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August is right around the corner! While Pastor Dan might
argue that we had a spring this year and didn't go right from winter into
summer, I'd counter that the wet spring lasted far too long and, for the
first time ever, there were a few days in June when I put the heat on
for a few minutes to get the chill out of the house! Now August is only
days away!
How has your summer been? I hope that you are getting some
rest and are able to enjoy the good weather we are having. I know
that's not possible for everyone. We remember with love our brothers
and sisters who can't join us weekly because they are in ill health,
they are a care giver, or, in some cases, both. May you always
remember that God is with you and you are never far from your church
family in thought and prayer. For those traveling this summer, have
a great time but remember to come back!
I have been enjoying some gardening this past month. My
veggies are all in buckets because one of our two dogs is a bit too
enthusiastic about jumping over the garden chicken wire that's meant
to keep her out. Despite her best efforts, we do have flowers in bloom
through the autumn!
There's something magical about vegetable gardening for me.
While I hate the thought of having to water all of the five gallon pails
daily after work, not to mention fertilizing them weekly or doing
anything related to them, it is so relaxing. It takes me to another world
where life isn't a huge overwhelming list of things to do! Working with
the pots or in the yard puts me there in God's marvelous creation!
You throw a few seeds in a pot or in the soil, cover them up and in two
months, voila! I guess it's my happy place...though my knees and feet
totally disagree with me by the end of the day!
I hope you are able to spend some time in your happy place
this summer! Maybe it’s getting away for a few days or maybe you
enjoy sitting outside to read a book in the shade. Enjoy the rest of
your summer if you can. May God bless you always! I hope to see
you soon!
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Spotlight On....Charles Cox
Most people just call me Chuck. I am the new “Property guy.” You also know me through
the choir and I play the drums sometimes. I have been known to head up the Men's Group, or at
least you've read the Men's Group newsletter articles I've written!
I like to kayak, canoe, hike, and sometimes I work with wood. I like to make wooden toys.
My wife Gladys and I came to visit at worship here and were greeted by so many people after the
service that we decided to return. We have been worshiping here with the church for about 20
years now.
Editor's Note: Chuck is a man of few words, and humble as they come. He is gifted in
abilities, in seeing what tasks need to be done, and works and plays well with others. He and
Cindy Schulte have worked to make our grounds look so nice. If you see any property needs
inside or out, please seek out Chuck!
Robert Mueller has issued his report, which calls for us to have
a Specially Called Congregational Meeting. We will do so on
September 15th at 10:30 am (please note the time), with the
sole purpose to elect our Synod Assembly Voting Members
for the June 7-9, 2020 Synod Assembly. At said assembly
we'll be electing a Synod Bishop. The process for that election
will begin with the fall 2019 Conference Assemblies, usually held
in October. If you are interested in being one of ORLC's voting
members, please see Pastor Dan, Melissa Jerreld, or Cindy
Zielaskowski soon! Unless your campaign to get elected
colluded with the Methodists, then you need not apply…
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A Message from the Pastor
I have a sign hanging in my house that
was "liberated" from its location by my brother
or his friends. It was from a marina and hotel
in my hometown. It also advertised a bar
there called the "Gay 90s Saloon." That was
back in the 1960's - 1970's. Rarely would you
see a place called that these days. Reasons
for this change aren't good or bad, just ways
word usage changes.
I say that as a way to announce that we're
not having "Rally Day" this year. Rally Day
only means something for people who have
been part of the Church for 40 or 50 years.
The people who we try to reach with what we
called Rally Day are younger than that. So we
have big plans for that day (September 8th) but
won't be calling it Rally Day.
During worship on this day at both
services we’ll share in a blessing of backpacks
and briefcases for all our school age students
and those teachers or school employees.
Please bring your backpacks, briefcases, or
other symbol of your school!

The second Sunday in September has
also been claimed by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA, our
national church body) as "God's work. Our
hands." Day. It is a day for all ELCA
Churches to focus on service projects across
the nation! We have participated in this day a
few times, just not lately.
We're going to combine both of these
events this year! We'll kick off our new
program year with an orientation for kids and
parents, that will be for K-5th graders and for
confirmation students in grades 6th-8th. The
orientation will take place downstairs in the
Sunday School area. (Please note that
change for our confirmation program.) This
should help the teaching of our children in a
variety of ways! If you have kids these ages,
please plan on coming to this!

