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Who would have thought last February that our lives
would have changed so in March? And who would have thought
that this new life would drag into the fall and continue through
2021 in all likelihood? Who would have thought that a virus
would have further divided our country? These are strange and
difficult times for so many reasons.
I hope that you have been able to stay in touch with
friends and family if even by phone. It's difficult not seeing loved
ones for such long periods of time. I can't imagine not being
able to visit a mom, dad, sibling, or friend in a nursing home or
being able to leave the house because of this darn virus but I do
believe the science and understand the great risk.
I missed so many of you who were not able to join us in
person at our August Voter’s Meeting. As we move into the fall,
your Council continues to meet. We are very interested in
hearing from you and hearing your ideas about what we can do
to bring Church to you and the greater community. If you're
concerned about Sunday morning indoor services, please try the
evening service which I love. Seat yourself wherever you want
to give a good buffer between you and the next person. Even on
the hottest days, the early evening sun is low enough so that
sitting outside has been nice. Nicer still is seeing my brothers
and sisters in Christ. If you haven't been back yet, join us
Sunday night at 7 pm. Come as you are.
I hope the predictions and the science are wrong and that
we'll see each other by Thanksgiving or maybe Christmas but
until then, may God hold you in the palms of his hands.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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In the Spotlight.....Cindy Holman
This month, the spotlight is on our Fellowship Trustee, Cindy Holman. As Fellowship
Trustee, Cindy is responsible for coordinating and assisting with our many fellowship events,
meals, and special event hospitality. Cindy is a gifted baker and cook, and has helped with
many of our food-related events for years!
Cindy is married to Russ Holman and is the mother of Emily, Molly and RJ. As a life long
Lutheran, Cindy is active in our congregation in many ways, especially as the face of the Annual
Strawberry Fest. Thanks in great part to her efforts, the fest is always a big success.
Cindy works for the NY State Court of Appeals (Pastor Meyer blessed the Court of
Appeals Bible). Since all three of the kids are in college this fall, Cindy hopes to tackle some
projects at home in the coming months. The Christmas Jar Project is one of her favorites at
church and she plans on keeping it and the Message of Hope going in the coming year. We
are so grateful that Cindy finds time to serve the Lord here at Our Redeemer. Thanks and God
Bless you Cindy!

Calling all Youth!
The Youth Gathering is postponed for a year - sam e place, sam e schedule,
different year. But that can't stop us from m eeting!
The three PDs still want to get us all together, safely, for som e fun and getting
to know each other. W e'll m eet at Collins Park on Sunday, Septem ber 20 th at
2 pm for 1 - 1 ½ hours. Please let your PD know if you are available that day!
I can give rides hom e if that would be helpful. This is open to all Confirm ation
Class youth and older. Event m ight change based on the weather...
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A Message From the Pastor
So. It isn't over yet.
We all hoped. We prayed. We wore
masks and distanced and washed our hands.
Even Frank Novak stopped hugging and
shaking hands with people! I truly thought
we'd have to duct tape his arms to his sides!
New York is in much better shape regarding
the Coronavirus than many other places in our
country right now. Dire predictions of what
could happen in the future still abound! Get
your flu shots early, so that virus is less likely
to slow you down this fall or winter.
We have made changes to our worship
for during this COVID-19 time. No singing.
Shortened liturgy. We have managed to keep
sharing Holy Communion, and Pass the
Peace with a hearty wave! That has gone
well!
We will continue to worship at 10 am
THROUGH SEPTEMBER. We'll make a few
changes to the liturgy, but we won't go to two
services until at least October. Our Sunday
evening services will continue outside for a
time too! We'll meet outside at 7 pm on
August 30th and September 6th, then move it to
6 pm for the rest of September. We'll move
indoors if it is storming or really cold. All are
welcome to either of these services.
Other changes will stay in place for a time.
No fellowship time. Mingling outside in the
driveway or lawn instead of in the Fellowship
Hall over goodies and coffee. Many meetings
via Zoom. We can gather in person, and
some are, and are doing so carefully.
Plans for the Sunday School year are
underway. Phone calls trying to arrange a
schedule that everyone will be comfortable
with are being made. Same with Confirmation
classes. Bible Studies are continuing, and
ACES will resume later in September as well.
Watch the bulletin for details, or call the
church office.

