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Happy Autumn! Another season has come and gone without
much to show for it but that's enough about the virus. I hope you
had a good summer. If the last few days is any indication, we are
in for a chilly fall!
I've mentioned in the last few Messenger Voice articles that
Pastor Dan and the Council would like to know what you are
interested in since so much of what we have grown used to and
love has been put on hold. I have an idea I shared with Pastor but
I’m not sure if anyone else would be interested.
If you've read my articles or know me, you know I love music
and I really enjoy listening to and singing Contemporary Christian
Music (CCM). It's probably my Catholic upbringing. You know the
saying "Singing is praying twice." When I logged into YouTube one
day, I discovered Maverick City Musicians. They call their music a
cross between CCM and Gospel and the musicians are a diverse
group of people. If you have time and enjoy different types of
music, look them up on YouTube. Start with Doxology and
Communion. Then listen to Fill the Room and The Refiner. Many
of the songs are pretty simple. There's a lot of repetition in them
but I find them beautiful.
I would love to get a socially
distanced/masked group together for a sing-a-long. These are
songs you can listen to, read along with or sing softly in a group. If
you know Maverick City Music, or you check them out, please email
or text me and let me know what you think.
I would be remiss if I didn't say that I miss seeing so many
of you! It's so hard keeping in touch. Pray for an end to the virus
and the restrictions especially for those who haven't been able to
see family in months because they are in a home or because of
other health concerns. May our good God bless you all and protect
you while we are kept apart.

Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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In the Spotlight.....Linda DeBraccio
Linda was appointed to serve as our Education Trustee and will be responsible for
working with Pastor, Sunday School teacher Sharon Mehigan, and the rest of the Sunday School
staff to see that our Christian Education program is working well!
Linda was born on Long Island where she attended a Lutheran Church until she went
off to college in the Finger Lakes area, where she met Gregg. Linda and Gregg have been
married for 30 years and have one child, Alex, who we have watched grow into a fine young
man. Linda worked in the banking industry for 17 years before she shifted gears and began
working for the County Clerk's Office for the past 3 ½ years. She loves to travel.....just not this
year!!

If you have prayer requests, please call the church at (518) 393-5031
or email Pastor Dan at orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com. Let us know if you
would like the prayers included during worship &/or shared with the
Prayer Chain. Thank You!!
The Messenger's Voice
is published monthly
(except for combined June/July &
December/January editions)

by
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130 S. Reynolds Street
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A Message From the Pastor
I often joke with Melissa and others when
they (rarely) drop the ball with something:
"Good help is hard to find." They usually
follow that by looking at me and saying, "Yes,
it is." I also often say that few people respond
to general invitations in the bulletin or
newsletter. However. I am going to ignore my
own advice, knowing there ARE good and
talented people in our congregation who
would be extremely glad to speak up and help
with some of these needs. Don't be shy!
ORLC's Help Wanted Ads:
COVID-19 has postponed many of our
ministries - but not all! Some of our folks can't
come out because of health concerns. So,
let's take the Church to them! I would like us
to create videos of our church at work! We
still do ministry, and should publicize and
celebrate that work! If you are interested in
doing some "filming" (who uses film anymore,
right?), or have a ministry we're doing that
could be filmed, email or call the church office!
We currently have two people who know
how to run the live stream for our Sunday
Worship and hymn sing. We would like to
have additional volunteers trained....just in
case!! There are instructions that walk you
through it, along with training offered. Want to
help with that on occasion? Call the office!
Worship together is continuing for now.
Our outside service days are numbered (cold,
dark, etc.). Do you have idea for what we can
do with an alternate time/place for worship?
Share those ideas with me - I'm lovin' the
colder temps, but I know others won't!
We have begun a new ministry to reach
out to those we haven't seen at worship. We
try to keep in touch via email, live stream, and
the newsletter. We have already recruited
volunteers for this ministry. We just wanted to
let you know that you might get a call from a
sister or brother here. It's because we care!

