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Did November just fly by or did I just sleep through it? As I
write this, Advent hasn't yet started so the big race to Christmas
hasn't quite begun. What began weeks ago though was the crazy
shopping spree that leads to that magical Christmas Day promised
in all the ads. Buy, buy, buy and your Christmas will be perfect.
Everyone will love you.
I never took my kids to see Santa and certainly not the
Easter bunny. Kate did meet Santa one Thanksgiving Day though.
We were sitting around the living room at my in-laws' house when
Phil, the next-door neighbor (aka Santa), was strolling across the
front lawn heading for home where his grandkids were for the
holiday. Al's nephew, Brian, saw him first, followed by Kate. We all
ran outside and talked with Santa who explained that he left his
reindeer a few doors down the road. It was truly a magical moment.
As children get older, there are far fewer of those magical
moments, if any at all. Illnesses and deaths of family members and
good friends often lead us to seeing the holidays differently.
Friendships change. Kids grow up and move. Husbands, wives,
lovers, and parents are no longer there to celebrate with us.
The funny thing though is that Christmas didn't change. We
don't (and never did) need all the fancy fixings - the feast, the
beautifully wrapped packages, or the Christmas lights. Sure it's
great, but the real reason for Christmas is the babe born in the
stable to Mary and Joseph, parents of modest means traveling with
no place to stay for the night. In that simple setting, Jesus, our Lord
and Savior, was born. He is still The Gift and there is still magic on
Christmas and everyday if we are open to seeing God's presence
in the faces of those we see each day and in the beauty of the world
around us. Best wishes for a blessed Christmas season!

Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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From Our Financial Secretary....
The finance team has been using a software package called Revelations to record
offerings as well as perform various database functions. This software is no longer supported
by the publisher, Icon Systems. Members of the team evaluated Icon’s new package, which is
called Rubix, and it appears to satisfy our requirements. Rubix application and data both reside
at Icon Systems, i.e., “on the cloud”. This setup offers many advantages vis a vis installed on
the system in Melissa’s office. Data will be much more secure. Finance team members will be
able to perform maintenance functions from anywhere, for instance from home.
The subscription will begin December 1st and we’ll be testing
throughout the month of December, planning to go live January 1, 2019.
For anyone interested in the security features of Rubix, Icon has
provided a document on the subject. Please ask us for a copy.

The 2019 Offering Envelopes will be ready & available for
you to pick up in the Fellowship Hall in early December.
The 2018 Giving Statements will be ready in early
January. Please check yours for accuracy and speak to
Paul Henry, Financial Secretary, as soon as possible
if you notice a discrepancy.
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A Message from the Pastor
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!”
Or New Year’s! Or Epiphany! Or “In the
Bleak Mid-Winter.”
These multi-month
newsletters always confuse me about what to
say!
But before we get to all these things, we
wait with Advent. Advent is a season of hope,
which is so desperately needed in our world
today. Lately we see signs of hope met with
teargas, or mudslides, or renewed winds that
fan flames of destruction. We see signs of
hope in the economy growing, then get hit with
an “adjustment – market correction” that
leaves skeptics worried. We see signs of
hope with the holidays and family gatherings,
only to be tainted by those in our family who
don’t speak, or who’s loss we still sadly grieve.
Advent is a season of promise too. Not
one we wait for with longing and doubt and
worry and concern. This is a promise from
God! One that is already fulfilled! Jesus!
God delivered on his promises of old in a big
way, and Jesus came to save and redeem us!
Even with all the unfulfilled promises made to
us from politicians to retail therapy, God’s
promises are real, and good, and true.
“Sure, Pastor Dan, you can say that,
being a Pastor type person!” Yes I can, not
because I am a Pastor type person, but
because I am a Christian and see signs of
God all around us and signs of us at work for
Jesus! Last month we had a Day of Fasting
for World Hunger. About ten of us gathered
for the meal to break our fast together.
Between those who gathered, $718 dollars
were raised for World Hunger! WOOWOO!
Sunday, November 25th, we presented a
check to SiCM food pantry for $650 raised
from the German Fest. They can buy food at
$.16 (that’s 16 CENTS a pound), so our effort
allowed them to purchase over two tons of
food! (For those keeping track, I did really bad
math on the fly that day and quoted the wrong
number of pounds—should be 4,062.5lbs). I

