Vol. 95 No. 6

August 2020

THE MESSENGER’S
VOICE
THE GOOD NEWS FROM OUR REDEEMER
For Us All!
Here is a quote from the New York
Times, in an article about anti-racist
books to read:
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"No one becomes "not racist," despite a tendency by
Americans to identify themselves that way. We can only
strive to be "antiracist" on a daily basis, to continually
rededicate ourselves to the lifelong task of overcoming our
country's racist heritage.
We learn early the racist notion that white people have more
because they are more; that people of color have less
because they are less. I had internalized this worldview by
my high school graduation, seeing myself and my race as
less than other people and blaming other blacks for racial
inequities.
To build a nation of equal opportunity for everyone, we need
to dismantle this spurious legacy of our common upbringing.
One of the best ways to do this is by reading books. Not
books that reinforce old ideas about who we think we are,
what we think America is, what we think racism is. Instead,
we need to read books that are difficult or unorthodox, that
don't go down easily. Books that force us to confront our
self-serving beliefs and make us aware that "I'm not racist"
is a slogan of denial.”
Reading books is a helpful thing for us to
learn more about a given topic. Shifting our
born-and-raised-views about race, equality, and
justice is hard. It will take hard work to make
the systemic change needed to combat how we
have been raised and how we think.
(continued on p. 2)
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I hope you watched the Ibram X. Kendi "How to Be An Anti-Racist" event that I spoke
about Sunday and in the email about our worship for July 26th. I hope you are challenging
yourself with books, conversations with people different than you, and/or with the other
challenges listed on the Proctors site (www.proctors.org/antiracism/). If that link doesn't work
when you try to use it, call me and I can direct you elsewhere.
It takes work to change the world. It takes work to change yourself. Start that work with
yourself, and see how, if enough of us do this, we can change the world.
From the NY Times Bestsellers List ~ June 18, 2020
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A Message From the Pastor
The comic strip "Stone Soup" just ended.
The author, Jan Eliot, is retiring the strip. One
of the things it was famous for was comic
strips during August that would have a
panorama of summer activities with the
caption: "You gotta love August!" It was a
nice family-friendly and funny strip.
Normally, back when there was a normal,
August includes things like ball games, maybe
a movie theater trip on a rainy day, trips to the
beach, or a meal out. But these are not
normal times, are they?
Normally in the summer here at Our
Redeemer we'd have a few gatherings with ice
cream, or a party at the Turquoise Table or
some classes or a speaker on a helpful topic.
But not this corona summer! Many people are
working from home. Some aren't working
anymore, laid off or furloughed. Worship has
a fraction of people present in person, as
many with health concerns of their own stay
away. At least we have the live stream going
well now, and many of you are taking
advantage of that.
So, with all the things we can't do this
summer, with all the things that might be
limited or non-existent for an undetermined
time, let's think differently, act differently. We
have spent months reacting to this virus and
the various ways to handle it. Let's be
PROACTIVE! Let's find some new ways to be
the Church. Let's find new ways to do things.
New ways to think.
What are some ways we can act on our
faith or to learn about our faith without the
gathering together?
For example, our
confirmation students haven't had mentors
this summer, which was their last step to
complete to be confirmed in October. How
can we do that differently, where the students
engage with another adult from our
congregation safely and effectively for their
growth in faith? The Salvation Army Soup
Kitchen crew has changed how they do things

