Vol. 94 No. 10

December 2019/January 2020

THE MESSENGER’S
VOICE
THE GOOD NEWS FROM OUR REDEEMER
A Message From the President
CONTENTS
A Message
From the President. . . . .
A Message
From the Pastor.. . . . . . .
Mental Health Minute:. . . . .
In the Spotlight.....
Dott Skomp. . . . . . . . . . .
Thanks and Confidence. . .
Christian Education. . . . . . .
ACES Schedule . . . . . . . . . .
Bible Studies.. . . . . . . . . . . .
Fellowship Committee. . . . .
Advent is Here!!. . . . . . . . . .
Social Ministry. . . . . . . . . . .
Property Committee. . . . . . .
Outreach Committee. . . . . .
Men’s Group. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Women of the ELCA. . . . . . .
Book Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Youth Group. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Words of Experience. . . . . .
When to Call:. . . . . . . . . . . .
Day of Fasting for
World Hunger (Update). .
Birthdays. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thank You. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farewell to a
Dear Friend. . . . . . . . . . .
Pastoral Acts. . . . . . . . . . . .
December/January
at a Glance. . . . . . . . . . . .
December Worship Team. .
January Worship Team. . . .
December Calendar. . . . . . .
January Calendar. . . . . . . . .

1-2
. 3
. 4
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

4
4
5
6
6
6
7
8
8
9
9
10
10
10
10
. 11

. 11
12
12
12
12
13
14
15
16
17

Many of you know that Al and I have been in New Mexico
for about a week to meet our first grandchild, Robin Andrew
Keenan. He's just over a week old and he's a beautifully perfect
little guy who eats, poops and sleeps most of the time. There's
really not much else to say about him. We are very happy for
Steph and her husband, Brett, who are starting a new journey in
life.
The church in the town where they live closed years ago.
When they lived in Santa Fe, I went to a local church and was
overwhelmed by their hospitality and music. While I really
wanted to go back there, it is nearly an hour away so I ventured
another thousand feet up the mountain to Los Alamos and
Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church. What a blessing this
turned out to be!
It was clear the moment I walked into the building that this
place was full of life! Fellowship snacks were set up on several
smaller tables throughout the hall as if for a cocktail party before
a wedding. You could smell the coffee. Upon entering the
auditorium where services are held (thanks to a collapsed roof
from heavy snow in January), there were so many people and
everyone was greeting each other.
It was truly intergenerational. When service began, one minister was seated
with the congregation and the other, Pastor Scott, started the
service. It quickly became apparent why the one was sitting
when Pastor Scott officially welcomed the other back after being
away for three months away. Her first words were that she
missed them and loved them all so much! There were special
prayers and rituals welcoming her back. It was a truly joyous
occasion for Pastor Nicole and the entire congregation.
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Pastor Nicole had just returned from a sabbatical during which she did The Camino de
Santiago, or The Way of St. James, a 200+ mile trek across Northern Spain tracing the steps of
pilgrims who have made the journey for over a thousand years. She gave the sermon. The
Gospel is clear, she said, continuing that there will be suffering of all types. "By your endurance
you will gain your souls." She asked, "Who will we be when struggles come and when all that we
know and have experienced is in question?" The rest of the sermon was a very meaningful
account of her travels and what she gained from it but not as she thought she would by doing the
long walk but through suffering. She had developed very bad blisters that threatened to send her
home. Instead of walking, she needed medical help including painful shots in her feet. Then, very
much against her will, she had to sit and wait in pain and rely on the kindness of strangers. The
trip, she said, was truly transformative. What she came to realize is that "our witness comes from
who we are being in the midst of suffering."
I'm not doing her sermon justice. I encourage you to listen to it yourself when you have a
few minutes. We are all pilgrims on a journey. Who will we be when the journey takes us to
places we don't want to be in? Will we be able to say that we are still witnesses through our pain
or struggles? The sermon can be found at www.bethluth.com. Scroll down and click on the
sermon link on the left side. By the time you read this, it should be posted. Otherwise, I have a
printed copy. If you listen to it or read it, I hope it speaks to you as
much as it still speaks to me.
The Messenger's Voice
May God bless you with a wonderful
is published monthly
holiday season! Happy Thanksgiving and
(except for combined June/July &
December/January editions)
a blessed Christmas to all of you!
by

Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
130 S. Reynolds Street
Scotia, NY 12302
(518) 393-5031
www.OurRedeem er.cc
ORLC@ nycap.rr.com
Staff: Pastor
Rev. Daniel M. May
Music Director
Jon Bergman
Administrative Assistant
Melissa Jerreld
Nursery Director
Jessica Rossler
Sexton
Richard Tessitore
Deadline for copy: The Sunday
of the m onth prior to the last
Friday of the m onth. See church
calendar in this edition for date.
Editor reserves the right to edit
for content & space.