watch friends and neighbors shoveling snow
out for each other, helping with needed tasks,
sharing time, dollars, and talents with others.
We met and surpassed our stewardship goal
for November! We are still behind in our
giving, but I have every confidence that we will
make out OK at the end of the year because
of your generous giving to ORLC and the
various ministry needs we support. I watch
others welcome visitors, encourage people in
their walk of faith, support each other through
tough patches in marriages, child raising,
school pressures, work hassles, and grief.
God is certainly at work in these and many
other situations.
So we wait. We wait for God’s ultimate
promises to be fulfilled. We celebrate anew at
Christmas at Jesus’ birth and God’s promises
for a Messiah fulfilled. We celebrate and
hope as a new year begins with all the
promises of new beginnings that a new year
gives. We look for the light sought after
during Advent being shone at Epiphany as
Jesus is shared with the world! And we wait
and watch for the extended sunlight even in
the bleak winter days as we long for
springtime in the world, in our lives, and in the
new growth of our faith.
Enjoy these days and weeks and months
ahead, knowing God goes with us, that
everything will be alright. Even better than
alright—God’s promises will be fulfilled for us
and for us all!
Blessings through these
holidays and always!

Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Cheerfully Giving of Our Bounty
~Year Round~
I would like to thank
everyone who "voted"
for Our Redeemer
during our Stewardship
Campaign by returning their 2019
Commitment Form. Your vote of confidence
in our mission at Our Redeemer, and your
pledge of continued support, is vital as we
plan for the year ahead. I also
would like to thank the people in
the congregation who gave so
we could meet our "matching
gift" challenge of $10,000 during
the campaign. The match of
this gift will give the church's finances a very
welcome boost as we enter the Advent and
Christmas seasons, which we rely heavily on
in our effort to meet our annual budget.
We had two themes for our Stewardship
Campaign this year. The first was from 2 Cor.
9:7: "God loves a cheerful giver." The second
theme was taken from the "Four G's" being
highlighted by the Upstate New York Synod:
"Giving of our bounty." Simply stated, we can
be cheerful givers because we are giving of
our bounty. All of us have bounty, which so
often consists of the blessings we take for
granted each and every day. And the time to
cheerfully give of our bounty is not restricted
to our Stewardship Campaign, nor is it limited
to Advent and Christmas. Just as God's
blessings are not confined to a particular
season, but rather are year round, our giving
similarly should be year round. I hope that
this is something we all can remember as we
conclude 2018 and look forward with
confidence to 2019.
On behalf of the Stewardship Committee
and myself, we wish everyone at Our
Redeemer a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. May we continue to grow in our
appreciation of the blessings God has
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bestowed upon us - both individually and
collectively as a congregation.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Outreach Opportunities
Season's greetings from
your Outreach Committee!
Though we are a small group,
we have been busy! As you
know, our newest initiative, the
ORLC Cocoa House was a
resounding success at its first session. At the
time of this writing, we are looking forward to
a second Cocoa House, taking place on
Saturday, December 15th. This Cocoa House
will be jam packed with fun activities, a holiday
movie and, of course, snacks!! If you are
willing to help out with serving snacks, friendly
smiles and/or conversation with parents,
please let Melissa know.
We are also looking forward to
participating, in a very special and meaningful
way, in Holiday on the Avenue, taking place
Sunday, December 2nd. We hope many of
you will join us!
At our last meeting, which had a very few
in attendance. Members of the Fiber Arts
Ministry decided to change our meeting
schedule to just four meetings per year.
Knitting and crocheting can be done any
where at any time, so getting together less
often will open up some time in busy
schedules but still give us together time. As
always, yarn and patterns are available
upstairs in the Youth Lounge closet. Our next
Fiber Arts get together will be held on
Tuesday, January 22nd at 6:30 pm. We will
meet in the lounge.
We'd like to thank Ron Pucci who has
agreed to spearhead our participation in the
annual Memorial Day parade in 2019. Once
spring rolls around, Ron will be make
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announcements during worship about the
parade and how you can help/participate in it.
Do you have any ideas for new outreach
initiatives? Would you like to join a small, but
merry band of Our Redeemer congregants
who are actively engaged in outreach? How
about just learning more about the whole idea
of outreach - what it is and what it isn't?
Please consider joining us on Thursday,
January 3rd at 6:30 for our next meeting!
On behalf of the entire Outreach
Committee, I'd like to wish each and every
member and friend of Our
Redeemer a blessed
Christmas and a happy
and healthy New Year!
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Finding Hope
As I was driving from one small church to
another in Columbia County to preach, I heard
on AMC this short human interest item that
gave me hope. In fact, as it was Christ the
King Sunday and the gospel spoke about a
different type of kingdom, I added it to my
second sermon as an example of the type of
kingdom Jesus might have been speaking
about.
“It was a typical Friday football night with
the rival team and marching band coming in
on buses. This was a crucial game, one that
would decide who went on to the play-offs.
Things were going smoothly. The two teams
were there, as well as the fans. But.....the bus
carrying the visiting marching band was
involved in an accident. No one was hurt, but
the kids were shook up and the band director
thought that it would be better for his band to
return home. Their team was disappointed, as
they always came onto the field to the sound
of their school song being played by their
marching band. After talking to his band
members, the home team music director told
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the visiting team that his band would play
them onto the field. And play they did for the
rival team!!”
We see these kind of things on Facebook
videos all the time; the little kid who waits for
his buddy in a race so they can cross the
finish line together, someone giving coffee or
food to homeless people, and recently, on TV,
a family who puts out scarves on benches or
bushes for anyone who needs them. We know
how to serve that different kingdom that Christ
“brings” into our world. “Brings” because he is
HERE, within us, and soon he will make an
appearance as an infant in a manger. What
gifts will we bring this infant? Those he
always wants ~ our hearts and our service.
Come and join us in celebrating this
coming of Jesus as a child. The Wednesday
Evening Advent Services will take place at 7
pm on December 5th, 12th & 19th. Christmas
Eve Services will be at 4 & 7 pm.
The Music Director search is ongoing.
The search committee has planned to meet
and develop questions for the candidates. We
know this process will be slow, but we want to
find the most qualified candidate, so that we
can again have an organized and meaningful
music program. We do have applicants and,
hopefully, might receive more, as news of the
opening spreads. We are most appreciative
of the continued support of Anita Andersen.
Janice Walz
Worship & Music Trustee

