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Who would have believed three months
ago that we would be facing shortages of toilet
paper, tissues, cleaning supplies and many other empty shelves
at the grocery store? Yet, here we are, just days after the
declaration of a pandemic and a national emergency with all of
those as well as mandated quarantines throughout much of
Western Europe, and no live worship for three weeks if we are
lucky enough to get to the end of the month and see a major
downswing in US cases of COVID-19. We weren't the only ones
to end live worship. Many Christian, Muslim and Jewish
congregations on coast to coast are doing the same.
One of the problems with this virus is that many infected
people will never show any symptoms but it is predicted that
every infected person is going to infect four more.
I encouraged Pastor Dan to follow the "suggestion" from
Bishop Macholz to end in-person worship until the end of the
March. There was, and still is, a concern of the financial
ramifications of doing so. We simply can't afford it. At the same
time, we can't risk the well-being of our members and the greater
community. As you know, we pull through each year's budget
with much help from the special donations made in response to
the November Matching Gift Challenges issued by some very
generous members over the past several years.
I'm sorry to bring up money at a time like this, but that's
one of the "fun" things we have to deal with as a Church Council.
As your Council president, I have a few requests:
First, please mail your offering to the church for the
Sundays we are not together. This would be of great help to us
as we move forward. Continue to do so anytime you are away.
(continued on p. 2)
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Second, and I know this is a recurring request, please make your gift electronically and
schedule it so that we have your gift even if you are not able to join us in worship. It takes less
than a minute to set up. We are happy to help if you want to pursue this option but aren't sure
how to do it.
My final request is to be kind to your family and friends and any strangers you may come
in contact with especially as we wade through these murky waters. I don't like not being able to
just get out and do anything I want. You might say I get cranky. My husband might use a stronger
word! It's difficult, but more difficult is not knowing where this is going to hit hard and how long it's
going to be before we can get back to life as we know it. Call a friend or near stranger to check
on him or her. Say a prayer for those affected, for the country and our church family. And don't
forget to keep your hands away from your face!
May our good God bless you and keep you safe!
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President

We’re in this together, just a little
FURTHER
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A Message From the Pastor
Our Season of Lent began February 26th.
Oh how rosy this season looked back then.
Some people ask one another what you gave
up for Lent. No one would have guessed that
we would all give up in-person worship! It now
looks like it will be for a while longer. As of
right now, at the printing of this newsletter, we
need to continue worshiping via video and
NOT in-person until at least April 19th, and
probably longer. I'll share more when that
time gets closer.
Are we over-reacting to this virus? No.
We are not as badly affected here right now
(as of this writing) and may not be as badly
affected here in relation to other places. Our
being careful now could keep the spread of
this virus more limited here. Many of you are
working from home. That is good! Some of
you find yourselves out of work, temporarily
for now, because of this virus. Some of you
are still working in essential services.
Blessings on those who are still working as
medical professionals, first responders, our
military and national guard, food and
essentials stores and others. We need all
parts of the body to keep our community
going.
There are lots of questions right now. We
are in a wilderness that none of us have been
in before.
We have seen quarantine
situations because of war, or crime, or natural
disaster, but all have been identifiable and
relatively short term. This is going to get on
our nerves! This is new territory for us all.
So, let's make the best of being in this
wilderness. Go around and hunt for rainbows
on your neighbors' houses, and make one to
put up on your own. Read books together.
Watch movies. Learn about some history, or
science, or drag racing. Watch a YouTube
video and learn to juggle (the world needs
more jugglers!). Use this time for good.
This is a difficult time to be the Body of
Christ, with all our parts scattered about. We

have friends and family who have had losses,
or are in the hospital or nursing home, or had
an event planned that had to be cancelled or
postponed. My aunt's funeral in Lancaster,
PA has been postponed, no date yet planned.
My son, Robert, and his fiancé have had to
make major changes to their wedding plans.
I know some of our families at Our Redeemer
have had similar things happen.
It may be a tough time to be the Body of
Christ, but we still ARE the Body of Christ.
We still care for one another, feel others'
losses and hurts, share joys, and look forward
to a time of being reunited as that Body of
Christ. It will come, we know. For now, we
wait in the wilderness. And remember, many
good things happen in the wilderness in
Scripture. There are many stories of how God
finds his people in surprising ways. Keep
looking - God is with us, among us, and loves
us always.
You know what else? Easter is coming!
No matter how this virus disrupts our lives,
Easter is coming! We may not gather for
worship together in our new spring outfits, but
we will celebrate Easter! Christ is Risen! No
matter what! Christ is Risen Indeed!
Start making plans now how you and your
household can celebrate Easter while still in
this wilderness. Those celebrations might
involve eggs and candy. Those celebrations
might involve baskets and gifts. Those
celebrations will certainly involve the Good
News of God raising Jesus for us and for our
salvation!
Find some creative ways to
celebrate Easter and share those celebrations
with those who can't gather with you. It's just
one way we can show this virus that God wins,
no matter what.
Christ is Risen......
~Pastor Dan

