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In Ecclesiastes 3, we hear that there is a time for
everything. "For everything there is a season, a time for every
activity under heaven."
Perhaps this is a good time for us to read those verses
regularly and remember what the next few verses are. “Yet God
has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted
eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the
whole scope of God's work from beginning to end. So I
concluded there is nothing better than to be happy and enjoy
ourselves as long as we can. And people should eat and drink
and enjoy the fruits of their labor, for these are gifts from God.
And I know that whatever God does is final. Nothing can be
added to it or taken from it. God's purpose is that people should
fear him. What is happening now has happened before, and
what will happen in the future has happened before, because
God makes the same things happen over and over again.”
We have reason to celebrate in the next several weeks.
This has happened before and God is in control. He's a man of
his word. We do not need to be unduly anxious. We can rejoice
and celebrate, but please do so wisely! Wear a mask. Stick to
small groups and be safe.
I wish you the best as we celebrate Thanksgiving, begin
Advent, look forward to Christmas and ultimately, his second
coming!
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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In the Spotlight.....Linda Nowak
Linda Nowak serves as our Congregational Vice President. She is the one who
prays most fervently for the health of our Congregation's president!! Linda is married to her
husband, Pete. She joined Our Redeemer in 2002. She enjoys singing in the choir and reading
scripture lessons for our worship services. Linda also enjoys helping with fellowship food
activities, festivals and special events. She is one of many in our congregation who helped
pre-COVID with the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen ministry.
When asked if she was employed, she responded: "I am ecstatically retired!" As part of
that retirement, she loves to go for walks with her friends, spend time at her camp on the Great
Sacandaga Lake, cook for guests up there and play cards. Linda volunteers at the
Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry one night a month. An interesting note about her is that both her
father and brother were Lutheran ministers, and her niece has been published in The Lutheran
Magazine. Linda’s Lutheran roots run deep and we are blessed to have her as part of our
church family!
From This
To THIS!!
Contributions needed for a
new garden shed.
If you can help, please donate to the
ORLC Building Renovation Fund
and indicate it is for the shed.
Donations due by January 31, 2021.
Thank you for helping to support our work!
~ Property Committee and Garden Club ~
(Donations above and beyond the cost of replacing the shed
will be used for other building improvement projects.)

The Messenger's Voice
is published monthly
(except for combined June/July &
December/January editions)

by

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
130 S. Reynolds Street
Scotia, NY 12302
(518) 393-5031
www.OurRedeem er.cc
ORLC@ nycap.rr.com
STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Daniel M. May
Administrative Assistant
Melissa Jerreld
Music Director
Jon Bergman
Nursery Director
Jessica Rossler
Deadline for copy: The Sunday
of the m onth prior to the last
Friday of the m onth. See church
calendar in this edition for date.
Editor reserves the right to edit
for content & space.

Note: The “actual income” total above does not include incom e received from
Account # 4811 (Restricted Incom e Transfer) & the “actual expenses” does not
include the expenses covered by the use of those funds.

Large print edition
available upon request,
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A Message from the Pastor
In September, I began my
newsletter article with: "So. It
isn't over." Since then, we have
had some good news about
vaccines that are 90% effective
and better! We have heard
about some treatments that are helpful in
slowing symptoms and speeding up recovery.
That's the good news. The bad news is we
still don't have the vaccine, and it will take
months to deploy once enough is made. The
percentages of those tested who are positive
are going up. A few schools in our area have
reported cases among staff and students. As
Yogi Berra once said: "It ain't over 'til it's
over!"
We have been blessed here at Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church to have gathered
for in-person worship since July 12th. I will tell
you up front, I see the day coming soon where
we'll be back to all virtual. After a helpful
conversation at our previous council meeting
and being in on a conversation with the health
department, here's what I have come up with
for a guide for making this decision.
We will have in-person worship for now.
I will watch the number of those who test
positive from all those tested (which is
currently going up). Using the 7-day rolling
average, when Schenectady County gets
above 2.5% of those tested being positive,
that puts us in the yellow zone. At that point
we tell everyone that the numbers are going
up, and that we'll keep having worship with
masks, hand sanitizing, and distancing, but
that if they are concerned or have health
conditions, they should stay home. If the
county gets to 3% in the 7-day rolling average,
it goes to orange. At that point we cease
in-person activities and go all virtual. Upon
the county going back to the yellow zone, we
wait two weeks to be more certain it will stay
there before resuming any in person activities.