I am feeling better about our "living
carefully, not fearfully." Groups that use our
facility are wiping down tables. We're being
careful as we continue to serve Jesus. And
that is a good thing!
Some are still staying at home on
Sundays because of health issues of their own
or someone in their household. That is a
good thing too!
We have our worship
live-streamed, and is available after the fact
for those who worship later in the week. We
still have some who are not connected to the
internet, so I offer home communion visits for
those who are willing and interested in them.
Just let me know.
We are expanding our on-line presence
and "classes." Pastor Dustin Wright at
Messiah and Pastor Deron Milleville at Good
Shepherd and I are offering classes that will
be shared with members of all three
congregations! Look for an article here in this
newsletter with the topics, descriptions, and
Zoom links. They all are only 5 weeks long,
and can be a good addition to your fall
schedules.
As we move into the fall, we will expand
our programming and events here at Our
Redeemer. We will miss things that are
cancelled for this year (like the German Fest).
We can celebrate those things that we can do,
whether it is via the internet or gathering
outside with others. Fall is a great time to do
that!
Stay connected with one another. Pray
diligently. Worship often. Make phone calls.
Send emails or even-gasp!-letters! Make sure
you see another human's face at least every
day. And know, no matter what you see or
hear or feel, that Jesus walks with us each
day, giving us the peace and comfort we need
for that day. See you in Church! Or on-line!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
Are you a risk taker? We
all are, in some ways. Some are
more willing to jump off a bridge
with a bungee cord attached, or go
skydiving, or zip-lining. When we do those
things, there is an element of danger or fear,
but the odds are in our favor that nothing bad
will happen to us. It can be even thrilling!
Never would you think about the risks of
going to the supermarket. Usually the parking
lot is the most dangerous place! But in
COVID-19 times, we have to factor "risks" that
we have no way of measuring against the
potential outcomes. Too many people saying
too many different things! We either stay
home isolated, or throw caution to the wind
and go out and about. Most of us fall in the
middle somewhere, limiting our outings to
those in which we feel safe.
All this thinking and considering makes
our brains tired! It can cause us to be
confused, or paralyze our decision-making, or
cause us to just not care anymore. If you are
feeling any of these, give yourself time and
space. Take a deep breath. Consider your
needs. Wear a mask. And be careful.
Careful, not fearful. Don't measure yourself by
what others are doing, for you don't know their
health concerns or who they are listening to
for guidance. Don't drive yourself crazy over
this!
If you do feel less able to make decisions
or keep track of what is going on around you,
please talk to your primary care physician
immediately. That's one decision that is
always good!

Uncharted Territory
The unprecedented conditions
COVID-19 has brought about has
given us some familiar terms to
describe our novel situation.
People often speak of the “new
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normal.” That’s rather challenging to people
like myself who were still getting adjusted to
the “old normal!” Another phrase I’ve heard a
lot is “uncharted territory.” Indeed, the year
2020 has seen all of us here at Our Redeemer
wrestle with the uncharted territory emanating
from the virus. We went four months without
an in-person church service at all. Even with
the resumption of in-person services things
are much different. Our sanctuary now only
accommodates about 25 people for a worship
service, and whoever heard of a Lutheran
service without singing? Truly, this year has
been uncharted territory for us all.
So how has this novel situation influenced
our stewardship? Well, when faced with new
and puzzling circumstances that bring
changes to our lives there is a natural human
tendency to “hunker down” and become
withdrawn. And it is natural for our purse
strings to become tight in uncertain situations,
as we wonder what the future may hold for us.
After all, we never know the perils that may
lurk in uncharted territory!
The message of the Bible is, however,
quite different. Consider Joshua, who God
called, after the death of Moses, to lead the
Israelites into the promised land of Canaan.
This was truly uncharted territory. Now you
may ask: How could it be uncharted? Wasn’t
Canaan the land of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob? True, but the Bible tells us that the
Israelites had spent 400 years in Egypt. By
way of reference, 2020 marks the 400th
anniversary of the Pilgrims landing in America.
Think of how America has changed since
then! The land the Israelites were returning to
was far different from the one their ancestors
had left four centuries earlier. The Israelites
must have been apprehensive about what
awaited them.
Nevertheless, God told Joshua this: “Be
strong and of good courage; do not be afraid,
nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) God is
telling us the same thing today. Whatever
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uncertainties the virus puts in our way, we can
move forward with confidence. And this
pertains to our stewardship as well. We can
give with the assurance that God is telling us
the same thing that he told Joshua: “I will not
leave you nor forsake you.” (Joshua 1:5)
What better promise is there than this?
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Soon and Very Soon
No, not the wonderful
hymn, but soon - a couple of
Outreach programs will be
taking off. As usual we begin
programs in September, and
we hope to create or continue two programs
beginning at that time, perhaps in a different
format due to COVID-19.
One would be arranging for a speaker or
two this fall, probably on Zoom. One topic
might be on the best practices for living with
COVID-19, or another health related topic. Do
you have an idea? Let us know through
Pastor Dan, Melissa or myself.
The other would be a program designed
to give a place for support and prayer.
Perhaps a Comfort Zone with psalms, poetry
and prayers. We would do this weekly on
Zoom with different hosts. It would be a fun
way to offer some peaceful activities in this
hectic and unusual period of time. It would
also be a way to share thoughts on present
day issues. Nothing formal, but with some
structure. What we need from you is an idea
of the best time to do an hour together or
perhaps two half hour sessions weekly.
We hope to do a modified Halloween
Cocoa House, but it depends on the
conditions of the virus in October. Remember,
every day is an opportunity to tell another
person about Jesus. We do this outreach to
others by speaking of Jesus or sharing his
love through helping others. In our loving
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congregation, there are always ways people
are reaching out to one another. That is what
makes Our Redeemer such a terrific place to
be!
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

