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Pastor Dan's sermon today, specifically him talking about
the unseen, struck a chord with me. We all know how easy it is
to avoid those we don't want to know. Maybe the person is
mentally ill or just a bit too pushy every single time you deal with
her. Maybe it's that guy who just stinks of cigarette smoke and
looks like he hasn't showered in a week. Maybe it's that woman
who held a woman in slavery to be her house servant or the guy
that's just there for the financial aid check. Working at a public
college, I get to experience all types of people. I have to admit
that there have been plenty of times when I walked the other
way to avoid some of them. I know that this is far from what
Jesus asks. I'm guessing you know the feeling of "I just can't
deal with....(fill in the blank; him, her, or it) today!"
What a difference we would truly make in this world if we
really did act as Jesus did. I'm not ready to have lunch with
these strangers as Jesus probably would, but really, just how
hard would it be to always greet each one of them with the
respect and the inherent dignity that each of them deserves as
a human person, created in the image and likeness of God? I'm
not really that different from the woman that comes in almost
every single morning to pay her tuition using change that she
has found. I am fortunate enough to not have some sort of
mental illness like hers that prevents her from working. I'm not
really that different from the dark skinned woman with the heavy
accent, just blessed that I live in a country where I don't need to
think about emigrating for my personal safety. And you know
that socially awkward person...aren't we all just a bit awkward at
times?
How hard is it to reach out with a kind word, maybe just
a kind hello? It's actually incredibly easy and you could make a
difference in a person's day by just doing so. Step out of your
comfort zone. Make a difference. Show some stranger, or the
person you really don't like to bother with, Christ's love.
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And one more thing.....thank you to all who came to Sunday's potluck and Voter’s Meeting
and a special thanks to all of the cooks! We owe a debt of gratitude to all those who have or will
serve as council members and elders. Without their work and dedication to our church, we would
not exist. I thank those who are stepping down and those who are stepping in or stepping back
in, as the case may be.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President

Thrivent Workshop
Winning in the Second Half of Life
Thursday July 18th (7 pm)
Join us for a workshop that can help you consider …
• A long-term care strategy.
• Preserving your independence.
• Protecting your income and assets.
• Reassuring your family about the future.
Hosted by Paula Christy Heighton, FIC (Financial Associate)
Please RSVP by July 11th to reserve your spot.
Contact Melissa at 518-393-5031 (or) email orlc@nycap.rr.com.

The Messenger's Voice
is published monthly
(except for combined July/August edition)

