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November is a time to remember
those who have passed away
especially those who died in the past
year. This November also marks the
somber anniversary of the beginning of
the COVID-19 virus in China. As we
remember our loved ones who have
died, remember all those who have died in the past year
whether from the virus, lack of health care, an act of hatred,
from famine, suicide, or old age.
Remember also, and be grateful for, all the good over
the past year. Offer a prayer of thanksgiving for all you
have even if it's less than you had last year. Holidays will be
different this year but I remain hopeful that things will get
better in time and I am grateful for family and friends.
May the Lord bless you and keep you and may his
face shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord
turn his face to you and give you peace.

Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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In the Spotlight.....Janice Walz
This month we focus on our Outreach Trustee, Janice Walz. As Outreach Trustee,
Janice and her committee are responsible for reaching out to those both within the church
community (especially in these unusual times) and those outside the church community. Janice
also works with the Social Ministry committee to continue some of the quilt and fleece projects.
With her husband, they have chaired the German Fest for several years with the earned funds
supporting our local food ministries. She and Dave have been long time volunteers at the SiCM
food pantry and deliver items donated by members of Our Redeemer to the pantry on a regular
basis. She has also sew and donated over 900 masks during this pandemic.
A "still, small voice" led her to become a Synodically Authorized Minister (SAM), formerly
referred to as a deacon, shortly after her retirement from teaching. She has been honored to
bring God's word to Lutheran churches in many small communities NS TO serve as chairperson
of the SAM Advisory Committee. Janice continues to sing in the choir, serve on the altar guild
and assist pastor as a congregational deacon.
Janice and Dave have been married 50 years!! They sing in Octavo Singers, crew for a
hot-air balloon team and travel to Europe yearly. Janice has served as the assistant director for
the Schenectady Today Show/Ann Parillo Show on Public Access TV. She enjoys ushering
theater events at Proctors, Schenectady Civic and Schenectady Light Opera. Janice has acted
in many theater productions since she is retired. She writes a
letter to the editor of the Gazette every month and will be a poll
worker for this most important election. Other than that, she
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A Message from the Pastor
November, ALREADY!?!?
How did that happen?
While there are still many things going on
around us despite the corona virus, life still
seems to be staggering along. Not running,
not stopped, but staggering.
However. We still gather to be fed by our
Lord. Regularly. Some are here every week.
Some come once every two or three weeks.
Some are still at home on Sundays, but being
fed virtually with the Word!
Our feeding ministries still go one.
Bethesda Sandwich making supplies get
delivered once a month. We'd do meals at
the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen, but they
have changed their plans. We won't have a
meal at our Voter’s Meeting later in
November, but we will meet to talk about the
work we do together in Jesus' name. We will
be feeding others with our presence, our
prayers, our ministries and ministries of the
wider church.
We will have our Day of Fasting for World
Hunger on Thursday, November 19th. We
won't gather for the soup supper at the
church, but we will gather for breaking the fast
together at 6 pm that evening via Zoom. And
maybe all have potato soup together at our
own homes. Watch for details about that!
But wait - there's MORE!! Remember last
year we challenged the congregation to do a
collection of 500 items of food along with
Thrivent? We didn't do 500. It was more like
750! We're going to do that again! You are
asked to bring in food items and place them
on the tables in the Fellowship Hall. They will
be marked so that you can help us with the
sorting. Please have them all in by November
8th! We'll take a picture and send it to
Thrivent, and be in the running for $500 for
the Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry. With your
help we'll do this again!

Thanksgiving for many will be different
this year. We may not travel very far or gather
with as many others around our table. My
siblings have already called off our annual
meal together because too many of us have
health conditions and concerns.
I am
bummed, as we haven't gotten together all
year! Darn virus!
We here at Our Redeemer are feeding
others and each other in so many ways through prayers, sharing books, texts and
emails, reaching out to each other in so many
ways! I have been impressed with how many
of you are taking seriously your calling to care
for one another! Keep up the good work!
The Outreach Committee of Our
Redeemer has begun a new ministry. We are
making phone calls to sisters and brothers
here at the church. We have begun with
those we haven't seen in a while or with those
that could use a check-in on occasion. This
isn't to make you feel bad about not coming to
worship or to pressure you about anything.
We just don't want anyone to fall through the
cracks. So, when you get a call from this
effort, enjoy it! We will be expanding this as
we move into the winter. Thanks to all our
callers (19 of 'em!)!!
COVID-19 might be limiting our contacts
and physical presence with one another, but it
can't stop us from being Jesus people!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
Dementia. Alzheimer's. Forgetfulness.
We hear a lot about these illnesses/behaviors.
Symptoms seem to be worse during the last 6
months due to isolation and disruption of
regular routines. And that applies to all of us!
Mental stimulation is vital to help keep us
sharp. Activities that involve multiple senses
are great, like looking through a photo album
(or making one!). Play games that involve
movement, thought, and strategy. Sudoku,
Hangman, Clue, or Scrabble. Or conquer the
world and play Risk! Go for a walk and look
for things, by playing "I Spy" or having a
scavenger hunt. Create art from collages to
painting to sculpting. The sky is the limit! The
more you do, the less you'll lose!
If you do fear that you are slipping
emotionally or mentally, please call your
health care provider right away. Mental illness
and decreasing abilities are real and should
be addressed.

