone has money to put a food item
in everyday but many of us have things around the house that could be used by others. The
sweater that you haven’t worn in a few years, the tight pants, the extra blankets the kids used
to use. The reverse Advent calendar allows us to give to others and, for some of us, to free
ourselves from all that stuff that clutters our homes. Other things that could go in the boxes
include food products, small snacks like granola bars, new toiletries, personal supplies, dolls,
puzzles, cd’s, school supplies, lap blankets, stamps and so much more! All we ask is that
everything given is worth giving - gently worn and clean and fresh canned or boxed foods
(nothing expired please!) Pray a prayer of thanksgiving or pray for those less fortunate as you
consider your gift each day. The boxes will be brought back to church before Christmas.
Volunteers will then sort through the donations and distribute the gifts after Christmas. Boxes
don’t need to be ordered in advance, but if you know you want one, let Cindy Holman or me
know and we’ll make sure there’s one waiting for you!
Best wishes for a good November and a Happy Thanksgiving to all!
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
The Messenger's Voice
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A Message from the Pastor

Dear Theophilus,
The holiday season is upon us once
again. You can tell by the stores having
Christmas items out for months already and
soon cruise clothing will be on sale. Fall gets
forgotten and Advent is only an ungainly
season for some of us Church folks.
We gather for worship and at times feel
out of sync with the rest of the world. We talk
about love and grace while arrogance and
boastfulness exude from world leaders. We
talk about preparing and waiting while the
world says "Go go go! Celebrate now!!" We
ponder and listen while many around us
charge about and shout over others.
It is a tough time to be a lover of God.
There are soooo many distractions in our
world. Work. Sports. Music. Family. Rest.
Adventure.
Culture. Worship. Christian
Education. None of these are bad - in fact,
many can work together to make life a lot
better! Music and cultural gatherings are
great family events. Good music makes our
worship better. Sports are fun and good for
you, and good for family time! Work is
necessary, and good for providing for your
family and for other groups you take part in. I
could go on, but I won't, because you know all
too well about all those things pulling at you.
Instead, let me offer some words of
advice and comfort. Your sisters and brothers
here at Our Redeemer are here for you. If you
have been away a week, a month, even years,
we are still here and would love to see you
back with those who worship each week. We
know you can't possibly be here EVERY
Sunday, so would love to see you when you
can be here. We hope that, as you come and
feel the love and grace shared by God and by
us, that you will come more often. That
decision is yours.

