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Happy days! It's almost March and it's been a year since
most of us saw each other. I pray that you are doing well despite
the pandemic. If you were already vaccinated, congratulations! If
you haven't received the vaccine yet and it is available to you,
please think carefully before turning it down for your sake, for
those you love, and for the community at large.
It's true that the vaccine was developed quickly. There was
a lot of money poured into it. That and the fact that immunology
has made great advances since the last major vaccine was
developed. W hen was that? The Salk polio vaccine almost 70
years ago! Almost nothing takes as long as it did back then. Just
think of all the changes in science and technology. The power of
the laptop I am using probably would have required a mainframe
computer the size of the room I am sitting in if not larger.
Can we be certain that the vaccine will work and won't
cause us problems? No. Do you know that the medicine the
doctor gives you when you are sick will work and you won't have
side effects? No. W hat we do know is that there are three major
companies that developed vaccines and our leaders - Republican
and Democratic - as well as Dr. Fauci have been vaccinated.
Sadly, we also know that at least a third of the population
doesn't trust the vaccine. If they fail to get vaccinated, this virus is
likely to be around disrupting our lives for a long time. It's one
thing to not be able to go out and eat like we used to. It's quite
another to lose your business, your job, or have to learn at home
instead of in school. If you don't know someone who has been
really sick or died from the virus, you are very fortunate. It took a
35 year old friend of mine. Don't think you can't get it. You can.
Please get vaccinated as soon as you can.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Good News!
A bright note to share with you. Our Sunday School staff ordered some things for the kids
since they haven't been meeting together. I (Pastor Dan) offered to deliver them as an excuse
to check in on everyone. It has been a blast! Even the kids that roll their eyes at me most of the
time seemed happy to see me and even happier to find they were remembered by their church.
You as people who support Our Redeemer helped make that happen. And you can continue
these kinds of bright spots for others by letting them know they are remembered as well!

More Good News!!
Green Bottle Redemption Center, located at 1809 Altamont Ave., a 2nd location of
Creating Change in Glenville, is now accepting returnables for donation to Our Redeemer.
Please consider dropping your cans and bottles directly to either the Glenville or Rotterdam site
and ask them to credit the Our Redeemer account. Thank you for your help in this fund raising
effort.
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A Message from the Pastor
March is one of those fickle months. It
can be a time of transformation, with some
sunshine, warmer days, hints of spring
popping up through the ground. Or it can be
the 60 - 91st days of January, still gray and
cold and often snowy. My mom always looked
forward to my birthday towards the end of
March because, where we lived in
Connecticut, spring had almost always sprung
by then. In NY- not always.
March can be a month of transformation
for the Church Year too. Sometimes Ash
Wednesday falls early in March. Sometimes
Easter falls late in March. This year, neither is
the case. Lent occupies the whole month of
March.
We have been hopeful that the COVID
vaccine would be rolling out better than it is.
There is some bad press here, as a surprising
number of people have gotten at least their
first shots. My neighbor is working to fill slots
to get the vaccine for those who aren't on the
internet. So far, she's helped over 70 people
get appointments! She's still going, with 31
more on her list as of this moment. The virus
still hangs on out there, with some variants
that still keep us wary.
Other burdens or struggles in our lives
seem to carry on, with us hoping that someday
we will be past them. Someday is bright and
exciting at first. But, like the 60 - 91st days of
January, it gets old after a while. We long for
change, for hope, for that excitement or
brightness again. We catch a glimmer and
that's great. But soon feel we're just back into
the long wait…
"Gee, Pastor Dan, you are a Gloomy Gus
this month!" you might be thinking. I'm not
really - I'm better prepared for Lent this year
than ever! We have our virtual worship
services down to a science - even with a
technology glitch on occasion. People are
coming regularly to the brief communion
services during the week. Many of our