Indeed!
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Mental Health Minute

Windmills

We've all heard of cabin fever,
usually as we joke about it! While
this is not a true "Mental Illness," it
can take its toll on us! Here's a
definition: irritability, listlessness, and similar
symptoms resulting from long confinement or
isolation indoors during the winter. I think we
could add "or during a pandemic!"
What can we do about it? All kinds of
things! Read a book. Write a book. Color.
Take a walk. Call a friend. Call your family.
Clean out a closet, handbag, or car. See what
junk is actually in the junk drawer in your
kitchen! Challenge your siblings to donate
unneeded items from your house - the winner
gets lunch out when that is possible again.
Cook together as a family. Use a new recipe.
Actually follow a recipe. Read Scripture.
Worship via video. Talk about a favorite Bible
story. Act out a favorite story, updating the
language and setting. (Send Pastor Dan
videos of that! He loves that!)
Also, April is Autism Awareness Month.
Autism is a complex, lifelong developmental
disability that typically appears during early
childhood and can impact a person's social
skills, communication, relationships, and
self-regulation. Autism is defined by a certain
set of behaviors and is a "spectrum condition"
that affects people differently and to varying
degrees. Autism is often manifested by
persistent differences in communication,
interpersonal relationships, and social
interaction across different environments,
and/or restricted and repetitive behavior,
patterns, and interests. It is estimated that 1
in 59 people fall somewhere on the Autism
spectrum. More information at:

In my last article, I noted how we can
often be deluded into thinking that the
progress we are able make in this world is the
result of our own will, rather than allowing God
to work through us. A short time ago I came
across what I thought was an excellent
illustration of this.
It was while I was driving from Plattsburgh
to Massena, north of the Adirondacks, over a
stretch of road I hadn’t taken in a long time.
To my surprise, most of the route was
accompanied by dozens and dozens of
power-generating windmills by the sides of the
road. When the wind was still, the windmills
were still. But when the wind was blowing, the
spinning of the windmill blades was an
impressive sight, and I could almost get a
tangible feeling of the power being generated
by the wind.
I suspect that some of you can get a
sense of where I’m going with this. We are
the windmills. We can do nothing on our own.
While Jesus lived in a pre-scientific age, He
made the same point using an illustration the
people of his day could understand: “I am the
vine; you are the branches . . . apart from me
you can do nothing.” John 15:5 (RSV). Yet
activated by the force of God’s wind, the
windmills generate immense power, and the
branches that abide in Jesus bear much fruit.
No doubt about it, our power is limited.
We realize this most acutely during times of
sickness and injury in our lives. But we should
always remember that God’s power is infinite.
The key is to allow God’s power to flow
through us, for “they who wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength, they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not
grow weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
Isaiah 40:31 (RSV).

www.autism-society.org/
and
www.autismspeaks.org/

Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee
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Christian Education

The Confirmation Class, especially Emma
Riegel and Maddie Herron (who chaired this
event) would like to say "Thank You" to all
who donated food and beverages to our
recent event. We think that all participants
had a great time playing, "Are You Smarter
than a 5th Grader".
During this time when we are not able to
gather in-person, Sunday School and
Confirmation Class students will be receiving
their lessons via email from their teachers.
Confirmation classes will continue with their
study of Paul’s letters to the Romans, 1 and 2
Corinthians, Galatians, and Revelations.
Sunday School students will continue with
lessons referencing Lent. We hope that
parents will take this opportunity to work with
our young people.
Dott Skomp
Education Trustee

Coming Up In ACES
Between my untimely accident and
surgery and the disruptions caused by the
Coronavirus, our Adult Christian Education
Series (ACES), held between services on
Sunday, has been on hiatus for the better part
of two months. God willing, we will resume
our ACES classes the Sunday after Easter
(April 19th), and pickup with our theme of the
ELCA's role as a sanctuary church. Classes
will continue to be held until we switch to one
service at the end of May. Feel free to join us!

