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It seems like we are living a "Good News - Bad News"
joke. The good news is that 2020 is OVER!! WooWoo! The
bad news is 2021 so far is much the same!
I write this just after your Congregation Council made the
decision to continue virtual worship for a while longer. We will
revisit this at our February 16th meeting. I applaud this decision
and yet am sad at the same time. It is good news in that we are
doing our best to keep everyone safe in this continuing time of
COVID-19. Especially this new strain that is more easily
transmitted and caught, a time apart from one another is a good
thing. The bad news of course is that we will spend more time
apart from one another. Even after we begin to gather in-person
again, some will stay away with good reason due to concerns
about pre-existing conditions or their care for someone who has
them.
My line for the past 11 months is "I want to be careful, not
fearful." I think we as Council are being careful. We may not
like it, nor want to do this, but as far as how we care for each
other, this is a good decision. We as Council will watch the
numbers of the percentage of those tested who are positive and
those who get vaccinated. When it is safe again, we'll gather inperson.
We have much to fear in our world - sickness, death,
taxes, being on the "It's a Small World" ride at Disney World and
it breaking down while you are in the middle of it. But we as
Christians have a limit on our fears. We don't seek out sickness,
death, taxes, or that ride at Disney World, but we don't have to
fear them to cause us panic (well, maybe the Disney one…).
For we have the love and grace of God that goes with us, no
matter what. We are beloved, baptized children of God, no
matter what.
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Please don't forget to keep in contact with your sisters and brothers here at Our
Redeemer, as well as your family, neighbors, and friends. Call. Email. Text. Send a card. And
pray fervently!
A few things about the approaching season of Lent. We will live stream an Ash
Wednesday service at 11 am on February 17th. Then, from 12 pm - 6:30 pm, I will be available
in the driveway for ashes for those who would like them. Ideally, you would take part in the
worship online, then afterwards come by the church for ashes. I am not going to quiz you if you
did, but will have a prayer with you and mark you with the cross of Christ, the same marking you
received in oil at your baptism. We will also offer the Taize Mid-Week services for Lent, and
invite you to use those as part of your Lenten devotions this year. Watch for more details about
that.
My fervent prayer is that we will be able to gather for Easter this year. It might be
outside…but I am hopeful that between the numbers going down and the vaccines getting into
people's arms that we will be able to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord together in-person!
It's my prayer, not a promise. I do promise to work at finding a way to make that so.
Please make use of the YouTube channel for our worship services and other items that
show up. Check out our posts on Facebook. Get on the email list if you are not already.
Melissa sends out an email every Friday and sometimes more if needed to keep everyone in the
loop. We'll send letters to those who aren't on the internet as needed. Stay connected! To
each other and to Jesus!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
This month we focus on tips for
students. These work for all of us,
really, but especially in these days of COVID,
learning from home, distancing from friends
and all that’s familiar, students need to pay
attention to their mental health. Some tips are
“no-brainers” like eating healthy and getting
enough rest.
A helpful
suggestion is to
find some hobbies
outside of school,
work and social
networking - all of
which rely on
screens.

Skipping screen time for a portion of your
day, especially before going to sleep is helpful
to many people. Many doctors will encourage
at least one hour of no screens (TV, computer,
phones, and video games) which allows you to
engage in family time, read a book, or enjoy a
hobby.
Things outside of the house are good too.
Volunteer if you can. Yes, those options are
limited, but it can include shoveling the
neighbor's walk or baking Pastor Dan cookies.
While the negatives seem to scream for
attention, be grateful for the good things in
your life, like a warm place to sleep, food to
eat, a family who loves you. This virus time
shall pass.
Take joy or stress reducing
breaks. Pay attention to your
mental and physical health. If
you fear that you are slipping
physically, emotionally, or
mentally, please call your
health care provider right
away.

Planning
Ahead!!
At a recent meeting of the Outreach
Committee, there was a short discussion of
the fact that our church will be celebrating its
100th Anniversary in four years and of the
building in six years. We realize it is early, but
we all know that time goes by quickly. We
would appreciate names of anyone who would
like to volunteer to be on a committee to look
into anniversary activities. Why Outreach?
One reason is that we can not do much right
now, so it is a good time to plan for the future
and a second reason is that a church comes
into existence to bring Christ to a community.
All committees of the church will have a part in
this event, but we are just gathering people
and ideas at this time. If you have ideas or
want to volunteer, please give your name to
Pastor Dan or leave a note in the Outreach
mailbox.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