We will continue to offer pre-recorded
and/or live stream services regardless of
in-person activities being on pause. If we
should have a positive case among
worshipers, we shut down immediately.
I implore people to stay home if they
are not feeling well or if they have been in
any "unmasked" or risky situations in the
previous week. We are doing well with our
taking attendance, distancing, masking, and
all compared to many other churches and
organizations. We all need to be vigilant. We
all need to be careful, not fearful. You need to
wear a mask if you are in this building, and
please only come in if you are feeling well. If
you aren't, that's why God gave us phones,
email, and texting. Use those!
I am trying to be careful, not fearful. I can
see a time soon when we will cease in person
activities. We will decide week to week about
in-person activities, and will let you know of
any changes as quickly as we can.
On a brighter note, Christmas is coming!
Should conditions be the right color, we'll have
not TWO but FOUR worship services on
Christmas Eve! We are experimenting with
having a Zoom worship at 4 pm with singing!
Then, we'll meet at 5:30, 7:00 and 9:00 pm for
a brief service in the sanctuary by reservation
only. Each will conclude with going outside
and singing Silent Night and Joy To The World
in the driveway. It just isn't Christmas Eve
without that!
Be Careful, not Fearful! In fact, be
JOYFUL! Blessed Thanksgiving, Christmas
and New Year's to you all!
~Pastor Dan
P.S. Sad to say, but we made it to the start of
going virtual!
Watch your email & our
Facebook page for the YouTube links.
No in-person worship November 29th!
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Mental Health Minute

Woodrow Jennings Klinger was a
"previous" pastor from 40 years earlier who
had retired back to the community where I was
for my first call. He became ill and struggled
with poor health for a while. It soon became
apparent that his wife and primary care giver
was failing faster due to her age and the
stress of caring for him. Too often, we worry
about those who are ill, pray for them, visit
them, and send cards, but forget about the
caregiver at home who could use some
attention and care too.
If you are a care-giver, please take time
for you. Invite someone to come in for a while
to give you a chance to nap, read, go for a run
or grocery shopping. Call a home health or
companion service if needed. You need to be
kind to yourself if you are going to be an
effective care giver for your loved ones.
For those who know people in this
situation, remember the caregiver! Offer to
stay and give them a break. Offer to take
there charge out for a ride in the car or walk in
the neighborhood if possible. Order a meal in
for them. Show some kindness and support
for the one supporting another!
Caring for a failing loved one is difficult
and stressful. Be kind to yourself. Take
breaks. And pay attention to your mental and
physical health. If you do fear that you are
slipping physically, emotionally, or mentally,
please call your health care provider right
away.

Holiday Worship!
Everyone loves
Holden Evening Prayer!
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We will have the Advent Mid-Week
services with Holden as our music. It will be
pre-recorded and posted on our Facebook
and YouTube pages. If you would like to take
a Holden book home with you to sing along,
please speak up! Melissa will direct you to the
copies to go. All we ask is that you return
them sometime after Christmas.
Lessons and Carols is another service
that we can't have in-person. The Upstate
New York Synod is putting together a service
full of lessons and carols! It will be made
available to all congregations for use! We will
NOT have in-person worship on December
27th, as all will be invited to go virtual and sing
until your heart's content!
Join in Holden on Wednesdays in Advent.
Join in Lessons and Carols on December 27th.
We'll leave these services up for a while, so
you can sing the music of the holidays boldly
and safely!
Pastor Dan