The Property Committee has been hard at
work this year, as usual. You have seen the
gardens and will soon see the air conditioners
in the sanctuary are gone and the openings
closed in. There are more projects to do! If
you are interested in helping with one or more,
talk with Chuck Cox. He'll show you a list and
get you going!
Book Club. Women of the ELCA. Bible
Study.
Fellowship, Outreach, and other
committees. All these existing things could
use YOU! You are invited!
Invited. Inviting. Such nice words.
Sounds warm and fuzzy. Yet we freeze when
we think about inviting others to worship. I
heard a story the other day about a woman
who helped start a Lutheran congregation
where she used to live. Upon moving here,
she stopped by Our Redeemer a few times
when no one was here. Then...someone from
the Reformed church invited her to worship.
And that's where she continues to worship. All
it took was a simple invitation. No conversion
or explaining church doctrine or showing
Biblical expertise! You know people: ones
who are new to the area, maybe in your
family, maybe even your long-time neighbor.
Invite them. Celebrate with them if they have
a church home. Bring them with you if they
don't. It's that easy! Really! No kidnaping
involved. I'd suggest that, but it's a felony….
Do you see something around Our
Redeemer that you'd like to do? Do you see
a need in the community that would be
something we could address? Speak up! As
it used to say on the busses: “See
Something? Say Something!” Your voice,
your ears, your feet and hands and hearts can
be about the work of Jesus in so many ways!
See you in Church! Or on-line!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
This is a difficult topic, so be
prepared. Our Bishop sent us
Pastors an article about how many
pastors are "falling on their own
swords" and committing suicide these days.
An alarming number have done so or have
thought about it. This isn't trending with just
clergy either. COVID-19, the political mess
our government is, racial justice protests, gun
violence, family conflicts, and other stressors
are bringing many to the breaking point. It is
a scary time indeed!
If you feel your mental health is
challenged, or if you have any-ANY-suicidal
thoughts, reach out for help right away. Call
your Pastor, 911, or a good friend and name
it. Tell them what you are feeling or thinking.
Help isn't far away. All this chaos will pass.
God is good even when we feel neck deep in
the muck and mire of life.
Help is close by! You can call the
National Suicide Prevention Hotline at
800-273-8255. You can text HOME to 741741
from anywhere in the United States, anytime.
Congress recently approved a three-digit
number you can call from anywhere as a
suicide hotline. It 's not in service yet, but it
goes to show how important getting help is!
And as always, be careful, not fearful.
Don't measure yourself by what others are
doing, for you don't know their story or who
they are listening to for guidance. If you do
feel less able to make healthy decisions or
keep track of what is going on around you,
please talk to your primary care physician
immediately. That's one decision that is
always good!

Reaching Others...
Throughout the World!!
As a SAM (Synodically Authorized
Minister), what we used to call conference
deacons, it has been my honor to visit and
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preside in several small Lutheran churches
spread over the more rural areas. Although
many members of these congregations are
staying home in a safe place to worship online
(like many of our members), it has been a joy
to bring God's word to the hungry members
who attend church in-person. Hungry for the
special feelings of gathering in the Lord's
name and with people they have known and
worked with on projects for many years,
perhaps.
What was heart warming to see was that
the spirit has moved many of these
congregations to hold their worship, fund
raising and community events in creative ways
to ensure safety, but still do God's work. Our
Redeemer has the same opportunities. We
recently had a matching fund raising
opportunity for Lutheran World Relief to help
those in need following the explosion in Beirut
back in August. We are pleased to announce
that we met and exceeded the matching gift
challenge. We will be sending over $1,800
total to help in this region. We are also
creating a broad communication network to
keep members in touch with each other.
Several in-person or ZOOM events are being
talked about. God continues to work in this
time of careful disease precautions.

Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

From the Property Trustee
The Property Committee has been busy.
One of the AC's has been removed from the
sanctuary and by the time this newsletter is
published, the other should be out too.
We have grass growing were the tree was
removed. LED lights have been installed in
the Area of Refuge. We have also started to
pressure wash the outside of the church.
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The two air conditioning
units that were removed
from the sanctuary are
looking for a good home.
If you are in need of a
FREE air conditioner for your house or camp,
come take a look.
We are always looking for help around the
church, so if you have a little time and would
like to join our team, please contact me.
October 24th will be a work day at church. All
are welcome. Many hands make light work.
The more the merrier. Thanks to all who have
helped with the work that has been done.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