From the Fellowship Trustee
Are you like me and missing
fellowship time at church? We
are in the planning stages of
being able to offer up Virtual
Coffee Fellowship opportunities
via Zoom. Once we have made those plans,
we will email the Zoom link to everyone. You
can grab a beverage and a snack and we’ll
catch up with each other. Since I'm not a
techie - ask anyone in my house - Melissa or
Pastor Dan will get the group started and then
we can break off into smaller groups - like
tables in the Fellowship Hall. I'm looking
forward to seeing you!
Is anyone up for a game of “Who Did It?”
I want to try to keep all of us connected while
we are apart. Send an email to the church
(orlc@nycap.rr.com) and tell me something
fun or unusual you have done over the
quarantine and these socially distant times. I
will add them to my Messenger Voice article
next month - you try to figure out “Who Did It?”
- and the following month I will let you know if
you guessed correctly.
Do you have any other ideas on how to
keep us all connected? Please let me know.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

From our Property Trustee
The Property Committee met August 20th.
We created a list of things to get done before
winter sets in. Our next meeting will be
September 17th at 7 pm if you would like to
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join our team and help with the work around
the church.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

Lutherans Study the Bible!
More and more during the year of COVID19, we're all realizing Christ's Church is so, so
much more than buildings and individual
congregations. As one way we're living into
this new world together, Messiah, Good
Shepherd and Our Redeemer Lutheran
Churches are teaming up to offer three
different options for Bible Study this fall. Each
course will be offered at the same time five
weeks in a row beginning on the dates listed
below. We hope folks will be able to choose
a time and subject that particularly calls to
them and that folks from all our congregations
will get to know each other better. Some
courses will be offered with an in-person
option while all courses will have a virtual
option. If successful, we may continue
offering similar faith formation opportunities in
the months ahead!
The Preacher Still Speaks:
A Look at Ecclesiastes 3 NOT at a Funeral!
Led by Pastor Dan May
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
103 S. Reynolds Street, Scotia
Beginning Sunday, September 27th; 7 pm
Click Here for the Zoom Link!
Let's look at Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and listen to
those words while thinking about our current
lives and situation. What does this say about
life and death, COVID-19, social justice, or our
upcoming election? Please let Pastor Dan
know you're interested ahead of time for this
hybrid in-person and virtual offering at
orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com if you'd like to
participate!
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The Most Popular Sermon Ever Given:
The Sermon on the Mount
Led by Pastor Deron Milleville
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
547 Saratoga Road in Glenville, New York
Beginning Monday, September 28th; 7 pm
Click Here for the Zoom Link!
Dive into the Biblical background of this
influential message from Matthew 5-7 with
Pastor Deron! Each session will have a video
to begin our discussions! This is a hybrid
in-person and virtual offering. Please give
Pastor Deron a heads up at:
pastorderon@goodshepherdglenville.com
if you'd like to participate!