For questions, contact Paula Christy Heighton at:
pc.heighton@thrivent.com.
Refreshments will be served.
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A Message from the Pastor
ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!
Not just for us, but for all!
You know, sometimes we hear the same thing all the time and get to the point of not hearing
it. We get so used to the words or phrases that our mind hardly registers them. But this
proclamation seems different. It gets LUTHERANS to get loud and almost excited! WOOWOO!
I know sometimes I say things to some people over and over again. And sometimes that
comes around to surprise me. This past Sunday, I was greeting people after worship when one
of our senior women came out, smiled at me as she shook my hand, and said: "Are you staying
on your feet?" Mind you, this woman has had a number of falls in the past year or two, and I
have been known to ask her weekly, "Are you staying on your feet?" I thought the comment was
hilarious! Here I was asking about her well-being, and she turned the tables on me!
We do have some questions we get asked often and just toss out responses. How often
are you asked, "How are you?" and you say "Fine, thanks!" I remember going to the doctor one
day and he asked me that question. I said, "Not so good, otherwise I wouldn't be here." That
seemed to startle him! Or like my kick to get people to "pray" the Lord's Prayer instead of "say"
the Lord's Prayer at the end of meetings or at other times. Answering or speaking differently
than expected can get people's attention!
Or like when someone sneezes. We tend to say, "Bless you!" Used to be people said, "God
bless you!" That all came about because of a belief that the devil could enter you when
sneezing and all. None-the-less, saying God bless you clarifies the focus of the blessing's origin.
How could you work some unexpected responses to everyday questions this summer?
Especially, since I am a Pastor and this is the church newsletter, how could you work God into
your conversations more? How could you work comments about your church, or ministry work
you do, or how hilarious your pastor is into your conversations? OK, that last one might be a
stretch, but you could try to work the others into conversation that just might surprise others and
lead to interesting conversations. Conversations that could allow you to reach someone in faith,
and bring them some good news and an invitation into community here at Our Redeemer.
At our Voter's Meeting on Sunday, May 19th, a request for Council to look into hiring
someone for outreach, and a question about how pastors talk about outreach were shared. I'll
quote our Outreach Trustee, Patti Kopach, and remind you that you ALL are on the outreach
team! Jesus called every one of us to reach out, share Jesus, share compassion, share
assistance and support and peace and love with everyone, in his name. You can do outreach
just as effectively as I can as your pastor - maybe even better! You know people who will listen
to you and trust you. Share with them the greatest gift you've been given: Jesus! If we all put
the same enthusiasm into outreach as we did our Easter Greeting shout, we'd be making Jesus
really proud! If not us, who will? How will people hear if there is no one telling and inviting and
comforting and sharing peace?
So say it loudly, or boldly, or confidently, or supportively, or any
combination of these. Say it to those you know, and those you don't know
so well. You might be surprised at their response! So, one more time:
ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!
Not just for us, but for all!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Taking Our Financial Pulse (Part 2)
In last month's article, I pointed out that
through the end of March, offerings were $320
per week less than they were in 2018
($320.71 to be exact). I also noted that it was
still early in the year, and a bit too early to get
extremely worked up over this. Our winter
weather was less than favorable, even
causing church services to be cancelled for
one Sunday in January, and this could easily
skew the figures to make the situation look
worse than it actually was. I suggested that
we reserve judgment until we had the
Financial Secretary's Report for the end of
April, which would include our offerings for
Easter Sunday.
Well, we now have the report, and it
presents the classic "good news, not-so-good
news" situation for us. First, the good news.
The deficit in weekly giving has shrunk from
$320 per week to slightly over $100 per week
($116.88 to be exact). Accordingly, the
weekly shortfall in our offerings to the church
from the previous year has been diminished
by about two-thirds. This certainly qualifies as
good news.
But these figures also present some
not-so-good news. Over the course of the
past decade as Our Redeemer's Stewardship
Trustee, experience has taught me that it is
very beneficial to be at least even with the
previous year's giving by the end of April. By
that time Easter (regardless of whether it falls
early or late) has come and gone, and we are
able to get a fairly accurate reading as to
where our giving stands in relation to that of
the previous year. If we are at least even in
our giving, we know that we are holding our
own, although we cannot be complacent. If
we are behind in our giving, we know we have
our work cut out for us, especially since our
budget increases in most years, with 2019
being no exception.
We have now gone to having only one
Sunday service for the summer, and the
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church historically goes through a '''summer
slump" in giving until after Labor Day. In light
of the fact that we are already behind in our
giving, it is essential that we keep our giving
as constant as possible throughout the
summer months. On behalf of myself and the
Stewardship Committee, we wish you all a
pleasant, safe and relaxing summer. But
remember, there is no vacation from our
stewardship for Our Redeemer!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Garden Volunteers Needed
Do you have an hour a
week to help with garden
maintenance? Tasks such as
weeding and watering need
regular volunteers. Please contact Cindy
Schulte or Gladys Cox and we will show you
our routine. Thanks!!