Uncharted Territory
(Part 2)
In last month’s article, I discussed how
COVID-19 has posed unprecedented
circumstances for us at Our Redeemer. In
light of this, I thought it appropriate to make
the theme of this year’s Stewardship
Campaign “Uncharted Territory.” No doubt
about it, the events of the past several months
have brought a host of novel challenges to our
congregation, and Pastor Dan and Melissa are
to be commended for the way they have risen
to meet these challenges. But what about our
stewardship? How has our giving to the
church held up during this difficult time?
Well, the good news is that the sky hasn’t
fallen. Despite all the disruptions we have
experienced since March, our offerings,
through the end of August, have only suffered
an average decrease of about $23/week
compared to last year. A significant reason for
this is the role that electronic giving has
played. Specifically, offerings made by way
of Simply Giving now account for 20.8% of our
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church budget, not counting the donations
made through Simply Giving for World
Hunger, SiCM, the Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry, etc. Moreover, giving through Tithe.ly
now accounts for 2.5% of our offerings, and
three members of the congregation have
arranged to have their offerings made directly
from their bank accounts. Thanks to all who
have made electronic giving a part of their
stewardship, which has the benefits of being
automatic and, in this time of the virus, not
dependent upon church attendance.
Let us all remember, however, that we still
have challenges ahead of us. We are still
behind our budget for the year, and, on top of
this, some members of the congregation have
already paid their annual pledge. We need
every member of Our Redeemer to do his or
her part if the church is going to meet its
budget for 2020. Please keep this in mind as
we enter our Stewardship Campaign!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Christian Education
A huge thank you to all the people who
help with Christian Education at Our
Redeemer, from Nursery to ACES, you have
all worked so hard to bring learning back
despite COVID-19 restrictions! Please check
the calendar if you have children in Sunday
School or Confirmation classes for the most
up-to-date information.
Thanks to Fred
Hutchison and Pastor Dan, the adults can
continue their Christian Education too with
ACES on Sunday mornings and Bible Study
on Wednesdays. Please no hugs, but if you
see one of our teachers, feel free to thank
them!
We also hope to offer some online videos
for all ages to enjoy. I would like a little help
with this project. One of the requests was to
post a few "Children's Sermons." (Guess who
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was asked to do that!?!?) Do you have any
topics that would be especially relevant right
now? Are there scripture passages that ACES
or Bible Study or Sunday School are learning?
Should something be posted about the
upcoming liturgical seasons? I'd love to hear
any suggestions - just stick a note in the
"Education" mailbox or see me at church. In
a world that seems to change every day, I am
glad to have my amazing church family and an
ever-present, loving God!
Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee

From the Fellowship Trustee
We are planning a “Grab and
Go” Fellowship on Reformation
Sunday (October 25th) for both
services. Please plan to stop by
our station to get your beverage
and snack to go. Of course, this will be
different from our normal coffee fellowship
between services.
Further details and
instructions will be available in the
announcements before Reformation Sunday.
If you have a November
Birthday, you are getting an extra
special treat! Celebration Sunday
will be starting up again the first
Sunday in November. Please join
us to celebrate all church family birthdays that
day. Specific details will be provided in future
announcements.
Our next Fellowship Committee meeting
will be October 15th at 6:30 pm. We have
planning to do for our winter fellowship event
and would love to have everyone who is
interested join us.

Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee
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Planning Fall & Winter Worship
Opportunities
For those who are attending the outdoor
services later in the day, your feedback would
be helpful. As the days become shorter and
the weather becomes colder, we would like to
know who would be willing to attend a second
service in the sanctuary. What times would
you be willing to attend? A traditional 2nd
service at 11 am or begin holding services in
the sanctuary later in the day? Please send
your responses to orlc@nycap.rr.com. Your
feedback is greatly appreciated.
Dave Hahn
Worship & Music Trustee

