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A Message from the President
It certainly was a long winter! It wasn't the coldest or the
snowiest but it was long. The winds last week seemed more like
they were blowing in winter instead of ushering in spring. This
year, we are treated with a true springtime Easter. Unless winter
decides to hang around, we will be celebrating Easter in lighter
weight clothes - hopefully, without sweaters or sports jackets to
cover them.
In the meantime, we slog through the early days of spring
- the last remnants of dirty snow, the wet lawns, and the April
rains knowing that the real spring with beautiful sunny days is
just around the corner. While we do that, we continue our walk
through Lent, hopefully looking at our ourselves - our lives, our
relationships with God and with others - and see what needs to
be changed. As we prepare our gardens or make other plans for
summer, use Lent to plan for a better life as a follower of Jesus
Christ. Use this time to pray, read the Bible, fast from something
(like joining in the gossip, backstabbing, or bickering), or make
a pointed effort to go above and beyond for others.
I wish you the best for the remainder of Lent and a very
Happy Resurrection Day!
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Spotlight On........Karen Smith
Karen Smith, our Social Ministry Trustee, is not from around here (like so many others…).
She is from the GREAT State of Connecticut! She moved to Schenectady (she could already
spell Connecticut, so Schenectady was no problem!) in 1986, working and eventually getting an
associate's degree from SCCC. She has worked for the VNA (Visiting Nurse Association/ Visiting
Nurses Home Health) for the last 10 years.
Karen joined Our Redeemer in 2000 while dating John Smith. They married in Jamaica
to the surprise of many! She has her own Harley Davidson motorcycle. She has a close sister,
Jean, who lives in CT and their Mom lives in Florida. And then there is Roskoe, the world's
friendliest dog! (He even had his picture taken for our photo directory!)
Karen is well versed to serve as Social Ministry Trustee. She was a Braille Group Leader
until they closed our work center. She has served on the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen crew.
In that capacity, she was fortunate to get know Ed Kaufmann quite well. They worked together
for many years preparing for the Soup Kitchen. She fondly says, “He took me under his wing and
even shared the famous Turkey Gravy along with step by step instructions on cooking, deboning,
cutting and serving at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen until I went back to work full time. I was
able to pass the ladle to the best….BA and Warren.” Karen has helped coordinate the German
Fest for several years, introducing 'Gramps Potato Pancakes' to
the event. She has been making them ever since. Thanks for all
The Messenger's Voice
you do, Karen!
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A Message from the Pastor
It must be getting close to Spring - I can
see bits of the shrubs sticking out of the
snowbanks at the church! WooWoo! Can't
wait for those to finish melting!
We like to look for signs, for clues, for a
sense of what is coming. Sometimes for the
excitement that comes with a new thing,
sometimes because we are tired of the old.
Most are ready to get this winter behind us.
But our wants don't always line up with what
happens…
ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!! will soon
be our Easter greeting! CHRIST IS RISEN
INDEED!! ALLELUIA!! is the response, as we
share and celebrate and proclaim the
resurrection! But not yet - just as this winter
seems to hang on, Easter's arrival is late this
year. Our Lenten Taize worship looking at our
vow made at our baptism or confirmation has
been going well. There's always room for a
few more to join in if you're interested!
ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!! will soon
be our Easter greeting! Shouted at worship,
the reply just as joyous, we believe and know
that Jesus has won for us, beaten the grasp of
sin and sorrow and death, and given us new
lives we can live, in joy and faith and service
and love for others as we live out each day.
Sometimes even living with that kind of joy
seems out of reach. If Jesus' presence in our
lives seems there but distant, you can bet that
it wasn't Jesus who moved! So move towards
the light, and bask and celebrate in Jesus'
presence once again!
ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!! will soon
be our Easter greeting! Look around and think
about who's been missing lately. Give them a
call. Email. Text. Old Fashioned Letter! Let
them know they are missed, and that there is
a place for them always! Pass along to me
any concerns they might share. People who
wander away from worship appreciate being
remembered, invited, cared for. Our Body of
Christ here isn't complete without them!

ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!! will soon
be our Easter greeting! And that Easter
greeting came about because of God trying to
save and redeem all people. Sooo, even
those who haven't been a part of our family of
faith here need to be invited, remembered,
cared for. You certainly know some people
who don't have a church home, or aren't going
to the one they had. Invite them, let them
know that we have a place for them too. This
Good News we will be shouting about is so
good that everyone should hear about it! God
doesn't discriminate when it comes to
redeeming people. Nor should we in our
inviting and including others.
Remember your promises at your Baptism
and Confirmation. Remember God's claim on
you that day, and in all the days since. And
know that claim is for all the baptized, and for
all those who haven't been yet. There is room
and water, bread and wine for all who gather.