Social Ministry Update
Bethesda Sandwich Making:
Between services Dec. 9th & Jan. 13th
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen:
We are not serving in December but we
are serving early in January. See the sign-up
sheet in the Fellowship Hall for preparation
dates. We will be serving on Friday, January
11th . It's still "FREE BIRD" season (ugh, not
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Lynryd Skynyrd). If anyone offers a free
turkey, say "yes, please" & call Warren or BA
to arrange to get it into the church freezer.
We can accommodate and use up to a dozen
additional birds.
SiCM: The December Assembly Meeting will
take place Tuesday, December 4th (6 pm) at
St. George's Episcopal Church, 30 N. Ferry
Street, Schenectady. This meeting is a
potluck supper. If you are interested call, 518
374-2683.
There is also an opportunity to volunteer on
the third Saturday of each month. SiCM will
now offer Saturday hours once a month,
opening the food pantry from 9 am - noon to
be available to people who are working during
their regular hours. Call 518-346-4445 if you
are interested in volunteering.
As you might be aware, Janice & Dave Walz
volunteer at the SiCM Food Pantry on Albany
Street on a weekly basis. The offerings that
you give allows SiCM to purchase food items
such as cereal, pasta, and canned veggies
and fruit from the Regional Food Bank (at 16¢
per pound). There are items which can not
be purchased at the Regional Food Bank such
as; shampoo, bar soap, and other personal
items. We thank everyone who contributes
those items to our SiCM basket.
Save the Date: Looking into the future, the
2019 CROP Walk will be on Sunday, May 5th.
Mark your calendars now so you don't forget!
Stuff a Pillow Day:
Mark your calendars: On
Saturday, February 16th, we
will sponsor another 'Stuff A
Pillow Day' from 10-12 with
lunch included. We have
begun to open up these
events to the public and
people have been happy to
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come to our church to help out. Don't worry,
there will be plenty of pillows for the
congregation to stuff between services on
Sunday, February 17th. These pillows go to
the Cardiac Unit at Ellis Hospital. If anyone
has a good idea how to get a little label that
IDs 'us' that we could put on the pillows,
please let Karen Smith or Janice Walz know.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

