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Summer is here! We spent almost and entire season
in lockdown.
I've seen more people walk in my
neighborhood in the past months than I have in a year. Bike
and video sales are way up. Some families find themselves
closer as a result of having fewer distractions and some
were ripped apart by the virus. I haven't seen either of our
daughters (not to mention "Baby Robin") in over five months
aside from short visits on FaceTime.
It's been a strange ride and some Americans have
their own spin on it. The virus is a political tool to take down
the President! The virus is a hoax! The virus is the result of
abortion in the US. The fact is that bad things happen. As
another local pastor's bumper sticker read, "Compost
Happens". It's a bit more gentle way of saying the more
common colloquialism.
Gentle is a good thing. This seems to be bringing out
the good in so many people. It's nice to see the kinder, less
rushed side of people. Hopefully, as we open up our
businesses and eventually our churches and schools, this
will continue.
Happy summer! I miss you all. To quote Paul in his
letter to the Romans, "I pray that God, who gives hope, will
bless you with complete happiness and
peace because of your faith. And may
the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with
hope." (Romans 15:13)
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President

2 The Messenger’s Voice

June/July 2020

Christmas Jar Update
How many closets, dresser drawers, rooms or just boxes of stuff have you cleaned out
during the pandemic? I can’t say that I have cleaned them out in my own house but I have at
our Moms’ houses. Every time I find a coin, I put it in my pocket and say to myself “One more
for the Christmas Jar.” I have not had one day of cleaning out that I haven’t found at least a few
pennies. Our Christmas Jar is now at least three-quarters of the way full.
With social restrictions, many of us aren’t out and about spending cash to get change to
put in the jars. Maybe you haven’t been cleaning and finding loose change. If you are able, you
could put some paper bills in your Christmas Jar - and I have an idea to make that extra special.
When our jar is full, I’m going to roll some quarters, trade them for paper
bills at the bank and fold the bills into hearts. I plan to put them in the jar - buried
among the coins as a special message of love for the recipient. (I have seen
instructions on the internet on how to do this.) Once I have mastered the skill of
folding the bills into hearts, I will be happy to share it with all of you during a coffee
fellowship when we are all able to be together again.
Keep thinking of who you want to gift
your Christmas Jar to and remember,
however you fill the Christmas Jar - either
The Messenger's Voice
with coins, bills or a combination of both is published monthly
you are spreading the message of Hope!
(except for combined June/July &
December/January editions)

Cindy Holman
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A Message From the Pastor
This past Sunday (May 24th) I preached
about time. How we package it, mark it,
remember times past and look to times future.
In light of the current days and weeks and now
months of this "social distancing," time has
been hard to track. But there is a light at the
end of the tunnel!
Our President declared houses of worship
essential and demanded they "open" right
away. Our Governor suggested that they do
so with no more than 10 people present,
including worship leaders. I truly believe that
neither option is a great one at this point in
time (May 26th, 4:30 pm). But we are working
on a plan to do so in a way that is edifying and
reduced in risk for all who worship.
Here's what I think. I don't believe that
everyone will come rushing back the first
Sunday we resume in person worship. I think
(I have heard from a few already) that there
are some people who will wait a few weeks to
return, to make sure there are no more spikes
of infection. There are some with previous
health issues who may not return for a while.
I understand this.
I think we'll have to reduce the fellowship
portion of our gathering on Sunday. This will
be tough, as we love our coffee and
fellowship! However, I think we need to be
cautious for the good of all who gather.
We will rethink our worship practices to
make them as contactless as possible. An
offering basket in the back, rather than
passing the plates. Communion shared
differently. Probably little or no singing at first.
Definitely no passing of the peace! Masks - in
liturgical colors please - will be common for a
while. Worship will be shorter (and the
multitudes rejoiced!) with the important parts
of our gathering being shared. I have an idea
of how to do some of these things, and our
group who will be meeting soon will flesh out
the rest.

You as parishioners have been very
understanding and patient in this time away.
I know many are anxious to gather for worship
together, but also concerned about what that
might look like. Between health concerns and
families off to the camp, it will look different.
Good news to share is that we are
working on an effective and less intrusive
video system for in the church. We will
continue to record worship and post it on our
YouTube channel. Again, I am not sure
exactly what this will look like, but we know
that many have shared how important this has
been during these weeks away. As many of
you know, I have thought for a couple of years
that we needed to find an alternative time for
worship that wasn't on Sunday morning. I
think our YouTube presence is filling that
need. I have been pleased with the numbers
we seem to be reaching with our recorded
services. We do need to figure out how to get
more people connected with these. Any ideas
you might have are welcome.
This has been an odd time to be the
Church, and to be a pastor in the Church. I
am looking forward to some things becoming
more "normal" again, although they won't be
the same for a while.
What is the same, as I shared in my
sermon last Sunday, is Jesus. Jesus walked
with us in the past, and promises to do so in
the future. We can lean on him now to keep
us going as we move forward from our
isolation to shared times together. We can
lean on him if we are not comfortable yet in
joining together, knowing he is with us
wherever we are. This is most certainly true!
Christ is Risen! The
Spirit is loose! Thanks be
to God!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
Have you ever had one of
those days where you couldn't
leave your desk?
It's not
uncommon, especially now when
your "desk" could be your dining room table.
But getting more movement in during the day
- even just a few minutes - is incredibly
important for your physical and mental
well-being. Get up and walk around. Do a
flight of stairs, or some stretches. There are
many websites that offer easy exercises that
will get your blood flowing and keep your
muscles toned. And the change of pace even if only a few minutes an hour - will do
wonders for your well being.
Remember, if you are having trouble
coping with this pandemic time, reach out and
seek help from friends, family, or if needed,
your doctor.
Blessings and peace!