Note: The “actual income” total above does not include incom e received from
Account # 4811 (Restricted Incom e Transfer) & the “actual expenses” does not
include the expenses covered by the use of those funds.

Large print edition
available upon request,
call 393-5031.

3 The Messenger’s Voice

December 2019/January 2020

A Message From the Pastor
What's your favorite thing during the
holiday season? What is your favorite food?
What event or activity just "makes" the holiday
a celebration for you?
As many of you know, I serve on our
Synod Council (all because I missed one
Conference Assembly). At our last meeting,
our devotions began by asking about favorite
foods of Thanksgiving. We all mentioned
different things. Besides making us hungry,
we planned out a pretty good meal! One thing
we agreed on is that it
took ALL those things to
make the meal. The
different pieces are nice,
but it is the WHOLE
PACKAGE that makes it.
I write this just before Thanksgiving.
There is much to come in the next 6 weeks or
so....
Advent, Christmas, New Years
family gatherings,
orthodox or wacky traditions,
quiet days and hectic ones,
shopping, wrapping, giving, receiving.
There is so much to come.
All the things we do to mark Jesus' birth,
or in our giving thanks for our nation, or
whatever we might be celebrating fall into a
bigger piece, a bigger picture. We have a
whole year of blessings and celebrations,
orthodox and wacky, loud and quiet, solitary
and corporate events. It is these things we
mark that have shaped us as who we are, as
the person we believe we are.
All these things - the whole year-long
bunch of celebrating - are part of a bigger
piece, a bigger picture. We are part of a
nation that's been around for 243 years, from
other nations' stock that have been around for
centuries more. All those traits and traditions
have shaped us into the person we are, and
have shaped the world in which we live.

And ALL these things are a part of a
bigger piece, a bigger picture. For ALL these
nations, traditions, peoples, hopes and
dreams and aspirations, ALL these things
come from, live in, and are accomplished in
God's realm. God calls to people throughout
history, shapes them, uses them, and,
whether pagan or faithful, ALL come together
to fulfill what God is intending for the world. In
our Bible Studies, we have been reminded
again and again about how God works in and
through his people. You can see how He
worked through foreign kings like Cyrus and a
humble Moabite (gentile) woman named Ruth,
who became grandma to King David! God
works surprisingly and generously for those
who call on him and for ALL.
I hope ALL your celebrations in the
months ahead - whether personal, family,
congregational, community or world - are
good, peace-filled, and shared with a heaping
dose of God's love and grace. Each time you
gather, see and give thanks for ALL those who
came before to make you the child of God you
are, and this holiday season a celebration of
the gifts given from the generous hand of
God.

~Peace
Pastor Dan

4 The Messenger’s Voice

Mental Health Minute:
Seasonal Affective Disorder
(SAD) is a type of depression
that's related to changes in
amounts of daylight due to the
seasons. If you're like most
people with SAD, your symptoms start late fall
and continue into the winter months, sapping
your energy and making you feel moody.
Treatment for SAD may include light therapy
(phototherapy), medications and
psychotherapy. Don't brush off that yearly
feeling as simply a case of the "winter blues"
or a seasonal funk that you must tough out on
your own. Take steps to keep your mood and
motivation steady throughout the year. Do the
research. Talk with friends. You might be
surprised who has been affected by this in the
past or lives with it now. And get help if you
feel you need it!
Basic info can be found at:
www.nami.org
www.nimh.nih.gov
www.mayoclinic.org