We'll also have a variety of service
projects we can do. First, we'll gather over
coffee and goodies for fellowship. Then on to
the activities!
We'll make some ribbon
page-markers for our hymnals. We'll do some
fall cleanup type projects, some maintenance,
some other projects, and send teams out into
our neighborhood to do some cleanup of trash
and to meet our neighbors! Timing of these
projects will allow all to participate! Some will
begin at 10am, others will continue through
11-noon so our Sunday School kids can
participate too. We'll wrap up our morning
with a picnic together open to the whole
neighborhood. All are welcome! Please invite
family and friends and neighbors to come and
take part!
Got an idea for a service project we can
do in our community? Bring it up! Share it!
Head it up if you wish, or let me know what
you are thinking! “God's work. Our hands.”
Day isn't just about us serving us; it's about us
(Our Hands) doing God's Work. All ideas
welcome! The sooner the better!
We are a congregation that knows how to
reach out. Please remember that you - every
one of you reading this newsletter - are part of
the Our Redeemer outreach team! We need
you to help reach kids, families, retirees, and
everyone in between to hear about God's love
for them in Jesus. Tell them! Invite them
here to hear that too! Remind them that they
are always welcome!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Other Ways to Give
I know that over the years
you have all heard me
encourage the people in the
congregation to be consistent in
their giving to Our Redeemer.
But despite the many times that
I've talked about this (I hope not TOO many!)
I keep being reminded of different ways we
can be a financial blessing to our church.
Here's a couple ideas on giving that came to
my attention just recently.
Do you have an IRA you will be taking a
distribution from in the near future? A
member of our congregation was good
enough to point out to me that it is possible for
at least some IRA distributions to be donated
directly to Our Redeemer and avoid paying
any income tax on the distribution. You might
also be able to claim a charitable contribution
on your income tax for such a donation. This
is also something to look into if you are going
to be taking a distribution from a 401-K plan at
some point.
Here's another idea. The stock market
has done rather well over the course of the
past few years but, as the saying goes, past
performance is no guarantee of future results.
Perhaps you are looking to take some profits
on a stock that you have owned for at least a
year. Here's an example of how you might
find it beneficial to make a gift of stock to Our
Redeemer.
Say you bought a stock for $10,000
several years ago and it is now valued at
$25,000. If you sell the stock, you would owe
$2,250 in capital gains taxes ($15,000 x 15%
capital gains tax rate). If, however, you were to
donate the stock to Our Redeemer rather than
sell it, you would (1) eliminate any capital
gains tax and (2) receive an income tax
charitable deduction for the stock's full fair
market value of $25,000.
As a final point, be sure to sit down with
your tax or financial adviser beforehand to see
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if this type of non-traditional giving is right for
you. It could be that a donation of this kind
presents a "win-win" situation - good for Our
Redeemer and also for yourself!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

From Your Property Trustee
The Property Committee would like to
thank Al Zielaskowski for his hard work during
his term. As your new Property Trustee, I
would like to ask you, as a member of this
congregation, for your help.
I know that is a heck of a way to start
out.....but God's house needs your help with
the cleaning and up keep. We will have our
first meeting at church on August 15th (7pm).
Please think about joining our team and let’s
see what we can do to get our (God's) building
back into good shape. Let me know your
concerns or comments regarding the church
building. Any questions, please fell free to
contact me.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

Christian Education
There will be an important Orientation
Meeting for all Parents and Students between
services on September 8th. Our meeting
should last about 45 minutes and will include
time for a question/answer period. We are
currently working on a reorganization of the
Sunday School Program. I look forward to
working with you.
Dott Skomp
Education Trustee
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Any Thoughts for ACES?
Look, the last thing in the world I want to
do is give the appearance that I'm rushing
summer along. Personally, I would not object
to having our beautiful summer weather with
us for most of the year, although I must admit
that it's nice to have a bit of snow for a White
Christmas. Forgive me if I seem to be getting
ahead of myself a bit.
But we all must recognize that time goes
by quickly - especially this time of year - and
it's not too early to think about our schedule
for September. I'd like to start our Adult
Christian Education Series, which we call
ACES, up again sometime in September after
“God’s work. Our hands” Day (September 8th)
I am open to your suggestions for topics to
consider. The topic might be a book or theme
from the Bible, a topic concerning our
Lutheran faith, or how our faith helps us cope
with one of the various issues that surround us
in today's world. When it comes to potential
topics we cast a very wide net! So let me
know if there is anything you would like to
explore.
Feel free to buttonhole me in church or
leave a note in the Stewardship mailbox.
Thanks, and enjoy the rest of
your summer!
Fred Hutchison