Social Ministry Update
“Autumn Leaves”……ah, my gram's
favorite song and season. It's a toss up for
me. I love the arrival of spring and the new
growth, but the change of seasons, especially
fall, the crisp fresh air, pretty foliage is why I
love this place! Maybe not the snow so much
except during the Christmas season but then
Spring never gets here early enough! Oh my!
Enough babble!!
THANK YOU to all who
made donations to help with
the Lutheran World Relief
effort in Beirut. As mentioned,
the three containers of quilts/kits were
destroyed in the explosion there. We more
than met the match for this challenge. With
this generous donation, items of need can
begin to be purchased immediately and gotten
to the people suffering from that disaster.
For those in need in Schenectady County,
the SiCM Food Pantry is open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 9-11:30. Bring
ID for every person who needs food. The last
Thursday of the month is Mass Distribution
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Day which is open to everyone - no ID
needed. The pantry pick-ups are run like the
food distributions we see on TV, in that, only
one person is served at a time outside and
everyone wears masks.
Many thanks for all the donations of
health and beauty aides. As you might be
aware, these cannot be purchased with food
stamps. The toothpaste, bar and hand soaps,
and shampoos are much appreciated. Keep
them coming, please!
As each day, week, month flies by, we're
still doing God's work however we can. We
are still delivering sandwich materials to
Bethesda House. We are waiting to hear
more about the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen.
I am reviewing the Time and Talent list for
Social Ministries, so if you signed up to be part
of our Social Ministries team, don't be
surprised if you get a phone call from me!
We’re looking forward to new ideas that we
can bring to Our Redeemer. Keep your ringer
on. I'll leave a message if you aren't available,
you can call me back. God bless and stay
safe!
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will get to know each other better. Some
courses will be offered with an in-person
option while all courses will have a virtual
option. If successful, we may continue
offering similar faith formation opportunities in
the months ahead!

The Preacher Still Speaks:
A Look at Ecclesiastes 3 NOT at a Funeral!
Led by Pastor Dan May
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
103 S. Reynolds Street, Scotia
Beginning Sunday, September 27th; 7 pm
Click Here for the Zoom Link!
Let's look at Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and listen to
those words while thinking about our current
lives and situation. What does this say about
life and death, COVID-19, social justice, or our
upcoming election? Please let Pastor Dan
know you're interested ahead of time for this
hybrid in-person and virtual offering at
pstrdan88@gmail.com if you'd like to
participate!

Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Lutherans Study the Bible!
More and more during the year of COVID19, we're all realizing Christ's Church is so, so
much more than buildings and individual
congregations. As one way we're living into
this new world together, Messiah, Good
Shepherd and Our Redeemer Lutheran
Churches are teaming up to offer three
different options for Bible Study this fall. Each
course will be offered at the same time five
weeks in a row beginning on the dates listed
below. We hope folks will be able to choose
a time and subject that particularly calls to
them and that folks from all our congregations

The Most Popular Sermon Ever Given:
The Sermon on the Mount
Led by Pastor Deron Milleville
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
547 Saratoga Road in Glenville, New York
Beginning Monday, September 28th; 7 pm
Click Here for the Zoom Link!
Dive into the Biblical background of this
influential message from Matthew 5-7 with
Pastor Deron! Each session will have a video
to begin our discussions! This is a hybrid
in-person and virtual offering. Please give
Pastor Deron a heads up at:
pastorderon@goodshepherdglenville.com
if you'd like to participate!
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The Prophets: Then and Now
Led by Pastor Dustin Wright
Messiah Lutheran Church, Schenectady
Beginning Wed., September 30th; 11 am
Click Here for the Zoom link!
Grounded in Abraham Heschel's classic work
"The Prophets," Pastor Dustin leads us
through a five part course on the prophets of
Hebrew Bible from a joint Christian/Jewish
perspective. After an introductory day on the
prophetic tradition with local Jewish leaders,
we'll spend an hour each week digging into
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and The Twelve in
that order. All days will also connect the
issues the prophets were speaking about with
contemporary social justice issues of our time.
Only an NRSV Bible is needed and
participants without Zoom capabilities can also
call-in by dialing 1-929-205-6099, putting in
Meeting ID 96312464865 and then pressing #.
This is a virtual only offering. Please give
Pastor Dustin a heads up at:
pastor@messiahschenectady.org if you'd like
to participate!

and staying six feet apart but still sharing
God's Good News and enjoying each others
company. No need to let us know in advance
- we'd just love to see you there!
Linda DeBraccio
Mary Rainey