ministries go on! Life is good here at Our
Redeemer.
I hear the longing of many of God's
people who wish to gather in person again.
When we can safely, we will. Some won't
right away, as happened last time, because of
their own health concerns or for those they
care for. And that's OK. We miss you, no
matter what. Come back when you can.
Contact me for visits and home communion.
Tune in as the virtual worship will continue.
And share that link with others who feel cut off
and need a way to worship. All are welcome!
March is long. Lent is longer. Winter is
longer yet!
However, no matter what might wear us
down this time of year, or during this
pandemic, or the others things in life that get
heavy, remember Jesus. When the dreary
days darken our mood, let the light of Jesus
brighten it. When the burdens get too heavy,
let Jesus lighten your steps. When you
stumble in the dark or off the path, let Jesus
dust you off and put you back on track. Let
Jesus transform your life to be more like his,
that you might be light and strength for others
as well!
And remember…Easter is coming!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
Are you a glass half full or
glass half empty kind of person?
Experts remind us often about how you
look at life and what you choose to focus on
can make a big difference for you.
For example, suppose you only look at
how cold it is outside during the winter and
how much you hate to go out in it, so you
don't. If you do that, you miss out on some
spectacular scenery. You forget how the
spring flowers need that cold to get them
ready to bloom. You forget that without the
season of winter, the other seasons wouldn't
be as nice or different from each other.
The same is true during a pandemic, or an
illness, or other part of life that is difficult. Yes,
it is hard to be separated from some of your
family and friends (even though many of us
have found some ways to cheat a bit!). It is
lousy to feel lousy! Some days your job is
truly awful! However, Zoom/Facetime/Skype
have given us ways to see each other.
YouTube and live streamed services have
allowed us to worship "together" while apart.
This virus is rotten, but there are still good
things going on around you.
And that
job...even with its awful days, has its good
points and allows you to make a living.
Allowing yourself to see a little more of the joy
in life is really helpful for dealing with the not
so joyful stuff.
Be kind to yourself. Take joy or stress
reducing breaks. Pay attention to your mental
and physical health. If you do fear that you
are slipping physically, emotionally, or
mentally, please call your health care provider
right away.
~Pastor Dan
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In-Person Worship?
I write this just after our Council meeting.
Council concurs that, with the county numbers
going down the way they are, it is possible we
may be able to return to in-person worship!!
WooWoo!! Perhaps the middle of March?
Palm Sunday? Easter? Holy Week in-person
worship will look a little different than in years
past, but if it is safe to gather in-person, we
will. That is, provided the numbers don't spike
again with the new variants that are out there.
Many people are receiving the vaccine
which will help us gather safely. We are pretty
good with the precautions of wearing masks,
social distancing and no singing. That said,
we may be able to sing some outside on Palm
Sunday and Easter!
I don't want us to get ahead of ourselves!
Yes, the live streaming of our worship services
will continue. Watch for information in our
weekly emails about when we will make
changes to our worship plans.
~Pastor Dan

