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Spotlight on......Ken Larsen
Neither Ken Larsen nor his wife Leslie Thiele were raised as Lutherans. Ken & Leslie were
both raised as Methodists, he all over the south and she in Washington state. After a time
unchurched, they began searching for a church in their neighborhood in Philadelphia, PA. As luck
would have it, the church closest to their house was a Lutheran Church. So, Leslie & Ken took
themselves to the early service at Christ Lutheran Church two Sundays before Christmas of 1984,
expecting to sing Christmas carols. They learned that (1) Lutherans wait till Christmas Eve to sing
carols, (2) Christ Lutheran had no music at the early service, and (3) very few people attended the
early service. In fact, we were the entire congregation that Sunday!
The pastor, Mike Carlson, told them about grace that Sunday, that it is a gift from God, and
that our lives represent our response to that gift. That resonated with them, and they decided - after
returning to sing carols during Christmas - that this would be their church home. They never got
around to visiting another church in their neighborhood. They got married at Christ Lutheran in 1986,
and were members there till they moved to Schenectady in 1989.
Thirty years later, they are still Lutherans. There have been times when one or both of them
wavered in their faith, and became very inactive members, but they have always been drawn back,
Leslie by the singing and Ken by the liturgy. Typically, you'll find
them at the 11:00 service!
Ken has been retired so long he has all but forgotten what he
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A Message from the Pastor
OMGosh! There has been so much going
on around here it's amazing! We had a great
kick off for our Sunday School year, “God's
work. Our hands.” Sunday, German Fest,
among others. The video for our website
should be finished in the next few weeks. We'll
make our home page spiffier as we make
room for that video. Our Choir is back! YAY!!
Jon is keeping them “choralled”! (Musical
joke…) It is amazing what goes on here.
There is more to come! September 29th is
St. Michael and All Angels Day, one of those
"floating" holidays of the Church Year that only
gets celebrated when it falls on a Sunday.
Then, October 6th, we'll have a Blessing of the
Animals service at 3 pm outside (weather
permitting). Feel free to bring your leashed or
crated animals for a brief service that includes
animal and owner blessings. Pictures are fine
if the animals can't be present. Of course,
there will be animal themed refreshments too!
Our big fall celebrations at worship are
coming soon too! Reformation Sunday is
October 27th this year. Reformation Day is
October 31st, but we move our celebration to
fit!
Wear RED for Reformation! The
following Sunday (November 3rd) is All Saints
Sunday. All Saints Day is November 1st, so
we move that one too! Please share names
of those who have passed from this life to their
heavenly one by October 27th so that we can
remember them at worship. We'll also have
special candle lighting at worship that day.
Come and take part!
Look around in this newsletter. You'll see
information about past events, and the people
who made them happen. You'll read about
events to come, and how you can participate
or help with them! You'll see a list of birthdays
of your sisters and brothers in Christ. You'll
find thank-you notes from those to whom we
send benevolence dollars. A list of worship
helpers. A spotlight article on one of our
council members. Ministry Team articles

