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Hopefully, by the time you read this, we've thawed out a bit. I
don't mind winter but high temps below 5° just isn't my cup of tea.
On a more serious note, if we listened to the news folks the last
couple days, we heard how the country "celebrated" the life of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. We saw churches and organizations around the
country doing good things to commemorate the life of a man who tried
to put an end to racism in America. Fifty years ago he was killed
because of his commitment to justice and equality for all.
Unfortunately, I don't think much has changed since then.
I suspect that most of you are like me. I celebrate MLK Day
the same as I celebrate all three day weekends - doing whatever I
want. I think that we really just pay attention to the holidays that
include good food, gifts, and friends. Forgive me if I'm wrong, but I
don't believe that most of us think a lot about the sacrifices made by
Dr. King, George Washington or Abe Lincoln for that matter.
Those sacrifices aside, 50 years after King's assassination, our
black brothers and sisters are still far less likely to receive a good
education, are far more apt to be incarcerated, and have only 10% of
the savings of whites. One in three African American men can expect
to be incarcerated at some point in their lives. (Pew Research
Center). Only blacks get pulled over while "driving black" and
sometimes for "walking black". I sat in a local body shop a few years
ago and heard lots of disparaging remarks about Dr. King and black
Americans in general. I will never go to that shop again.
All this based on skin color. Somehow, we must make a
difference in this struggle. If you have an idea, give me a call or talk
to Pastor Dan or another Council member. If you don't think this is an
issue for our church, check out the ELCA's
website and search for racism. If you don't
think we can do anything, pray. Wishing you
Christ's peace in your lives.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Spotlight on....Jessica Rossler
Jessica is one of our most recent members to our congregation. Her first role here was
and still is as Nursery Director. She felt welcomed into Our Redeemer in 2012 when she began
that job. After serving in that capacity for almost 6 years, we finally won her over and she joined
here! Shortly after that, she became Council Vice President, which means she tells us what to
do ALL THE TIME (reminding all of us about meetings, reports due, etc.). When asked about
this Spotlight Article, Jessica said, “I love the congregation, and my church family.
Outside of the church, Jessica works with children as a babysitter. She is currently in
school working on a Bachelor’s degree in Biology, and will graduate in 2020. She has a 16-yearold daughter, Kristin. She also has two very loving pups. Her favorite hobbies include: singing,
exercise and spending time with Kristin.
Some interesting things you might not know about Jessica: she likes to sing and cook,
and she has a knack for being an “animal whisperer”. She is also one of eight children. She has
a passion for the ocean; white sharks fascinate her!! So, between being an animal whisperer
having a passion for sharks, her skill set for Council VP is complete! We are grateful for her
voice and perspective on council and for the “child whispering” she does in the Nursery! Thanks
for all you do, Jess!
The are still a few 2019 Offering Envelopes in the
Fellowship Hall that still need to be picked up.
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A Message from the Pastor
I know many colleague pastors and bishops
around the northeast, and a few elsewhere. Some
I don't know! Some colleagues write things worth
sharing. Here is something from Bishop Mike
Rhinehart:
My theory is that the mainline churches have
ceased to be relevant to the culture, because
insiders trump outsiders every time. Decisions are
made for the benefit of those inside rather than
those outside the church. In every single decision,
even the little ones, insiders trump outsiders.
Take hymns, for example. Musical decisions are
not made considering what will attract spiritually
hungry outsiders, but what will please the
card-carrying, bill-paying membership.
Most
church outsiders don't care if you ever sing "How
Great Thou Art." They won't be slightly offended
by a guitar in church. Time and time again church
leaders receive heat from church insiders upset
about this or that, because the insiders are trying
to recreate their childhood church experience or
simply have a rigid idea of what church is
supposed to be. Church leaders cave in to these
insiders…
More facts on the ground: insiders are
inherently change-averse. People don't like
change. Some people are benefitting from the
system as it currently is.
Some benefit
emotionally. They are revered as church saints.
Or they are validators to whom everyone turns for
approval of decisions. Perhaps they are simply
tirelessly defending The Tradition, regardless of
how new or unhelpful that tradition may be.
Church structures were set up to preserve
what exists, not change it. These stable structures
work well when society is changing slowly,
imperceptibly. If something is working, protect it at
all costs. But what if it is not working? What if the
rate of societal change skyrockets, and old
patterns and structures no longer work? Peter
Drucker once said, "When the rate of change
outside the organization exceeds the rate of
change inside the organization, the organization is
doomed."
Wow! There are some harsh words there!
How do you feel about those words? His article
was much longer, but that is the gist of it. It was
also written in 2011, in what feels like a different