The Prophets: Then and Now
Led by Pastor Dustin Wright
Messiah Lutheran Church, Schenectady
Beginning Wed., September 30th; 11 am
Click Here for the Zoom link!
Grounded in Abraham Heschel's classic work
"The Prophets," Pastor Dustin leads us
through a five part course on the prophets of
Hebrew Bible from a joint Christian/Jewish
perspective. After an introductory day on the
prophetic tradition with local Jewish leaders,
we'll spend an hour each week digging into
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and The Twelve in
that order. All days will also connect the
issues the prophets were speaking about with
contemporary social justice issues of our time.
Only an NRSV Bible is needed and
participants without Zoom capabilities can also
call-in by dialing 1-929-205-6099, putting in
Meeting ID 96312464865 and then pressing #.
This is a virtual only offering. Please give
Pastor Dustin a heads up at:
pastor@messiahschenectady.org if you'd like
to participate!
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What’s New in
ACES?
Due to COVID-19, we’ve had a long
hiatus in ACES, which is the acronym for our
Adult Christian Education Series. Inasmuch
as the virus has caused a long break in ACES,
it’s only fitting that our first topic is “Faith and
COVID.” How has the virus affected you
personally? Have you been able to grow in
your faith? Has it influenced the way you think
of Our Redeemer? How do you see our
church moving forward? We’ll be exploring
these and many other topics starting after the
10 am service on September 20th, with ACES
moving to between services when we resume
having two Sunday morning services. Feel
free to join us!
Fred Hutchison

WELCA
Our Women of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America group was originally
scheduled to meet September 1st. Please
note the rescheduled time of Tuesday,
September 8th at 6:30 pm at church. All
women are invited to gather for refreshment
and fellowship, to pray, to discuss our faith
and what these last months of isolation have
meant to us. Future meetings will be:
October 6th
November 3rd (Election Day Bake Sale)
December 1st (Advent/Holiday gathering)
Please contact Mary Rainey or Linda
DeBraccio with any questions.

Depending on the weather, I'd like to gather
at Our Redeemer outside on Friday,
September 18th at 1 pm for refreshment and
discussion of the book All the Ways We Said
Goodbye. If the weather does not cooperate,
we will meet in the Fellowship Hall. We can
then plan for our next book and meeting time
and place.
Mary Rainey

Christmas Jars
Update
When we started
our Christmas Jars last
winter, no one expected
the way the world has changed because of
COVID-19. Has your jar past the half-way
mark? Last month, I suggested some ways
were we could find some coins to keep filling
our jars. The Holman jar has gotten to the
point where I have made my first heart from
a paper bill. I watched a YouTube video - it
was actually very easy. Then, I was trying to
figure out where some extra paper money
might appear to make more hearts. It was
almost like I just had to focus on how - and
the answer came to me!! I came into some
cash for completing a survey and then I got a
letter saying a small refund check I was owed
last year was never cashed so a new check
is on its way. These amounts aren't very
large but could make a huge difference in
someone else's life. Keep thinking of who
could benefit from your Christmas Jar and
remember to keep the message of love and
HOPE going!
Cindy Holman

Book Club Returns
We cancelled our March
gathering due to COVID-19 and
the world has changed all the
things we have taken for granted.
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Lutheran World Relief
Matching Gift Challenge

flash of a moment. This is how we show that
we understand our many blessings and
God's directive to serve and love others as
ourselves.
If you would like to take part in the
matching challenge, please mark your
offering envelope "LWR Matching Gift
Challenge" and the amount you would like to
give. Once we fully meet the challenge, the
$1,200+ gift will be sent directly to LWR.
Your offering will appear on your ORLC
giving statement.

As many of you know, each year Lutheran
World Relief (LWR) sends out notices with
ideas on kits to help people around the
country and around the world to
congregations, women's groups, and Sunday
schools. Our Redeemer as a congregation, as
a Women of the ELCA group, and as a
Sunday School group have all participated in
creating kits, making quilts, tying fleeces,
creating school kits, and all manner of other
kits to relieve the suffering of God's people in
need. We have all now heard of the terrible
explosion which took away practically the
whole port of the city of Beirut. A notice from
LWR sent to churches said, "Three containers
of quilts and kits were stationed at the port of
Beirut, en route to families hit hard by the
country's economic crisis - including Syrian
refugee families." Three containers worth of
warmth, and learning, and health care were all
destroyed.
What can we do? We will work together
to create more kits, more quilts, and more
fleece blankets, but what LWR needs right
now is money. Our Redeemer is setting up a
collection fund for a swift response to this
horrible situation.
A member of the
congregation has offered a matching
challenge associated with this fund-raising
effort. Funds will be matched up to $600.
We know that people are always asking for
money for this or that, but we are asking for all
those voiceless people, those people who
have lost their homes and livelihood in the