and are providing take-out meals. This is
quite different from their hot turkey meals.
How can we do some of our other ministries
differently?
What about worship? What would you
like to see that we can do with a little effort
and gumption? We are looking at copyright
info as far as providing hymns on our videos
and such. What else should we do? What
about Christian Education? How could we do
this, or what topics/formats could we do that
would inspire you or those who don't
participate to do so?
These aren't just rhetorical questions,
being asked into empty space. What ideas do
you have? How can we be the best Church
during Corona times? Normally, this is a time
we would be gearing up for the start of a new
program year. Unfortunately, German Fest
has been cancelled, Rally Day is uncertain,
and there are many concerns around what
and how to do Sunday School this fall. What
things can we do, can we count on, can we
make happen with the gifts and talents we
have here at Our Redeemer? PLEASE
respond! I'd love dozens of ideas we can
work on together!
While many of our events and gatherings
have been called off, postponed, or greatly
reduced, there are things that remain constant
and trustworthy! The love and grace of God is
still there, still ample, still carrying us no matter
what our world throws at us. With all the
rhetoric, misinformation, and arguments from
those in our government, God's call to peace
and love reigns. With all the things that
discourage us, Jesus encourages us to reach
out to those around us, to find new ways to
stay in touch, to continue helpful traditions and
create new ones! Let's keep being Jesus
people and sharing Jesus with others as best
we can!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
This will be brief and easy!
With all the stressors we have in
our lives right now, there are some
simple things we can do to chill.
Go outside! Watch a sunset. Play fetch with
your dog. Try not to have the dog make you
fetch! Watch something happy on TV. Play
your favorite music. Loud! Make cookies.
Eat cookies! Pray. Fervently. Hopefully.
Faithfully. God may not promise to cure
everything, but God does promise to walk with
you always! Lean on Jesus!
And remember, if you feel you are having
trouble coping, please call your doctor right
away!
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gifts is not beneficial, either to ourselves or to
society as a whole. God envisions an ideal
world in which everyone has enough but no
one has too much.
Humankind is still
struggling with that!
So what lessons have we been taught in
the last few months? Something I've been
taught is how much I miss our regular church
routines and events. As much as I appreciate
the efforts Pastor Dan, Melissa and others
have made to connect us virtually, there is
really no substitute for being there. The
privilege of going to church to worship is a gift.
It's a gift many in our world are deprived of,
and a gift that I realize that I've all too often
taken for granted. This realization has made
me want to be especially diligent in my
stewardship, and I hope that there are others
in the congregation who share this same
sentiment.

Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

From Our Social Ministry Trustee
Time in the Wilderness
The extended "time out" from regular
church activities that we have all experienced
has struck each of us a bit differently. A
description some people have had, which I
can relate to, is to compare our situation to the
time the Israelites spent in the Wilderness. I
especially appreciate this analogy after
reading, as part of Pastor Dan's Bible Study
class, the book "Manna and Mercy." This
book tells us how the time in the Wilderness
was not futile for the Israelites. Rather, God
used the time to teach them some important
lessons before entering the Promised Land.
One of these lessons was taught through the
gift of manna. The Israelites were taught that
God supplies our needs, but hoarding God's

Oh my, I seem to be at a loss for words
this month, for several months actually! I'm
sure I'm not much different than many, when
I say I am not too good with this “new norm.”
I am not ready to admit it's going to change
that much, but who knows? We've just got to
go with the flow as I've said many times over
the years....Or, my favorite line as many of
you know, is PBE - Play it By Ear! No, really,
we're putting it in God's hands.
While we're here, let our hands do God's
work! We've just got to keep doing what we're
doing - when we can, where we can, how we
can.
We're still delivering the materials for
sandwiches to Bethesda House which is well
received. Al from Bethesda House has
thanked us again, especially now. during this
pandemic time.
Stay tuned for more
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information as we receive it! Thank you
Melissa, Mary, Ron, Joan and Sylvia (Ok, I'm
sure I've missed someone, so I apologize!)
AND all those who help continue to support
this ministry.
The Scotia-Glenville and SiCM food
pantries are always in need of restocking, so
don't forget that there are baskets in the
Fellowship Hall for donations. Monetary
donations are also welcome.
Caring For Our Own - Have you been
lonely? Bored? Want to do something but
just not sure what to do? We don't meet very
often, but we're always looking for new ideas
on how we can help those in our congregation.
Please contact Mary Rainey or myself for
more information or if you'd like to talk about
your ideas. We'd love to hear from you! God
bless and stay safe!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