In the Spotlight.....
Dott Skomp
Dorothy Skomp has been a part of Our
Redeemer for 20 years or so. She has served
in a variety of ways in the past with the
ministries here. Currently she serves as our
Christian Education Trustee. She has helped
get our Confirmation program back on track,
and keeps Pastor Dan on task too! Miss Dott,
as her students know her, has enjoyed
teaching Sunday School for a long time, and
recently took over the Confirmation classes.
She recently commented that “my favorite hat
to wear is my relationship with the students
and families in the Confirmation class.” Our
Redeemer folks have been good to her too, in
some pretty difficult times as well as joyful
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ones! That's what we do for each other as
Christians, right?
Dott also enjoys the Fiber Arts group,
Book Club, and is active with the Outreach
Team. Knowing that, it is not surprising that
she enjoys knitting, crocheting, sewing,
gardening, and reading. She is also a pretty
good cook, making meals for her and her
husband Ivan and for occasional houseful of
family and friends.
As mentioned, she is married to Ivan.
They have 3 children and 6 grandchildren.
She is still actively employed in her 26th year
as a Real Estate Associate Broker with Purdy
Realty (she sold Pastor Dan his house!).
Before that, she was the owner of D& D
Automotive for 29 years. She serves in the
community on the Town of Glenville Board of
Assessment Review (the guys you complain
about your tax bill to!). She is also a member
of the AARP tax team; completing taxes for
FREE at the Senior center.

Thanks and Confidence
I'm writing this article shortly before
Thanksgiving, so it's only natural for me to
reflect on all the things we have to be thankful
for. I realize that as we look at the world
around us we see plenty of disturbing events,
and that this can sometimes cause us to
wonder how much we really do have to be
thankful for. It is worth remembering that
President Abraham Lincoln issued his
proclamation designating the last Thursday in
November "a day of Thanksgiving" in 1863,
while our nation was literally torn apart by the
bloodiest war in our history. If people had
reason to give thanks then, we certainly have
far more reason to give thanks now.
It's easy to think of reasons to be thankful
when I consider the stewardship of the
congregation at Our Redeemer. I'm thankful
for all the people who made an offering especially those who made an extra offering during our Stewardship Campaign, so that we
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could attempt to meet our matching gift. I
don't know if our $12,500 gift will be fully
matched as I write this, but trust we will have
a good result. I'm also thankful for all the
people who completed and handed in their
Time & Talent surveys. The volunteers in our
congregation are indispensable to the many
ministries at our church. A special thanks
goes out to everyone in the congregation who
filled out and returned their commitment slip
for the coming year. As I said during the
campaign, the commitment slip is your vote of
confidence for Our Redeemer, and it's
reassuring to have your show of support for
the year ahead.
We can look to the
c o m in g ye a r wit h
confidence because we
have a long history,
which has given Our
Redeemer a strong foundation. In 2020, Our
Redeemer will celebrate its 95th Anniversary.
A church doesn't get to be 95 years old by
accident. It's only the result of the people in
the church being good stewards, and giving
the church their faithful support, both in times
that are good and in times that are not so
good. The people who have come before us
have now passed the torch on to us. Let's
give Our Redeemer a good start for its next 95
years!
On behalf of the
Stewardship Committee.....
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Christian Education