Did You Know?
The SiCM Food Pantry
would love those extra
calendars we receive but
cannot use. They are handed
out during the intake process, and some
guests even come in specifically looking for
calendars. Please place your extras in the
SiCM food basket in the Fellowship Hall, and
we will deliver them for you.
The SiCM Pantry is also in need of
empty bottles (ex. plastic 20 oz. soda bottles,
or other small bottles or containers) that can
be used to make dish detergent go further.
They use the bottles to "break down"
detergent so they can provide it to more
families. The labels do not need to be
removed. Please drop those donations in the
food basket in the Fellowship Hall as well.
Thanks for your support.

If you have prayer requests, please call the
church at (518) 393-5031 or email Pastor
Dan at orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com. Let us
know if you would like the prayers included
during worship &/or shared with the Prayer
Chain. Thank You!!
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Birthdays

9/01
9/01
9/01
9/02
9/03
9/04
9/04
9/05
9/05
9/06
9/11
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/19
9/20
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/29
9/30

Mackenzie Chapman
Nora Guzewich
Dan O'Connor
Janette Wood
Izabella Riegel
Doug Ives
Peter Nowak
Norman Dion
Linda Nowak
Stephen Hutchison
Thomas Schettine
Connor Weatherwax
Emma Riegel
Betty Brown
Glenn Adams
Peter Guzewich
Janice Walz
Roseann Flanders
Kathy Salerno
Michael Taylor
Cameron McKenna
Ken Larsen
Chris Stecher
Ruth Stecher
Susan Rainey
Doris Hering

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
Bread of Life Food Pantry
at Messiah Lutheran Church
thanks us for the financial gift
in the amount of $636.45
from the Ruth Brisee
Bequest.
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SiCM Food Pantry thanks us
for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected during the month of
June totaling $93.33.

We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent Choice
totaling $71.00! We would
like to thank Liam Meyer for
directing his Choice Dollars
to our church.

Alice Hokenson would like to
thank everyone for the
prayers, cards, visits and
phone calls she received
upon the passing of her
husband Jules.

To all in our Church Family
who could use a hug.
Close your eyes,
feel the squeeze!!!

Pastoral Acts
Tom Clas was laid to rest at
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in
East Greenbush on August
13, 2020.

We live stream our services
at 10 am Sunday mornings.
If you aren’t able to “attend”
the live stream, you can view
the recorded service from the
beginning any time after the
service has concluded. You
can also enjoy a Virtual
Hymn Sing live stream at
11:30 am Sunday mornings.
Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
ORLC Scotia on YouTube
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September at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Sept 3 Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Sept 8 WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
Sept 15 Council Meeting; 7 pm
Sept 17 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Sept 18 Book Club Meeting; 1 pm
Sept 25 Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:00 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Sept 22 Defensive Driving Course (6-9 pm)
Sept 23 Defensive Driving Course (6-9 pm)
(Must attend BOTH evenings!!)
Deadlines
Sept 5 Council Meeting Reports Due
Sept 20 October Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
No Men’s Group meeting in September

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
September 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(In-person & via Zoom)
September 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th
ACES ~ Sundays; Approx. 10:45 am
Resumes September 20th

Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
Corona virus required limitations. All meetings and
events will be decided on a case by case basis.

Defensive Driving Course
Dates:
September 22nd & 23rd
Time:
6 - 9 pm
Location:
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
103 S. Reynolds Street, Scotia
Details:
This is a DMV approved six-hour defensive driving program sponsored by the Empire Safety
Council. Participants are required to bring their NYS Driver's License, a pen and MUST attend
both evenings to complete the course requirements and receive credit. Class size will be limited
due to social distancing - mask/facial covering will be required by all participants.
The course fee is $32. Advanced registration and payment is required no later than Wednesday,
September 16th. (Please make checks payable to Armand Canestraro.) For more details or to
register, contact Melissa at the church (518) 393-5031.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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