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Are you a forgiving person?
Do you truly believe in redemption?
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Sylvia Raushi and I were babysitting the three beautiful little
girls in our Fostering Futures family the other night and discussing the
decision the Council has to make regarding the hiring of the applicant
for Music Director. She asked me about redemption as if she was
asking if I believed in good nutrition. It was as if to say, "This is what
we are all about. Isn't it?" I agreed; but it was in the moment. "The
Incredibles 2" was on the TV and there were three little beauties
present (albeit glued to the TV) so there was no in depth conversation.
Anyone who knows me much, knows I love to listen to music
and love to sing. I really love contemporary Christian music. If you
don't know what I am referring to, tune your radio to 93.7, 94.5, or
90.7 FM. One of my favorite artists is Big Daddy Weave. (He's a dad.
His last name is Weaver and he's a BIG guy. Thus...Big Daddy
Weave.) One of my favorite songs of his speaks about Christ's almost
inconceivable gift of redemption. Here's an abbreviated version of the
song.
Seems like all I could see was the struggle
Haunted by ghosts that lived in my past
Bound up in shackles of all my failures
Wondering how long is this gonna last
Then You look at this prisoner and say to me
"Son, stop fighting a fight that's already been won"
I am redeemed, You set me free
So I'll shake off these heavy chains
And wipe away every stain, now I'm not who I used to be
I am redeemed
All my life I have been called unworthy
Named by the voice of my shame and regret
But when I hear You whisper, "Child lift up your head"
I remember, oh God, You're not done with me yet
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I am redeemed, You set me free
So I'll shake off these heavy chains
And wipe away every stain, now I'm not who I used to be
Because I don't have to be the old man inside of me
'Cause his day is long dead and gone
Because I've got a new name, a new life, I'm not the same
And a hope that will carry me home
I am redeemed
As I sing those words in my head, I can think of so many hurtful things I have done and I am
grateful to be reminded of God's gift to me. My fundamentalist friend tells me that all sin is equal because
all of it is turning away from God. In some ways, I think she is right. That really makes me want to say,
"Thank you, God. I am redeemed!" I have turned away from God and I will do it again and again, not
because I want to, but because I am human. When I come to my senses and see what I've done, I can
ask forgiveness. I can look in the mirror and say, "I'm not who I used to be. I am redeemed!"
In the end, the question about hiring this person as Music Director wasn't just about redemption.
As Fred pointed out at the meeting, sometimes there are two rights and you can only choose one. Should
we vote "Yea" based on our belief in redemption and his talent or do we vote based on a sincere concern
for our children's safety (real or perceived) and what hiring him might mean for our congregation in light
of social media. The Council members voted for what they thought
was best for Our Redeemer and declined to hire the candidate. It was
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A Message from the Pastor
Give me an L!
Give me an E!
Give me an N!
Give me a T!
What's it spell? LENT!
Kind of an odd thing to do a cheer about,
this season of Lent. But then again, we do
some odd things as Christians. We usually
think of Lent as somber, minor-ish hymns, no
alleluias or Hymn of Praise for this 40-day
season.
Lent has been used over the centuries as
a time of reflection and repentance. It has
been used as a time for renewing one's
understanding of Scripture and of God's story
of redeeming us. And it has been used as a
time to teach and prepare new persons for a
life of faith. Especially adults as they prepared
to "convert" to the faith, this would be a time of
instruction and service to understand just what
it is God is calling for from his people.
We are going to do some of that during
our Mid-Week services. We'll gather for Soup
and Bread at 6 pm (coming later is OK!), and
then a Taize Service with simple, repeated
music, a lesson or two, and then some
conversation about the 5 Baptismal promises
we make. For those who don't want to show
off by just repeating them to those in the
room, let me print them here:
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in Holy Baptism:
_
_
_
_
_

To live among God's faithful people;
To hear the Word of God and share in the
Lord's Supper;
To proclaim the Good News of Christ
through word and deed;
To serve all people, following the example
of Christ;
To strive for justice and peace through all
the earth?