about our life together. Back to my opening
about how amazing it is of all that goes on
here.
We have more work to do, that's for sure.
Our Property Committee has identified several
needs here and is working to care for them.
Some smaller items will cost money not in our
budget. Some bigger projects are being put
off until next year. Your support is always
needed to keep our ministry, our building, and
our presence in this community going. I'll
save the rest of that for Fred's Stewardship
appeal in November….
How can you help? I'm glad you asked!
You can give dollars, which is always needed
and appreciated.
You can do so with
envelopes, or Simply Giving, or Tithe.ly. You
can give of your time, like our groundskeepers
have all summer! Social ministries need
helpers, choir needs voices, Christian
Education needs kid and adult students! Our
Men's Group and Women of the ELCA need
men and women respectively. Worship needs
everyone! Prayer concerns shared at worship
need everyone to keep praying! Youth Group
needs YOUTH! Plans are under way for
Youth Gathering 2021, as well as some things
we'll be doing in the coming months. All are
welcome to get involved here, as a helper,
organizer, or participant! All are welcome! All
are needed!
Get involved! Come and Worship! Grow
in your giving and serving! Blessings abound!
Receive them and be one to others!!
~Peace
Pastor Dan
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Building Bigger Barns Part II
In last month's article, I wrote about a
recent Sunday Gospel reading which really
resonated with me, found at Luke 12:13-21.
This was the parable Jesus told about a rich
man who thought he would find true security
by building bigger barns to store his bountiful
harvest. The man was sadly mistaken,
however, because he was to die that very
evening, and his plentiful harvest and plans for
bigger barns were of no avail to him. I was so
taken by this Gospel reading that I decided to
make the theme of this year's Stewardship
Campaign "Building Bigger Barns." Why did
this Gospel reading speak to me so loudly?
Well, let me explain.
As someone who has been eligible for
Medicare for the last couple of years, I've
begun to realize that I'm not going to work
forever. And, like a lot of people my age, I
wonder if I have saved enough for retirement.
I've recently found myself checking my 401k
plan frequently, perhaps even obsessively. In
fact, I came to think that if my 401k plan
reached a certain amount that I would be able
to relax and simply take it easy, as if this was
the true source of my security.
So what was I doing? I was building
bigger barns! Not literally, of course, but like
the man in Jesus's parable I was thinking that
my security came from my possessions.
However, true security does not come from
bigger barns, 401k plans, stock portfolios,
IRAs, bank accounts, real estate holdings or
anything else of a material nature. God is the
only true source of our security; our days are
in His hands. And it is impossible for us to be
as faithful in our stewardship as we should be
until we come to realize this.
Now let me also say, lest anyone get the
wrong idea, that prudent financial planning is
a good thing, as our friends at Thrivent tell us.
The forces of evil in this world are very real,
however, and they often attempt to turn the
possessions we acquire through sound
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financial planning into things we obsess over.
In short, they attempt to make our
possessions idolatrous.
And when this
happens, we no longer control our
possessions - they control us.
Jesus tells us that "one's life does not
consist of the abundance of things he
possesses." Luke 12:15 (NKJV). Neither are
our possessions the source of our security.
Once we realize this truth, we are free to
become the stewards and givers we were
meant to be.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Christian Education

Our Confirmation Class and Sunday
School students are in for a treat when they
come to class on October 13th. Our lesson will
be about Jesus and we have planned a short
skit. The skit is titled "Jesus Tells Satan to Go
Pound Sand." It promises to be a fun and
educational time for all. We want to thank in
advance Mike Mehigan, who will play Jesus,
Randy Jerreld, who will play the part of Satan,
and Patti Kopach, who will be the narrator.
They are great sports to buy into this and be in
costume as well. Photos to follow.
The Sunday School has been collecting
the aluminum ring tabs from cans for a
number of years. They have been donated to
the Shriners Children's Hospital. The last
donation of 33 pounds was just about a year
ago. It takes quite a few ring tabs to make 33
pounds. The congregation has been very
supportive with their contributions. There are
two collection places at the church. One is a
white bucket at the entrance to the Sunday
School area. The other is in the Fellowship
Hall where the other items for donations are
located. Please continue to save those rings.
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Also, during the month of October, we will
be collecting non-perishable food items for the
Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry. Our “Just One”
campaign encourages each family in the
congregation to bring one food item each
week for the 4 weeks. Just think about that
four items in four weeks would be such a
small task yet mean so much to a family in our
community who is in need. We thank you, as
always, for supporting our efforts.
Dott Skomp
Education Trustee

ACES this Month
Our ACES (Adult Christian Education
Series) class will be taking a look at the
ELCA'S new "Sanctuary Church" declaration.
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Bible Studies
Bible Studies have resumed! We
began a new (yet familiar) study!
We are using the Daniel Erlander
book called Manna and Mercy. It
is a Bible overview that shares God's part of
our history over time. It also shares a lot
about who we are called to be as Children of
God. You have two options in which to
participate:
• Wednesday (11:30 am) - the midday Bible
Study meets. They will join in Chapter 1 on
September 25th and meet October 2nd, 16th,
23rd & 30th).
• Wednesday (7:00 pm) - the evening study
will continue with chapters 5&6 on October
9th and meet October 16th, 23rd & 30th.
If you can't make it every Wednesday,
come as often as you can!

Fellowship Committee News

“In its simplest form, becoming a sanctuary
denomination means that the ELCA is publicly
declaring that walking alongside immigrants and
refugees is a matter of faith.”