world from today. He does raise some good
points, that carry truth in them.
I do think the times they are a changin' and
they are a changin' faster than ever. Most people
going to college today will end up in a job that
doesn't exist yet. Our economy swings wildly on
news reports and rumors more than production or
value. Perception, truth, wants, and fiction are
now harder to distinguish from each other, for
good or for evil.
So here now, in the bleak mid-winter, we can
pause and consider our paths as individuals,
families, and as a congregation. "What will I do
when I grow up" is as important a question for the
7-year-old as for the 70-year-old! What will I stand
for, what is important to me, how do those things
help me fit into other groups of people? My
brother and I can't talk politics, so we don't. My
sister (with whom I could hardly talk to a few years
ago) can talk about a lot more things now.
Change happens.
What do we need to talk about here at Our
Redeemer in the coming months? We are trying
to do some more effective outreach to our
immediate neighborhood through Cocoa House,
starting a series of conversations, and the
occasional outside block parties. How can we
better get outside ourselves? Are we cursed with
being insiders, or can we change and include
others in more ways?
Read what is included in the newsletter this
month. See what we say (mostly) to each other.
Try to imagine how an outsider would hear these
words. We have made strides at reaching others
(some social ministry events, outreach events,
etc.), but we miss on others. Look at our
Facebook page - how many of you share what is
going on with your friends or on your timeline?
Let's start talking to those outside our walls, and
then share what we have learned with each other
as we move forward in Jesus' name.

Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Preparing for Lent
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As always, we give a big thank you to all
who work behind the scenes putting up
banners, aiding in worship support, and in
general, making our worship services flow with
praise of God and love for each other.
Janice Walz
Worship & Music Trustee

Ash Wednesday is March 6th this year. In
speaking with a fellow church goer and
organist friend, he mentioned that he thought
his church should do a pictorial "Stations of
the Cross" using homeless people in the
images. We went on to speak about how that
idea could really be done. I have seen it done
with black and white photographs with just
hands as the images for each station. It was
very powerful and thought provoking.
As we were discussing this idea, we
thought that maybe we would have to go to
the City Mission, as the mission sometimes
has their people speak at events to share their
stories. Perhaps, we might use Lent as a time
to pray and think with God about how we can
work within our broken political system to help
those around us live a better life.
We do this, you might say, with our
benevolence, giving of food, & making of quilts
and pillows. Perhaps, there is something else
God wants us to do. Like the suggested
pictures of the homeless in the "Stations of the
Cross", can we look at normal situations in a
different way. This is part of what we do in the
penitential time of Lent. We look at things
differently, like our lives, our relationship to
God and others, and our contributions to the
creation of God's world on earth. At this
unsettled time in our country, let us pray for
guidance from our loving God for ways we can
make His world a better place for all.
During Lent, we will have the usual
Wednesday night services. Watch for specific
information in the March newsletter. The next
Worship and Music Committee meeting is
Thursday, February 7th at 7 pm.

We Still Do!!
Are you married? Quick - what's your
anniversary? HaHa! Hope your spouse
wasn't around if you didn't remember instantly!
After a discussion with some of your sisters
and brothers, a decision was made to
celebrate the marriages represented here at
Our Redeemer by sharing a Renewal of
Marriage Vows service! On February 10th, we
will do this during worship at both services.
We invite all willing married couples to stand,
join in this, and be recognized this day! There
will be a special fellowship time between
services with CAKE!!
If you have any
questions about this, please speak with Pastor
Dan soon.