Thank you to all of the families who
participated in our "Just One" campaign to
gather non-perishable food items for the
Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry. This campaign
was a huge success. On November 24th, we
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will be putting together our annual fruit
baskets on to be delivered to our shut-ins.
We currently have 18 parishioners who will
receive these delicious and heartfelt baskets.
Thank you to the Craft Group who provide
angel ornaments to be included in the
baskets. Thank you to the parents of the
Sunday School and Confirmation Class
students and the staff who have once again
stepped up to provide the fruit, tea bags, hot
chocolate and tissues for the baskets and for
delivering the baskets as well. Our shut-ins
look forward to the students who deliver these
baskets and have a "chat" with them.
Pageant News:
The children will
participate in a two part pageant which will be
more chronologically accurate than in previous
years. Part One will take place during the
sermon at the 4 pm service on Christmas Eve.
Our children will portray Mary, Joseph,
shepherds and angels - who were all present
at the birth of Christ. On January 5th, in
celebration of the feast of the Epiphany, long
after the shepherds have taken their flocks
home and the angels have ascended back
into heaven, our children will portray Mary,
Joseph, the Star and the three Kings, as well
as a camel. We are hopeful that the rest of
our students will join the choir for a song that
day.
During December, our Sunday School
children will learn the stories of Advent,
including the birth of Jesus and the Magi.
Come January, the lessons will center around
the miracles Jesus performed, including
feeding of the 5,000 and his awesome ability
to turn water into wine at the wedding. Jesus
continued to show his love and care through
these miracles and how powerful He truly is.
Jesus continues to love and care for us all.
Just as a reminder, there will be no classes
held Sunday December 1st or December 29th.
Confirmation Classes will be held
December 8th and 22nd . Students will be
finishing up their study of the four gospels and
the Book of Acts. Each of the gospels tells
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the story of Jesus with a variety of detail and
individual styles. At their center, they share
the powerful and Earth shattering good news
of Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and
resurrection was and is the definitive
revelation of God's will for the whole world.
The four gospels and the Book of Acts exist to
share the news of God's grace, healing,
forgiveness, and life given to all people, even
those who don't seem to deserve it. This good
news is the energy at work in the writing,
reading, and hearing of these books. The
students will to celebrating Christmas in their
classrooms on December 22nd. Classes in
January will be held on January 12th and 26th.
Our classroom work will include The Epistles:
The Bible Mailbag. We will not be able to
cover all 21 books (letters) written to churches
or individuals in two sessions, but we will
cover the fact that these letters were written to
Christians in the first century. Christianity was
new for them. They were anxious to hear and
learn about how God, through the Holy Spirt,
could help them in their relationships and
circumstances. The epistles share God's
secrets for growing Christians. These epistles
(letters) are not biographies of Jesus like the
Gospels, they are not a historical account of
the growth of Christianity as is found in Acts.
Instead, they are personal letters written to
churches and individuals in cities throughout
the Mediterranean region.
We are approaching the end of the first
semester and I would be remiss if I didn't
thank the team that has made it so successful.
Our dedicated Christian Education team
members; Doris Hering, Patti Kopach, Sharon
Mehigan, and Ruth Stecher, work many hours
behind the scenes to make it possible. We
thank and appreciate our families who have
encouraged their children to attend classes
and supported our service
projects.
Dott Skomp
Education Trustee
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ACES Schedule
We will be taking a
break in our ACES
(a.k.a....“Sunday School for Grownups”)
schedule during the month of December in
light of Advent and Christmas. We will start
again in 2020 with further classes on the
ELCA as a “Sanctuary Church.” All are
welcome!
Fred Hutchison

Bible Studies

We are continuing through the Daniel
Erlander book called Manna and Mercy. It is
a Bible overview that shares God's part of our
history over time.
The Evening Bible Study is taking a
respite for December and will resume January
8th at 7 pm with Chapter 10.
The Wednesday morning class will
continue through the first three Wednesdays
in December and then resume on January 15th
at 11:30 am.
If you can't make it every Wednesday,
come as often as you can!