ALLELUIA!
CHRIST IS RISEN!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!
ALLELUIA!
Not just for us, but for all.
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Practicing Kindness & Generosity
As the head of Our
Redeemer's Stewardship
Committee, I realize that I
spend a lot of time talking
about money.
And, of
course, this stems from the
inconvenient truth that it takes money, and the
faithful support of each and every member of
the congregation, to meet the operating
budget we set for ourselves each year. But I
would be remiss if I gave the impression that
stewardship was all about money. Pastor Dan
reminded me of this recently when he
forwarded me the stewardship site 40 acts,
which is about people performing acts of
kindness and generosity, as part of their
stewardship, in their everyday lives. This, in
turn, brought to mind a column by David
Brooks that I made a copy of for our ACES
classes on "Civility," entitled "Kindness is a
Skill." Why is this?
Well, if you have been at Our Redeemer
for at least several years you may remember
that Pastor Dennis Meyer often used the Latin
phrase "incurvatus in se" in his sermons.
Martin Luther, in his usual blunt manner, said
that this phrase described our sinful, corrupt
human nature, which is "so deeply curved in
on itself that it . . . fails to realize that it . . .
wickedly . . . and viciously seeks all things,
even God, for its own sake." In short, our
fallen human nature thinks of itself first, not
those around us. Therefore, to put the
well-being of others first, and to act with
kindness and generosity toward them, is a skill
that needs to be practiced.
Who are the people around you with
whom you can practice, and hopefully perfect,
this skill? I'm sure you know who they are.
Sometimes it could just be giving a ride to
somebody who needs a lift or a phone call to
someone who needs some encouragement.
Sometimes it could be something more than
that. But there are countless opportunities for
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all of us to practice this skill - all we need is
the desire to do so. And with God's help we
can all find that desire!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Brunch, Anyone?
Spring is finally HERE and once again,
the Fellowship Committee will be hosting an
Easter Brunch on Sunday, April 21st between
the 9 am and 11 am services. Please join us!
A sign-up sheet has been posted in the
Fellowship Hall. Please sign up with your
name, number of people attending and what
type of "brunch" dish or drink you would like to
share. Any brunch type dishes are welcome
but if you can't decide, hot dishes like a quiche
or an egg bake are always a hit. If you do not
feel like cooking, fruit and sweet pastries are
simple, yet something everyone enjoys. If you
are interested in helping to clean up after the
event please let me know.
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

Ending Hunger
One Step at a Time. Together.
The 2019 Schenectady CROP Walk
needs your support! This year's local walk will
be held:
Sunday, May 5th
Registration begins at 1:00 pm
Walk begins at 2:00 pm
Emmanuel Friedens Church
(218 Nott Terrace)
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Funds raised go toward self-sustaining
programs around the world and hunger
programs here in Schenectady.
Many
international projects, from establishing wells
and maintaining clean water sources to
introducing agricultural ideas that elevate
entire communities, benefit from the CROP
Walk. Please consider walking or sponsoring
a walker. This is the 50th Anniversary of the
walk that has impacted so many lives for the
better, supporting communities around the
world.
Please see Ron Pucci or Mike Mehigan to
be a walker or to find a walker to sponsor. For
more information, testimonies or to support
the Our Redeemer team on-line, please go to
www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny. Our
congregation has been an enthusiastic
supporter of the CROP Walk for many years.
Thank you, members of Our Redeemer, for
your past and future support!
~ Welcome Spring ~
CFOO Plant Sale Coming Soon
Order Forms will be available in the
Fellowship Hall & the narthex.
You can also call/email the church office to
request an order form via mail/email.
• April 7th ~ CFOO Meeting between services
• April 9th ~ Fostering Futures Meeting; 5:15
• April 12th ~ Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
(Please see the sign-up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall for preparation and serving
times.)
• May 5th ~ CROP Walk
• May 7th ~ We'll Be Hosting the monthly
SiCM Assembly meeting. All are welcome
to attend or join me in welcoming our
neighbors. Please call or email me if you
would like to attend or help with food or
greeting. (Coffee and light snacks to be
served.)
Hope to see you at an upcoming event!
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You’ve been reading about the various
projects/collections we do here at Our
Redeemer (quilts, tied fleece blankets, health
care kits or soap). A tractor trailer will arrive at
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (Clifton
Park) in May to pick up items being donated to
Lutheran World Relief. Thank you for your
support in making these donations possible.

Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

News from Your Outreach Team
Happy Spring one and all! I think if we
say that often enough, Mother Nature will start
cooperating with us and send those beautiful
spring days we are all waiting for!
A special thank you to our
Confirmation Class students for
all their help during our very
successful Valentine's Day
themed Cocoa House. And can
you believe it? It's already time
for our next event! On Saturday, April 20th, we
will hold our next Cocoa House with an
Easter/Earth Day theme. Are you willing to
join the Cocoa House team and help out with
this event? If you can help serve snacks, sit
with the children as they perform arts and
crafts, face paint, play games or talk with the
parents who stay during Cocoa House, we
welcome you! For more information about
Cocoa House, please see Patti Kopach or
Melissa Jerreld.
If you've been keeping up with the Village
of Scotia news, you know that the status of the
Memorial Day Parade is still pending. Ron
Pucci has been attending Village meetings as
a new Planning Committee is being formed.
Assuming all will go well and a parade will
actually take place, we want to be ready to
participate. If you are willing to help decorate
our float &/or walk in the parade, please speak
with Ron.
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The Outreach Committee would also like
to develop a team to plan ORLC's
participation in the Village Father's Day car
show. Our initial thoughts are to have a table
where we distribute bottles of water and have
some type of car-related prop which will allow
Dads and kids to have their picture taken. We
plan to use personalized ORLC water bottle
labels. Father's Day will be here before you
know it and we could use YOUR help! Please
see Pastor Dan if you have any ideas on how
we can make this happen!
Coming soon - information about Sundaes
on Sunday and the next Turquoise Table
event. Please consider joining one of our
teams! As we like to say, every member of
Our Redeemer is a member of the Outreach
Committee! Mark your calendars for our next
meeting - May 2nd at 6:30 pm.

Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Christian Education

A BIG THANK YOU to all of the children,
families and Christian Education participants
that contributed to our successful Christian
Education Sunday on March 17th!! For those
of you who may have missed it, we had a
Sunday filled with singing, playing,
participation and delicious "green" foods!! The
day would not have been as successful had
it not been for Dott, Doris, Ruth, Nancy,
Darlene, Ashley and the several volunteers
who helped set up, clean up, cook, bake, play
and more! Finally, to the students....thank
YOU! You are the future of our church and
without your dedication and commitment, we
cannot be successful!
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ACES will continue in April and we hope
to see you between services as we continue
with the topic of "Civility".
Sunday School will not be meeting on
Easter Sunday.
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

Youth Group!
We will meet on April 7th at
7pm for a time to plan laser tag,
talk a bit about Youth Gathering
2021, and whatever else comes
up.
Pass the word, invite
friends, show up!
Pastor Dan

From the Nominating Committee
In May, we will be electing a Treasurer,
Recording Secretary and Christian Education,
Fellowship, Property and Worship & Music
Trustees. If you feel called to serve in any of
these positions, please contact a member of
the Nominating Committee. The committee
will be meeting during April to identify
members who may best fill these roles. If you
are approached to serve, we ask that you
prayerfully consider being part of our
congregation’s leadership.
Members of the Nominating Committee
are: Kelli Torelli, Warren Sheldon-Hughes,
Linda DeBraccio, Katie Armstrong and Cindy
Holman.

ALLELUIA!
CHRIST IS RISEN!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!
ALLELUIA!
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Men’s Group
We want to thank John Torelli for hosting
our March meeting. We had a good time with
good food and a real inspiring study with 13 in
attendance. Our next meeting will be hosted
by Warren Sheldon on April 11th. The study
lesson will be "Relational Life: How's your love
life?" (1 Corinthians 13:1-13, page 1599).
Pete Nowak has once again graciously
offered to host the Men's Group Retreat at his
camp August 2nd - 4th. More information to
follow in coming newsletters.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcomed to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox

WELCA
If you miss our April 2nd (7pm) WELCA
meeting at church, with the theme "Foolish but
Faithful", mark your calendar now for our
meeting in May. We will be hosting a
Daughter's Breakfast Saturday, May 4th from
11 am - 1 pm. Ask your friends, neighbors
and family members NOW since ALL women
of EVERY age are invited. Look for sign up
sheets in the Fellowship Hall later this month.
If you love to bake or cook, there will also be
sign up sheets for this potluck event.
Our “soap box” is growing fuller every day!
If you have bar soap of any size to donate,
please look for the box in the Fellowship Hall.
We will continue to collect until May, when the
Lutheran World Relief truck will be in the area.
It's wonderful to think that a small purchase
here can deliver blessings of hope,
cleanliness and health wherever they are sent
in the world.
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If you have an idea for a topic to discuss
or an in-gathering project, please contact one
of us.
Linda DeBraccio
Mary Rainey