Christian Education
As we head into another period where
COVID-19 may make things more challenging,
please continue to check the church's website
and YouTube channel as we may have to
change to a distance learning model. That
said, Sunday School will still teach to the
youngest, while ACES is available for older
"students". Fred has a new series lined up
involving videos from a biblical scholar. I am
looking forward to learning more about this!
Our daytime Bible Study will continue during
Advent, but the evening Bible Study will be on
hiatus until January. Please see the calendar
at a glance page for Bible Study dates.
If you are interested in doing a little
self-education, you can always sign out a
book (or three!) from the church library in the
conference room. This collection has many
books that run from topics on money, family,
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self-help and Bible-study....and....we have
better hours than the public library!
Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee

What’s New in ACES?
On November 15th, we concluded a
nine-week series in ACES on the topic of
“Faith and COVID.” The classes were well
attended and there was plenty of thoughtful
and meaningful discussion from the group.
My thanks to all who participated.
So, what’s next? Well, right now it’s
difficult to say anything for certain, given the
uncertainty as to how long there will be
in-person Sunday services. What I can say,
however, is that I’ve been viewing a video
series on the books of the New Testament
that I’ve found highly interesting, and I believe
it would be excellent material for ACES. I do
not want to give a starting date for this series
though until I have a bit more clarity on what
our Sunday services will look like. Please
follow the emails posted on Friday and your
bulletins for updated information on this.
Fred Hutchison

From the Outreach Trustee
Recently, I read an online article written by
John Pavlovitz about “The Kind of Christian I
Refuse to Be.” Some of the reasons for that
statement are listed below and when I read
them, they seem to be a good guide for a
Christ-led Outreach Program.
“I refuse to be a Christian who lives in fear
of people who look or speak or worship
differently than I do.
I refuse to be a Christian who uses the
Bible to perpetuate individual or systemic
bigotry, racism, or sexism.
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I refuse to be a Christian who is generous
with damnation and stingy with Grace.
I refuse to be a Christian devoid of the
character of Jesus; his humility, his
compassion, his smallness, his gentleness
with people’s wounds, his attention to the poor
and the forgotten and the marginalized, his
intolerance for religious hypocrisy, his clear
expression of the love of God.”
In our readings a few
weeks ago, we heard that
we are to use the gifts or
talents God has given us to
bring goodness to the world.
We are not to bury them, to
just keep them safe, but to
take those steps to grow them in ourselves
and in others. Taking those steps is often
frightening, but with Christ as an example and
Christ by our side, we can reach out to others
to bring them into the circle of God’s love. In
keeping with our purpose, the Outreach
Committee is planning to participate in the
Festival of Trees at the Schenectady County
Historical Society. As one of only a few
churches represented at the event, it is a
reminder of the “reason for the season.” The
Christmas Cocoa House will take place on
Saturday, December 12th, another opportunity
to invite people into our church to share the
warmth of the family that we are at Our
Redeemer.

As evidenced by our support of the needy
people with the gathering of canned goods for
food pantries and the Mitten Tree filling up
with hats, mittens and scarves,
Our
Redeemer shows that we take seriously our
Lord’s desire for us to follow his example and
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be that food for those who are hungry, and the
warmth for those who are cold. Going back to
the Pavlovitz article, I think that Our Redeemer
is certainly generous with God’s grace all year
long.
We are looking forward to new
opportunities for health education and service
in the new year.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

From the Fellowship Trustee
On December 6th, we will be
hosting Celebration Sunday for all
December Birthdays. Cupcakes
will be in "Grab and Go" boxes.
Please plan on staying after worship to gather
outside to sing "Happy Birthday" to all who are
celebrating. If you are willing to deliver a
cupcake or two to our members celebrating a
December birthday, please let me know.
The Fellowship Committee will once again
be showing the Christmas Jars movie - this
year via Zoom. We will also be holding a brief
craft session to decorate jars. Please see the
Christmas Jars article for the information
regarding dates and times.
Our next meeting will be January 11th at
6:30 pm. Please join us!
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