Good News Amid Challenges
No doubt about it, 2020 has been
a challenging year. Our Redeemer
has had to adapt to new
circumstances in our worship,
fellowship, education, special events
and a host of other areas as well.
We've all had to find our way through
"uncharted territory," which is the theme of this
year's Stewardship Campaign. But here's
some good news! Members of the
congregation have put together a matching gift
of $15,000 for the campaign. This means that
every offering to Our Redeemer - whether
regular or special - given on the first four
Sundays in November (the 1st, 8th, 15th and
22nd) will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to
$15,000. The only restriction is that the
offering go to the church's operating budget,
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rather than a particular designation such as
World Hunger, SiCM, Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry, etc. The gift, if fully matched, will
provide $30,000 to Our Redeemer's finances
as we head into the Christmas season, which
right now looks like it will have to be
celebrated differently than in past years. So
please do what you can to give our budget a
boost!
Speaking of our budget, a sharp-eyed
member of our congregation asked about my
statement in last month's article that we were
behind our budget for the year, which didn't
square with the graph on page 2 of the
Messenger's Voice showing our income
exceeding expenses for the year. Why was
this? Good question! The explanation is that
although our budget for 2020 was over $2,400
more than the previous year, our giving,
through the end of September, was nearly
$1,800 less than for the same period in 2019.
Our income would be less than expenses
except for the money received (thanks to the
efforts of Ken Larsen, our Treasurer) from the
federal Payroll Protection Plan (PPP). While
it's great to have this money, two facts about
the PPP funds should be kept in mind. First,
the PPP money is a loan. While it is
anticipated that the loan will be forgiven, I
must confess to a feeling of uneasiness until
the loan IS forgiven. Second, the PPP funds
are a one-time benefit, and there is no telling
how long we will be feeling the effects of the
virus. I don't want us to be lulled into
complacency while our actual giving falls
behind expenses, as well as behind our
offerings of the previous year. Once again,
please help us meet our matching gift if you
can!
Lastly, please fill out the pledge slip for
2021 included in this issue of the Messenger's
Voice, and return it with your offering during
the Stewardship Campaign. While I urge you
to all get out and vote this election, don't
forget that this pledge slip is your "second"
ballot - it's your vote of confidence for Our
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Redeemer in the coming year. So please,
give the pledge slip your prayerful
consideration and show that you will stand
behind Our Redeemer in 2021.
Also
remember that the amount of your pledge isn't
written in stone, but is subject to change if
your financial circumstances change. Thanks
to all of you for your faithful support!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

From the Property Trustee
We are finishing our list
of things to get done before
winter. If you would like to
help, please contact me.
Each year, we contract with
a snow removal company to
clear snow from the driveway & sidewalks
when we have a measurable amount of snow.
We are trying to implement a plan to remove
nuisance snow for our from the church
sidewalks and entryways throughout the winter
by having two volunteers sign up to be “on
call” for a week at a time. If it snows 3 inches
or less during your week, you would be
expected to remove the snow and/or put down
ice melt. Snow shovels and ice melt are
available at the church. If you are willing to
sign up for a week, please see the sign up
sheet in the narthex - where the prayer
request sheet used to be. Sign up early to get
your preferred weeks!!
As things get old they need to be replaced
and one of the things that we need to replace
is our shed in the play area. We have priced
new ones and they run around $3,000. We
are asking for donations toward a new shed.
Please help. If you would like to make a
contribution, please mark your offering
envelope “Building Renovation/Shed Fund.”
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee
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From the Fellowship Trustee
Please join us on November 1st
as we resume Celebration Sunday.
We will be celebrating all
November birthdays following the
10 am service with “Grab and Go”
Cupcakes. All are welcome to take
part, but we especially hope our members
celebrating a birthday in November will be
here!!
Our next meeting will be Monday,
November 16th at 6:30 pm in the Conference
Room.
Plans will be made for future
fellowship activities in the coming months.
Please feel free to join us if you are interested
joining our committee.
If you have a few minutes - please take
the time to call or write a note to a
congregation member you haven't seen in a
while. It is a wonderful feeling when you get
an unexpected note or phone call.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