That's no small task there that we promise
to do or that our parents and/or Godparents
stood up and said for us. It is an important
thing to remember as we live out each day.
This isn't a part-time job, only needing to do
this on Sundays. This isn't only to be done
when conscious about doing a good deed.
This is an all-the-time call, a way of living, a
lifestyle choice you make in Jesus' name.
With God's mark and claim on you, the Holy
Spirit steps up and helps lead you in the way
of Jesus. It takes effort and attention to task
from us, but is important for living out that
claim in Baptism.
We hear at ORLC have had a tough
decision to make regarding our Music Director
candidate. This has led to much good and
healthy conversation. And it put us in a
difficult spot, between two good reasons to
decide yea or nea. This past Tuesday (2/19)
was our Council meeting, where more difficult
yet good discussion was shared.
Not
everyone liked some of the points made; not
everyone liked the fear, or redemption, or the
"right decision” talk that happened. In the end,
we talked as a family would, argued and
debated, and came to a decision. Not all will
like it. But we got there together. My hope is
that we continue on together, still searching
for another candidate for Music Director, and
let these difficult discussions and decision
help carry us through in our walk with Jesus.
We are called to do this by HIS claim on
us when we were baptized. We are reminded
of that baptism every time we encounter water
and/or the Word. We are daily redeemed by
Jesus, every time we stumble (see President
Cindy Z's article!). And we are nourished and
fed to go on our way in Jesus' name.
Let's walk together during
Lent, and see where Jesus
might be leading us.
Together! In his name!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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You Will Be Found

'Cause when you don't feel strong enough to stand
You can reach, reach out your hand
And oh, someone will come running
And I know, they'll take you home
Even when the dark comes crashing through
When you need a friend to carry you
And when you're broken on the ground
You will be found

Lyrics from the song "You Will Be Found"
as it appears in "Dear Evan Hansen", a recent
Broadway hit. Sometimes, this is how we feel
in our lives....broken and alone, but we are
fortunate. We have that person, that spirit
who is with us all the time. We only need to
ask for His help. We only need to raise up our
hearts to Him and we can put faith in our
hearts to replace the fear. We can stand
strong against the push of society; a society of
mean spirited words and actions. We have a
friend who will carry us above this world to the
ideals of a higher place, where God resides.
A place where forgiveness is present, where
joy is the order of the day, and where love is
abundant for all. As the song says, "You Will
Be Found."
As we ready ourselves for the Lenten
season and the glories of Easter, this is the
time to reflect on what kind of Christians we
are. What do we show the world to illustrate
what our faith is all about? Hopefully, we
reflect a glow of God's love. Hopefully, we
reflect the forgiveness evidenced through the
sacrifice of God's Son for our sake.

What a relief!

Ash Wednesday is March 6th
with
services at 11 am & 7 pm. We will be holding
Wednesday evening Taize services at 7 pm
throughout the season of Lent.
Janice Walz
Worship & Music Trustee

From Our Social Ministry Trustee
Soup Kitchen
Our Redeemer's Soup Kitchen team will have
a break in March before serving again in early
April. We are still working to rebuild our turkey
supply to support our serving dates at least
through June. If you find any bargain prices,
please let us know, or pick up a bird or few
yourselves. If you're interested in joining the
Soup Kitchen team, or need help getting birds
into the church freezer, please call:
Warren Sheldon-Hughes
Betty Ann Sheldon-Hughes or
Ron Pucci
Thanks for your continuing
support of this ministry.

Bethesda House Sandwiches
Please join us in making sandwiches for
Bethesda House between services on March
10th.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

News from Your Outreach Team
Do you remember the old high school
cheer that began with the words “The team
was in a huddle?” Well, our Outreach teams
have been huddling a lot lately. We have
some exciting news and events coming up!
Our Fiber Arts Ministry has a new name Fiber Arts Fellowship.
In a recent