Some Thoughts on Ways to Give
It recently occurred to me that I’ve now
served as Stewardship Trustee at Our
Redeemer during three U.S. presidential
administrations. I started in 2009, the year
President Obama was sworn into office, and
served through both of his terms. I also
served through the Trump administration, and
now we are into the Biden administration.
Quite frankly, I could not have kept going for
nearly this long without the consistent support
of the congregation. This support has been
evident in the various ways that people in the
church have demonstrated their faithful
stewardship.
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For example, do you have an IRA you will
be taking a distribution from in the near
future? Members of the congregation have
been good enough to point out to me that it is
possible for at least some IRA distributions to
be donated directly to Our Redeemer and
avoid paying any income tax on the
distribution. You might also be able to claim a
charitable contribution on your income tax for
the amount of the donation. I’d suggest that
you consult with the administrator of your IRA
about this. This is something you might also
want to look into if you are taking a distribution
from your 401K plan.
Here’s another idea. About a year ago,
shortly after the impact of the coronavirus was
first felt in America, the stock market went into
a free fall. At the end of the first quarter
(March 31, 2020) the Dow Jones Average was
down over 23%. The stock market has, of
course, bounced back very nicely since then,
but experience has shown us that the stock
market can fall quite abruptly. So perhaps
now is the time to take some profits on stock
you may own. Here’s an example of how you
might find it beneficial to make a gift of stock
to Our Redeemer.
Say you bought a stock for $10,000
several years ago and it is now valued at
$25,000. If you sell the stock, you would owe
$2,250 in capital gains taxes ($15,000 x the
15% capital gain tax rate for most
middle-income households). If, however, you
were to donate the stock to Our Redeemer
rather than sell it, you would (1) eliminate any
capital gains tax, and (2) receive an income
tax charitable deduction for the stock’s full fair
market value of $25,000.
Before you proceed with this type of
non-traditional giving, be sure to talk to your
tax or financial advisor to see if it is right for
you. It could be that a donation of this kind
presents a “win-win” situation - good for Our
Redeemer and also for yourself!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee
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Outreach Opportunities Allow
Others to Step Forward
As we continue to move through the
effects of a COVID year with all of the
cancelled events and gatherings, there are still
so many times goodness shines through this
cloud of heavy grayness. We were given a
new message to pass to those we connect
with in our “Called to Serve Ministry”, bringing
contact in our separated world. We will do a
Cocoa House as soon as it is possible,
bringing families together in a positive way.
As you read last month, our heart shaped
pillows were made available for people to stuff
and sew closed. The usual ORLC suspects
showed up on February 13th and delightedly
took pillows home, but more than that, they
were willing to come back if there were any
left over. Taking that extra step.
A member of the community who
participated in the heart pillow activity offered
a suggestion about our tee-shirt grocery bag
project. She mentioned that cotton tank tops
could easily be made into a grocery bag - just
close the bottom. That makes the job of
conversion so easy. Again, if anyone has old,
but good tee shirts or TANK TOPS, either
make them into bags yourself or drop them off
at church. SiCM is trying to move away from
plastic bags and looking to use cotton ones.
Another community
member who has taken that
step forward by participating
in our craft/fabric events
called to say she would not be able to
participate in the heart pillow project, but
would try to participate next time. When I
mentioned we were going into the grocery bag
business, she said she had just spoken with a
friend who was complaining about having too
many tee shirts. Well, we know what she can
do with those. And now so does my friend.
Taking that step forward.
Opening a
conversation. Those are ways all of us can be
Outreach People for our church.
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Our Redeemer is such a
giving church. We have
received the blessings of
God through his son, Jesus.
Let’s watch for all the small
ways we can continue to lift
the heaviness of these times
for others.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Property Committee Update
We had our monthly meeting on February
18th with 6 people attending. We talked about
tasks that need to be completed by June 2021
and will be calling on members of Our
Redeemer to help with these tasks. With your
help, our church can be taken of.
Donations are still being accepted to help
fund the garden shed replacement. Our goal
is to replace the shed by early spring. Please
send donations to church labeled as shed
replacement. Many thanks for the generous
donations we have already received.

Christian Education
Although winter is still here, March always
seems so much closer to Spring! And
hopefully, as we continue our Lenten journey,
COVID numbers will continue to drop so that
we can worship together again. And with
worship, hopefully all those in-person
education opportunities. In the meantime,
check out these options - Bible study,
Facebook posts, re-watching Our Redeemer
YouTube offerings and reading your Bible. I'd
love to hear how you are continuing to "learn
more" during COVID. Maybe some of these
options should continue after COVID - what
are your thoughts?
Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee

“Dramatization”
Help us go from this:

To this:

Questions? Please contact me.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