Thank You, and Looking Forward
I’m writing this shortly after
learning that it appears highly likely
that the congregation will meet our
Stewardship Campaign’s matching
gift. This is truly good news! The
matching gift goal of $15,000 was, to the best
of my knowledge, the largest matching
challenge made to the congregation during a
Stewardship Campaign at Our Redeemer, and
the response to it is highly gratifying. The
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fully-matched gift of $30,000 will be a most
welcome boost to the church’s finances as we
navigate our way through the uncharted
territory posed by the pandemic. My sincere
thanks to everyone who made this possible.
Although I do not yet
have any information on the
return of the pledge slips for
2021, I’m naturally hoping for
a similar excellent response. As I mentioned
during the campaign, your completed pledge
slip was your “yes” vote for Our Redeemer
continuing its programs and ministries during
the coming year. Inasmuch as this year’s
presidential election set a record for the
number of votes cast, it would be wonderful if
there also was a record number of “yes” votes
cast for Our Redeemer. In any event, I thank
everyone in the congregation who cast their
ballot.
Looking forward to the new year, I wish
that it could be said that I had some wisdom to
impart as to how long the virus will be with us,
and how long we will be feeling its effects here
at Our Redeemer. Alas, I have no such
special knowledge to give to you. I’m assured
though that Our Redeemer will continue to
proclaim the Good News of the Gospel
throughout 2021, and also confident, based
on its past record, that the congregation will
continue to give its faithful support during the
year ahead.
I would like to extend to everyone in the
congregation my sincerest wishes for a joyous
Christmas and a blessed New Year. May the
year 2021 bring health and happiness to each
of you.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee
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From the Property Trustee
The Property Committee has gotten the
outside ready for winter. Our group would like
to take this time to wish all of you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. We pray
that you stay safe. I would like to say Thank
You to the property team! I couldn't have
gotten the job done this year without your
help.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

WELCA
Barring unforeseen circumstances-how
many times have we said that this year!Women of the ELCA will meet at 7pm on
December 1st and January 5th. If you can
join us in the Fellowship Hall at church for both
or either night, there is no need to let us know
- just show up! We'd love to see you as we
catch up with each other, learn more about
Jesus and pray for those in need.
You have an opportunity to take home
some wonderful knit items by making a
donation to WELCA (see the table in the
Fellowship Hall) or making a physical donation
to our Mitten Tree, as we collect warm items
and underwear for those in need in our
community.
Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

Christmas Jars
Update
The Holman Christmas Jar is full and
ready to be delivered. We still need to make
a final decision who we will gift with our jar,
which was filled to the top - thanks to some
additional "found paper money" sent to me by
Gini Parkin. That paper money was folded
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into hearts as an extra special message of
love. Our recipient will also be receiving a
copy of the book so they are able to fully
understand the Message of Hope that is being
shared. If you can't come up with a recipient
for your Christmas Jar - ask Pastor Dan!! He
has a list of a few people/families who could
be the beneficiary of your jar. Don't forget to
send a picture of your Christmas Jar before it
is gifted via text or email to Melissa so we can
display all the Messages of Hope we are
sharing in our community. If you jar isn't full,
keep adding to it during 2021 for gifting next
Christmas season. The Message of Hope is
always an important one to share!
Have you set aside a jar for next year yet?
With all the holiday food preparation coming
within the next month or so, now is the perfect
time to be on the lookout for a special jar to
share your Message of Hope in 2021.
If you weren't able to join us last year and
haven't had the chance to borrow either the
DVD or books from our library, we will be
holding another Christmas Jars Fellowship
event via Zoom on January 10th at 2 pm. The
cold month of January is the perfect time to sit
down with some popcorn to enjoy a feel good
movie. (**Disclaimer - the movie has a
Hollywood ending - the book has a different,
but similar ending.) The Zoom showing is not
just limited to church members - I'm going to
share this with a couple of friends who have
yet to see it so they will be able share the
Message of Hope in the future. Please let
Melissa know if you are interested in watching
the movie so she can email the Zoom link to
you.
On January 17th, we will be holding a brief
Craft Fellowship following the 10 am worship
service for those who want to decorate their
Christmas Jar. In order to host this event
safely, we will offer 20 minute time slots and
require participants to sign up in advance.
Cindy Holman