5 The Messenger’s Voice

conversation, we realized that sharing our love
of knitting, crocheting, weaving and other
forms of fiber arts is a perfect opportunity to
open up our meetings to the community. Our
next evening together will be held on Tuesday,
March 26th at 6:30 pm. If you know someone
who might like to join us for food, fellowship
and fun - in the form of needlework - please
invite them to join us. If you are interested in
learning how to knit or crochet, please join us.
If you just want to sit and watch, join us! Items
produced can be taken home by the maker or
donated to ORLC for distribution where
needed. And just a reminder - there are still
prayer shawls available for you to give to
someone who needs to feel the prayers and
good wishes from a loving congregation.
Coming Up:
April 20th - our next Cocoa
House will have an Earth
Day/Welcome Spring theme!
This will be our 4th Cocoa
House following our first three
very successful events. Can
you help us? The children will
have the opportunity to create nesting boxes
for their backyard birds, plant seeds and do
crafts. If you can donate any spring time craft
materials, please see Melissa. If you have an
idea for crafts that can be done, please see
Patti. Like to talk to people? Just show up!
Many parents stay for Cocoa House, which
provides the perfect opportunity for you to
speak with them about our church and invite
them to join us for worship or other activities.
May 22nd - Village of Scotia Memorial Day
parade. We’ll have more details in the next
Messenger’s Voice about ways you can
participate. If you’re itching to get started,
please see Ron Pucci.
Something brand new - Sundaes on Sunday!
Wondering what this is all about? It will all be
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announced next month! As always, we thank
you for every act of outreach you perform.
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Winter Wonderland
Before I complain too much, let me first
say that I realize there are people who enjoy
Winter and all the activities the Winter season
brings with it here in upstate New York, such
as skiing (both cross-country and downhill),
snowboarding, ice hockey, sledding, ice
skating, snowmobiling, etc. I just don't happen
to be one of them.
But lest I appear to be too much of an old
grouch, let me say that there is a special
problem I have with Winter weather that
pertains specifically to my position as the head
Our Redeemer's Stewardship Committee: It
often decreases church attendance. Indeed,
the weather was so bad on January 20th that
church services had to be cancelled that
Sunday. And we know that the weather has to
be downright terrible for a person as intrepid
as Pastor Dan to be forced to cancel church!
(Pastor Dan said it was the first time he had
done so in over thirty years of ministry in the
Northeast.)
So what's the point of all of this? Well, it
once again points to the benefit of
participation in the "Simply Giving" program at
Our Redeemer. With Simply Giving, one's
offering is not dependent upon one's church
attendance, which is especially helpful during
the times that it's difficult to get to church on
Sunday. I realize that there are some people
who have expressed security concerns about
Simply Giving. For them, I'd respectfully
suggest setting up an automatic giving
program (on either a weekly or monthly basis)
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with their own bank. The point is that there
should be a program within everyone's
comfort level which assures that our giving to
the church's vital ministries is consistent -even when the weather outside is frightful.
So, if you would like to sign up for Simply
Giving, just speak to Melissa or myself. Thank
you all for your faithful support!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Mmmmmm......Soup!!
Our Soup and Bread Suppers are here
again. Please consider making your favorite
soup to share and worship together during the
Lenten season. If you are interested in
sharing your favorite soup or bread, the
sign-up sheets are posted in the Fellowship
Hall. The Soup and Bread suppers will begin
on Wednesday, March 13th and continue
every Wednesday through April 10th.
Everyone is welcome to gather in the
Fellowship Hall between 5:30-6:00. The meal
will begin at 6 pm, followed by the Lenten
Worship Service.
Please consider signing up to host coffee
fellowship. The sign-up sheet is posted in the
Fellowship Hall and directions for hosting and
clean up are posted in the kitchen. If you
have not hosted coffee fellowship before and
are interested, please reach out to me with
any questions you might have.
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