Bible Studies
We still have two Bible Studies on most
Wednesdays. The daytime one will meet from
11:30 to 12:30 (or so) on August 7th, 14th, and
21st. We have been looking at topics that
cause us to dig deeper into Scripture. For
example, we are currently looking at how and
where the Holy Spirit shows up and hangs out,
and at Abram and Sarai and God's making a
covenant with them. Other topics that keep us
in Scripture will be looked at, as suggested by
the group or by the whim of the pastor.
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The evening Bible Study just finished a
series on End of Life Planning. Sounds
morbid, but was very helpful in raising issues
and documents that need to be considered.
This group is going to take the month of
August off, due to personal travel plans and
other commitments.
We will resume
September 11th at 7pm.
Please feel free to join
in any time!
Pastor Dan

News from Your
Outreach Committee
Thank you - to everyone who has
assisted with Outreach events this summer.
From our final Cocoa House, to our first
"Sundaes on Sunday" and our recent 2nd
Anniversary celebration of our Turquoise
Table, Our Redeemer has been able to
introduce, or in some cases re-introduce, itself
to many of our neighbors (defined as anyone
who is not a member of our congregation).
But we're not finished yet! Before we
know it, our third and final “Sundaes on
Sunday” event will be here on August 18th and
then.....???
Well, for the remainder of 2019, we will
be holding Cocoa House events in October
and December and participating in Holiday on
the Avenue! We're hoping to get even more
congregational support for these events!
Watch for details in next month's Messenger's
Voice as to how you can help.
In the meantime, remember, we can't
spell Outreach without.......
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee
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Social Ministry Opportunities

Save The Date:
Sunday, September 22nd
11:30 - 3:30
Yes, I know it is only July, and a hot one
indeed, but before we know it, it will be
September. With September comes the start
up of many church activities like choir, Sunday
School and our annual German Fest. We
held it in October last year and it was a little
chilly. We moved the date earlier, hoping for
better weather on September 22nd. There are
five Saturdays in September this year and our
festival will be on the 4th Sunday. The Town of
Glenville Oktoberfest is the following weekend
(September 28th). It is not too early to check
with people who might want to be vendors at
the event. We will have the usual sign-up
sheets posted later in August, with a specific
request for people to make German Potato
Salad. As usual, the proceeds of this event
will be used for Social Ministry groups such as
SiCM or our Bethesda sandwich ministry to
ensure they can continue to "feed Jesus'
sheep". See Karen Smith or Janice Walz with
any questions. BTW, Herbie is available to
play at our event! We will have live music
again at our German Fest! We thank Janice
Walz for volunteering to coordinate the
German Fest once again this year.
• Join us in making sandwiches for
Bethesda House on August 11th.
• Our Friday Family Lunch Program will
continue weekly through August 30th.
• We will be serving lunches at Collins Park
the week of August 19th - 23rd. We need at
least three volunteers per day. Please see
the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall if
you are interested in volunteering.
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• Our Soup Kitchen leadership team will
secure just enough turkeys for individual
serving dates through September but will
be looking to restock once we're past
German Fest.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Youth Group News
We'll meet on August 4th at 7 pm at the
Church. Youth Gathering? Meet with youth
from cluster churches? And we'll talk about
Jesus too! Got ideas? Got friends? Bring
'em!
It will soon be time to send
folks off to college! Many of the
colleges start classes or
orientations in late August. This
year we'll do a sending of our
college students on Sunday,
th
August 11 at the 10 am worship service.
We'll offer up prayers and blessings for them
as they continue their educational journey!
Please pass the word on to all of our college
students! Those who can't be here will be
prayed for anyway! Also, we need addresses
to reach our students at college! Please pass
those along!
~Pastor Dan

Men’s Group
We would like to thank Ted Seefeld for
having us at his home in June for our BBQ.
The food was great, the fellowship was good
and we all got plenty to eat!
We will be having our retreat August 2nd,
rd
3 , and 4th at Pete Nowak’s camp. Right now,
we have 10 men signed up to attend. Our
next meeting will be on September 12th and
will be hosted by Mike Mehigan, beginning at
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7pm. The Bible Study will be High Calling
(God's instruments) 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
page 1598. We are starting a new area of
study Gifts And Calling: What Is the Will of
God for My Life?
All men 18 and older from Our
Redeemer are welcomed to join us. You are
also invited to bring a friend. If you have any
questions about the Men's Group or how to
get involved, please contact me.
Chuck Cox