A Year of Surprises
I think we can all agree
that 2020 was a year full of
surprises, both for the world
around us and for each of
ourselves individually. Many of
these surprises were not
pleasant. The way the pandemic disrupted
our church services and activities would have
to be included in the list of unpleasant
surprises we experienced during the past
year. We were able to hold regular in-person
church services for only about the first two
months of 2020; we were able to hold
in-person services with restricted attendance
for about another five months, and for the
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remaining five months, which included both
Easter and Christmas, we were unable to hold
any in-person services at all.
You would think that our stewardship
would suffer because of this, wouldn't you?
However, our giving to the church budget was
actually up $7,749 from 2019, which is an
increase of over 4.4% from 2019. This is
indeed a pleasant surprise, and it is a tribute
to the congregation's commitment to our
community here at Our Redeemer, as well as
the congregation's willingness to utilize the
automated giving options available to us.
Many thanks to everyone who helped to make
2020, in spite of all the challenges we faced,
a positive year for stewardship to our church.
What surprises might the year ahead hold
in store for us? Well, after all the surprises of
2020, a year of tranquility in 2021 would be a
nice change.
My sincere hope is that
inoculations for the virus proceed smoothly in
the weeks ahead, and that we are able to
resume our regular services by Easter - it
would be a shame if we were prevented from
having in-person Easter services for two
consecutive years.
Regardless though of how soon services
are able to return to normal, the past year
should give us all confidence in the continued
faithful support of the congregation to Our
Redeemer's financial well being, whatever
surprises may occur.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee
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of funds from the Ruth Brisee & John Smith
Bequests to make this building improvement
possible. The old, drafty windows are a thing
of the past and we are thankful for these
lovely new, energy efficient windows!

Christian Education
As we are all doing, those who provide
educational opportunities at Our Redeemer
are continuing to evolve and change with the
challenges that confront us. We are using
more virtual options to keep everyone safe.
Keep checking the Messenger's Voice
calendar, the church website and Facebook
page for updates and new offerings to grow
our faith while staying safe. And remember,
your next "class" can be no further away than
your Bible!
Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee

New Windows!!
Several new windows have been installed
in the church. All of the windows in the
upstairs rooms were replaced as well as the
windows in the Fellowship Hall rest rooms and
janitor closet. We thank Chuck Cox and the
Property Committee for their work getting
estimates and preparing for this project. We
thank the congregation for approving the use

Social Ministry Opportunities
Some FUN Ways to Help Others
We are now in the "winter of our
discontent"- oh, wait, it is simply winter, which
along with COVID, is keeping us inside even
more. For those of you who like to keep busy
and helpful, there are two projects coming up
that might do the trick. The first is the annual
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heart-shaped pillows needed by the Ellis
Hospital Cardiac Care Unit. The pillows and
stuffing will be available for pick up in the
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, February 13th
from 10-12. People can take a bunch of
pillows and a garbage bag of fluff and return
them to church when they are filled and sewn
closed. We usually produce 50 pillows.
The other project came from SiCM.
Janice Walz received a note from Shelly Ford
thanking us for all the masks made and was
asked to keep making them. If any of you
make masks, SiCM still needs them.
In that same email, there was a request
for tee-shirt bags. These don't require sewing
and are a great way to use those old or too
small tees you have kept for years. The bags
require that the sleeves get cut off the shirts.
The armholes can be sewn over to finish the
raw edge. You might decide to sew or hot
glue lace or seam binding to finish the
armholes. The bottoms can be sewn closed
or finished off as we do the fleece blankets.
Make slices in the fabric about 3-4 inches and
tie a double knot across the bottom of the
shirt. The neck line needs to opened up a
little. Cut around the neck and finish it off as
you did the arm holes. Voila - you have a tee
shirt bag! There are many instructions for
these online, including videos on YouTube.
As SiCM moves away from plastic bags, they
need something for a replacement.

Left: tee-shirt bag with sewn bottom
Right: tee-shirt bag with double knots tied
at the bottom
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SAVE THE DATE! The CROP Walk will
once again be virtual this year. It will take
place on Sunday, May 2nd. Watch for more
information in future newsletters and email
communications.

Caring For Our Own
Update

We're looking forward to Spring and our
annual plant sale fund raiser. It will be here
before we know it! We're going to try to start
the ordering process earlier this year so we're
sure to get our favorites! Stay tuned!!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Lent Begins!
As we approach the Lenten Season, I
believe it is especially important to reflect on
the gifts God has given us and what Lent
means to us individually. This past year has
been like none in my lifetime, and a challenge
to understand and cope with certain changes.
On February 17th, with Ash Wednesday, Lent
begins, and the traditional Lenten Wednesday
services will follow, though in a virtual setting
for now. By reflecting on what is forever,
rather than focusing on what is right and
wrong in how we handle these changes, I
believe we may come through this stronger
than before.
Dave Hahn
Worship & Music Trustee
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WELCA
Communion Services

While we are not gathering for in-person
worship, Pastor Dan offers brief communion
services for those who wish to come and take
part. Feel free to gather a few family or
friends to come and commune together! If
you have a few people who would like to and
can't make the designated dates, call him to
arrange a time! These are brief services
(10-15 minutes) for up to 10 people. Please
wear a mask and maintain social distancing.
We require you to call or email ahead of time
so we know you are coming and are prepared
for you. Here's the schedule for February:

