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Happy 2020! It’s already a month past Christmas and
spring is only a few short months away. Ash Wednesday is at
the end of this month. On March 8th, we'll change the clocks and
have light in the evening once again.
Before I get too far ahead, I want to thanks Pastor Dan
and everyone who helped make Advent and Christmas special
for us. I'm sure I'm not alone in my dislike of what Christmas
has become to so many. I am very grateful that Al and I can
come here amongst friends and family to celebrate the real
meaning of Christmas.
I would like to hear what you want in and for your church.
What are your thoughts? Do you have ideas to share about
anything church related? Should something be done differently?
What new directions would you like for the church to take this
year? Do you have concerns that we should know about?
Speak to any of the Council members if you answered yes to
any of those questions. Even better, consider joining the
Council!
We welcomed several new members to our church family
in 2019. If you haven't had a chance to meet them yet,
introduce yourself before or after service. Ask them if they can
join you at fellowship or just tell them that you are glad they are
here. Speaking of members, if you haven't seen someone who
you usually see on Sunday, pick up the phone and ask them if
everything is OK. If you know it's not, pop a card in the mail,
call, or text them and let them know you missed seeing them. I
wish you all the best in 2020.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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In the Spotlight......Gail Beatty
Gail Beatty serves as the Recording Secretary on the Church Council. She is also
co-chair of the Altar Guild and serves as an occasional reader and communion assistant on
Sundays.
She works for Wolberg Electric doing lighting sales at their Saratoga Springs store and
is looking forward to working part time next year so she will be able to have more time for family,
church and friends.
Gail has been a member at Our Redeemer since 1995. She first visited to check out the
lighting fixtures purchased from Wolberg for the new addition. Gail believes that “Our Redeemer
was probably the friendliest, most grace-full congregation I had ever encountered.” She grew
up Lutheran, but had not been a member of a Lutheran congregation in a long time. It didn't
take long, though, for her to decide that she wanted to be part of the Our Redeemer family....and
we are sure glad that she did!! Thank you, Gail, for sharing your time and talents here at Our
Redeemer!!

Worship Notes for February
nd

• February 2 : "Soup"er Bowl Noisy Offering - bring your
change for worship.
• February 26th: Ash Wednesday; Worship Services at 11 am
& 7 pm. We will then change to the Lenten version of Setting
One for the Sundays in Lent.
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A Message From the Pastor
A few weeks ago we celebrated
Christmas, the birth of Jesus our Savior and
Redeemer. Epiphany came, the day we note
the visit of the Magi, delivering their gifts to
this savior born a baby. Then we heard about
Jesus being baptized at about age 30 (kids
grow up so fast, don't they?). On Sunday,
January 19th, we heard again from John the
Baptist, who was a complete pain in the butt
about pointing out who Jesus is.
Really. Jesus was just walking around,
quietly, taking in all that has happened. And
then along comes John, pointing at Jesus,
hollering "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!" No wonder the
next thing Jesus does is head to the
wilderness!
For introvert types (like me), getting called
out and called attention to is stress inducing!
We introverts (yes, I am one) like to just hang
back a bit, watch, learn the scene, before
jumping in. Extroverts like John the Baptist
have no concept of this. He sees Jesus, and
knows the world needs to see him too. So he
hollers and points and lets others know about
him!
But John provides a great example for us,
doesn't he? How many people around us
haven't met Jesus, are lost spiritually, maybe
even are looking for that higher power, yet
don't know Jesus.
These people need
someone like John the Baptist to point him
out! "Here He is!!!" Well, maybe not
someone to holler across a field or parking lot
or supermarket. That's not always the best
way to reach someone who is lost or
searching.
The point is, though, that there are a lot of
people out there who are lost or searching.
They are looking so hard they don't see Jesus
right next to them. Or they are looking in all
the wrong places, or ways. And, worst of all,
they know us but don't think we know Jesus
either! There was a challenge put out one