Book Club

Veronica May will host the next
Book Club meeting Friday, May 17th
(1 pm). They will be discussing the
book Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult.
Summary:
“For more than a decade, Jenna Metcalf
has never stopped thinking about her mother,
Alice, who mysteriously disappeared in the
wake of a tragic accident. Refusing to believe
she was abandoned, Jenna searches for her
mother regularly online and pores over the
pages of Alice’s old journals. A scientist who
studied grief among elephants, Alice wrote
mostly of her research among the animals she
loved, yet Jenna hopes the entries will provide
a clue to her mother’s whereabouts.
Desperate to find the truth, Jenna enlists
two unlikely allies in her quest: Serenity Jones,
a psychic who rose to fame finding missing
persons, only to later doubt her gifts, and Virgil
Stanhope, the jaded private detective who’d
originally investigated Alice’s case along with
the strange, possibly linked death of one of
her colleagues. As the three work together to
uncover what happened to Alice, they realize
that in asking hard questions, they’ll have to
face even harder answers.
As Jenna’s memories dovetail with the
events in her mother’s journals, the story
races to a mesmerizing finish.”
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Birthdays
Thank You

4/02
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/05
4/07
4/08
4/09
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/15
4/17
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/29
4/30

Matthew Barnes
Jan Hall
Liam Meyer
Richie Novak
Varro Clarke
Carolyn Fall
Salvatore Martin
Randy Jerreld
Nicole Betz
Megan Meyer
Drusilla Denegar
Cindy Schulte
Samuel Stecher
Sean O'Connor
Elva Hutchison
Cindy Zielaskowski
Lois Kline
Kristen Rossler
Luana Moross
Helen Stecher
Robert Salerno, Jr.
Meredith Colacino
Nancy Novak
Scott Dion
Kelli Torelli
Elizabeth Harrington

Melissa does a great job
posting pictures and stories
about events here at Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church
on our Facebook page.
Have you noticed?
In the past few months,
we received two deposits
from Thrivent Choice
totaling $1,255.00!
We thank the following
individuals for directing their
Choice Dollars to our
church:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patti Kopach
Kate Latal
Pastor Dan May
Betsy Meyer
Liam Meyer
Edie Mohlenhoff
Dan & Grace O’Connor
Thad Raushi
Mary Townsend
Janice Walz
Ed Weston

Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our food donations
and a monetary contributions
since January.

Join us in celebrating the
Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Sunday (April 21st)
Worship Services 9 & 11 am

Facebook!!!

If you like what you see,
"like" it.

If you want to be bolder,
write a comment, even
challenge her post
or add to it.
And if you really like it,
share it on your feed.
That's just one easy way of
many to get the word out
about our congregation!

Giving Statements
We have transitioned from
quarterly to semi-annual
statements so you won't be
getting one this month. If you
need a statement for the first
quarter of 2019, please let
me know and I'll generate
one for you.
Paul Henry
Financial Secretary
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April at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
April 1 Nominating Committee Meeting; 7 pm
April 2 WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
April 4 Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
April 7 Caring For Our Own Meeting; 10 am
Youth Group Meeting; 7 pm
April 9 Fostering Futures Meeting; 5:15 pm
Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
April 16 Council Meeting; 7 pm
April 18 Property Committee Meeting; 8 pm
April 26 Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
April 30 Fellowship Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Events/Special Services at Church
April 14 Palm Sunday Worship Service; 9 & 11 am
Bethesda Sandwich Making; 10 am
April 18 Maundy Thursday Worship Services;
11 am & 7 pm
April 19 Scotia Cross Walk
Good Friday Worship Service; 7 pm
April 20 Earth Day/Easter Cocoa House; 1-2:30 pm
April 21 Resurrection of Our Lord
Worship Services 9 & 11 am
Easter Brunch ~ Between Services
Deadlines
April 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
April 21 April Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
April 11 Men’s Group Meeting ~ 7 pm
(Hosted by Warren Sheldon)
April 12 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
April 3rd, 17th & 24th
May 1st, 15th, 22nd & 29th
Evening Bible Study ~
On hiatus during Lent
May 8th, 15th, 29th
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
April 7th & 28th
Season of Lent
Wednesdays ~ April 3rd & 10th
Soup & Bread Supper; 6 pm
Lenten Taize Service; 7 pm

EASTER PLANT ORDER FORM
Lilies and m um s to decorate the altar on Easter Sunday will be available for $10.00 per
plant. If you would like to order one or m ore plants, please com plete the order form
below. Order form s and paym ent m ay be m ailed to the church office or placed in the
offering plate. You m ay use your offering envelope and specify “Easter Plant” in the
“other” colum n. The deadline to place an order is Sunday, April 7 th.
Purchased by (name):

DEDICATION Please fill in or check one.

Number of plants:
Lily: _________

____ In Memory of:
____ In Memory of Departed Loved Ones

Mum: ________

____ In Honor of (living):

Amount Enclosed: $________

____ To the Glory of God

Offering Envelope #: ________

I plan to:
____ Pick up the plant. ____ Allow the plant to be delivered to a shut-in.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Palm Sunday (4/14) 9 & 11 am
Maundy Thursday (4/18) 11 am & 7 pm
Good Friday (4/19) 7 pm

we will serve the Lord.

Easter Sunday
April 21, 2019
Worship Services 9 & 11 am

Joshua 24:15
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