2021 Schenectady
CROP Hunger Walk
This year, the Schenectady CROP
Hunger Walk will kick off on Sunday, May 2nd
so please save the date! Like last year, the
walk will be virtual. Church World Service
provided a new on-line website for the walks.
The new site makes it easier to find your local
walk, become a walker and donate toward the
walk. There will also be a virtual opening
ceremony on the day of the walk.
We won't be gathering with a large group
and walking together. This means walk in
your own space at your own pace in the spirit
of the Schenectady CROP Hunger Walk.
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About CROP - CROP Hunger Walks are
community-based walk events held in cities
and towns across the United States, raising
funds to support the global mission of Church
World Service, a faith-based organization
transforming communities around the globe
through just and sustainable responses to
hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster.
Twenty five percent of the funds raised are
returned to the host community to support
local hunger fighting efforts.
Background - The Crop Project was
organized in 1947 when farmers were asked
to donate food and seed crops to our hungry
neighbors in post-World War II Europe and
Asia, a program that soon became known as
the Christian Rural Overseas Program CROP. In 1969 in Bismarck, North Dakota,
and in 1970 in York, Pennsylvania, the first
walk events were organized to raise funds to
support CROP. Since then, CROP Hunger
Walk events have been held in hundreds of
communities large and small raising millions of
dollars to eradicate hunger and poverty.
Our Redeemer has been participating in the
annual Schenectady walk for many years and
has, at times, been in the top three in
donations among the organizations that
participate in Schenectady County. Our goal
this year is to raise $1,500. If you are able,
please consider supporting this cause with
whatever you can donate. The new website
makes it even easier to make a secure
donation electronically. To make an on-line
donation go to:
www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny
1. Click the DONATE tab
2. Then FIND A PARTICIPANT OR TEAM TO
SUPPORT
3. Search for Our Redeemer and then the
DONATE NOW button

M arch 2021

Checks made out to Church World
Service will be accepted as well as cash.
Please send donations to Mike Mehigan, Ron
Pucci or the Church office.
Please contact Mike Mehigan if you have
questions, want to join the team as a walker or
to donate to Team Our Redeemer.
Watch the new Church World Service Virtual
Walk Video Here.

Caring For Our Own
Update

We're looking forward to Spring and our
annual plant sale fund raiser. It will be here
before we know it! We're going to try to start
the ordering process earlier this year so we're
sure to get our favorites! We will plan a
CFOO meeting via Zoom sometime in March.
Please watch for information in the weekly
emails. Stay tuned!!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Men’s Group
We had a good turn out for February with
13 members in attendance. We planned who
will hosts meetings for the next 5 months. All
men 18 and older are welcome to join us.
Contact me if you want more information.

Chuck Cox
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WELCA

Our next Women of the ELCA meeting will
take place on Zoom between 6:30-8:00 pm on
March 2nd. Please look for the meeting link in
the congregational email sent on Friday,
February 26th. Mary will also send an email
with the link as the meeting approaches.
If you cannot access the Zoom link, we
can provide you with a telephone number that
links you to the meeting using your telephone
so you can speak with all of us during the
meeting. Please contact Mary or Linda if you
would like us to email you the Zoom link or call
you with the telephone information. We look
forward to catching up with one another and
our meaningful discussions around faith in life.
All women are invited to take part in these
meetings. We will be discussing our Lenten
Journey and projects for Lutheran World
Relief.
Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