time that said, "If you were accused of being
a Christian, would there be enough evidence
to convict you?"
John the Baptist is a great example for us
to follow - and I don't mean the camel-skin
garb or the locust diet. John knew God was
sending the Messiah into the world. He knew
it was Jesus, affirmed by the descending dove
and the voice from heaven. And he just
couldn't NOT point the way to him. In many
ways, John's baptismal career was over once
Jesus arrived. But that didn't mean his role as
herald was over. He didn't have to prepare
the way for Jesus anymore - Jesus was here!
So now he shifts to becoming a pointer, a
teller, one who shares good news, or, as
Martin Luther might put it, "a beggar telling
other beggars where to find bread."
In this short-lived season after Epiphany
and as we enter Lent, ponder those John the
Baptists who have quietly or loudly told you
about Jesus. Think about the ways they
changed your life! Give thanks to God for
their touch on you! Then go and do likewise.
Tell others about Jesus. Point the way to the
Lamb of God! Better yet, walk along side of
those who are lost, and bring them to know
the one who loves and saves us all!

~Peace
Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute:
The month of January can be
one of the toughest of the year.
Gray days. Cold. Coming off the
excitement of the holidays,
January can look bleak.
However!
There are resources to help
you cope. One is easy
to remember.
Just dial 211 on any phone, anywhere,
and it will connect you to any assistance you
need. (Don't call if it is a medical emergency call 911!) There are resources out there for
you! Don't hesitate to call!
There is also a place called "The Living
Room" at 1023 State Street in Schenectady.
It is a place to go chill, relax, talk with a Peer
Specialist or Social Workers who are there.
This is free and to help you before there is a
crisis. Call if you'd like: 518-243-1523. Reach
out! There are resources to help and support
you!
Basic info can be found at:
www.nami.org
www.nimh.nih.gov
www.mayoclinic.org

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday (February 26th) begins
the Season of Lent. This time of reflection
and penitence (changing our lives to be more
faithful to Jesus) allows us time to do some
"Spring cleaning" of our souls before we
celebrate Holy Week and Easter. We'll gather
at 11 am and 7 pm for a service involving
ashes made from the palms of previous years.
Ashes are a Biblical sign of repentance dating
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back to the days of Jonah! We mark the sign
of the cross on your forehead, reminding you
of your baptism and the day you "were sealed
by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever!" Come and worship this day!
Give thanks for God's grace and another
chance to follow more closely with him!
For Lent this year, we will join in mid-week
Soup and Bread suppers at 6 pm (late arrivals
are ok), with Taize worship at 7 pm. We'll be
reflecting on the hymn "Beneath the Cross of
Jesus" through these weeks. It is a simple
hymn, but full of depth and meaning. We'll
sing Taize songs, share in the Lord's Supper,
and be fed on our Lenten Journey.
Sundays in Lent we're going to try
something different. Rather than focus on a
hymn or Scripture, we're going to take a look
at the chalice-shaped Mission Statement we
have here at Our Redeemer. We'll be using
plenty of Scripture with that, as that statement
is full of hope, mission, call and grace. We
see it printed on our Annual Report, but
haven't used it very much lately. We'll make
up for that Sundays in Lent.
Come on the journey called
Lent. Walk with Jesus and your
sisters and brothers.
Pastor Dan
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Fellowship Committee News
December has come and gone. The
Worship & Music Committee planned and
implemented the Tree Trimming Brunch on
December 14th. A number of volunteers led
the tree trimming in the sanctuary and a great
craft was done down in the Fellowship Hall.
We made swags for doorways and wooden
trees to hang. The swags and some angels
were put out for sale. If at any time you see
items displayed on a table with Craft
Fellowship offering envelopes, please feel free
to purchase the items and put your envelope
in the offering plate.
January was the start of a new tradition at
Our Redeemer. Melissa Jerreld created a
great bulletin board adorned with cut outs of
cupcakes and the names of all of the January
birthdays. Many of those whose birthday is in
January attended “Celebration Sunday.” Each
person was given a cupcake with a candle and
had their picture taken around the table full of
cupcakes. Melissa Jerreld and Ginny Weston
prepared and decorated January’s cupcakes.
Our next
“Celebration Sunday”
will take place February 2nd
at 10 am!!
Mary Emma Townsend and Cindy Holman
will be preparing the cupcakes for February.
Teresa O’Connor, Janice Seefeld and one
additional volunteer (TBA) will be hosting the
March 1st “Celebration Sunday.”
NEEDED:
• April 5th - Palm Sunday
2 or more to prepare for the April Birthdays
• May 3rd 2 or more to prepare for May Birthdays
• June 7th 2 or more to prepare for June Birthdays