April 2020

Property Committee Update
• The painting of the stairwell, entrance and
around the upstairs hallway was completed
February 25th.
• All emergency lights that didn't work were
replaced so we could set up the Village of
Scotia fire inspection. Cindy Schulte and I
did a walk through to make sure all was
ready for the inspection.
• The replacement window (for just outside
the Sunday School entrance) has arrived.
When we can get it delivered, we will get it
installed. Because of this time we are
going through it will be late April before that
happens.
• We have replacement light bulbs for the
outdoor sign and area of refuge and will
install them mid-to-late April.
• We plan to finish the belt course out the
back of the church in late April or early
May.
• As some of you may know, we have a new
cleaning company. If you see anything that
needs attention, please speak to me.
Thanks for all the help we have gotten in
the past months. Stay safe and healthy. Go
outside and take a walk!!
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

From our Worship Trustee
I know these are difficult times. However,
I feel the impetus is all the stronger to bond
together and evangelize. Although we cannot
worship in person, we are all the more
together. We realize what we took for
granted, and how we are more together in
spirit than we were in the past. This, too, shall
pass, and I look forward to the greatest Easter
celebration of my lifetime, when we reunite.

Fred Hutchison
Dave Hahn
Worship & Music Trustee
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From Our Social Ministry Trustee
I really had no idea what to write this
month. I started thinking of what's transpired
in the past few weeks and the following quotes
came to mind.
“What a Difference a
Day Makes!”
“There's No Time like the Present”
“Prevention Is the Best Medicine”
The Telephone,
“It’s the Next Best Thing to Being There!”
“Washy Washy”
Seems it could be any kind of day, an
ordinary day, an upbeat exciting day, or a
totally traumatic day, these all are fitting things
to say or think.
Gee.. a 70° day to a 5" of snow kind of day!
“What a Difference a Day Makes!”
I am encouraging everyone to:
“Stay Safe” ~ “Washy Washy”
“Stay Home” ~
“Prevention Is the Best Medicine”
“Stay Connected” ~
Okay, I've got to work this one a bit!
Let's embrace our New Technology
(Facebook, Skype, Zoom) or Old
Technology (the ole' Ringy-Dingy)
The Telephone, “It’s the Next Best
Thing to Being There” and Snail
Mail. The US Post Office is there
through rain, sleet or snow, how does
that go?
“Stay in touch” ~
“There's No Time like the Present”
with our fellow congregational
members, neighbors and family.
(BTW....”Washy Washy” is what they say on
cruise ships when the staff squirt hand
sanitizer at you when you move from one area
to another.)
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So, Reach Out (stay in, but stay in touch),
Serve if you can, but be safe! Read on to see
the dates of our ministries which are still busy
as we are ESSENTIAL!
We are not scheduled for serving at the
soup kitchen in April, but we will be serving
our next hot turkey lunch at the Salvation
Army on May 8th. Here’s our preparation
schedule:
• Turkey cooking - Tuesday, May 5th; 1 pm
(Home Bureau in F. Hall in the morning.)
• Slice meat & gravy prep Wednesday, May 6th; 9 am
• Serve at the Salvation Army Friday, May 8th; gather at 10:30 am
Please see the sign-up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall.
SiCM Food Pantry: It is open its usual days
(Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday)
from 9-11:30. In order to keep everyone safe,
only one person at a time is allowed to come
inside the main door. They wait there while
volunteers and staff members gather items for
them to take home. Usually, people come to
the main window and we give them more
precisely what they would like. Now they will
get what we have according to family size.
The pantry still needs the usual health and
beauty aids that this congregation is so good
at providing. The pantry is still getting food,
like peanut butter and pasta from the regional
food bank at very low prices. Dave and
Janice Walz are still going over to help out
there. If you have time now and want to help,
please call SiCM to see if they need extra help
at 518-346-4445.
Bethesda House: We won't be assembling
sandwiches in April but we will be delivering
the supplies to make the sandwiches. Al, a
staff member at Bethesda House, made sure
to thank Mary Rainey and told her that Our
Redeemer is a blessing to their organization.
Thanks to you all!
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Tied Fleece Blankets (Update): Due to the
ongoing effects of the Corona virus, we will
not gather as scheduled on April 26th. Janice
Walz has prepared fleece blankets to be
ready for people to pick up from church to
take home and tie them together with a square
knot. Since they are big - each person/family
group can take one home and drop it off at the
church when it is finished. They will be in their
own bag and will stay in that bag until they are
delivered to St. Paul's Women’s Shelter or the
City Mission. We’ve heard that the germs
may be able to live on fabric for several days.
The plan is to let the fleece blankets sit for a
while before they are delivered. Our “fleece
day” will not be quite what we usually do, but
this way we will be able to help others with
warm fleece blankets and keep safe at the
same time.