Men’s Group

Women of the ELCA meetings will take
place on Zoom between 6:30-8:00 pm on
February 2nd and March 2nd. The Zoom link
will be emailed to all women who would like to
take part in our meetings. If you cannot
access the Zoom link, we can provide you
with a telephone number that links you to the
meeting using your telephone so you can
speak with all of us during the meeting.
Please contact Mary or Linda if you would like
us to email you the Zoom link or call you with
the telephone information. We did not meet in
December or January due to the rising
COVID-19 outbreak in our area. We look
forward to catching up with one another and
our meaningful discussions around faith in life.
All women are invited to take part in these
meetings. We will also be discussing our
Lenten Journey and projects for Lutheran
World Relief.
Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

We had 13 members participate in our
Zoom meeting on January 14th. We had a
good visit and we decided to continue our
monthly meeting and Bible study. Our next
meeting will be February 11th. If you would
like to to join us, watch for more information
to come or contact me.
Chuck Cox

New Member
Sunday

We welcomed our newest member, Kristen
Rossler, to the Our Redeemer Church Family
on Sunday, January 10th.
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Did You Know....?
Since our last newsletter,
we received three deposits
from Thrivent Choice
totaling $150.00!

Birthdays

2/02
2/03
2/03
2/07
2/08
2/08
2/10
2/12
2/13
2/16
2/18
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/24

Jessie Roensch
Linda DeBraccio
Julia Dion
Gerry Chapman
Todd Barton
Becca Zoeller
Claudia Jenkinson
Mark Baker
Bob Auer
Janice Greene
Amanda Gogis
Caleb Groom
Kyle Fellows
Ivan Skomp
Virginia Weston
Dawn Denegar
Jessica Rossler
BA Sheldon-Hughes
Alice Hokenson

We would like to thank:
Jack & Gail Eldridge
Melissa Jerreld
Dan & Grace O’Connor
Thad Raushi &
Kevin Zoeller
for directing their
Choice Dollars
to our church.

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry thanks us for our food
donations and monetary
contributions collected during
the months of November and
December totaling $958.21.

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly

•
•
•
•
•

$500.00
$150.00
$168.33
$ 43.33
$ 96.55

Thrivent Grant
Budgeted Benevolence
Novem ber Offerings
Decem ber Offerings
John Sm ith Bequest

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
SiCM Food Pantry thanks us
for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected during the months
of September and October
totaling $246.66.

That we offer a weekly
worship service at 10 am on
Sunday mornings? You can
view the live stream on our
YouTube channel. If you
aren’t able to view the live
stream right at 10 am, you
can view the recorded service
from the beginning any time
after the service has
concluded.

If you have prayer requests,
please call the church at
(518) 393-5031 or email
Pastor Dan at:
orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com
Let us know if you would like
the prayers included during
worship &/or shared with the
Prayer Chain. Thank You!!

Christmas Jars Update
A few members gathered on
Zoom to view the movie on
January 10th.
Our very
talented Ginny Weston
assembled several kits for
anyone interested in starting
their own Christmas Jar for
2021.
The kits include
ribbons and a gift tag to
decorate your jar. There are
kits available for pick up in
the Rubbermaid tote outside
the main entrance and on the
table just inside the door.
Take a look and find a color
scheme that appeals to you!!
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February at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Feb 2
WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
Feb 4
Worship & Music Committee Mtg; 7 pm
Feb 16
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 18
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Feb 26
Messenger’s Voice Mailing; 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Feb 13
Heart Pillow Kit Pick Up (10-12)
Feb 17
Ash Wednesday Worship Service;
11 am (Live stream)
12-6:30 Imposition of Ashes (individually)
Feb 24
Lenten Worship Service (YouTube)
Time TBD
Deadlines
Feb 5
Council Meeting Reports
Feb 21
Messenger Voice Articles

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
The Men’s Group has resumed their meetings
on Zoom. The next meeting is February 11th at
7 pm.

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
(In-person)
February 3rd & 24th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(Zoom)
February 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
ACES ~ On Hiatus

Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
COVID-19 required limitations. All meetings and events
will be decided on a case by case basis.

In The Spotlight.....Becca Countermine
Becca Countermine has been a part of Our Redeemer since her birth 45 years ago! She
has been an important part of our congregation, even though many don't see what she does! She
claims she likes hiding in the background around here, but has been our Financial Secretary for
many years. Becca's responsibility includes receiving all monies of the congregation, keeping an
itemized account of all sources of receipts, depositing all monies received to the church bank
account and issuing a summary of receipts to the Treasurer. She reports to the Church Council
at the monthly meetings, to the voting members at Voter's Meetings and submits an annual report
at the Annual Meeting. She is also responsible for recruiting, training and supervising counting
assistants. Finally, Becca prepares the statements of giving by congregational members.
She did get a couple of years off, but is now back at it! She is good with numbers, as she
does income tax preparation and booking as her family business. You often see her here with
her two children - Addie and Carter- who are active in our Sunday School. They, including her
husband Dale, live in Pattersonville, where you are likely to see Becca helping on the family farm!
Thank you, Becca, for sharing your gifts for the Church!

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.

Heart Pillows For
Ellis Hospital

Kits Available For
Pick up
February 13th
10 -12

Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
E-Mail- ORLC@nycap.rr.com
http://www.ourredeemer.cc
(518) 393-5031 Fax (518) 393-2527

Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church