LENT is coming!! Just a reminder that
volunteers are needed for our Soup & Bread
Suppers (see dates below). There will be a
sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall near the
kitchen window. Please sign up as soon as
you can. Pat Ives has graciously volunteered
to oversee these events once again this year.
Please see her with questions.
Wednesdays in Lent:
March 4th, March 11th, March 18th,
March 25th & April 1st
Soup & Bread Supper at 6 pm
Worship Service to follow at 7 pm
Our next Fellowship Committee meeting
will be held Sunday, February 23rd at 10 am in
the upstairs lounge. Please feel free to join us
to share your ideas and visions.
Mary Emma Townsend
Fellowship Trustee

Do You Have A Will?
Last November, I gave a short talk during
worship to stress the importance of wills in our
personal stewardship planning. The execution
of a will is your last act of stewardship,
allowing you to apply your values to what you
have accumulated in life. The process of
creating a will is usually accompanied by the
creation of a health care proxy and a "living
will", which allows you to specify your choices
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for medical care if you are unable to express
them at a later time. These documents allow
you to practice stewardship of your resources
by possibly limiting what healthcare you wish
to receive (and pay for).
Too many people die without wills, which
then allows the state to decide what to do with
their estate. It doesn't seem necessary when
you are young (though we all know someone
who has died in their 40's). And we just don't
get around to it.
My advice is - prepare a will, and a health
care proxy, and a living will. If you have a
complicated financial or family situation, you're
probably best off talking with a lawyer. There
are “Do It Yourself” tools available as apps,
and using these is almost certainly better than
having no will at all.
When you create your will, remember the
church. The church still has expenses even if
you are no longer around to put an envelope
in the offering plate. Consider a gift to the
church equivalent to one or two years of your
usual contribution. That will help the church to
continue its work while other new members
and existing members step up to fund the
work of the church. Don't forget other
organizations whose missions align with your
values - The Nature Conservancy, The Red
Cross, SiCM, Doctors Without Borders, etc.
But.......
Ken Larsen
Treasurer

The Little Church That Could
Our former Music Director,
Wayne Hawkins, said at his
farewell reception that he will
always think of Our Redeemer
as "The Little Church That
Could." I believed this to be a
fitting description of Our Redeemer at the
time, and our financial results for 2019 brought
his comment to mind once again. It's very
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good to be able to report that not only did the
church meet its budget for 2019, but we
actually had a budget surplus of over $3,000.
It's even better to report that this surplus was
not the result of any accounting gimmicks, but
rather it was primarily due to an increase in
giving.
Specifically, contributions to the
church saw an increase of $10,363.72 from
the previous year, which represented a gain of
nearly 6.3% from 2018. It's also noteworthy
that his was done without a decrease in our
imprest contributions,
which were up over
$2,000 from the previous
year.
This is indeed
good news.
Taken altogether, it's natural to feel a
sense of pride in what the church was able to
accomplish this past year. But we must
always remember that the forces of evil in this
world, the forces that defy God and which we
renounce at the time of baptism, are
constantly trying to find a way to control us.
They do so when things go badly, trying to
cause us to despair and simply give up. Even
more insidiously, however, they try to control
us when things go well. The forces of evil do
this by appealing to what is perhaps the most
dangerous sin of all, that of pride. We are led
to believe that our success is due to some
type of superior knowledge or effort of our
own. The forces of evil also try to deceive us
into believing that positive results can be
brought about through our own willpower. It's
no accident that the title of the infamous Nazi
propaganda film of the 1930's was "Triumph
of the Will."
The Bible, of course, tells us something
quite different. It is not a matter of our own
effort. To the contrary, we truly advance in
this world to the extent that we allow God to
work through us. One of my favorite Bible
verses is 1 Corinthians 1:31, especially as the
verse appears in the Good News Translation:
"Whoever wants to boast must boast of what
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the Lord has done." This puts the focus
where it should be, on God rather than on us.
I've given a good deal of thought to his lately,
and have started to see examples around me
to more fully illustrate this point. I'll write more
about this next month!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Christian Education
The Sunday School and Confirmation
classes will be making Valentines for our Shut
ins and perhaps even a "special surprise".
Mark your calendars for
March 1st, the first Sunday in
Lent when Sunday School
begins their "Socks for Children
Project.” We will be collecting
socks throughout Lent. All are welcome to join
us in the project. The basket will be outside
the Sunday School entrance.
Also, save the date: March 8th - the
Sunday School will be hosting a special event.
Emma Riegel and Maddie Herron, who are
candidates for Confirmation, will take the lead
on this event. Although they are in the
beginning planning stages of this event, they
hope to have the children sing songs and
invite all to play a game called, "Are You
Smarter Than a Fifth Grader". More info to
follow in the March newsletter.
Dott Skomp
Education Trustee
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Bible Studies
The Evening Bible Study is off
and running in the new year! We
are hoping to complete our study of
the Daniel Erlander book called
Manna and Mercy before Lent
begins on Ash Wednesday (February 26th)!
The evening sessions will meet February 5th,
12th & 19th at 7 pm. The afternoon session will
continue Wednesdays at 11:30 on February
5th and 19th. Watch the bulletin for details.