Fellowship Committee News
November has come and gone. On
Sunday, November 17th, we held a Craft
Fellowship event between services. Angel
ornaments were made to accompany the
Sunshine Baskets the Sunday School and
Confirmation Class put together for our ShutIns. Thank you everyone for participating. It
is great to see so many, young and old, join in
on the Craft Fellowship on Sundays. We
closed out the month with our Stewardship Pot
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Luck and Voter’s Meeting on November 24th.
Thank you all who brought a dish to share and
to those who helped with set-up and clean-up.
When everyone is helping out or pitching in
these events are more fun to attend. There’s
nothing better than being and working
together.
On Saturday, December 14th, we will enjoy
a Tree Trimming Brunch. We will gather in the
Fellowship Hall at 10 am. There will be a “Kid
Friendly” Craft Fellowship at 11:00 am. How
cool will it be to make a craft and go up to the
sanctuary to help decorate the tree? Gladys
Cox is the chairperson for this event. Ginny
Weston and her crew will be working in the
craft area. A great time will be had by all!
A special Craft Fellowship
event will be held on Sunday,
January 19th at 12:15 pm. We will
gather for lunch, popcorn and
watch the movie Christmas Jars.
After the movie, each person will
get to decorate a Christmas Jar.
Cindy Holman will be providing the jars,
thanks to her mom. After the feeling of
Christmas has left us, giving seems to be
more difficult. With this jar, you can put your
loose change in it throughout the year with the
premise of giving it away when it is full to
someone who is less fortunate than you, or
someone who is having a hard time.
Whatever the reason, when you fill the jar, the
gift is the jar full of money to help them out.
That is such an awesome way to give to
others.
Please Note: “Soup”er Bowl Sunday is
February 2nd. We ask you to start your jar
AFTER February 2nd because we still need
you to make lots of NOISE with your offerings
in the “Soup”er Bowl Sunday Collection.
Our Annual Meeting will take place on
Sunday, January 26th. There will also be a
potluck luncheon before the meeting. Please
attend. The more the merrier.
Something Special is On It’s Way and will
begin on January 5th!! Melissa Jerreld and
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Ginny Weston will be hosting coffee fellowship
that day. This will start a new tradition here at
Our Redeemer. Keep your eyes and ears
open to know what this new tradition will
entail. Afterwards, if you would like help us
carry on the tradition on the 1st Sunday of any
month, just let us know. Fun and smiles will
be with everyone.
As you can see, we have been hard at
work for you.
Highlights:
~ December 14th ~
Tree Trimming Brunch & “Kid Friendly” Craft
~ January 5th ~
Intro to NEW TRADITION Coffee Fellowship
~ January 19th ~
Christmas Jars Craft Fellowship
~ January 26th ~
Annual Meeting with Pot Luck
Mary Emma Townsend
Fellowship Trustee

Advent is Here!!
Sunday Advent services will be held on
December 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd. Wednesday
Evening Advent services will be held on
December 4th, 11th and 18th. Our theme for
the Wednesday services will be "Comfort and
Joy" and we will use Holden Evening Prayer.
Christmas Eve Services will be held at 4:00
pm and 7:00pm.
A reminder that everyone is invited to
come help decorate the trees in the church on
Saturday, December 14th. Breakfast will be
served at 10 am and then we will decorate the
tree in the sanctuary and the one in the
Fellowship Hall. Ginny Weston will also be
doing a fun craft in the Fellowship Hall. So
mark your calendar, bring your holiday spirit,
and join us for a fun morning.
Dave Hahn
Worship & Music Trustee
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From Our Social Ministry Trustee
This article has been written and
re-written several times before going to print…
I also realize that my recent articles have been
just the facts....no frills, no little notes to
ponder. I'm not sure if this is because I've
been so “involved” in my own little world or just
distracted with so much going on around me,
but someone “upstairs” was trying to tell me to
put the brakes on…step back, look around
and breathe……
Well, that noted, along
with the old saying “Things
happen for a reason,”....I
must say I am grateful for the
recent changes in my life.
Because of these recent
changes, I was able to
participate in the October
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen luncheon. I
think the last time I was there to help serve
was years ago! It felt so good to be there and
to serve our fellow brothers and sisters a nice
hot meal. Not only that, but I have also had
some extra time to spend with my brothers
and sisters in Christ whether for a visit, a ride
or just hanging out! I am grateful and thankful
and wanted to share this with you all.
Make sure to find time to just breathe and
reflect on all the good there is around us and
in us. We all know that there are too many
negative vibes out there! Good vibes!! Good
times!! We can make it better with just a little
kindness. Check out the dates of our Social
Ministry activities to see if you are available to
lend a hand.
Please join us in making sandwiches for
Bethesda House between services on
December 8th and January 12th.
Our next serving date at the Salvation
Army Soup Kitchen is Friday, December 20th.
Our “prep days” are December 17th & 18th. If
you are available to help, please sign-up near
the coffee pots. There is no serving date in
January, but we'll be back in early February.
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Warren will not be available due to a hand
surgery, so any extra help will be welcome.
It's turkey collecting season! After our
December serving date, we will be able to
welcome added “birds” to the church freezer.
They will be used throughout late winter &
spring. If you get a free “bird” somewhere, or
just want to donate, please contact Warren or
Betty Ann, who will
secure room in the
freezer. Thanks for your
year-round support!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Property Projects
Keeping Us Busy
Winter has come upon us quickly and we
are in the middle of a number of projects
around church. We are still going to try to get
to the window in Sunday School area and the
window behind the altar before it gets too cold.
We started the construction on the cover
across the back of the building. This will keep
the snow and ice away from the playground
door.
We had some money given to us to do
the ground work along the back fence. We
will look into starting that project in the spring.
The painting will be done in February and
should take about a week. We have decided
to wait until spring to remove the AC units in
the sanctuary.
With winter comes
SNOW!! We have arranged
for Mike Rogers to do the
removal during larger
snowfalls. If we get 3" of
snow or less, it is our
responsibility to clear the driveway and
sidewalks. We need help with this!! If you
can help, please let me know so I can put
together a list of volunteers so the same
people aren't there every storm.
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Have a
thankful holiday
and a Merry Christmas.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