What IS Outreach?
If we define OUTREACH,
one meaning is “the extent or
length of reaching out.”
Another idea of OUTREACH
is “the activity of providing
services to any population that might not
otherwise have access to those services. A
key component of outreach is that the group
providing it is not stationary, but mobile; in
other words, it involves meeting someone in
need of an outreach service at the location
where they are.”
During this time of COVID-19, outreach
has taken on the same limitation that most of
our other activities have taken on to be safe
by being distant. So it is good to hear that the
outreach to our members by other members is
set up and doing well.
As usual, our
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congregation meets a challenge head on by
sharing God’s grace and strength with those in
need. Thank you to all those who signed on to
make calls and brighten the lives of others.
Hopefully, God is working with you to keep in
touch with those who need some contact.
Dave and I recently celebrated our 50th
anniversary. I sent a picture to someone who
had attended the wedding. I hadn’t seen
Bonnie for a few years. When she called
back, she talked for about an hour about the
friends she had lost to COVID-19 as a nurse
and how she was ill with something else right
now. She was grateful for my outreach. We
continue to seek ways to keep reaching out.
If you have any ideas, please forward them to
Pastor Dan or myself.
Thank you to Melissa and all of the
volunteers who assisted to continue one of our
OUTREACH activities in October, the
Halloween Cocoa House event.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Social Ministry Update
Hello Everyone! For those who know me,
you know that I'm not usually at a loss for
words, if anything, I go on and on! That being
said, during this strange time we're going
through, many of our ministries are either on
hold or have been adjusted (for example,
we're delivering the sandwich materials to
Bethesda house vs. making the sandwiches
ahead of time) so, I just don't have that much
to tell you. We're all trying to stay 'sane' and
go with the flow!
So, instead of me rambling on, I am
asking you folks… Do you have any ideas of
things we can possibly do? Different or New?
Please feel free to give me a call, send me a
text or email if you do! In the meantime, let's
remember all of those in need, say an extra
prayer or two for our brothers and sisters,
those we may know and those who we may
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not know but cross paths with.
There ARE things we can do!
Call a Friend.
Call a Neighbor.
Knock on a door.
Walk a dog.
Smile and say
“Have a Great Day”
to a stranger.
And LISTEN! Even if you don't think you
are a “Social Ministry” type person, I bet you
are! Please make sure to tell anyone you may
know who needs assistance with food about
these details below:
If you live in Schenectady County, the
SiCM Food Pantry is open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 9-11:30 am.
Bring ID for every person who needs food.
The last Thursday of the month is Mass
Distribution Day which is open to everyone no ID needed. The pantry pick-ups are run
like the food distributions we see on TV, in
that, only one person is served at a time
outside and everyone wears masks.
Many thanks for all the donations of
health and beauty aides. As you might be
aware, these cannot be purchased with food
stamps and are therefore, much appreciated.
The toothpaste, bar and hand soaps, and
shampoos are much appreciated. Keep them
coming, please! God bless and stay safe!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Christian Education
We continue to evolve our education
programs at Our Redeemer as COVID-19
continues. Sunday School is meeting twice a
month and ACES is meeting weekly following
the 10 am service. Bible Study continues in
person and on Zoom. Be sure to check the
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calendar for more specifics. We have many
other resources for self-education through our
church library and links on the ELCA website.
Many people are working so hard to continue
this vital ministry for all ages - be sure to thank
a teacher/Pastor!
Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee
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one knitter who has been very busy during
COVID! We are also accepting socks and
underwear, brand new please. These items
will be donated locally where they will be
wonderfully received.
We will meet Tuesday, November 3rd at
7pm in the conference room for our monthly
meeting. We'd love to see you there!
Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

What’s New in
ACES?
As we move into November, we will be
finishing our current topic of "Faith and Covid."
I've currently been viewing what I believe to be
a very interesting video series on the books of
the New Testament. This may make a good
series for our next extended topic, but, as
always, I'm open to suggestions for one class
or more than one class. If you have any other
thoughts on this, feel free to let me know!
Fred Hutchison