From Your Outreach Trustee
Want to know what the Outreach
Committee is planning next? Interested in
assisting in the development of Community
Conversations dealing with mental and
physical health, safety, gardening, local
interest or other, as yet unidentified topics?
Ask Pastor Dan or Patti Kopach or better yet,
come to the next Outreach Committee
meeting on Thursday, March 5th at 6:30 pm.
Let's get the word out that Our Redeemer is
committed not only to our congregation but to
our entire community. Remember, there is no
Outreach without U?"
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee

From Our Social Ministry Trustee
Here's a “FUN FACT” for February right
from Google: I just had to ask, How often
should I clean out my refrigerator? Google’s
response: “The single most important
appliance in your home, your refrigerator
deserves respect and consistent upkeep. Give
it a deep clean every 3 to 4 months. That
means putting all your food in a cooler, turning
it off, removing the shelves and drawers and
washing them with hot soapy water.”
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So the next question is: When's the last
time you cleaned out your freezer? UGH,
maybe it's time! With that being said, if you
should find a turkey or two buried in your
freezer that may have been forgotten, we may
be able to help you out with that! Give
Warren, BA or Ron a call if you need to
arrange a pickup. We can accommodate and
use up to a dozen turkeys.
Our next Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
serving date will be February 7th. Please see
the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for the
preparation dates.
For those not familiar
with our ministry, we
serve a hot turkey lunch
which includes turkey on
bread with the best gravy
in town (Ed Kaufman's own special recipe),
cranberry sauce, veggies and dessert. All are
welcome to help serve or even sit and have
lunch with our fellow brothers and sisters.
Lunch is served from 12 -1. If you are
interested in volunteering, we meet at the
Soup Kitchen (222 Lafayette Street,
Schenectady) at 10:30 am. We are generally
finished around 1:30-2:00 after we eat and
clean up.
The annual Ellis Hospital pillow-stuffing
event will be held on Sunday, February 9th.
The congregation will be encouraged to stuff
the heart shaped pillows between services.
From 12:30 to 2 pm, the pillow stuffing event
will be open to the public. A light lunch will be
served after the pillows are stuffed. The fifty
pillows will be given to the cardiac unit at Ellis
Hospital. This event is supported by a
Thrivent Action Team grant. All are welcome
to participate.
Contact Janice Walz at
518-346-8081, if you have any questions.
As always, we welcome new volunteers,
whether it's a “one and done” moment or you
decide that one of our ministries is just the
right fit for you where you are drawn to help
your fellow neighbor and share Jesus with
others. If you want more information on any of
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our ministries, please give me a call! God
Bless you and thank you for all you do!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Men’s Group
Thank you, Pastor Dan, for hosting our
January meeting. We enjoyed good food and
good fellowship. With one new member, we
are now up to 17 active members.
Randy Jerreld will host our February 13th
meeting. The reading will be:
Lagging Behind (No Fear)
2 Timothy 1:1-2:13 (Page 1658)
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcome to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.
Chuck Cox