• What's the reason for it?
• Who is it intended to help?
• Why was the ELCA the first denomination
to take this step?
• What does it mean to us here at Our
Redeemer?
These are just a few of the many topics
we will be exploring. So grab a cup of coffee
(or whatever you prefer) and feel free to join
us in the conference room between services in
October!
Fred Hutchison

On Wednesday, September 18th, the
Fellowship Committee met in the lounge,
which is a very comfy place. Many ideas went
around the room and one special idea has
come to life. Our talented Ginny Weston has
offered to bring our Craft Fellowship “back to
life” between services once a month (typically
the 3rd Sunday). We are hoping more people
will take part in this ministry by hosting it at a
time when we are already gathered at church.
The dates have been put into the books and
the excitement will begin October 20th. The
crafts will be sold at events hosted at Our
Redeemer and a table displaying the work will
be in the Fellowship Hall. Melissa has
graciously offered to prepare special
envelopes to put the money in, which you can
place in the offering plate on Sundays. Each
month, with the exception of March, there will
be a craft time in the Fellowship Hall. Keep
your eyes open for future meeting dates to be
posted in the bulletin so you can plan your
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time at church.
Our next Fellowship
Committee meeting will be held in the lounge
on Thursday, October 10th at 6:30 pm.
Mary Emma Townsend
Fellowship Trustee

News from the
Outreach Committee
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Sunday of December (this year, December
1st), the event will take place on Thanksgiving
weekend. What could be a better way to kick
off your holiday season than by walking with
fellow members of Our Redeemer, playing
chimes and signing carols/holiday songs??
Our next committee meeting will be held
on Thursday, October 3rd at 6:30 pm. Please
consider joining us! The committee is open to
all ages and we welcome new ideas for
outreach!
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Words not said often enough. So many
members of the congregation have stepped
up and helped the Outreach Committee with
their events during the summer and coming up
as well. June, July and August were busy but nothing could have been accomplished
without the help we received from Sandy and
Norm Dion, Leslie Thiele and Ken Larsen,
Nicole Betz, Linda and Gregg DeBraccio, Ron
Pucci, Karen Smith, Mary Rainey, Melissa
Jerreld and, of course, Pastor Dan. If you
helped out in any way and your name is not
listed here, please forgive my memory lapse
and remind me that you helped so that I can
include you in the Outreach Committee
Annual Report.
Thanks in advance to Katie Armstrong,
who has volunteered to serve as team leader
for the Halloween Cocoa House (being held
on Saturday, October 26th) and to Dott Skomp,
who has offered to make adult sized costumes
for Holiday on the Avenue!
If you are interested in participating in
Holiday on the Ave., please see me or Pastor
Dan. We need folks to sit at an information
table as well as walk in our procession of
chimers. We are looking for a couple to
portray Mary and Joseph and hoping to find a
donkey that will walk with Mary and Joseph.
(Riding the donkey is optional!) Because
Thanksgiving is so late in November and
Holiday on the Ave. is always held on the first

Fall Worship News
October 6th ~ 3 pm
(Rain or Shine)

Please bring your crated and/or leashed,
well-behaved animals that day for a brief
service and some refreshments. Invite your
friends and neighbors! Pictures of animals
are OK too (especially for snakes and
spiders!). See Pastor Dan with any questions.
We will celebrate Reformation Sunday on
October 27th. What’s the color of the day??
You guessed it!! RED!!
Dave Hahn
Worship & Music Trustee

Social Ministry Opportunities
THANK YOU...Volunteers!
We couldn't do it without you!
Are you experiencing Déjà Vu" or did
Karen forget and submit last month's article by
mistake? NOOOO! This is yet 'another' thank
you that needs to go out to our wonderful
volunteers who helped with another
successful German Fest!
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First off, A BIG THANK YOU to Janice
and Dave Waltz for coordinating our German
Fest event again this year. We are a blessed
congregation and we could not do this without
you all....whether you helped with purchasing
supplies, finding entertainment, ticket sales,
tent assembly, set-up, clean-up, face painting,
jewelry organizing, game coordinating,
pumpkin painting, dishwashing, counting the
proceeds, greeting our guests….(I'm sure I
missed someone in this list. Please forgive
me!)
All hands make it possible for us to have
such wonderful events here at Our Redeemer
and you ARE ALL APPRECIATED!