Christian Education
Save the Date!! Please join us for
Christian Education Sunday on Sunday March
17th as we celebrate our Lenten season with
the color green! We are asking anyone who
has been involved in any of our educational
programs (perhaps you attend Bible Study, or
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you are a regular at ACES, or your children
attend Sunday School) to contribute to Coffee
Fellowship on Sunday, March 17th. The
Confirmation students have been busy
planning for this event as well!! We hope you
can join us! There will be a sign- up sheet in
the Fellowship Hall. Please think GREEN! It
can be a green food, or something that is
good for the body and earth!
In addition, as we enter our Lenten
season, the Sunday School children will be
collecting socks for children of all ages (birth
to teenager) to be donated after Easter to one
of our local shelters. We invite all members of
our congregation to donate and will have a
sock collection box in the Sunday School
area.
Our Confirmation students in the first two
years of instructional study will be learning
about Lutheran History and Catechism. As
part of their journey the students have to
prepare 8 sermon reports and 8 service
reports in each year. When the Sunday
School found themselves in need of a teacher,
Emma Riegel stepped up and took on that
task. Both Emma Riegel and Maddie Herron
have been a part of the sandwich making crew
as well.
Our 3rd year Confirmation students:
Marissa Martin (Mentor, Sandy Dion); Emma
Herron (Mentor, Sharon Mehigan); and
Izabella Riegel (Mentor, Dott Skomp) have
been meeting to share their experiences as
they walk in their Christian faith.
Lastly, I would like to acknowledge and
thank Nancy Novak and Darlene Robinson.
Both women have been committing their time
and energy for many years to Our Redeemer's
Sunday School program. Whether it's helping
with a craft or bringing the kids together for a
song, they have dedicated the time each week
to enhancing the children's experiences.
Thank you Nancy and Darlene!!
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee
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Youth Group!
Let's start meeting again! First Sundays
sounded like as good a time as any. On the
first Sunday of MARCH, let’s gather with our
brothers and sisters from Messiah and Good
Shepherd to watch “Won’t You Be My
Neighbor?” (the Mr. Rogers film) and talk
about how to be good neighbors! We'll meet
at 4 pm for the movie, popcorn, then a light
supper and conversation. Come and bring
friends! We'll meet on April 7th at 7 pm for the
next gathering.
Pastor Dan

Men’s Group
Thanks to Randy Jerreld for hosting in
February. We had good food and lively
fellowship. Next month's meeting will be
hosted by John Torelli on March 14th. The
study lesson will be, "Emotional Life (Peace of
Mind)", Phillipians 4:2-9, page 1635.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcomed to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact Chuck.
Warren Sheldon
(on behalf of Chuck Cox)

Book Club
Reminder: Susan Rice will host
the next Book Club meeting
beginning at 1:00 pm on Friday,
March 15th.
We will be
discussing the book "Beneath a
Scarlet Sky" by Mark Sullivan.

WELCA
Psalm 24:4-5 "He who has clean hands and a
pure heart…shall receive a blessing from the
Lord."
According to news reports, in some parts
of the world, a bar of soap costs a day's
wages and many do not even know how to
wash their hands to prevent the spread of
germs.
The World Health Organization
estimates that 2.4 billion people do not have
access to clean sanitation - and that is without
the additional problems a natural or
man-made disaster can cause. One and a
half million children die each year due to
diseases that thrive in contaminated
environments.
Cholera, dysentery and
typhoid are common, but cases can be
reduced with simple hygiene practices like
washing with soap and water.
Refugee camps and locations that have
no access to clean water due to natural
disasters need something as simple as soap to save lives and to help clean clothes and
shelters.
Along with many of the other parts of life
that we take for granted, having soap beside
any sink we walk by is commonplace. Bar
soap is easily transportable and can be stored
until needed. So, as you are shopping
throughout Lent, toss an extra bar or two in
the shopping cart. Look under your sink to
see if there are a few extra. The collection
box is in the Fellowship Hall and we will keep
it out through Easter. In May, we will deliver
our gift to the Lutheran World Relief truck
when it stops in Clifton Park. Any hotel sized
bars will be donated locally through SICM.
WELCA will meet Shrove Tuesday (March
5th) at 7pm. We will have a Mardi Gras theme.
Combat cabin fever and join us in the
celebration!
Linda DeBraccio
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Birthdays
Facebook!!!
Thank You
3/01
3/03
3/04
3/07
3/08
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/14
3/14
3/15
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/19
3/20
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/24
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/31

Donna Anscom be-W eakley

Heidi Tallman
Eunice Rice
Janet Taylor
Kevin Zoeller
Susan Hering
Edward Weston, Jr
Millie McMullen
Gavin Armstrong
Connor Blick
Mary Townsend
Ron Capello
Mallory Schettine
Jim Tallman
Sandra Bellomo
David Jennings
Karol Lunde
Madeline Herron
Emily Holman
R.J. Holman
Pastor Dan May
Susan Rice
Janice Wujciak
Gail Bassi
Nolan Taylor
Theodore Seefeld
Karin Restina

Pastoral Acts

A funeral service for
Doris Dyer
(Ella Jensen’s daughter)
was held February 9, 2019.