April 2020

Normally, I visit the City Squire Ale House
on Upper Union in Schenectady for lunch on
Thursday with four or five friends. We always
sit at the bar, and are served by a single
mother in her 30's, who just happens to live in
Scotia. I stopped by the restaurant today to
drop off an envelope for her which contained
- more or less - what I would usually spend for
lunch, a beer, and a tip. I know what I did
won't replace her income, but I hope it helps
out some, and I hope it shows her God's love
for her.
We at Our Redeemer have the Caring for
Our Own fund, which is used to help out
members of our church community when they
need financial help. Some of our members
are going to need help. If you can, contribute
to Caring for Our Own, and share God's love.
Ken Larsen

CFOO Annual Plant Sale: Please see the
plant sale order form included in this
newsletter. Orders Due: May 10th!!
Reach out to someone
today by phone or email or snail
mail just to say HI and check in!
Love your neighbor!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Caring For Our Own
In this time of uncertainty, one thing is
certain: some people will be hurting financially.
When prices or taxes go up, seniors often
complain of being on a fixed income.
Suddenly, that doesn't seem so bad.
Some people's incomes are going to go to
zero, like those laid off at Proctor's and at
many restaurants. Others will take a huge hit,
from hours being cut back to tips going to
virtually zero.
If you are one of the
financially-fortunate ones, remember others
who are hurting and help them out.

Outreach Committee Update
Due to the current public health crisis, all
Outreach activities have been suspended at
least through the month of March and the
early part of April.
We are hoping to
reschedule our Diabetes Prevention Program
to a date some time in the summer. The
Cocoa House currently scheduled for April 25th
may, or may not, take place, depending upon
the state of things at that time. We are
looking for a team leader for that event, which
could be any of a number of themes - Earth
Day, Spring time, Mother's Day, or a
combination of everything. Please let the
church office know if you are interested in
leading that event.
We are hoping that the Village of Scotia
Memorial Day Parade will take place. If you
are interested in participating, please let Ron
Pucci know.
Patti Kopach
Outreach Trustee
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Men’s Group
Thank you John and Kelli Torelli for the
great food and the fellowship we had in
March. We had 14 men in attendance with
one new face. That brings our active members
to 18.
Our April 17th meeting will be held at
Frank Novak's home, 27A Pheasant Run
Waterford. Our study will be Worrying About
God's Will (Don't worry) Matthew 6:19-34
page 1335.
We applied for a Thrivent Action Team
Grant for new Men's Group Study Bibles and
it was approved. The bibles were ordered and
have arrived. Most of the men have received
their Action Team T-shirts. If you were not at
the March meeting, please contact me for your
shirt.
All men 18 and older from Our Redeemer
are welcome to join us. You are also invited
to bring a friend. If you have any questions
about the Men's Group or how to get involved,
please contact me.

Chuck Cox

Christmas Jars Check-in
Shhhh - I’m going to let you in on a secret.
I really don’t like cleaning and organizing. I
would much rather be in the kitchen baking.
However, with Russell’s mom moving to
assisted living and being home more because
my job isn’t “essential”, I have had time to do
some cleaning and sorting of things. It is
amazing how much loose change I have
found. Our Christmas Jar is now a little over
half full. That is Great News! In these
uncertain times as a result of the corona virus
I’m very happy that come Christmas time, our
jar will be a message of HOPE for some one
who really needs it.

April 2020

I urge you all to continue
to add to your Christmas Jars
- even if it is a coin at a time and be on be look out for a
beneficiary.
If you haven’t had the opportunity to read
the books or watch the movie - now might be
the perfect time to do it. They are available in
the church library or on Amazon. I can hook
you up with a jar and some decorations if you
want to start your own Christmas Jar. Keep
sharing the HOPE!
Cindy Holman

Giving Options Explained
As Cindy Zielaskowski pointed out in her
article, your on-going financial support, even
during this time when we are unable to have
in-person worship, is vital to our congregation.
Here are a few options for you to consider:
~ Mail your offering directly to the church. We
check the mail daily and deposits are made
periodically, as we receive enough offerings to
make it worthwhile.
~ If you receive your newsletter via email, this
is a “clickable” link to online giving through our
church website using Tithe.ly. You can do a
one-time gift or set up recurring gifts.
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/giveone-time/311720