Book Club
The book club will meet at 1
pm on September 20th at the
home of Dott Skomp.
We will be discussing the
book Winter Garden by Kristin
Hannah.
Book Description: Winter Garden is one
woman's sweeping, heartbreaking story of
love, loss and redemption. At once an epic
love story set in World War II Russia and an
intimate portrait of contemporary mothers and
daughters poised at the crossroads of their
lives. It explores the heart of war, the cost of
survival, and the ultimate triumph of the
human spirit.

Report on 2019 Synod
Assembly
From Gladys Cox:
The theme for this year's
assembly was "Growing in Our
Witness". The assembly opened with a short
worship service led by Tom Madden, Synod
Vice President. Bishop Macholz was unable
to be with us this year so Bishop Hazelwood,
from the New England Synod, joined us for
the assembly.
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St. John's Lutheran Church, Alleghany,
and St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Ellicottville,
were accepted into the Upstate New York
Synod.
During the first plenary session, we
heard reports from the nominating committee,
Women of the ELCA, and ELCA. We adopted
the agenda and rules of procedure.
Resolutions were introduced concerning the
World Hunger challenge, the 2020 Mission
proposal, and a resolution on The Earth
Charter. We closed plenary session one with
Holden Evening Prayer. During this service,
we were invited to place tea lights on places of
concern on the world map spread out on the
floor.
After a service of morning prayer, we
had plenary session two. In this session, we
listened to reports on Youth Ministry, Outdoor
Lutheran Ministry, and United Lutheran
Seminary. We were encouraged to read the
“small catechism version” of the Social
Statement on Women and Justice. We heard
about "A Lutheran Witness during Slavery in
The United States of America." Bishop
Macholz had prepared some questions
relating to the vitality of our congregations.
We worked in small groups to answer these
thought provoking questions.
We brain
stormed and discussed ideas on the vitality of
our churches and how to meet the needs of
our congregations and communities.
Synod Council elections were held
during this session. Mr. Gary Roller was
elected as the layperson representative from
the Allegheny Conference. Atif Dean was
elected as the person of color representative.
Ryan Hunneshagen was elected as the youth
representative and Rev. Dan May was elected
as the representative from the HudsonMohawk Conference. Fred Risser was also
elected to another term on the board of United
Lutheran Seminary.
Nine workshops on various topics were
offered this year. The workshop on Kitchen
Sermons was interesting with ideas on how to
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turn the telling of the day's events into an
opportunity to witness.
From Charles Cox:
Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to attend Synod Assembly, which was held in
Rochester May 30 - June 1. It was a great
experience. It gave me a chance to see how
the church works. I was able to hear some
wonderful uplifting music, attended interesting
workshops and dined with people from all
different congregations. The theme of the
conference was "Growing in Our Witness" and
the Bishop's sermon inspired me to do just
that.
Four people were elected to the synod
council. They will work with Bishop Macholz
and his staff to continue the work of the synod.
Voting was done by machine and results were
posted on the large screens immediately. A
number of people spoke about how they came
to know Jesus and how Jesus worked in their
lives. We saw short video clips that people
had made telling us how they witness to
others about Jesus and how they witness
through actions they do.
The music was
inspiring. It was provided
by the Rita Collective, a
seven piece jazz
ensemble. We opened the assembly with
God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind. Our first
plenary session closed with Holden Evening
Prayer. Our worship service took us on a
musical journey through the liturgical year.
We started with O Come, O Come, Emanuel,
then Christ has Risen, Alleluia, on to Gracious
Spirit, Heed our Pleading, and Shall we
Gather at the River. We finished the church
year with Soon and Very Soon. Our sending
song was Let Us Talents and Tongues
Employ.
Thirteen workshops were offered, each
about an hour long. Unfortunately, I only had
time to take two, Blurring the Lines Between
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Sunday School and Worship, and Faith
Formation for Busy People.
The Faith
Formation class was presented by two pastors
and a lay person. They gave us ideas on
home bible studies, using videos to grow in
our faith, and how to find time to grow in our
faith.
The meals were served lunchroom style
and I chose a different seat for each meal. I
got to sit with different people every day. It
gave me a chance to meet folks from
congregations all across the synod.
Bishop Hazelwood from the New
England Synod presided over the assembly
and worship service. In his sermon, he spoke
about a woman who was a witness and how
her testimony helped to convict an innocent
person. He told us a story of how he had a
chance to witness to a young woman working
at a t-shirt shop. His message to us was that
we, too, are witnesses and should take every
opportunity that comes along, to be a witness
for Jesus.
The assembly is not all work. We had
fellowship and fun things to do. It gives you a
chance to see how the synod operates. There
is an assembly newsletter posted in the
Fellowship Hall. Read it. See what goes on
at Synod Assembly and consider going.
Thank you again allowing me the chance to
represent Our Redeemer at Synod Assembly.