We couldn't have asked for a better
weather day either! Fun was had by all. Herbi
played wonderful music which had all of our
visitors participating.
October may seem a little “light” on Social
Ministry events, so rest up for November! We
are not serving lunch at the Salvation Army
Soup Kitchen in October but here are the
upcoming dates to mark your calendar:
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Youth Group News
We've been trying to meet on the first
Sunday of the month at 7 pm at the Church.
Come to worship! Get involved! We'll meet
on Sunday, October 6th at 7pm. We'll gather
and talk about meetings through the fall. Got
ideas? Wishes? Dreams? Text me. Call
me. Email me. Talk with me. See you soon!
~Pastor Dan

Men’s Group
We had a good meeting at Mike
Mehigan's house in September. Thank for
having us. Our next meeting will be at Warren
Sheldon's on October 10th. The study will be
Investing Yourself (Using your Gifts). Romans
12:1-8 page 1581.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcome to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox

2019: November 1st
December 20th
2020: February 7th
March 27th
May 8th
June 20th
We will not be assembling Bethesda
Sandwiches in October or November due to
Columbus Day & Veteran’s Day. The supplies
to make the sandwiches will still be delivered
to Bethesda House to be assembled there.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Book Club

The Book Club has chosen to read The
13 Gift: A True Story of a Christmas Miracle
by Joanne Huist Smith as their next book.
Gladys Cox will host the meeting on Friday,
November 15th (1 pm).
th
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Birthdays

10/03
10/08
10/09
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/18
10/18
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/29
10/29

Patti Kopach
Cindy Weatherwax
Joseph Flanders
Emily Mehigan
Kayla Mehigan
Joseph Bellomo
Debra Jablonski
Guy Bassi
Christine McKenna
Ryan O'Connor
Anita Walther
Lauren Mehigan
Keith McKenna
Renny Tallman
Sandye Friedman
Cindy Holman
Alex DeBraccio
Dorothy Skomp

Thank You

In September,
we received a deposit from
Thrivent Choice totaling
$78.00!
We would like to thank
Gail Beatty & Cindy Holman
for directing their Choice
Dollars to our church.
We received a certificate of
thanks from the Upstate
New York Synod for our
Mission Support for the 2018
calendar year in the amount
of $4,000.
These funds
support synodical and
churchwide ministries of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. We also received
a handwritten card from
Pastor Pamela Hoh, Synod
Council Member, for our
Mission Support year-to-date
in 2019.
We Need Your Help

We received thanks from:
Bethesda House for our
donation of sandwiches in
the past quarter of 2019.
Ellis Hospital Chaplaincy
Program for a donation of
$50.00 shared through our
Budgeted Benevolences
program.

At the bottom of the next
page, you will see an
opportunity for you to update
your personal contact
information in our church
database. We would like to
make sure that our records
are up to date. We use your
information for newsletter
mailings,
financial
statements, contacting you
via email, phone calls or text
messages.

You might recall the
effort to establish an
“Emergency Contact” list
following Hurricane Irene and
Hurricane Lee back in 2011.
This list has not been
updated in several years.
We are hoping to create a
more comprehensive list and
encourage you to include that
information as well.
Please complete the
form, tear off the bottom half
of the page and bring it to
church with you. You can
include it in your offering
envelope or put it in the
Administrative Assistant
mailbox. Thank you for your
assistance.

Special Voter’s
Meeting Results
Our Redeemer voting
members elected Kelli and
John Torelli to be our Voting
Members to the Upstate New
York Synod Assembly. They
will take part in as much of
the preliminary process
concerning the Bishop's
Election in 2020, which could
include actions at the fall and
spring Hudson-Mohawk
Conference meetings. When
you see them, thank them for
representing you and Our
Redeemer at the assembly
and keep them in your
prayers as they prepare for
this event June 7-9, 2020.
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October at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Oct 3
Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 15
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 17
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 18
Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Oct 24
Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 25
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Oct 6
Blessing of the Animals; 3 pm
Oct 26
Cocoa House; 1 - 2:30 pm
Oct 27
Reformation Sunday; WEAR RED!!
Deadlines
Oct 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Oct 20
October Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Oct 10 Men’s Group Meeting
(Hosted by Warren Sheldon-Hughes)
Oct 24 Fiber Arts Fellowship; 6 pm
(Host: TBD)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
October 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
October 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th
ACES ~ Sundays; 10 am
October 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th

Updating our Church Database
It is important to maintain up to date contact information for mailings and day-to-day
communications. Please complete the information below. If there have been no changes, write
in the Family Name and check this box.
Family Name: _______________________

Address: ______________________________

Home Phone: _______________________

______________________________
______________________________

Individual name: _______________________ Individual name: _______________________
Cell Phone:

_______________________ Cell Phone:

Email Address: _______________________ Email address:

_______________________
_______________________

Emergency Contact Information (someone that does not live in the same household):
Name: ____________________________

Address: ______________________________

Home Phone: ______________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Reformation Sunday
October 27, 2019
Don’t Forget To Wear Red!!

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
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