~ Receive a printed copy of the newsletter?
Simply visit www.ourredeemer.cc, click on the
“Give” button in the upper right hand corner,
click on the Tithe.ly option.
~ You can also get the Tithe.ly app on your
smart phone. It is a free app. Once you have
the app and set up an account, you can
search for Our Redeemer by zip code.
(Continued on next page)
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Birthdays

4/02
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/07
4/08
4/09
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/15
4/17
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/29
4/30

Matthew Barnes
Jan Hall
Liam Meyer
Richie Novak
Carolyn Fall
Salvatore Martin
Randy Jerreld
Nicole Betz
Megan Meyer
Drusilla Denegar
Cindy Schulte
Samuel Stecher
Sean O'Connor
Elva Hutchison
Cindy Zielaskowski
Lois Kline
Kristen Rossler
Luana Moross
Helen Stecher
Robert Salerno, Jr.
Meredith Colacino
Nancy Novak
Scott Dion
Kelli Torelli
Elizabeth Harrington

Thank You

Bethesda House thanks us
for the financial gift in the
amount of $100.00 through
our Budgeted Benevolences
program.
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We recently received a
deposit from
Thrivent Choice
totaling $1,173.00!
(WooHoo!!)

We would like to
thank the following
individuals for directing
their Choice Dollars
to our church.
Janice & Dave Walz
Patti Kopach
Gail & Jack Eldridge
Liam Meyer
Gail Beatty
Paul Henry
Thad Raushi
Mary Emma Townsend
Renate Dowgos
Ginny & Ed Weston
*If you receive this newsletter
in email format and you have
not had a chance to
designate your 2019 Choice
Dollars, you have a few more
days (until March 31st) to do
so. Don’t let those dollars
expire!!
We are very grateful for
those who took action based
on the reminders here and in
the weekly bulletin. That BIG
check would not have been
possible otherwise!!

*An additional thank you note
is included on the next page.
It would not fit in this space.

Giving Options (Con’t)
~ Our Redeemer has had a
long standing relationship
with the Simply Giving
program. This is super easy!!
All you have to do is fill out a
one page form, attach a
cancelled check and decide if
you'd like to make offerings
on a weekly or monthly basis.
Once this is set up, the
electronic funds transfers
happen automatically. It's a
pretty user friendly method.
Just call the church office and
we will email or snail mail a
copy of the form to you.
~ Lastly, if you are already
accustomed to paying your
other bills online, using your
checking account, your bank
can automatically mail a
check to Our Redeemer
based on whatever schedule
you wish. You can schedule
automatic payments or make
offerings upon your initiation.
None of your account
information is shared with the
church. The check arrives in
our mailbox & gets deposited
with all the other offerings on
Sunday mornings.
Please don't hesitate to call
the church office if you have
any questions about these
giving options.
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April at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
April 2 Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
April 7 WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
April 16 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
April 21 Council Meeting; 7 pm
April 23 Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
April 24 Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:00 am
Events/Special Services at Church
April
Celebration Sunday (TBD)
April 5 Palm Sunday Worship Service
April 9 Maundy Thursday Worship Service
April 10 Scotia Cross Walk
Good Friday Worship Service
April 12 Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Sunday Worship Service
April 19 Craft Fellowship; 10 am
April 25 Cocoa House; 1 - 2:30 pm
Deadlines
April 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
April 19 March Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
April 17 Men’s Group Meeting 7 pm
(Host: Frank Novak)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
Dates TBD
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
Dates TBD
ACES ~ Sundays; 10 am
Hope to resume late April.
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
Dates TBD

Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the Corona virus required limitations. All meetings and events
will be decided on a case by case basis. Remote meeting options are being explored.
We received this thank you note
from Rick, our previous sexton:
Everyone,
I want to thank everyone at ORLC for the wonderful card of thanks. I have to admit I was a
little emotional reading it yesterday. I still remember the day Mary Rainey asked me if I would
mind helping out at the church while their sexton recovered from an illness. I remember meeting
Pastor Meyer for the first time asking him what I could do to help. And here I am now some 17
years later. I always felt I was part of the church even for only an hour a day. Didn’t really meet
but only a handful of members but felt I was one too. Have to say I’m going to miss Audrey’s
peanut butter cookies, she always remembered me. I truly enjoyed being a part of ORLC. Once
again I want to thank everyone for the card and contents. Wishing Pastor Dan, Melissa the church
and congregation all the best in the future. Don’t be surprised if I stop in sometime to say Hello!!
Thanks Again,
Rick

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

Palm Sunday ~ April 5th
Maundy Thursday ~ April 9th
Good Friday ~ April 10th

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

Easter Sunday ~ April 12th

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
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