Season's Greetings from your
Outreach Committee!
Thank you! To everyone who has made
the decision to assist with Outreach events!
Though we are a small committee with just a
few members, we have many events planned
or "in the works" which could never be
accomplished without the help of so many
members of the Our Redeemer family. Here's
what we're looking forward to in December
and January.
Once again, we are
participating in Holiday on the
Avenue in a very special and
meaningful way. Join us on
Sunday, December 1st to sing
carols and play chimes as we walk behind
Mary and Joseph to the Village Green. There
will be a short practice between services that
day. No need to sign up - just show up in the
conference room upstairs.
The more
"chimers" we have, the more beautiful we will
sound.
Can you help out with the next
Cocoa House being held on
December 7th? See Melissa Jerreld
for an assignment! Cocoa House is
always fun and a great way to introduce
families to Our Redeemer. If you know of
someone with a young child (kindergarten
through 5th grade), please invite them to
Cocoa House!
Interested in seeing the Our Redeemer
Chrismon tree at the Schenectady Historical
Society's Festival of Trees? Join a group of
Our Redeemer members who will be going to
see the Festival of Trees on Sunday,

December 2019/January 2020

December 15th, after the second service. Cost
is $8 for adults; children are free. What a
great way to spend a Sunday afternoon!
Please join us.
Fiber Arts Ministry will
be meeting at church on
Thursday, January 23rd at
6:30 pm to discuss the
future meetings and identify new projects. If
you would like to learn how to knit or crochet,
please consider joining us! If you know of any
organizations or individuals who could use
some handmade items, let us know! We are
always looking for new projects.
Coming in 2020! We are pleased to
announce the start of a new Health Ministry at
Our Redeemer. Beginning early in 2020, we
will be offering a number of informational
sessions, presented by specialists, on a wide
variety of health-related topics, including
anxiety and depression, diabetes prevention,
developing healthy eating habits and
managing stress. The sessions are free and
open to the public. If you have a topic you'd
like information on, or if you know of someone
who would be interested in speaking, just let
Patti Kopach or Pastor Dan know. Our first
session will be announced in the next
newsletter.
On behalf of the entire Outreach
Committee, I'd like to wish each and every
member and friend of Our Redeemer a
blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy
New Year!
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

Men’s Group
We would like to thank Dave Hahn for
hosting us in November. The music was a
nice change, the food was good, the
fellowship and study was inspiring.
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December
is
our
Christmas dinner at the Turf
Tavern. Please arrive at
6:30 and we will plan to eat
around 7 pm. Everyone has
gotten back to me and the menu has been
submitted. In January, we will meet at Pastor
Dan's house.
The study will be:
Running Ahead (God only Knows)
James 4:13-5:6 (Page 1686)
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcome to join us. You are also invited to
bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox

Women of the ELCA
Women of the ELCA
will collect & deliver hats,
mittens, gloves, socks
and un d e rwear to
helping agencies in Schenectady in early
December.
We will gather for Advent devotions and
discussion at 7 pm on December 3rd. All
women in the congregation are invited to
attend. Light refreshments will be served.
Our next meeting will be January 3rd.
Thank you to all who donated to the
school kit project. As a congregation, we
assembled 48 backpacks that will be sent to
Lutheran World Relief in the spring.
Please contact Linda DeBraccio or Mary
Rainey for more information about Women of
the ELCA.
Mary Rainey
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Book Club
Betty Cristiano will be our
hostess for Book Club in January.
We will be reading "Where the
Crawdads Sing" by Delia Owens. Please
note the date change. We will be meeting on
Friday, January 31st instead of Friday, January
17th.