From Pastor Dan:
I appreciate Chuck and Gladys spending
their time at assembly and for writing their
reports. It was a good and somewhat quiet
gathering this year, with no controversial
issues to debate. World Hunger got a lot of
publicity. Our Redeemer was acknowledged
for our "hand" given to their efforts. Next year,
we will elect a bishop to serve the synod for 6
years. That should be fun!
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Birthdays
Thank You

8/01
8/01
8/02
8/02
8/05
8/06
8/07
8/07
8/08
8/08
8/10
8/11
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/31
8/31
8/31
8/31

Alfred Quaglieri
Colleen Weires
Katie Armstrong
Tom Clas
Elma Phillips
Owen Smith
Vicki Gogis
Charles Meyer
Daniel Flanders
James Guzewich
John Beatty
Leslie Thiele
Linda Denegar
Jennifer Larouco
Ron Pucci
Jimmy Tallman
Dorothy Carll
Nathan Armstrong
Mary Rainey
Gail Eldridge
Lewis Annis
Pat Ives
Ed Kaufmann
Kathy Baron
Frank Novak
James Dunbar
Russell Holman
Kate Latal
Amelie Smith

Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our food donations
from March-May, our March
monetary contributions in the
amount of $78.33.
Bethesda House for our
sandwich donations in the
months of May & June.

In the past few months,
we received two deposits
from Thrivent Choice
totaling $55.00!
We thank Renate Dowgos
and Dan & Grace O’Connor
for directing their Choice
Dollars to our church.

World Vision for the
contributions Allie Jerreld and
her friend, Liz Bryson, were
able to collect in support of
the 30-Hour Famine totaling
$385.00.

I would like to thank my
church family for their
prayers, cards, phone calls
and visits for my latest
surgery. What a blessing you
all are.

We received thanks from the
following for the financial gifts
we have shared through our
Budgeted Benevolences
program:

~Darlene Robinson

Pastoral Acts

Campus Protestant
Ministry at Union College
for a donation of $150.00.
Joan Nicole Prince Home
for a donation of $75.00.

Em m a H eron,
M arisa M artin,

YWCA Domestic Violence
Shelter for a donation of
$75.00.

&
Izabella R iegel
becam e

Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for a donation of
$150.00.

confirm ed m em bers of
Our R edeem er
Lutheran Church
June 9, 2019.
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August at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Aug 4
Youth Group Meeting 7 pm
Aug 6
Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Aug 8
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 15
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 20
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 22
Fostering Futures Meeting; 5:15 pm
Aug 23
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Aug 11
Blessing & Sending of College Students
Bethesda Sandwiches; 11 am
Aug 18
Sundaes on Sunday; 11:30 am
Deadlines
Aug 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Aug 18
September Messenger’s Voice Deadline
Reminders
Aug 19-23 Serving Lunches at Collins Park

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Aug 2-4 Men’s Group Retreat
(Hosted by Pete Nowak @ his camp)
Aug 9

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Aug 22 Fiber Arts Fellowship; 6 pm
(Host: TBD)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
August 7th, 14th & 21st
Evening Bible Study ~
Will resume September 11th (7 pm).
ACES ~ Will resume in September 29th.

Growing In Our Witness
Pictures from the 2019 Synod Assembly
Rochester, NY
Mem bers of the assem bly placed tealight candles on
the m ap to represent prayers for troubled areas of the
world during Thursday evening’s worship service, which
followed Holden Evening Prayer.

A view of the closing
worship service.
Congregations were recognized for their
“hand” in collecting contributions for W orld
Hunger. Our Redeem er contributed a check
for $714.00 towards the nearly $40,000 that
was collected.

“Called.
Com m issioned.
Sent.”

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

August 18th
11:30 - 1:00 pm

The
Messenger’s
Voice

Sunday,
September 8 th

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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