8 The Messenger’s Voice

December ‘20/January ‘21

Did You Know....?
Thank You
Birthdays
12/01
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/05
12/08
12/09
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/26
12/28
12/30

Richard Rainey
Matthew Gogis
John Torelli
Betty Cristiano
Kyle Jerreld
Emma Herron
Veronica May
Helen Betz
Addie Countermine
Derek Taylor
Barbara Taylor
Pete Gogis
Jennifer Phillips
George Hall
Rick Tessitore
Paul Rice
Corey McKenna
Patricia Annis

We received words of thanks
from the following:

We recently received a
phone call from Pastor
Pamela.
She expressed
deep gratitude for the calls,
cards & prayers she received
from the Our Redeemer
church family when her mom
passed away a few months
ago.

That we offer a weekly
worship service at 10 am on
Sunday mornings? You can
worship in-person or view the
live stream on YouTube. If
you aren’t able to view the
live stream right at 10 am,
you can view the recorded
service from the beginning
any time after the service has
concluded.

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly

Many
thanks......
1/01
1/01
1/04
1/06
1/06
1/06
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/21
1/25
1/25
1/27
1/31

Cindy Friedman
Pamela Townsend
Jenny Chapman
Gail Beatty
Ella Jensen
Heidi Steubing
Travis Herron
Daniel Schettine
Marisa Martin
Molly Holman
Grace O'Connor
Gladys Cox
Karen Keenan
Andrea Micalizzi
Gianna Riegel
Ronald Phillips
Richard Keenan

To all who sent birthday
cards to Virginia Kaufmann
for her 99th Birthday. She
really loved getting them and
I’ve been told she looks at
them often. She received
131 cards, including 33 from
ORLC friends! WOW!
Gail Bassi

If you have prayer requests,
please call the church at
(518) 393-5031 or email
Pastor Dan at:
orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com
Let us know if you would like
the prayers included during
worship &/or shared with the
Prayer Chain. Thank You!!
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December & January at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Dec 1
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Dec 3
Worship & Music Committee Mtg; 7 pm
Dec 15
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Dec 17
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 5
WELCA Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 7
Outreach Committee Mtg; 6:30 pm
Jan 11
Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Jan 19
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Jan 21
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
No Men’s Group meeting in December; TBD in
January.
Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
December 2nd, 9th & 16th
January 6th, 20th & 27th

Events/Special Services at Church
Dec 2
*Advent Evening Prayer (pre-recorded)
Dec 6
Celebration Sunday (following 10 am service)
Dec 9
*Advent Evening Prayer (pre-recorded)
Dec 16
*Advent Evening Prayer (pre-recorded)
Dec 24
Christmas Eve Worship Services
4 pm, 5:30 pm, 7 pm, 9 pm
Dec 27
*Lessons & Carols Service (pre-recorded)
Jan 3
Celebration Sunday (following 10 am service)
Jan 10
Christmas Jars movie viewing; 2 pm
(Zoom only)
Jan 17
Christmas Jars Craft Fellowship; 10:45 am
Jan 31
Annual Congregational Meeting
(following 10 am service)

Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(In-person & via Zoom)
December - On hiatus during Advent
January 13th, 20th & 27th
ACES ~ Sundays; Approx. 10:45 am
December 6th, 13th & 20th
January 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
Deadlines
Dec 5
Dec 27
Jan 5
Jan 24

* NO In-Person Worship
Reminders
Dec 25
Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
COVID-19 required limitations. All meetings and events
will be decided on a case by case basis.

Jan 1
Jan 18

Council Meeting Reports Due
Annual Report Deadline
Council Meeting Reports Due
February Messenger’s Voice
Deadline

Christmas Day;
Offices Closed
New Year’s Day;
Offices Closed
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day;
Offices Closed

Book Club
The Book Club recently met at church. At the end of the meeting, the next book to
read was chosen but the meeting information will remain TBD based on COVID-19
limitations in place at the time. They will be reading The Orphan Collector by Ellen
Marie Wiseman. Please check out the summary on Amazon.com or BN.com.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
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