Youth Group
We are going on a trip! This time to a
camp far, far away…. (cue the Darth Vader
Theme). Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to a
retreat February 14th - 16th. High School and
Middle School youth will gather separately
while sharing meals together. We will get a
chance to meet and interact with the youth
from other Lutheran churches in our area,
especially those who might be going to the
Youth Gathering in 2021. There will be
games, activities, food & conversation......yes,
real people talking with real people who you
can later text with! Watch for details in a
galaxy near you!
Pastor Dan

Words of Experience
Have you seen the new movie about Mr.
Rogers? The main message is all about
genuine kindness. The reporter who was
interviewing him didn't believe that Mr. Rogers
was genuinely kind to friends and strangers
alike. As the movie progresses, even the
hard-hearted, wounded reporter begins to
believe when he hears that Mr. Rogers prayed
each day for specific people whom he thought
might need God's support.
Mr. Rogers also played piano, especially
the loud, low notes when he was troubled.
What can this mean to us today? It can mean
that God still works in the lives of people who
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believe. It can mean that even those who
have built walls against God or against loving
others still need that genuine, consistent
kindness that God offers to us and we,
therefore, can offer to others. What does this
have to do with Social Ministry projects? You
can make those connections yourself. When
we create those heart shaped pillows, as we
will in February, we are sharing God's love
with others through our hands. Watch for
more details about this opportunity to serve
and remember to invite a friend!!
Every day at the SiCM food pantry, you
can see how genuine, God driven, kindness
can change a person's day. At the food
pantry, people may have to wait hours to be
served since there are so many who partake
of the food offerings. When the volunteers
share their time to give food to God's people in
need, you can see the gratitude of those who
receive just as I would hope that a pastor sees
the gratitude of those who receive the Body
and Blood of Our Lord in communion. The
people who receive are thankful for the
volunteers' time and the food they are given.
We, in turn, who pass out the food, are
thankful to those within our churches who take
the time to drop off items to give. As
mentioned in the past, the SiCM food pantry
especially needs health and beauty aids as
the people who visit the pantry can not buy
them with food stamps.
Recently, while serving at the food pantry
on a day close to Thanksgiving, we were so
busy that we had the main window open
almost an hour after our usual closing time.
As you might imagine, there was a little
tension in the building because people had to
wait so long. After an incident in the parking
lot, a very rare occurrence, the new supervisor
of the pantry said over the loud speaker that
she wanted people to feel safe and cared for
there since it is a sacred place. She repeated
that again, "This SiCM food pantry is a sacred
place because God's spirit of giving love to
others is here." Wouldn't it be nice if
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everywhere we went became a sacred place
as we bring God's presence and love into it?
Janice Walz
SiCM Volunteer

When to Call:
Sometimes people wonder when they
should call or contact their pastor or church
office. Here are some suggestions.
Call your pastor when:
• you or a loved one is going into the
hospital
• you would like a prayer said for you or a
loved one
• you are not able to come to church for a
prolonged period of time
• you have a question, concern, or
suggestion about something at church
• your conscience is troubling you
• you're wrestling with a spiritual issue
• you have a question about something the
Bible says
• you know someone who wants to know
more about Jesus
Keep in mind that this is not an exhaustive
list. But don't forget to call and be blessed by
your Church family!

Day of Fasting for
World Hunger
(Update)
Our current total stands at $591 and
additional offerings are still being made. We
are trying to reach our goal of $715 so we can
"Buy the Farm!" Watch for further updates in
the weekly bulletin.
And while you’re thinking about farm
animals....we have a wide variety of
alternative gift giving options through the
ELCA Good Gifts catalog and other similar
programs for you to consider. Please see the
display in the Fellowship Hall.
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Thank You
Birthdays

12/01
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/05
12/08
12/09
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/26
12/28
12/30

Richard Rainey
Matthew Gogis
John Torelli
Betty Cristiano
Kyle Jerreld
Emma Herron
Veronica May
Helen Betz
Adelena Countermine
Derek Taylor
Barbara Taylor
Pete Gogis
Jennifer Phillips
George Hall
Richard Tessitore
Paul Rice
Corey McKenna
Patricia Annis

Last month,
we received a deposit from
Thrivent Choice totaling
$105.00!
We thank Melissa Jerreld
and Dan & Grace O’Connor
for directing their Choice
Dollars to our church.