Women of the ELCA
Women of the ELCA is open to all women
in the congregation. We meet at church the
first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm, except
July and August. Please mark your calendar
for February 4th, March 3rd, April 7th, May 5th,
June 2nd, September 1st, October 6th,
November 3rd (Election Day Bake Sale
followed by meeting), and December 1st.
We meet for fellowship, devotion, prayer,
and service projects. We collect needed
items under the mitten tree in November and
attend Hudson-Mohawk WELCA assemblies
in the spring and fall. This year, there will be
a retreat in the fall, date to be announced.
Looking forward to 2020!
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey
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We received thanks from:

Birthdays
Bethesda House thanking
u s f or o u r o n -go in g
commitment to their mission,
stating, “Your years of
support and friendship fill our
hearts with joy and gratitude.”
2/02
2/03
2/03
2/07
2/08
2/10
2/12
2/13
2/15
2/16
2/18
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/24

Jessie Roensch (99!)
Linda DeBraccio
Julia Dion
Gerry Chapman
Todd Barton
Claudia Jenkinson
Mark Baker
Bob Auer
Mary Quaglieri
Janice Greene
Amanda Gogis
Caleb Groom
Kyle Fellows
Ivan Skomp
Virginia Weston
Dawn Denegar
Jessica Rossler
BA Sheldon-Hughes
Alice Hokenson

Thank You

Last month,
we received a deposit from
Thrivent Choice totaling
$97.00!
We thank Liam Meyer &
Leslie Thiele for directing
their Choice Dollars
to our church.

SiCM Food Pantry for our
food donations and monetary
contributions collected during
the months of September &
October totaling $191.66.
Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry

for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected from May - October
totaling $730.98.
We received thanks from the
following for the financial gifts
we have shared through our
Budgeted Benevolences
program:
Safe Inc. Of Schenectady
for a donation of $125.00.
Salvation Army
~ Booth Home ~
for a donation of $75.00.

Dear Sunday School Students,
WOW! Thank you all so much
for the wonderful basket of
goodies for Thanksgiving. I am
enjoying every bite. Your gift
was greatly appreciated.
Again, Thank you all!
Lovingly,
Mrs. Millie McMullen

Pastoral Acts

A funeral service for
Ida Shambo was held on
December 12, 2019.
Burial will take place in the
spring in Oneonta Plains
Cemetery.

Cocoa House
Saturday, Feb. 8th
1 - 2:30 pm
We would LOVE to have you
join us here that day. We
need people to supervise
crafts, games, serving snack
and visiting with the parents
who stay during the event. If
interested, please see
Melissa, Team Leader!!

Sunday, December 22nd was
New Member Sunday. We
are blessed to welcome the
following individuals into the
Our Redeemer church family:
Mark Baker
&
Gretchen Gustman
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February at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Feb 2
CFOO Meeting; 10 am
Feb 4
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 6
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 11
Fostering Futures Meeting; 5:30 pm
Feb 18
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 20
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 23
Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Feb 28
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:30 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Feb 2
“Soup”er Bowl Noisy Offering
“Celebration Sunday” 10 am
Feb 8
Cocoa House (1 - 2:30 pm)
Feb 9
Bethesda House sandwich making 10 am
Heart Pillow Stuffing 10 am & 12:30 pm
Feb 16
Craft Fellowship 10 am
Feb 26
Ash Wednesday Worship Services
11 am & 7 pm

Deadlines
Feb 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Feb 23
March Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Feb 7 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Feb 13 Men’s Group Meeting 7 pm
(Host: Randy Jerreld)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
February 5th & 19th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
February 5th, 12th & 19th
ACES ~ Sundays; 10 am
February 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays
February 5th, 12th & 19th (7 pm)
February 26th (8 pm)

Reminders
Feb 17
President’s Day ~ Offices Closed

Bookclub
The next Book Club meeting will take place Friday, March 20th. We will
discuss the book, All the Ways We Said Goodbye, written by Beatriz
Williams, Lauren Willig and Karen White. This historical adventure noel
follows three friends from the dark days of two World Wars into the
turbulent years of the 1960's, where their bruised hearts find refuge at
Paris’ legendary Ritz hotel. March Book club hostess, Mary Rainey, will
welcome you at 1:00 with refreshments.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

Cocoa House
February 8th
1 - 2:30 pm
Heart Pillow Stuffing
February 9th
10 am & 12:30 pm

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Worship Services
February 26th
11 am & 7 pm

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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