From Our Fellowship Trustee
This warm weather means that summer is
here and it’s time to finally enjoy being
outside. Summer is the season for sweet or
savory salads and the farmers markets are
teeming with vibrant produce. You can
support our local farmers and pick up your
favorite fruits and vegetables. You know
what’s also in season? Outdoor Feasts! It’s an
excuse to get family and friends together to
commune over a huge meal. So be sure to
plan a big picnic on the beach or a backyard
barbecue.
Freedom Park will again be
offering their free concert series and will be
releasing upcoming events soon.
My term as Fellowship Trustee is coming
to an end, so I wanted to thank you for all for
the opportunity to serve on Council and a very
special thank you for all those who helped and
supported me throughout my term. I could not
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have done it without the many volunteers who
made each and every event a success.
Please remember we still have coffee
fellowship over the summer, so please
consider hosting. Hope everyone has a
wonderful summer!
Katie Armstrong
Fellowship Trustee

News from Your
Outreach Committee
Greetings from your Outreach Committee!
We’d like to thank the following people for
making it possible for us to participate in the
Memorial Day parade:
• Ron Pucci for serving as Team Leader
• Melissa Jerreld for printing signs for the
float
• Gregg DeBraccio for driving his truck to
pull the wonderful trailer, offered up by
one of Ron’s friends, Doug.
• Those who helped decorate the float
• And those who walked in the parade or
rode on the float.
Hot on the heels of the Memorial Day
Parade, comes even more events we'd like to
share with you!
On May 28th, the Fiber Arts Fellowship
group will meet to identify future projects,
share some snacks and generally just have
fun. This group is open to the public. If you
know someone who knits, crochets, weaves or
engages in any other type of fiber artistry and
would like to join a small but committed group
of people (women right now, but men are
invited also!) who like to share their love of all
things fiber, please see Team Leader Patti
Kopach. This will be our last meeting until
September.
We would like to
participate in the Village of
Scotia Father's Day Car
Show and are in search of someone with
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artistic skills who can paint the Disney
Volkswagen (Herbie) on a wooden cut out
which will be used as a prop for picture taking.
We also need individuals who could staff our
table, distributing free water bottles and
literature about Our Redeemer. Can you help
us? Please add your name to the sign-up list
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
We have not identified a Team Leader yet and
without volunteers, we will not be able to
participate in this well-attended event.
Our next Cocoa House will take place on
Saturday, June 22nd. It will be held outdoors,
weather permitting. We need craft helpers,
snack servers and people willing to engage
the parents of children attending the Cocoa
House in conversation. Are you available to
help out? If you are, please see either Patti
Kopach or Melissa Jerreld who would be
happy to provide you with more information.
Sundaes on Sunday is
getting closer! Our first event
will be held on June 30th from
11:30 am - 1 pm.
Our plan is to invite members of the
community to Our Redeemer to have a free
ice cream sundae on us! Our second Sundae
event will be held on July 21st. It will be a
celebration of the second anniversary of our
Turquoise Table. We hope to expand this
event to a block party where we will be serving
food in addition to our ice cream sundaes and
having activities. We need YOUR help in
developing this event! If you can't assist, we
hope everyone will join us for what we hope
will be three fun events. Team Leader to be
announced.
Our next Outreach Committee meeting
will take place on Tuesday, June 11th at 6:30
pm. You don't have to be a member of the
committee to attend. If you are interested in
assisting as a "One and Done" team member,
please come to our meeting so we can hear
your ideas as we develop and finalize our
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plans for upcoming Outreach events. Thank
you to everyone for your support and prayers.
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Social Ministry Opportunities
Caring For Our Own would like to thank
everyone for their help with the Plant Sale,
whether working the sale or purchasing plants.
A HUGE THANK YOU to Mary Rainey,
Janette Wood, Thad and Sylvia Raushi, and
Jean Esposito (my sister who came up from
Connecticut to help out with our fundraiser.)
Upcoming Opportunities
to Serve God
and those in need:
• Bethesda Sandwiches; Sunday, 6/9 & 7/14
• Salvation Army Soup Kitchen; Friday, June
28th. See the sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board for preparation and serving times.
• SiCM Summer Lunch program starts the
week that school lets out. We will be
serving lunches June 26th - 28th at Jerry
Burrell Park, which is located on Hamilton
Street, nestled between Paige Street and
Schenectady Street, just off Albany Street.
• We are looking for a volunteer leader who
is willing to attend the volunteer training so
as to be aware of the updated Policies and
Procedures per NYS Guidelines for Serving
Food to Children.
There will be a
Mandatory Training for the leader of each
group and on line info for all other
volunteers. There are 2 training sessions
scheduled.
• Evening Training - Wed., May 29th in the
McChesney Room at the Schenectady
Public Library from 6 - 7:30 pm.
• Daytime Training - Tuesday, June 4th at
the SiCM Food Pantry from 1 - 2:30 pm.
• We will be serving lunches at Collins Park
the week of August 19th -23rd.
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• Sign-Up sheets for lunch volunteers will be
posted by mid-June.
• Our Friday Family Lunch Program will
resume on Friday, June 28th. We will serve
lunch in the Fellowship Hall every Friday
through August 30th.
We hope to see you at an upcoming
event! More to come in the next newsletter,
but mark your calendars in advance so that
you are able to help out! Thanks all!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Christian Education
I'm pretty sure that we're skipping spring
this year and jumping right into hot and humid
summer! From my perspective, this is not
ideal, but what I do know is that this time of
year brings an end to our cold winter months,
many students are graduating or moving up
into a new grade in school and for us here at
Our Redeemer, this is the end of our routine
Christian Education classes. Please continue
to look for fliers, Facebook posts and
information in the church bulletin for any
Education updates or class announcements
over the summer.
For me personally, this also brings the
end of my term as Education Trustee. I want
to thank everyone for your support and
encouragement of me over the last 2 years.
It has been an honor to serve our church
community in this capacity. It also warms my
heart to know that my youngest daughter was
able to continue her religious education under
the leadership of some of the most dedicated
educators I've ever known and will continue
her learning as she moves into Confirmation
classes. To Doris, Ruth, Nancy, Darlene,
Ashley, Dale and Dott; thank you for your
unwavering commitment to the children of our
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congregation. To Randy
and Sharon, for your years
of leadership, wisdom and
grace and to all of the
families and the children of
Our Redeemer, thank you!!
You will be in wonderful
hands as we move into fall.
Aimee Pachucki
Education Trustee