Farewell to a
Dear Friend
Did you know that Miss Lu is
moving to Pennsylvania?
She is going back to her
“roots” where she has lots of
family!! She gave us her new
address so she can continue
to hear all the latest news
here at Our Redeemer and
said it was OK if I shared it
with all of you!! Feel free to
send her a note or a card
wishing her well in her new
place!!
(For those of you viewing this on
the church website, if you would like
Miss Lu’s new address, please call
the church office at 518-393-5031.)

We’re going to miss you,
Miss Lu!!

Pastoral Acts
1/01
1/01
1/04
1/06
1/06
1/06
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/21
1/25
1/25
1/27
1/31
1/31

Cindy Friedman
Pamela Townsend
Jenny Chapman
Gail Beatty
Ella Jensen
Heidi Steubing
Travis Herron
Daniel Schettine
Marisa Martin
Molly Holman
Grace O'Connor
Gladys Cox
Karen Keenan
Andrea Micalizzi
Gianna Riegel
Ronald Phillips
Barry Betz, Sr.
Richard Keenan

We would like to
thank everyone who
supports the Youth
Group by making donations
of bottles & cans.
We
recently received a check
from Creating Change in the
amount of $354.50!! Wow,
that’s A LOT (7,090 to be
exact) of bottles & cans!!

Sunday, October 27th was
New Member Sunday. We
are blessed to welcome the
following individuals into the
Our Redeemer church family:
Victoria Costello,
Cindy Florio,
Linda Howarth,
Claudia Jenkinson,
Teresa O’Connor,
Pam Robinson, and
Ida Shambo
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December/January at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Dec 3
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Dec 5
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Dec 17
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 2
Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Jan 5
Youth Group Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 6
Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Jan 16
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 21
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 23
Fiber Arts Fellowship; 6:30 pm
Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 24
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Dec 1
Holiday on the Ave. (2 - 5 pm)
Dec 4
Advent Evening Prayer 7 pm
Dec 7
Cocoa House (1 - 4 pm)
Dec 8
Bethesda House sandwich making 10 am
Dec 11
Advent Evening Prayer 7 pm
Dec 14
Tree Trimming Brunch 10 am
Dec 18
Advent Evening Prayer 7 pm
Dec 24
Christmas Eve Worship Services (4 & 7 pm)
Jan 12
Bethesda House sandwich making 10 am
Jan 19
Craft Fellowship, Lunch & Movie 12:15 pm
Jan 26
Potluck Luncheon & Annual Meeting 12 pm
Deadlines
Dec 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Dec 29
Annual Report Deadline
Jan 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Jan 19
February Messenger’s Voice Deadline
Reminders
Dec 25
Christmas Day ~ Offices Closed
Jan 1
New Year’s Day ~ Offices Closed
Jan 20
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day ~ Offices Closed

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Dec 13 Men’s Group Christmas Party
(Turf Tavern; gather at 6:30 pm)
Dec 15 Festival of Trees; 12:30 pm
Dec 20 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Jan 9 Men’s Group Meeting 7 pm
(Hosted by Pastor Dan)
Jan 31 Book Club 1 pm
(Hosted by Betty Cristiano)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
December 4th, 11th & 18th
January 15th, 22nd & 29th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
December - No Classes
January 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
ACES ~ Sundays; 10 am
December - No Classes
January 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays
December 4th, 11th & 18th (8 pm)
January 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th (7 pm)

Save The Date: Our Redeemer will be sponsoring a tree at the
Schenectady County Historical Society’s Festival of Trees taking place
December 6th - 22nd. We have planned an outing for the congregation
to view our tree as well as all of the others at the Festival of Trees on
Sunday, December 15th (12:30 pm). We hope you will join us!!
Admission: $8.00 (adult); Children Under 12 are Free.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

Tree Trim m ing Brunch
Saturday, D ec. 14
10 am

th

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Christm as Eve
W orship Services
4 & 7 pm

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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