~ 2018 in Review ~
And the Year Ahead
Well, the final numbers
are in for 2018, and they
present a bit of a mixed
picture for us. On the plus
side, contributions to the
church were up 2.9% from the preceding year.
Any time there is an increase in our giving, it
must be considered good news. The news
would have been even better if we matched
our December giving from 2017, when we had

5 The Messenger’s Voice

extraordinary monthly contributions totaling
approximately $27,500. We fell short of that
in 2018. Nevertheless, when a restricted
income transfer of $6,000 is counted (which
constituted part of the matching gift during our
Stewardship Campaign) contributions to the
church this past year totaled $171,317. This
is a respectable figure, but it also leaves me
with the hope that it can be improved upon in
2019.
How it possible to do so? Well, I'd urge
every member of our congregation to
remember the third of the "Four G's" of
discipleship the Upstate New York Synod
encourages us to follow: "Giving of Our
Bounty." The truth of the matter is that if we
simply took the time for some reflection, we
would all recognize that here in America, we
take for granted freedoms and conveniences
most people in our world never have the
benefit of. Has there ever been a nation God
has blessed as abundantly as America?
Granted, the blessings our nation have
received could be shared more equally.
However, the fact remains that, compared to
the vast majority of people who have lived
during the course of history, we are richly
blessed and have bounty to
share. My hope and prayer
for 2019 is that we all be able
to appreciate this, and give in
the manner each of us has
been blessed.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

From Our Social Ministry Trustee
We will be serving our hot turkey
sandwiches with the fixin's at the Salvation
Army Soup Kitchen on Feb 22nd. Please see
the sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for
dates and times for prep work. We can
always use an extra set of hands!!

February 2019

On Sunday, February 10th,
we will be making sandwiches for
Bethesda House between
services. We have changed the
menu a bit. We are now making turkey, ham
and PB & J sandwiches as we've been asked
for something different for those who don't eat
the meat. Change IS good!
Little Library - As you might
be aware, we have a new little
library, outside the church. A
library needs books. Several
people have donated books, but
we wanted to give a "shout out"
to Margaret Stibinger for all of
her donations. Another person
who works on our little library is
Dawn Denegar. She places
labels in all of the books. That is
why our church works so well, people doing all
their special tasks making a big hearted
congregation. Thank you ALL for all you do!!!
Speaking of 'HEART' ….Pillows? Did you
say Pillows? As we've done in the past, we
will be gathering to stuff Heart Pillows, so get
your fingers ready to do some pillow stuffing
between services on Sunday, February 17th.
Thread and needles will be provided for those
who know how to "close the gap" on the
pillows. If you have some friends who are
non-members, but who like to serve others,
have them come on Saturday, February 16th
from 10-12 noon. This is also a good service
project for any youth needing community
service time. There will be a light luncheon
served on Saturday for the volunteers. All of
the heart-shaped pillows will be given to Ellis
Hospital Cardiac Unit. If you have good-sized
pieces of cotton fabric that you don’t need,
please give them to Janice Walz. We are
depleting her supply of fabric with all of the
pillows and quilts we’ve made!!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