Time Out
I do not know how the disruptions caused
by the pandemic have seemed to others, but
to me they’ve been an extended “time out.”
This has given me time to reflect on a number
of positive things, not the least of which is our
congregation. I’m extremely grateful to the
people who made visits during my hospital
and rehab stays, as well as those who made
phone calls and who sent cards, letters and
emails of encouragement.
I’m also
appreciative of the faithfulness the
congregation has shown in its stewardship.
When we were forced to forego in-person
Sunday services, I was concerned that the
church’s finances would suffer. However, I
now see that through the end of April, our
average weekly giving is actually over $150
more than last year, and our Imprest
benevolence has also increased. This attests
to the ability of the members of Our Redeemer
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to adjust to our changed circumstances in
splendid fashion.
Other items I’ve reflected on, however,
are more troublesome. The pandemic has
brought into stark relief the inequalities that
exist in our society in terms of income,
housing and access to affordable healthcare.
What will be our response? Will working from
home become the new normal? If so, what
changes will that bring about? What will be
the health effects, both physical and mental,
felt by the people suffering from social
isolation? What will be the impact upon the
healthcare workers who have labored
heroically to meet the challenges posed by the
pandemic? Will parents of teenagers and
younger children be able to handle the stress
created by prolonged absences from school?
These and countless other questions are
presented to us, and I suspect that there will
be changes brought about that we cannot
even anticipate.
Pastor Dan asked us to submit, for
Wednesday Evening Bible Study via Zoom,
some Bible verses for discussion. Under the
circumstances, it came as no surprise to me
that Romans 11:29 came immediately to
mind, where the apostle Paul wrote that “the
gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.” Paul,
in this context, is speaking of the eternal and
unbreakable covenant God made when He
chose Israel, but the unchangeable nature of
the promise God made when He chose each
of us individually is equally applicable. And
while the world around us may change in ways
we can scarcely imagine, God’s faithfulness is
constant forever. This is something for us to
feel truly positive about, whatever the
circumstances!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee
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Oh No! We Can't Hold a May
Congregational Meeting!
At their May meeting, the Council
discussed what to do about trustee and officer
elections, as it is clear that we will not hold a
congregational meeting in May as originally
planned.
Under normal circumstances,
trustee and officer terms terminate at the end
of June, with newly-elected council members
taking office on July 1st. Since it is quite likely
we will not meet to hold elections prior to July
1st, and since all candidates are unopposed,
the Council plans to appoint the current
candidates as "acting" effective July 1st.
When we are able to meet as a congregation,
we will hold a vote to confirm these acting
trustees and officers into their positions.
This allows us to act as our constitution
allows, releases the current officeholders with
our thanks, and allows the people bringing
new ideas and energy to church leadership to
get started. Please speak to any Council
member if you have a question or concern
about this plan.
The following individuals felt a call to
continue to serve in their current positions on
Council:
Cindy Zielaskowski ~ President
Fred Hutchison ~ Stewardship Trustee
Karen Smith ~ Social Ministry Trustee
The following individuals have volunteered
to serve new terms on Council:
Linda Nowak ~ Vice President
Becca Countermine ~ Financial Secretary
Janice Walz ~ Outreach Trustee
Ken Larsen

Property Committee Updates
The window down by the Sunday School
entrance has been installed, the belt course in
the play ground area was completed, and yard
work has begun. We always need help with
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that! If you would like to help, please contact
Cindy Schulte. We will be getting three
quotes for stump removal from the back of the
church and go from there. The chain link
fence has been removed to make it easier to
pull the weeds along the back. I need help
installing the new LED light in the church sign.
If you can help, let me know.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