We always appreciate your support.
Many send offerings via the mail or directly
from the bank, and that is helpful for us to
continue our ministries, our worship, and to be
here for you and for the community. We are
trying to reach out to our friends and
neighbors and would love it if you could join us
in inviting others to come to worship, or a
workshop, or in helping with our hunger
ministries. Your time and talents are just as
vital for us to be the complete Body of Christ
here in this place.
There is Good News that we offer here, in
a world that seems to promote and drone on
about the bad news around us. There is
Grace here for all in spite of the hate and
prejudice and gossip that goes on around us.
Jesus is here, among us as we worship, just
as he is here among us as we go to work, or
sporting events, or music or cultural events,
adventures, vacations, or just plain napping.
Jesus is our Lord and Savior, one who lived
and died and rose again and lives for us,
through us, and around us. And Jesus isn't
just ours here at Our Redeemer, but is here
for everyone. No exceptions. Not even for
those we are unsure of or for those who are
targets of rants and discrimination. Jesus is
with you. Now. In the past. Tomorrow. And
into the future.
I invite you to come and worship our Lord
and Savior. Again. For the first time. Or the
first time in a while. Or the first time since last
week. Come and worship, giving thanks for
our blessings, our lives and world, and, most
of all, for God's grace and peace that flies in
the face of all that the world throws at us. We
need it! It is here for all.
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Be Sure to Vote
No, this isn't a reminder for you to get out
to your local polling place on November 6th to
cast your ballot (I trust that the members of
our congregation, as good citizens, will be
doing this anyway). The "ballot" I'm referring
to is the pledge slip for our annual
Stewardship Campaign, which is included in
this issue of the Messenger's Voice. You are
able to cast your "vote" by filling out your
pledge slip and returning it with your offering
by the end of our campaign on Sunday,
November 18th, when we will also have our
Stewardship Potluck dinner and a Voter's
Meeting. Returning your pledge slip serves
two important functions. First, it's a help to
our Finance Committee as they go about
preparing the church budget for 2019.
Second, it's your vote of confidence for Our
Redeemer in the coming year, and a very
tangible way of demonstrating your continuing
support for the church. Please remember that
the amounts filled out on these pledge slips
are not binding legal commitments; they are
simply your best estimates at the present time
of the support you believe you will be able to
give to Our Redeemer in 2019. Your pledge
is subject to change as your financial
circumstances may change during the coming
year; no one from Our Redeemer will be
calling you if you happen to fall behind in your
pledge.
As we enter our Stewardship Campaign,
we have some good news and some not-sogood news. The good news is that giving to
Our Redeemer is up somewhat from the
previous year. The not-so-good news is that,
since our budget is also larger than the year
before, we are currently behind our budget.
But wait, there is more good news! Some
members of our congregation have put
together a $10,000 matching gift for the
Stewardship Campaign. This means that
every dollar given to Our Redeemer during the
campaign, regardless of whether it is a regular
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offering or a special offering, will be matched
up to $10,000 during the three Sundays of the
campaign (November 4th, 11th and 18th). So
let's make sure that the $10,000 is fully
matched, which will give our budget a big
boost as we go into the Advent and Christmas
seasons.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Social Ministry Update
It's hard to believe that fall is here and the
cold weather is rapidly approaching. When I
think of the leaves changing color and the
days getting shorter, I try to think of the
wonderful holidays that are just round the
corner, (not the cold chilly weather), looking
forward to time with family celebrating
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
HERE TURKEY TURKEY!!
With the holiday seasons
approaching, so are the
turkey sales. Please keep
your eyes on the local
grocery store flyers for the
season's promotions and turkey give-a-ways.
Some of us may even be offered a bonus bird
at work. Even if you don't need your gift or
bonus turkey, please consider saying, "Yes!",
and donate your bounty to the Soup Kitchen.
We've done a serious freezer purge, so we're
ready to store any donations. Please call
Warren or Betty Ann to arrange to get your
bird into the church freezer. If you see
unadvertised cheap prices, please let us know
about them as well. We use 60-70 pounds
per serving session, so we can use lots of
birds between now and the next time there are
demands on freezer space.
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The next Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Serving date is Friday, November 30th.
• Tuesday (11/27) - Cooking turkeys at 8 am
in the ORLC kitchen; only a couple of
volunteers are needed
• Wednesday (11/28) - Bone-picking, slicing
meat & gravy preparation at 9 am in the
ORLC kitchen & Fellowship Hall
• Friday 11/30) - The team meets at the
Salvation Army kitchen at 10:30 am
The sign-up sheet will
go up in early November.
W e welcome new
volunteers!
All of the
tasks are "learn on the
job", no special skills.
With snow birds leaving and bad weather
possible, we would really love to have a "call
me in a pinch" list. Every once in a while, we
may have a full complement of volunteers. If
we say, "not this month", what we're really
saying is, "the kitchen won't hold any more
bodies". Please try again. Questions?
Please call Warren or Betty Ann. (Ron is
traveling this month.) Thanks for your
continuing support!
If you're not available during the week
because of your work schedule, there's always
helping out with the Bethesda Sandwich
making between services on November 11th.
If you see an empty space at the table, please
feel free to jump in and help. Once again, no
experience necessary! Thank you for your
help in supporting our ministries.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Christian Education
Sunday School has kicked off extremely
well this year considering we've lost some
students and some of our seasoned teachers!
Throughout the month of October, we've been

co lle ct in g f oo d a n d
toiletries to fill our "house"
for our Trick or Treat so
Others Can Eat community
service project.
In November, we'll ask our Sunday School
families to bring in fruit for our Thanksgiving
baskets, which we will fill the Sunday before
Thanksgiving and have delivered to our shutins. There will not be Sunday School on
November 25th, in observance of the
Thanksgiving weekend.
ACES will continue to meet between
services through the month of November.
We are still looking for volunteers to help
teach our younger students. If you are
interested in helping, even if only for one
Sunday per month, please see me.
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