6 The Messenger’s Voice

Outreach Opportunities
Happy New Year from your
Outreach Committee!
2019 promises to be a year of
exciting events for Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church. Hot on the heels
of our first two very successful Cocoa House
events will be our third Cocoa House on
February 9th.
Can you help us? We need people who
are willing to:
• help the children with crafts
• serve refreshments
• keep parents company as their children
play
• help with set-up and clean-up
So far, these have been fun filled
programs and we're sure our Valentine's Day
Cocoa House will be the same. Patti Kopach
is the team leader for this event.
Later this spring will be the Village of
Scotia's Memorial Day parade. Ron Pucci will
be the team leader for our participation in this
event.
We will also be holding a new
program for 2019 - “Sundaes on
Sunday”. As the name implies,
we will be "open to the public" for
free ice cream sundaes this
summer. More details will follow
in upcoming newsletters and we'll be looking
for a team leader to spearhead this program
soon.
Have you noticed I've used the term "team
leader" three times in this article? That's
because at our last Outreach Committee
meeting, we decided to try something new. In
the past, it was always committee members
who were expected to lead Outreach events.
That seemed counterintuitive to the idea that
all congregants are members of the Outreach
Committee. So now, instead of joining the
committee as full fledged members, you can
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participate as a team leader. Team leaders
will not be expected to participate in any other
Outreach events except those for which they
have signed up. So if you love to organize
parades, but don't want to be committed to
serving on the committee itself, you can
become a Team Leader with Ron to help us
make our presence known at the Memorial
Day parade. Are you good at shopping and
decorating for parties? Consider being a
Team Leader for one of the Cocoa House
events! Have a connection at a grocery store
or Stewart’s and willing to ask for donations?
How about being a Team Leader for a Sundae
on Sunday? Opportunities are plentiful for you
to help perform outreach without becoming a
member of the committee! Watch the bulletin
board in the Fellowship Hall for your
opportunity to sign up!
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Looking Forward to Spring
Don't let the winter blues
keep you away from Christian
Education!! Even though it's
gloomy outside, the Education
team is happily preparing
interesting and enjoyable lessons for every
age! Please participate if you can!
The Sunday School program is still going
strong! Although we have a small group, the
warmth and the heart of the dedicated
teachers is big! Doris Hering, Ruth Stecher
and Ashley Novak are here and ensure us that
our children are getting a comprehensive
foundation for future religious experiences and
questions as they grow. Please continue to
send your children weekly! We will not be
meeting on February 24th due to the school
break.
Thanks to Dott Skomp, our Confirmation
Class continues to meet.
They have
completed the first six lessons in the text book
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and have been studying about the Ten
Commandments.
If you are interested in helping with our
Sunday School program, Confirmation Class
or ACES, please let speak to me.

February 2019

Book Club

Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

Men’s Group
Thank you, Pastor Dan, for stepping up to
take over for Warren last month. We had a
good turn out with good food and good
fellowship. Next Month, we will meet at Randy
Jerreld's house on February 14th. The study
will be:
Vocational Life (Holy under pressure)
2 Corinthians 6:3-13 (Page 1609)
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcomed to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox

WELCA
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Redeemer Unit News
We will gather at church for our next
meeting at 7 pm on February 5th. I want to
give a special "shout out" to all those
dedicated knitters and crocheters who
donated their hand crafted items to our Mitten
Tree. All kinds of warm things (146 separate
items!) were given to be distributed through
the Salvation Army. I thank everyone who
thought of those who are not as fortunate as
we are.
Linda DeBraccio

Susan Rice will host the next Book Club
meeting beginning at 1:00 pm on Friday,
March 15th. We will be discussing the book
"Beneath a Scarlet Sky" by Mark Sullivan.
Based on the true story of a forgotten
hero, the USA Today and #1 Amazon Charts
bestseller Beneath a Scarlet Sky is the
triumphant, epic tale of one young man's
incredible courage and resilience during one
of history's darkest hours.
Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the
war or the Nazis. He's a normal Italian
teenager-obsessed with music, food, and
girls-but his days of innocence are numbered.
When his family home in Milan is destroyed by
Allied bombs, Pino joins an underground
railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps,
and falls for Anna, a beautiful widow six years
his senior.
In an attempt to protect him, Pino's
parents force him to enlist as a German
soldier-a move they think will keep him out of
combat. But after Pino is injured, he is
recruited at the tender age of eighteen to
become the personal driver for Adolf Hitler's
left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of
the Third Reich's most mysterious and
powerful commanders.
Now, with the opportunity to spy for the
Allies inside the German High Command, Pino
endures the horrors of the war and the Nazi
occupation by fighting in secret, his courage
bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life
he dreams they will one day share.
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Birthdays

2/02
2/03
2/03
2/07
2/13
2/15
2/18
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/22

Jessie Roensch
Linda DeBraccio
Julia Dion
Gerry Chapman
Bob Auer
Mary Quaglieri
Amanda Gogis
Caleb Groom
Kyle Fellows
Ivan Skomp
Virginia Weston
Dawn Denegar
Jessica Rossler
BA Sheldon-Hughes