Bible Studies
We have two Bible Studies that will go on
all summer.
The daytime one meets from 11:30 to
12:30 (or so) on:
June 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
July 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st.
We have been looking at topics that
cause us to dig deeper into Scripture. For
example, we are currently taking a look at how
and where the promise of eternal life came to
be. Other topics that keep us in Scripture will
be looked at, either as suggested by the group
or by the whim of the pastor. And he is pretty
whimsical!
The evening Bible Study is slated to meet
on Wednesdays at 7 pm on:
June 12th, 19th & 26th
July 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st.
We have just begun a look into How the
Bible Came to Be. This involves some history
as well as an overview of some parts of
Scripture.
This has proven to be very
interesting!
Please feel free to jump in on either of
these studies. I try to make them each stand
alone, so if you haven't come or miss a week
or two, you should be OK. Join us!
Pastor Dan
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Youth Group News
Strawberry Festival
Saturday, June 8th
The Strawberry Festival will once again be
hosted by the Youth Group. The sign-up
sheets are posted in the Fellowship Hall. We
need "lots" of volunteers to make the event
run smoothly. We are looking to fill the lawn
with vendors. If you or someone you know
would like to set up a table on the lawn from 9
am - 4 pm, please contact Melissa in the
church office.
The Schenectady Home
Furnishings Program will be conducting one of
their sales on our lawn as well. Due to an
overwhelming response to our Facebook
event for the Strawberry Fest, we WILL NOT
be doing pre-sale tickets. We plan to prepare
more berries than we have in past years, but
if you want to get your strawberry shortcake,
be sure to get here early!!
The Youth Group will meet at church on
June 2nd , July 7th and August 4th at 7 pm.
We'll take a look at some things we can do
this summer around the church and in the
community. We'll talk about Jesus too! Got
ideas? Got friends? Bring 'em!
~Pastor Dan