We received thanks from:
SiCM Food Pantry for our
food donations and monetary
contributions in the amount of
$181.66 for the months of
October and November.
They also acknowledged our
2018 total offerings in the
amount of $2,849.41.

Game Day!
ORLC's Confirmation
Program is a 3-year process.
Two years of classes (current
students Madeline Herron
and Emma Riegel taught by
Dott Skomp), and a third year
of Mentoring (Emma Herron,
Marisa Martin, and Izabella
Riegel). The mentees are
hosting a Game Day for our
congregation, for all ages!
Come to worship on St.
Patrick's Day, March 17th,
take part Christian Education
Sunday, and stay for a light
lunch and game time! The
three youth will be prepared
to lead or teach some
games. Plan on taking part!
It should be a fun time, and
to see our youth in action
planning and sharing this
event! The sign up sheet is
in the Fellowship Hall. We'll
wrap up around 2:00 (or
whenever gamers are done)!

Melissa does a great job
posting pictures and stories
about events here at Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church
on our Facebook page.
Have you noticed?
If you like what you see,
"like" it.

If you want to be bolder,
write a comment, even
challenge her post
or add to it.
And if you really like it,
share it on your feed.
That's just one easy way of
many to get the word out
about our congregation!

Fostering Futures NY
You heard in The President's
column about Fostering
Futures. This ministry of our
congregation is a group that
works with a family in our
community who has foster
children. Those who have
raised kids know the stresses
that can cause. Foster kids
add a couple of layers of
planning, meetings, and
such. We have a small but
dedicated team that helps
with occasional baby-sitting,
meals, and home chores. If
you would like to get involved
with this team, please see
Sylvia Raushi or Pastor Dan.
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March at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Mar 3
Mentor Meeting; 10 am
Mar 5
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Fellowship Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Mar 7
Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Mar 12
Fostering Futures Meeting; 5:15 pm
Forward Thinkers Meeting; 7 pm
Mar 19
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Mar 21
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Mar 26
Fiber Arts Fellowship, 6:30 pm
Mar 29
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Mar 3
New Member Sunday
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” (Movie) 4 pm
Mar 6
Ash Wednesday Worship Services; 11 am & 7 pm
Mar 10
Bethesda Sandwich Making; 10 am
Mar 17
Christian Education Sunday
Game Day! (12-2 pm)
Mar 24
Voter’s Meeting ~ 11 am
Deadlines
Mar 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Mar 24
April Messenger’s Voice Deadline
Reminders
Mar 10
Daylight Savings Time Begins
“Spring Forward”

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Mar 14 Men’s Group Meeting ~ 7 pm
(Hosted by John Torelli)
Mar 15 Book Club ~ 1 pm
(Hosted by Susan Rice)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
March 20th & 27th
Evening Bible Study ~
On hiatus during Lent
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 31st

Season of Lent
Wednesdays ~ March 13th, 20th & 27th
Soup & Bread Supper; 6 pm
Lenten Taize Service; 7 pm

Spotlight On......Patti Kopach
Patti is a fairly recent member here at Our Redeemer, having been active at Good
Shepherd (Loudonville) before joining us in ministry! She has been very active here,
with Outreach, Cocoa House, Fiber Arts (formerly Prayer Shawl) Ministry and many things behind
the scenes. She (mostly) grew up in Albany, has degrees in a variety of areas (Associates
Degree in Early Childhood Education, Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Master's Degree in
Community Psychology), and currently works as a paralegal at a law firm in Albany. She is
looking forward to retirement in the near future, and is excited about that! She also serves as
President of the Board of Directors for the Woman's Club of Albany, and on the Patient and
Family Services Council at Albany Memorial Hospital. She and her husband, Matt, have been
married since 2001. Patti says that in her free time "she enjoys collecting old sheet music and
Lustreware and gardening - as long as there are no snakes in the yard!" Patti's passion is
outreach, and is doing her best to keep pushing us to be more attentive to this needed part of our
ministry together. She reminds us that we are ALL on the Outreach Committee. To learn how
you can do more, speak with her! Thanks for all you do Patti!

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Please join us Sunday, March 3rd at 4 pm
to view this movie, followed by a light
supper & discussion.

Don’ Forget to “Spring Forward” before
you go to bed on Saturday, March 9th .

Joshua 24:15
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