Moving Through Fall
The search committee sent the newly
reviewed and revised job description to the
Church Council for acceptance. After a brief
discussion, the job description for a new Music
Director was accepted. Now the committee
will continue its work to procure a new person
for that position. If you have concerns or
comments as we move through this process,
please leave a note in the Worship & Music
mailbox and they will be directed to the search
committee. The Worship & Music committee
thanks Anita Andersen for her long term
commitment to us through the fall.
A special opportunity is open to all on
Saturday, November 10th from 9 am - 3 pm at
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. The Rev.
Lynn Carmen Bodden will be running a
workshop entitled "Ministry in Transition: A
Few Tools for Understanding.” She will be
working with deacons and pastors from our
area, but interested people are invited to
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come. Please register with Chris Nash at
storytellerchris@yahoo.com by November 6th.
There is a $15 fee to cover lunch for pastors
and non-deacons. In this era of change for
many churches, the topic is timely and
informative.
Janice Walz
Worship & Music Trustee

Outreach Endeavors Continue
The Outreach Committee
would like to thank everyone
who assisted with the Halloween
Cocoa House on October 27th.
We couldn't have done it without
you! We are planning our next Cocoa House
to take place on December 15th. Information
about how you can help at that Cocoa House
will be in the bulletin.
On December 2nd, Our Redeemer will
once again participate in Holiday on the
Avenue, but in a way that's never been done
before!
Instead of having a
table of information, we
are going to have Mary
and Joseph walking
down Mohawk Avenue
with a donkey! An announcement about who
will be portraying Mary and Joseph will be
made at an upcoming Sunday church service.
Our plan is to have Mary and Joseph lead us
to a location, where we will then sing a few
carols.
In an effort to encourage
community members to join us, we
need your help! We would like to
have some people play chimes
while walking up and down the
avenue for about an hour before Mary and
Joseph arrive (which will be toward the end of
the afternoon). The "chimers" will have small
booklets with them containing information
about our Advent & Christmas services.
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These will be distributed as volunteers walk up
and down the avenue. The booklets will also
contain the songs which will be sung after
Mary and Joseph's arrival. If you would like to
help out with the chimes, please let Patti
Kopach or Pastor Dan know.
Fiber Arts News: Effective immediately,
the Fiber Arts group will be meeting only four
times a year. Our next get together will be at
the end of January (date to be announced).
The nice thing about this ministry is though we
may not be meeting as often, you can still
participate by continuing to knit or crochet at
home! Our next project is to fill up the Mitten
Tree with scarves, hats and gloves/mittens. If
you need patterns, just let me know. There is
lots of yarn available for you to use in the bins
located on the top shelf in the closet of the
lounge, next to the prayer shawls.
The next meeting of the Outreach
Committee will take place on Thursday,
November 1st. We hope you will join us!
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Fellowship Opportunities
Fall is here! This is my favorite time of
year, from the wonderful changing colors of
the leaves, to apple picking, pumpkin carving
and the crisp fall air. Before we know it, winter
will be here so make sure to take the family to
enjoy these fun fall activities before it’s too
late.
This year, the Fellowship Committee will
again be hosting the annual tree trimming
party. The tree trimming will take place after
the 11 am service on Sunday, December 9th.
We welcome all those who would like to help
decorate our new tree. We will be serving a
light lunch.
We still need volunteers to host coffee
fellowship. Please consider signing up if you
haven’t already.
As a reminder, the
responsibilities for hosting fellowship include
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setting out a snack and clean up. Some great
snack ideas are fruit, cheese and crackers or
baked goods. The cleanup starts around 11
am and will include emptying and rinsing out
the coffee pots, disposing of all food and
wiping off tables/kitchen counters.
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

Day of Fasting for World Hunger
Our World Hunger Appeal of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is
one of the most effective and efficient hunger
relief agencies in our nation. One of the ways
we can give support to this hunger effort is by
taking a day and fasting—going without
food—until 6 pm. Fasting is an ancient
spiritual practice, denying oneself to focus
more on God. Fasting frees up two resources:
1) some time NOT spent preparing, eating, or
cleaning up from meals, and 2) dollars that
you would have spent on food for those
meals.
On November 15th - one week before
most of us will eat way more food than we
should, I invite you to fast for the day.
PLEASE be sure to drink water or juice to stay
hydrated. If you are diabetic or on certain
medications and can't fast, please don't, but
join in the day as well! I will prepare a sheet
of devotions that you can use at meal times
for your reflection on that day. Then join in a
potato soup supper at 6 pm at the church
(come later as needed) to break your fast and
to share some of your reflections with others.
There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board by the kitchen so we know how much
soup to make. After the meal, we'll have a
brief reflection time around the table. For our
offering we can contribute the amount we
would have spent on meals that day. Please
see me with any questions!
Pastor Dan
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Men’s Group
We would like to thank Mike and Sharon
Mehigan for hosting the October meeting.
The food and fellowship were great. Dave
Hahn will host our November meeting at 7 pm
on November 8th. His address is in the church
directory. There is limited parking, so we
need to car pool. The lesson for study is
Physical Life ( Daniel stays "clean"). The
reading is Daniel 1:1-21, found on page 1209.
Remember, this is our last meeting before
the Christmas Dinner. If you haven't informed
me that you will be attending, I need to know
by then. We will have the menu at the
meeting, so we can select our meals.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcomed to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox

WELCA
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Redeemer Unit News
If it’s November, it must be time for
cookies and cake and bread! WELCA will be
holding the annual bake sale on Election Day
(Tuesday, November 6th) from 7 am - 7 pm.
Sign up sheets for volunteer bakers are
posted in the Fellowship Hall. We will accept
any homemade contributions. Baked goods
can be dropped off in the kitchen from
Sunday, November 4th until Election Day. We
ask that you properly wrap and label what the
item is (if it’s not obvious). We also would
love volunteers to help “(wo)man” the table
throughout the day. That sign up is also in the
Fellowship Hall.
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Once the voting
booths are cleared from
the Fellowship Hall, we
will set up the “Mitten
Tree”. As always, we
look forward to donations
of warm items....socks, mittens, gloves, hats,
scarves, etc. Because of the fragility of our
new tree, we ask that you leave donations
UNDER the tree in the boxes, and place an
ornament from the box below ONTO the
branches. As the boxes fill up, the tree will
become covered in Chrismons, signs of our
love and faith. You don’t have to knit to
donate. Store bought contributions are just as
welcome. We will collect items until early
December when they will be donated to local
organizations.
Mary Rainey and Linda DeBraccio

American Red Cross Blood Drive

Throughout the past year, Pastor Dan has
led the Church Council and the congregation
through some visioning exercises, which
included brainstorming some ways that we
could connect with the community around Our
Redeemer. One idea that gained some
traction was hosting a blood drive, which will
become a reality on Saturday, November 3rd.
While walk-ins are welcome, it is
recommended that donors log in to:
www.redcrossblood.org
and use the sponsor code ORLofScotia
to schedule an appointment.
Another option is to download the Blood
Donor app on your smart phone, where you
can schedule appointments, track donations,
get rewards etc.
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If you decide to donate blood, you can
speed up the time you are here at church by
visiting www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass
BEFORE you arrive for your appointment.
RapidPass offers donors a way to complete
their pre-reading and donation questions
online from the comfort and privacy of their
home or office, reducing the time they spend
at the blood drive by as much as 15 minutes.
There are 24 appointment time slots in
total. As of the printing of this newsletter, we
have five individuals signed up. They are all
members of the community...which is GREAT!
Let’s see how many additional appointment
time slots we can fill with members of the
congregation. Don’t forget, your donation
helps saves lives!!!
If you are interested in volunteering to
staff the Blood Drive, please contact Melissa
in the church office.
As the host of the
Blood Drive, we provide
the refreshments for the
donors to enjoy after they
have given blood. We
know there are a lot of
people in this congregation who bake
AMAZING cookies and other treats!! If you
are willing to bake for this cause, please
speak to Melissa.
(This event is only three days before the
WELCA Election Day Bake Sale, so......you
could bake for both causes at once!!)
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FYI......2018 Tax Changes
As most of you already know, your tax situation may look different in 2018 due to the Tax
Cuts and Job Act (TJCA) passed in December 2017.
With all of the changes, we decided to specifically to discuss the changes to the standard
deduction versus the itemized deduction.
Itemized:
T Maximum of 10,000.00 for all taxes paid, whether it be property, school, sales and withholding
tax.
T No longer a deduction for casualty or theft losses.
T Charitable deductions are all allowed with no changes from prior years.
T Medical expenditures in excess of 7.5% of your adjusted gross income.
T Work related expenses are no longer allowed. This includes union dues, parking, mileages,
tolls and licenses.
T Advisory fees & Income tax preparation fees paid to your stock broker/accountant no longer
can be deducted.
T Gambling losses are still deductible but only up to the amount of lottery winnings.
T Home Equity Loan interest is no longer deductible however mortgage loan interest is allowed.
T Due to these changes, many individuals will be forced to take the standard deduction. To
compensate for the changes to the itemized deductions, the standard deduction amounts
have increased.
Standard:
Single or Married Filing
Separately