WELCA
Due to COVID-19 limitations, we had to
cancel our annual Election Day Bake sale.
We use the proceeds of the sale to create
scholarships to WELCA events in our area
and for our ministry projects (like school kits
and Christmas at Sea). In the past, if you
have baked for this event or purchased some
of our delicious goodies, we respectfully ask if
you would donate the money you have saved
to WELCA by designating the amount on your
offering envelope or by mailing a donation to
the church. We appreciate you so much!
November means that the annual Mitten
Tree will be going up as soon as the voting
booths are gone. We are looking for any
knitted/crocheted outwear to be placed in the
boxes under the tree (you are so generous the
branches can't hold it anymore). I know of

Christmas Jars
Update
Is your Christmas Jar full yet? Maybe it is
almost full. Maybe you are a bit disappointed
that your jar isn't as full as you had hoped it
would be. There is nothing wrong with
continuing to fill your jar into 2021 and sharing
the important Message of Hope next year.
The Holman Christmas Jar is a few coins
short of being full. Now is the time to start
narrowing down who you want to gift your jar
to. We are still discussing who will receive our
jar. If you are fortunate enough not to know
anyone who could benefit from receiving your
Christmas Jar, Pastor Dan will be able to
provide you with a name of someone who
could really benefit from the Message of Hope
that the Christmas Jar gives.
Once your Christmas Jar is full - take a
picture of it and email/text it to Melissa so the
pictures can be posted and we can see how
many Messages of Hope our congregation
was able to share. Picture the map in the
movie of how far the jars traveled.
Remember - the church library contains
the two Christmas Jar books and the movie on
DVD. They are all available for you to borrow.
If you aren't a huge football fan (is that even
possible?) you may choose to watch the
movie with family or find a quiet corner to read
the book instead of watching the game on
Thanksgiving Day. And don't forget - save a
jar to decorate and start filling for next year.
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Did You Know....?
Birthdays

11/05
11/07
11/08
11/09
11/09
11/12
11/14
11/17
11/22
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/28
11/30

Gerda Neville
Sandy Dion
Carter Countermine
Erika Gogis
Landon Norris
Allie Jerreld
Ashley Novak
Paul Henry
Nicholas Weires
Michael Bassi
Michael Blick
Joan Jones
Marilyn Dunbar
Jon Bergman

Book Club
That we offer a weekly
worship service at 10 am on
Sunday mornings? You can
worship in-person or view the
live stream on YouTube. If
you aren’t able to view the
live stream right at 10 am,
you can view the recorded
service from the beginning
any time after the service has
concluded.

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly

Thank You
All Saints Day is
November 1st
We received words of thanks
from the following:
Cor ne r s tone Ca m pus
Ministry (University at
Albany) for a donation of
$250.00 shared through our
Budgeted Benevolences
program.

SiCM Food Pantry thanks us
for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected during the month of
August totaling $93.33.

Worship Services:
10 am
in-person & live stream

Betty Cristiano will host the
next Book Club meeting at
church on Friday, November
20th at 1 pm.
She has
chosen The Giver of Stars,
by Jojo Moyes. Here is a
short description of this book:
The Giver of Stars is a
historical fiction story about
the Packhorse Librarians of
Kentucky, a group of five
women who travel through a
large region of the
mountainous state delivering
books to rural residents,
through a program inspired
by Eleanor Roosevelt. These
women endure several
challenges along the way,
facing racism and sexism, as
well as the hardships of
small-town life.

12 pm
Community Welcome
Outdoor
We will remember the saints
during both of our worship
services by sharing names of
those who have died in the
past year.
Please share
those names with Pastor Dan
as soon as possible. All
those who grieve losses in
these COVID-19 days are
welcome!

If you have prayer requests,
please call the church at
(518) 393-5031 or email
Pastor Dan at:
orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com
Let us know if you would like
the prayers included during
worship &/or shared with the
Prayer Chain. Thank You!!
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November at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Nov 3
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Nov 5
Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Nov 16
Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Nov 17
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Nov 19
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Nov 20
Book Club; 1 pm (Fellowship Hall)
Events/Special Services at Church
Nov 1
All Saints Day Worship Services
10 am (in-person/Live stream)
12 pm (in-person/Outdoor; community invited)
Celebration Sunday (following 10 am service)
Nov 19
Day of Fasting for World Hunger
(Soup Supper & Devotionals - 6 pm; Zoom)
Nov 22
Voter’s Meeting; 10:45 am
Deadlines
Nov 5
Council Meeting Reports Due
Nov 18
Dec/Jan Messenger’s Voice Deadline
Reminders
Nov 11
Veteran’s Day; Offices Closed
Nov 26/27 Thanksgiving Break; Offices Closed

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
No Men’s Group meeting in November

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
November 4th, 11th & 18th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(In-person & via Zoom)
November 11th & 18th
ACES ~ Sundays; Approx. 10:45 am
November 1st, 8th, 15th, 29th

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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