The Power of Prayer

Recently, a good friend of mine attended
church with me. She rarely attends church
and has never known a church home or
foundation like many of us have. That day,
the only thing she prayed for was for her
husband to return safely from his hunting trip.
As he traveled home that Sunday
afternoon, he hit a patch of black ice and his
pick-up truck rolled over into an embankment.
The air bags did not deploy and he was not
wearing his seatbelt.
The truck was
completely totaled. However, he walked away
from that accident without a scratch. It was in
that moment I believe my friend learned how
strong the power of prayer is. So pray and
pray often.
With the Christmas season upon us let’s
remember how powerful prayer is and how
truly blessed we all are with God’s love.
As a reminder, we will
decorating the tree in the
Sanctuary on December 9th.
We will be providing a light
lunch. Also, if you enjoy
baking, please consider
hosting coffee fellowship and
sharing all those wonderful
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holiday goodies! The sign-up sheet is posted
in the Fellowship Hall.
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

Christian Education
Thankful to celebrate the holidays and all
who bring good news and good cheer! As we
move into the Christmas season, I'd like to
remind everyone of a special service to be
held on Sunday, December 9th. At the 11
o'clock service, the children will participate in
sharing the various Christmas traditions and
ornaments we use to celebrate the Christmas
season. Following that service and a small
luncheon, we invite all the children and their
families to help decorate the sanctuary!
We will not have Sunday School classes
on Sunday, December 30th. We will resume
our normal Sunday School schedule on
January 5th.
Our ACES classes will not be held during
December since we are taking a break for
Advent and Christmas. Classes will resume
between services on Sunday, January 6th. We
will continue our series on "Civility" at that
time. Quite frankly, I thought that we might
run out of things to talk about on this topic by
now, but it seems that every week brings a
new idea for discussion. Feel free to join us
whenever you can!
We wish all of you a healthy, happy and
blessed holiday season!
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

Men’s Group
Thank you, Dave Hahn, for hosting the
meeting in November. We had a good time
and the food was great. The next thing we
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have is our Christmas party on Friday,
December 14th at the Turf Tavern. We will
gather at 7:00 and plan to eat at 7:30. We will
meet at Warren’s home for the meeting on
January 10th. The reading will be Vocational
Life (Holy under pressure) 2 Corinthians 6:313; page 1609.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcomed to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox

WELCA
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Redeemer Unit News
Thanks to all who helped to make our
2018 Election Day Bake Sale a success! With
almost twenty volunteers who helped us by
baking or selling, we made many voters happy
and replenished the funds we use to complete
in-gathering projects and provide scholarships
for women to attend WELCA events.
Mary Rainey and Linda DeBraccio

Holiday Concert Announcement
Karol Lunde and Ted
Seefeld would like to invite
everyone to their annual
Holiday Concert at First Reformed Church of
Scotia, 224 North Ballston Ave. (Rte 50). The
concert is at 7 pm on Tuesday, December
11th. There will be a reception to honor the
choir in Brink Hall following the concert.
Guests are encouraged to arrive early and
bring a non-perishable food item for the food
pantry.
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Birthdays
Thank You
12/01
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/05
12/08
12/09
12/16
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/26
12/28
12/30

Richard Rainey
Matthew Gogis
John Torelli
Betty Cristiano
Kyle Jerreld
Emma Herron
Veronica May
Adelena Countermine
Derek Taylor
Barbara Taylor
Pete Gogis
Jennifer Phillips
George Hall
Richard Tessitore
Paul Rice
Corey McKenna
Patricia Annis

We received thanks from:
Bethesda House for a
recent donation in the
amount of $100.00 through
our Budgeted Benevolences
program.
SiCM Food Pantry for our
food donations and monetary
contribution in the amount of
$98.33.