From Our Social Ministry Trustee
Thank you to everyone who contributed to
our CFOO Annual Plant Sale! This includes
those who helped sell, transport, sort, count
and buy. We could not do these wonderful
fund raisers without you!!!! If my figures are
correct, we raised just over $600 for our
CFOO ministry. YEAH!!!
Although we are in a time of uncertainty
with this 'Virus', we continue our Social
Ministries as best we can.
We're STILL delivering sandwich supplies to
BETHESDA HOUSE - ESSENTIAL
We're STILL serving lunch at the
SALVATION ARMY SOUP KITCHEN - ESSENTIAL
We're STILL collecting food and
other items for both the
SICM AND S -G FOOD PANTRIES - ESSENTIAL
If you or someone you know are in need,
please steer yourself or them the to the SiCM
food pantry located at 839 Albany Street. The
pantry is open Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday from 9-11:30. They are
able to get FOOD, from the Regional Food
Bank at very low prices, but they still need the
usual health and beauty aids that this
congregation is so good at providing. If you
have time now and would like to volunteer,
please call SiCM at 518-346-4445.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee
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Birthdays

6/01
6/05
6/07
6/08
6/10
6/11
6/12
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/20
6/25
6/26
6/28
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30

7/04
7/05
7/06
7/07

Thomas Nelson
Melanie Hooker
Joanne Reynolds
David Walz
Brady Weatherwax
Victoria Costello
Gretchen Gustman
Krista Gogis
Fred Hutchison
Bruce Hering
George Weires
Lynn Sullivan
Dan Weatherwax
Terri Connelly
Melissa Jerreld
Tom Schulte
Grace Pachucki
Bailey McKenna
Evelyn Brockett
Warren Sheldon
John Smith
Mialisa Herron
Dale Micalizzi
Margaret Stibinger
Tracie Dunn
Melinda Stecher

Virginia Kaufmann
Jamie Colacino
Michael Mehigan
Lizzie Tallman
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7/08
7/09
7/10
7/10
7/10
7/14
7/14
7/17
7/17
7/19
7/20
7/24
7/25
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/28
7/28
7/29
7/30
7/30
7/31
7/31

Jack Eldridge
Pamela Hoh
Sharon Mehigan
Gary Micalizzi
Thad Raushi
Charles Cox
Al Zielaskowski
Renate Dowgos
Cathleen Leininger
Connor Chapman
Linda Phillips
Aimee Pachucki
Becca Countermine
Heidi Steubing
Kathy Meyer
Shari Pucci
Natalie Eisenhower
Claude Phillips
Sylvia Raushi
Marga Vandenberg
Bertha Alden
Andrew Merrill
Dennis Meyer
Edith Mohlenhoff

Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry

thanks us
for our food
donations and monetary
contributions collected during
the months of December March totaling $397.32.
Baptist Health Nursing and
Re ha bilitation Cente r
thanks us for our generous
donation of handmade
masks. While there has not
been an accurate count of
masks sewn and donated to
Baptist Health and other
community organizations, we
do know that the number is
over 300!!
People like
Gladys Cox, Alice Hokenson,
Veronica May, Cindy Schulte,
Janice Walz and others have
definitely been demonstrating
the idea behind “God’s work.
Our hands.”

Pastoral Acts
Thank You

The Foundation for Ellis
Medicine thanks us for the
financial gift for their pastoral
care program in the amount
of $50.00 through our
Budgeted Benevolences
program.
SiCM Food Pantry thanks us
for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected during the months
of December - March totaling
$370.32 and for our “Soup”er
Bowl Noisy Offering in the
amount of $1,533.50.

A grave side service for John
Fisher, a member of St. Peter
Lutheran Church, Malta, was
held May 20th in Saratoga.

Men’s Group
We have suspend all
Men's Group activities until
September.
Chuck Cox
Church Website:
www.ourredeemer.cc
Church Facebook Page
Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
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June/July at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
June 4 Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
June 16 Council Meeting; 7 pm
June 18 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
(As Needed)
July 14
Council Planning Meeting; 7 pm (Zoom)
July 16
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
(As Needed)
July 21 Council Meeting; 7 pm (In-person)
July 23 Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
July 31 Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:00 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Watch for information about in-person worship resuming
this summer.
Deadlines
June 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
July 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
July 26
August Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
June 26 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
On hiatus
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(via Zoom)
June 3, 10, 17, 24
July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
ACES ~ Sundays; 10 am
On hiatus
Choir Rehearsal ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
On hiatus

Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
Corona virus required limitations. All meetings and
events will be decided on a case by case basis.

Honoring Our Graduates
Molly Holman is graduating from Schalmont High School. She will be attending Johnson
& Wales University in Providence, RI majoring in Event Management.

Kristen Rossler is graduating from Scotia-Glenville Senior High School with an Advanced
Regents Diploma. Kristen plans to attend SUNY Schenectady Community College in the
fall, studying history, and wants to become a Professor of History! (Think Indiana Jones,
she hopes to travel to Egypt and excavate Egyptian Tombs!)

Miss Jessica is graduating from SUNY Empire State College with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Biology. Jessica's future plans are to continue on with her path to inspire
future generations with a love of science and nature!

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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