In the past few months,
we received three deposits
from Thrivent Choice
totaling $562.00!
We thank the following
individuals for directing their
Choice Dollars to our
church:
• Renate Dowgos
• Jack & Gail Eldridge
• Melissa Jerreld
• Dan O’Connor
• Thad Raushi
• Cindy Schulte
• Leslie Thiele
• Kevin Zoeller

Pastoral Acts
Thank You

We received thanks from:
YWCA Domestic Violence
Shelter for a recent donation
in the amount of $75.00
through our Budgeted
Benevolences program.
SiCM Food Pantry for our
food donations and monetary
contribution in the amount of
$650.00, which was half of
the German Fest proceeds.
Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our food donations
and a monetary contribution
in the amount of $119.66.

A funeral service for
Kathy Allen was held on
December 3, 2018.
Interment will be in the
spring at St. Mary’s
Cemetery in Galway.
A funeral service for
Arnold “Bert” Brown was
held on December 6, 2018.
A grave side service was
held at Memory Gardens
Cemetery.
A funeral service for
Maureen Barton was held
on December 22, 2018.
A private grave side
service will be held at
a later date.

Dear Members,
Thank you very much for
letting our family use your
church to help honor our
grandmother, Agnes Rossler.
We will always remember the
kind words from Pastor Dan
and Melissa. Thank you
again for your hospitality.
The Rossler Family

Dear Members,
Thank you for all of your
help with Bert Browns' funeral
and reception. Your efforts
were greatly appreciated and
it was so nice for our family to
sit back and focus on friends
and family.
Sincerely,
The Brown Family

To The Members of Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for
all the hard work put forth for
our mother's reception. We
are grateful for your acts of
kindness and caring mother
received during her illness.
Our mother loved the church
and her church family.
Sincerely,
Maureen Barton's Children
& Their Families
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February at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Feb 5
Youth Group Meeting; 6:30 pm
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 7
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 19
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 20
Fostering Futures Meeting; 5:15 pm
Feb 21
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 22
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Feb 3
“Soup”er Bowl Noisy offering
Feb 9
Cocoa House; 1 - 2:30 pm
Feb 10
Bethesda Sandwich Making; 10 am
Wedding Vow Renewal 9 & 11 am
Special Coffee Hour; 10 am
Feb 16
Social Ministry Project Day; 10 am
Feb 17
(Heart Pillow Stuffing)
Feb 24
Totally Pitchin’ Concert; 2 pm
Deadlines
Feb 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Feb 17
February Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Feb 14 Men’s Group Meeting ~ 7 pm
(Hosted by Randy Jerreld)
Feb 22 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
February 6th, 20th, & 27th
Evening Bible Study ~ 7 pm
February 13th, 20th, & 27th
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
February 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th

Reminders
Feb 18
President’s Day; Offices Closed

Pastor Dan was recently at a Conference Ministerium (a meeting
where all the pastors get together and talk, share jokes, and steal ideas).
One part of the discussion involved Facebook pages and posts. One
congregation much smaller than ours posted something, and by the time
members and friends shared it, managed to reach about 3,000 people!
How often have you shared a post? Melissa, Pastor Dan, and others work to put these posts up,
and you can help our outreach! Just share the post to your timeline! Send it as a message to
your friends who might be interested. Heck, send it to those who might not be! You might be
surprised! And the more we share what is going on here, the more we might catch the eyes and
hearts of those searching for a faith home. Remember, as a wise woman once said, "You are
all on the Outreach Committee." Help us out! Help those seeking out! Click share!!
Our Valentine’s Day Cocoa House (February 9th) event and our Heart Pillow Stuffing
(February 16th & 17th) event are both on Facebook. You can SHARE the posts or....better
yet....INVITE friends and family. If you are not sure how to do that, please ask Melissa. She’d
be glad to help you!!

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.

Free Concert Hosted by
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Sunday, February 24th
2 pm

Joshua 24:15
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