From our NEW Outreach Trustee
At this time of COVID, the usual news
from almost everywhere is that events have
been cancelled or postponed. This is true at
Our Redeemer also. Some Outreach events
have been cancelled such as our Social
Ministry/Outreach German Fest. And the first
Cocoa House might be at jeopardy depending
on the conditions. We hope things are good
enough to have a Halloween Cocoa House,
but who knows?
What is NOT cancelled or postponed are
the opportunities to remind people we know
that Jesus loves us and is here for us. We still
pray for those who need prayers both in
church and on the Prayer Chain. You only
need to call church and your prayer request
will be shared with the Prayer Chain. We can
remind people that our services are online for
those who want to continue or create a
connection to our church and to our Lord. At
a recent Council meeting, we were speaking
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of creative ways to share what we do at Our
Redeemer for Outreach, Education, Social
Ministry, etc. One of the events that was
cancelled was a gathering focusing on health
care. Perhaps we can arrange this for a
ZOOM meeting, as we are getting good at
those. If people have ideas for Outreach,
please channel them to me, your new (and
inexperienced at Outreach) trustee.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Christmas Jars Update
After my last article, I received a note from
Gini Parkin about how much she enjoyed the
Christmas Jar story. Gini mentioned how she
had been finding coins in the washing
machine. She must have known that all of a
sudden I have little very change to add to our
Christmas Jar. Most of the clean out projects
have been completed. We are all using our
debit cards more for purchases. Oh yeah and there is a coin shortage. Gini's note got
me thinking - Where do I find coins to put in
the Christmas Jar?
i The washing machine or dryer are
good places to start.
i What about a coat or jacket tucked in a
closet that hasn't been worn in a while?
i The floor of the car?
i An infrequently used purse or wallet?
i An old tote bag or back pack?
i Under a dresser?
i The junk drawer we haven't gotten
around to cleaning out yet?
Even as we take a walk around our
neighborhoods we might find a coin or two on
the street. It really doesn't matter where we
find our coins or even paper money to put in
our Christmas Jar - what matters most is the
Message of Hope it will bring to the recipient.
Cindy Holman
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Birthdays
Thank You

8/01
8/02
8/02
8/03
8/05
8/06
8/07
8/07
8/08
8/08
8/10
8/11
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/31
8/31
8/31
8/31

Colleen Weires
Katie Armstrong
Tom Clas
Linda Howarth
Elma Phillips
Owen Smith
Vicki Gogis
Charles Meyer
Daniel Flanders
James Guzewich
John Beatty
Leslie Thiele
Linda Denegar
Jennifer Larouco
Ron Pucci
Jimmy Tallman
Cindy Florio
Dorothy Carll
Nathan Armstrong
Mary Rainey
Teresa O’Connor
Gail Eldridge
Lewis Annis
Pat Ives
Ed Kaufmann
Kathy Baron
Frank Novak
James Dunbar
Russell Holman
Kate Latal
Amelie Smith

Scotia Relief thanks us for
the financial gift in the
amount of $100.00 through
our Budgeted Benevolences
program.

The S a l va ti o n Ar m y
Schenectady Corps thanks
us for the financial gift in the
amount of $75.00 through
our Budgeted Benevolences
program.

We recently received two
deposits from Thrivent
Choice totaling $60.00!
We would like to thank:
Liam Meyer
&
Dan & Grace O’Connor
for directing their
Choice Dollars
to our church.

The YWCA - NENY thanks
us for the financial gift in the
amount of $75.00 through
our Budgeted Benevolences
program.
Church Website:
www.ourredeemer.cc
Church Facebook Page
SiCM Food Pantry thanks us
for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected during the months
of April and May totaling
$288.66.

Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry

thanks us
for our food
donations and monetary
contributions collected during
the months of April & May
totaling $636.66.

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
ORLC Scotia on YouTube
We live stream our services
at 10 am Sunday mornings.
If you aren’t able to “attend”
the live stream, you can view
the recorded service from the
beginning any time after the
service has concluded. You
can also enjoy a Virtual
Hymn Sing live stream at
11:30 am Sunday mornings.
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August at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Aug 6
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 18
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 20
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 31
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:00 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Aug 2
Voter’s Meeting ~ 10:30 am
(outside on lawn & Zoom)
Deadlines
Aug 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Aug 23
September Messenger’s Voice Deadline
Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
Corona virus required limitations. All meetings and
events will be decided on a case by case basis.

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
None at this time.

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
August 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(via Zoom)
August 12th, 19th & 26th
ACES ~ Sundays; 10 am
Summer Hiatus
Hoping to resume September 20th

Honoring Our Graduates
Michael Bassi graduated from Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake High School in June. He
plans to attend SUNY Adirondack to major in Criminal Justice. He will play on their
National Junior College Athletic Association Region 3 baseball team in the position
of right field. He has had the opportunity to get a jump start preparing for their team by playing
in an independent league this summer and will continue through the fall.

Worship Assistants Needed
Interested in assisting with worship? Please call or email the church office if you would be willing
to serve as greeter, reader, communion assistant or a counter after worship. We also need to
train our ushers with the new worship protocols. Watch for information regarding when that
training will be provided.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
E-Mail- ORLC@nycap.rr.com
http://www.ourredeemer.cc
(518) 393-5031 Fax (518) 393-2527

Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church