12,000.00

Married Filing Joint

24,000.00

Head of Household

18,000.00

+ 1,600.00 if over 65 and/or blind
+ 1,300.00 per person if over 65
and/or blind
+ 1,600.00 if over 65 and/or blind

If you would like more clarification of the Tax Cuts and Job Act (TJCA), feel free to contact
Becca or Elma (518-887-5740 or admin@elmastax.com).
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Birthdays

11/03
11/05
11/07
11/08
11/09
11/09
11/09
11/11
11/12
11/14
11/16
11/17
11/22
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/28
11/30

Christopher Dowgos
Gerda Neville
Sandy Dion
Carter Countermine
Erika Gogis
Landon Norris
William Salerno
Guy Connelly
Allie Jerreld
Ashley Novak
Samantha Salerno
Paul Henry
Nicholas Weires
Michael Bassi
Michael Blick
Joan Jones
Marilyn Dunbar
Maureen Barton

Please join us!!
We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent Choice
totaling $135.00 and we
would like to thank the
following individuals for
directing their Choice Dollars
to our church:
• Edie Mohlenhoff
• Dan O’Connor
• Mary Emma Townsend
• Kevin Zoeller

We would like to thank
everyone who volunteered in
any way to help make the
2018 German Fest a
success!!

Book Club
Friday,
November 16th
7 pm
Hosted by:
Veronica May

Thank You
We received thanks from:
Protestant Campus
Ministry at UAlbany for a
recent donation in the
amount of $250.00 through
our Budgeted Benevolences
program.

The book selected: A Tree
Grows In Brooklyn by Betty
Smith, which comes from the
PBS "Great American Read"
list of 100 books. PBS is
airing a series about books &
America's love of reading.
They invite everyone to vote
for their favorite title from the
list. The list contains a wide
variety of books. The project
hopes to encourage &
celebrate the ways reading
brings us together.

Retirement
Accumulation
Workshop
How much should I save?
What type of accounts
should I have?
Learn how to build a strong
and adaptable financial
strategy.
This workshop can help you
be more confident in what
you're saving for retirement.
.
This workshop will be held
at Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church on November 12th
at 6:30 pm.
It's hosted by Thrivent
Financial Representative
Paula-Christy Heighton, FIC.
Please call:
518-393-5031 (or)
email orlc@nycap.rr.com
to reserve a place for
yourself and a guest.
Refreshments will
be served.
No products will be sold.
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November at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Nov 1 Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Nov 6 Forward Thinkers Meeting; 6:30 pm
Nov 13 WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
Finance Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Nov 15 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Nov 20 Council Meeting; 7 pm
Nov 30 Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Nov 3 Blood Drive (9 am - 1 pm)
Nov 4 Daylight savings Time Ends!! Fall Back!!
All Saints’ Sunday
Nov 6 WELCA Election Day Bake Sale; 7 am - 7 pm
Nov 10 Deacon Advisory Committee Mtg.; (9 am - 3 pm)
Nov 11 Bethesda Sandwich Making; 10 am
Nov 12 Thrivent Workshop; 6:30 pm
Nov 15 Day of Fasting for World Hunger
Soup Supper; 6 pm
Nov 18 Stewardship Potluck & Voter’s Meeting; 12 pm
Deadlines
Nov 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Nov 25 Dec./Jan. Messenger’s Voice Deadline
Reminders
Nov 12
Veteran’s Day (Observed); Offices Closed
Nov 22&23 Happy Thanksgiving; Offices Closed

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Nov 2-3 WELCA Retreat
Nov 8 Men’s Group Meeting ~ 7 pm
(Hosted by Dave Hahn)
Nov 16 Book Club ~ 7 pm
(Hosted by Veronica May)
Nov 30 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
October 31st,
November 7th, 21st, 28th
December 5th
Evening Bible Study ~ 7 pm
October 30th
November 14th, 28th
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
November 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.

Worship Services
9 & 11 am

Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
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