Men’s Group
We would like to thank Paul Henry for
hosting our May meeting. We had a good
time with good food and a real inspiring study.
There were seven in attendance. Our next
meeting will be hosted by Ted Seefeld on
June 13th. This will start at 6 pm. There is no
need to bring your Bible because this one is
all fellowship!! Please plan to attend as Ted
really looks forward to this one.
Our Men's Group Retreat will be held
August 2nd - 4th, hosted by Pete Nowak at his
camp. We need to know if you plan to attend
by the June meeting.
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Save the Date: The Christmas dinner will
be December 13th at the Turf Tavern. More
news to follow.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcomed to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox
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Book Club
Linda Nowak will host the next
Book Club meeting at her camp on
Friday, July 19th beginning at 1 pm.
They will be discussing the book
The Other Einstein by Marie
Benedict.
Meet the Brilliant Physicist Hidden in
Albert Einstein's Shadow

WELCA
Firstly, thanks to all of you for helping us
collect bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief.
We donated a total of 310 (!) bars of
soap.....295 full-size bars were sent to
Lutheran World Relief and15 small soaps
going to SICM for those in need locally. LWR
may distribute them individually during
disaster response or add them to existing
health care/baby kits.
WELCA has a "Girl's Night Out" planned
for Wednesday, June 12th. We are looking at
attending a concert at Freedom Park or, if the
weather doesn't cooperate, a movie at Scotia
Cinemas. Watch for more details during
Sunday services. Speaking of good weather,
we hope to have our Sunday afternoon
Garden Picnic on July 14th after service.
August's meeting details will be in the next
Messenger's Voice.
Mark your calendars now for the Upstate
NY WELCA Convention which will be October
4th - 6th at the Notre Dame Retreat House in
Canandaigua, NY. Scholarships are available
for those interested and carpooling is an
option. More details are posted on the
WELCA bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Please see us if you have any questions
about upcoming events!
Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

A marriage of geniuses: In a time when most
twenty-year-old women were wives, or trying
to be, Mileva Maric was studying physics at an
elite university in Zurich. Her rise from the
relative backwater of misogynistic Serbia to
all-male university classrooms in Switzerland
was nothing short of meteoric. Her male peers
could only try to keep up with her clever
calculations. For Mileva, math was an easier
path than marriage. Then, fellow student
Albert Einstein took an interest in her and the
world turned sideways. Their life together was
a partnership of heart and mind. But could
there be room for more than one genius in a
marriage?
The other Einstein: Mileva Maric was a
fascinating, brilliant physicist in her own right.
She was, in fact, the other Einstein. In the
world of physics, there's much debate over the
role she played in forming the theory of
special relativity, one of her husband's
greatest works. Was she simply a sounding
board, computing the complex mathematical
equations? Or did she contribute something
more?
An overlooked woman of science: The
Other Einstein is a novel in the spirit of The
Paris Wife and Mrs. Poe. Marie Benedict
brings to life the story of one of the most
overlooked women of science.
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Birthdays

6/01
6/05
6/07
6/08
6/10
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/20
6/25
6/26
6/28
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30

Thomas Nelson
Melanie Hooker
Joanne Reynolds
David Walz
Brady Weatherwax
Krista Gogis
Fred Hutchison
Bruce Hering
George Weires
Lynn Sullivan
Dan Weatherwax
Terri Connelly
Melissa Jerreld
Tom Schulte
Grace Pachucki
Bailey McKenna
Evelyn Brockett
Warren Sheldon
John Smith
Mialisa Herron
Dale Micalizzi
Margaret Stibinger
Tracie Dunn
Melinda Stecher

A full size version of this flyer is
included in this newsletter. Please
help us advertise the event by
displaying it where lots of people
will see it!! Thank You!!