Book Club

Friday, January 18th
1 pm
Host: Betty Cristiano
1/01
1/01
1/04
1/06
1/06
1/06
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/21
1/25
1/25
1/27
1/31

Cindy Friedman
Pamela Townsend
Jenny Chapman
Gail Beatty
Ella Jensen
Heidi Steubing
Travis Herron
Daniel Schettine
Marisa Martin
Molly Holman
Grace O'Connor
Gladys Cox
Karen Keenan
Andrea Micalizzi
Gianna Riegel
Ronald Phillips
Richard Keenan

catches the eye of the Prince
of Wales, a glamorous and
intense gentleman. But her
life takes a far darker turn,
and soon all she has left is a
fantastical story about her
time at Buckingham Palace.
Decades later, Caroline
Meadows discovers a
beautiful quilt in her mother's
attic. When she can't figure
out the meaning of the
message embroidered into its
lining, she embarks on a
quest to reveal its mystery, a
puzzle that only seems to
grow more important to her
own heart. As Caroline
pieces together the secret
history of the quilt, she
comes closer and closer to
the truth about Maria.
Page-turning
and
heartbreaking, The Forgotten
Seamstress weaves together
past and present in an
unforgettable journey.
Please join us!!

Pastoral Acts
The
Forgotten
Seamstress
by
Liz Trenow

She Kept Her Secret for
a Lifetime......A shy girl with
no family, Maria knows she's
lucky to have landed in the
sewing room of the royal
household. Before World
War I casts its shadow, she

A funeral service for
Ruth Hogan was held on
October 27, 2018.
A grave side service
was held at
Park Cemetery, Scotia.
A funeral service for
Bob Abrams was held on
November 17, 2018.
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December/January at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Dec 6 Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Dec 10 Forward Thinkers Meeting; 7 pm
Dec 17 Fostering Futures NY Meeting; 5 pm
Dec 18 Council Meeting; 7 pm
Dec 20 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 3 Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Jan 8 Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 10 Fellowship Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 15 Council Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 17 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 22 Fiber Arts Ministry; 6:30 pm
Jan 25 Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Dec 5 Advent Evening Prayer; 7 pm
Dec 9 Bethesda Sandwich Making; 10 am
Sunday School Holiday Presentation; 11 am
Tree Trimming & Luncheon; 12 pm
Dec 12 Advent Evening Prayer; 7 pm
Dec 15 Cocoa House; 1 - 4 pm
Dec 19 Advent Evening Prayer; 7 pm
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Services; 4 & 7 pm
Jan 5 Women’s Epiphany Breakfast; 9 am
Jan 13 Bethesda Sandwich Making; 10 am
Jan 27 Annual Congregational Meeting & Potluck; 12 pm
Deadlines
Dec 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Dec 30 Annual Reports Due
Jan 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Jan 20 February Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Dec 2 Holiday on the Ave.; 2 - 5 pm
Dec 14 Men’s Group Christmas Party ~ 7 pm
(Turf Tavern)
Jan 10 Men’s Group Meeting ~ 7 pm
(Hosted by Warren Sheldon-Hughes)
Jan 11 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Jan 18 Book Club ~ 1 pm
(Hosted by Betty Cristiano)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
December 5th, 19th
January 2nd, 16th, 23rd, 30th
Evening Bible Study ~ 7 pm
December 4th, 13th
January 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
January 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th

Reminders
Dec 25 Christmas Day; Offices Closed
Jan 1 New Year’s Day; Offices Closed
Jan 21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; Offices Closed
Please Note: On behalf of the volunteers who use the kitchen here at Our Redeemer, we kindly
request that when events take place here, you remember to take your food leftovers & containers
home with you. We have limited space in the cupboards, and try to maintain adequate supplies
and equipment. Random donations to the kitchen are sometimes unnecessary. If you have an
item you would like to donate, please check with Katie Armstrong, Fellowship Trustee, or Betty
Ann Sheldon-Hughes before you bring it to church. Thank You!!

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24th
Candlelight Worship Services
4 & 7 pm

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY
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