Book Club
Book Club will meet via Zoom
on Friday, March 19th at 1 pm.
They will be discussing the book
The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa
Wingate. It is a historical fiction
story of three young women on a
journey in search of family. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
Here is a summary from Amazon.com:
Best-selling author Lisa Wingate brings to life
startling stories from actual "Lost Friends"
advertisements that appeared in Southern
newspapers after the Civil War, as newly freed
slaves desperately searched for loved ones
who had been sold away.
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Louisiana, 1875: In the tumultuous era of
Reconstruction, three young women set off as
unwilling companions on a perilous quest:
Hannie, a freed slave; Lavinia, the pampered
heir to a now destitute plantation; and Juneau
Jane, Lavinia's Creole half-sister. Each carries
private wounds and powerful secrets as they
head for Texas, following roads rife with
vigilantes and soldiers still fighting a war lost a
decade before. For Lavinia and Juneau Jane,
the journey is one of stolen inheritance and
financial desperation, but for Hannie, torn from
her mother and siblings before slavery's end,
the pilgrimage west reignites an agonizing
question: Could her long-lost family still be out
there? Beyond the swamps lie the limitless
frontiers of Texas and, improbably, hope.
Louisiana, 1987: For first-year teacher
Benedetta Silva, a subsidized job at a poor
rural school seems like the ticket to canceling
her hefty student debt - until she lands in a
tiny, out-of-step Mississippi River town.
Augustine, Louisiana, is suspicious of new
ideas and new people, and Benny can
scarcely comprehend the lives of her
poverty-stricken students. But amid the
gnarled live oaks and run-down plantation
homes lie the century-old history of three
young women, a long-ago journey, and a
hidden book that could change everything.
Don't forget to direct Choice Dollars®
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through
its Thrivent Choice® program can help
support organizations you care about. Don't
let Choice Dollars expire. Eligible Thrivent
Financial members who have Choice Dollars
available have until March 31, 2021 to direct
any remaining 2020 Choice Dollars. Help
support Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. Go
to www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn
more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent
Choice" after the prompt.
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Did You Know....?
Birthdays
Thank You
3/01
3/03
3/04
3/07
3/08
3/10
3/11
3/14
3/14
3/15
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/19
3/20
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/24
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/31

Donna Anscom be-W eakley

Heidi Tallman
Eunice Rice
Janet Taylor
Kevin Zoeller
Susan Hering
Edward Weston
Gavin Armstrong
Connor Blick
Mary Townsend
Ron Capello
Mallory Schettine
Jim Tallman
Sandy Bellomo
David Jennings
Karol Lunde
Madeline Herron
Emily Holman
R.J. Holman
Pastor Dan May
Susan Rice
Janice Wujciak
Gail Bassi
Nolan Taylor
Ted Seefeld
Karin Restina

We received words of thanks
from the following:
SiCM Food Pantry thanks us
for our food donations and
monetary contributions
collected during the months
of November and December
totaling $286.66.
Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry thanks us for our food
donations and monetary
contributions collected during
2020. Throughout the year,
they provided close to 13,000
meals to help those in need
in our community.

That we offer a weekly
worship service at 10 am on
Sunday mornings? You can
view the live stream on our
YouTube channel. If you
aren’t able to view the live
stream right at 10 am, you
can view the recorded service
from the beginning any time
after the service has
concluded.

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly

Pastoral Acts

Betty Brown was laid to rest
at Memory Gardens on
January 9, 2021.
If you have prayer requests,
please call the church at
(518) 393-5031 or email
Pastor Dan at:
orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com
Let us know if you would like
the prayers included during
worship &/or shared with the
Prayer Chain. Thank You!!

A funeral for Stephen
Hutchison took place at Our
Redeemer on February 20,
2021. He will be laid to rest
at Cooksborough Cemetery
at a later time.
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March at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Mar 2
WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
Mar 4
Outreach Committee Mtg; 6:30 pm
Mar 9
Worship & Music Committee Mtg; 7 pm
Mar 16
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Mar 18
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Mar 26
Messenger’s Voice Mailing; 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Mid-Week Taize Services (YouTube)
March 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
Viewable any time after 12 pm.
Palm Sunday Worship Service
March 28th; 10 am
Deadlines
Mar 5
Council Meeting Reports
Mar 21
Messenger Voice Articles
Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
COVID-19 required limitations. All meetings and events
will be decided on a case by case basis.

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Mar 11 Men’s Group; 7 pm (Zoom)
Host: John Torelli
Mar 19 Book Club; 1 pm (Zoom)
Host: Nora Guzewich

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
(In-person)
March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(Zoom)
March 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
ACES ~ On Hiatus

Communion Services
While we are not gathering for in-person worship, Pastor Dan offers
brief communion services for those who wish to come and take part.
Feel free to gather a few family or friends to come and commune together! If you have a few
people who would like to and can't make the designated dates, call him to arrange a time! These
are brief services (10-15 minutes) for up to 10 people. Please wear a mask and maintain social
distancing. We require you to call or email ahead of time so we know you are coming and are
prepared for you. Here's the schedule for March:

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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