Pastoral Acts

7/04
7/04
7/05
7/06
7/07
7/08
7/09
7/10
7/10
7/10
7/14
7/14
7/17
7/17
7/19
7/20
7/24
7/25
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/28
7/28
7/29
7/30
7/30
7/31
7/31

Jean Clarke
Virginia Kaufmann
Jamie Colacino
Michael Mehigan
Elizabeth Tallman
John Eldridge, Jr.
Pamela Hoh
Sharon Mehigan
Gary Micalizzi
Thad Raushi
Charles Cox
Al Zielaskowski
Renate Dowgos
Cathleen Leininger
Connor Chapman
Linda Phillips
Aimee Pachucki
Alta Adams
Rebecca Countermine
Kathy Meyer
Shari Pucci
Natalie Eisenhower
Claude Phillips
Sylvia Raushi
Marga Vandenberg
Bertha Alden
Andrew Merrill
Dennis Meyer
Edith Mohlenhoff

On May 26th,
we welcomed Gianna Riegel
to the Lord's Table as she
celebrated her
First Communion

Congratulations & Thanks
to our newly elected
council members:

Thank You
Treasurer:
Ken Larsen
Recording Secretary:
Gail Beatty
Education Trustee:
Dott Skomp
Fellowship Trustee:
MaryEmma Townsend
Property Trustee:
Chuck Cox
Worship & Music Trustee:
Dave Hahn
W e a l s o t h a n k Da n
O’Connor, Cindy Holman,
Aimee Pachucki, Katie
Armstrong, Al Zielaskowski,
and Janice Walz for serving
in these positions. All of
these individuals have given
their time and talents in such
a way that we, as a
congregation, have continued
to serve God both locally and
around the world!!
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June & July at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
June 2 Youth Group Meeting; 7 pm
June 6 Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
June 11 Outreach/Forward Thinkers Meeting; 6:30 pm
June 13 Fostering Futures Meeting; 5:15 pm
June 18 Council Meeting; 7 pm
June 20 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
July 16 Council Planning Meeting (Session #1); 7 pm
July 23 Council Planning Meeting (Session # 2); 7 pm
July 25 Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
July 26 Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
June 4&5 Defensive Driving Course; 6 - 9 pm
June 8 Strawberry Festival 9 am - 4 pm
June 9 Day of Pentecost & Confirmation (Wear Red!!)
Bethesda Sandwiches; 11 am
June 22 Cocoa House; 1 - 2:30 pm
June 30 Sundaes on Sunday; 11:30 am
July 14 Bethesda Sandwiches; 11 am
July 18 Long Term Care Workshop; 7 pm
July 21 Sundaes on Sunday/
Turquoise Table Anniversary; 11:30 am

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
June 13 Men’s Group BBQ ~ 6 pm
(Hosted by Ted Seefeld)
June 16 Father’s Day Car Show
June 28 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
July 19 Book Club ~ 1 pm
(Hosted by Linda Nowak at her camp)
Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
June 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
July 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
June 12th, 19th & 26th
July 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st
ACES ~ Will resume in September.

Deadlines
June 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
July 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
July 21 August Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Congratulations Graduates
Allie Jerreld, daughter of Melissa and Randy Jerreld,
will graduate from
Scotia-Glenville High School June 29th. She plans to pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in
Forensic Science at Hofstra University this fall.
Lauren Mehigan, daughter of Michael and Sharon Mehigan, will graduate from
Scotia-Glenville High School June 29th. She will pursue an Associate's Degree in Fine
Arts. Once completed, she anticipates continuing her education obtaining her
Bachelor's Degree in Animation.
Sean O'Connor, son of Dan and Grace O'Connor, graduated from Siena College on
May 12th with a Bachelor's Degree in Computer Science. He is working as an
Associate Software Engineer at Auto/Mate in Colonie.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.

We have lots of fun events
planned this summer.
Please invite your friends
to come along w ith you!!

Joshua 24:15
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