Christmas Jars Update
I am happy to report that the Holman
Christmas Jar is almost full. We had a very
good household discussion about who to gift
our jar to. I urge you all to start that
conversation now so you have a plan. We
haven’t made a final decision yet as there are
so many people who come to mind that could
benefit from the Message of Hope.
We have a preliminary plan to hold
another Christmas Jar fellowship again in
January. Please save a jar to decorate to use
in sharing your Message of Hope in 2021!
Cindy Holman

What’s New in
ACES?
Our topic, “Faith and COVID” will continue
through October. How has the virus affected
you personally? Have you been able to grow
in your faith? Has it influenced the way you
think of Our Redeemer? How do you see our
church moving forward? We’ll be exploring
these and many other topics in-person after
the 10 am service. Feel free to join us!
Fred Hutchison

WELCA
Please join us for our next WELCA
meeting on Tuesday, October 6th in the
Fellowship Hall. We will be wearing masks

Book Club
Betty Cristiano will host the
next Book Club meeting on Friday,
November 20th at 1 pm. The
location is TBD. She has chosen
The Giver of Stars, by Jojo Moyes.
Here is a short description of this
book:
The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes is a
historical fiction story about the Packhorse
Librarians of Kentucky, a group of five women
who travel through a large region of the
mountainous state delivering books to rural
residents, through a program inspired by
Eleanor Roosevelt. These women endure
several challenges along the way, facing
racism and sexism, as well as the hardships of
small-town life.
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A Couple Reminders
Birthdays

10/03
10/08
10/09
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/18
10/18
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/29
10/29

Patti Kopach
Cindy Weatherwax
Joseph Flanders
Emily Mehigan
Kayla Mehigan
Joseph Bellomo
Debra Jablonski
Guy Bassi
Christine McKenna
Ryan O'Connor
Anita Walther
Lauren Mehigan
Keith McKenna
Renny Tallman
Sandye Friedman
Cindy Holman
Alex DeBraccio
Dorothy Skomp

We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent Choice
totaling $33.00! We would
like to thank Dan & Grace
O’Connor for directing their
Choice Dollars to our church.

We live stream our services
at 10 am Sunday mornings.
If you aren’t able to “attend”
the live stream, you can view
the recorded service from the
beginning any time after the
service has concluded. You
can also enjoy a Virtual
Hymn Sing live stream at
11:30 am Sunday mornings.

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
SiCM Food Pantry thanks us
for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected during the month of
July totaling $91.33.

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Reformation Sunday is
October 25th.
Wear RED for
Reformation!

All Saints Sunday is
November 1st.

Please share names of those
who have passed from this
life to their heavenly one by
October 25th so that we can
remember them at worship.
We'll also have special
candle lighting at worship that
day. Come and take part!
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October at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Oct 3
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 6
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 15
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 20
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Oct 23
Messenger’s Voice mailing; 11:00 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Oct 25
Reformation Sunday; WEAR RED!!
Oct 27
Defensive Driving Course (6-9 pm)
Oct 28
Defensive Driving Course (6-9 pm)
(Must attend BOTH evenings!!)
Deadlines
Oct 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Oct 18
October Messenger’s Voice Deadline

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
No Men’s Group meeting in October

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
October 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(In-person & via Zoom)
October 14th, 21st & 28th
ACES ~ Sundays; Approx. 10:45 am
October 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th

Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
Corona virus required limitations. All meetings and
events will be decided on a case by case basis.

Defensive Driving Course
Dates:
October 27th & 28th
Time:
6 - 9 pm
Location:
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
103 S. Reynolds Street, Scotia
Details:
This is a DMV approved six-hour defensive driving program sponsored by the Empire Safety
Council. Participants are required to bring their NYS Driver's License, a pen and MUST attend
both evenings to complete the course requirements and receive credit. Class size will be limited
due to social distancing - mask/facial covering will be required by all participants.
The course fee is $32. Advanced registration and payment is required no later than Wednesday,
September 16th. (Please make checks payable to Armand Canestraro.) For more details or to
register, contact Melissa at the church (518) 393-5031.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.

Reform ation Sunday
Don’t Forget to W ear Red!!
October 25 th

Joshua 24:15
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