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We have thankfully entered a new season for
COVID where things are getting a little bit more
normal. With increased vaccinations and decreasing
infection rates, we have resumed in-person services.
It was nice being there on Sunday. Hopefully, the
worst is way behind us.
I hope that you are doing well and can join us
soon. Until then, I wish you a blessed Holy Week and
Easter.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President

Alleluia!
Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen, Indeed!
Alleluia!
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Property Committee Update
This is the current list of tasks
the Property Committee is
working on. If you see a task
that you would like to assist
with, please contact the
committee member listed in
the chart, and remember....
many hands make light work!!
Questions? Please contact
me at.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

The Messenger's Voice
is published monthly
(except for combined June/July &
December/January editions)

by
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Large print edition
available upon request,

3 The Messenger’s Voice

April 2021

A Message from the Pastor
ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!!
ALLELUIA!!
Yes! It's that time of year again! This
year will be different than last, as we can
gather in person once again! WooWoo!!!
Of course, every year is different from
others. COVID-19 certainly made those
differences more pronounced, as did the
political climate in our nation and around the
world, some crazy weather and a host of other
things small and large. Life went on though,
with babies being born, people passing away,
joys and sorrows and in between times
carrying us along.
It seemed like a long year, with changes
in travel plans, family visits, any social plans.
Some businesses were hurt or bankrupt by
this past year. Others thrived - Zoom, for
example!
Through all this, the Church remained.
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church remained a
constant voice even for those who could not
gather. Our ministries remained.
Through all this, Jesus remained with us.
Jesus walked with us. Ran with us at times.
Sat and wept with us. Rejoiced with us.
Isn't that just like Jesus?
_ To know what we need, and to work at
providing it for us
_ To give us the strength and blessings we
need to keep going for each day
_ To give us strength and blessings we need
to be able to share them with others when
their walk of faith gets difficult
_ To give us the joys and blessings to
celebrate each day, no matter how many
things might bring us down
Isn't that just like God, who shepherded
his people from creation, through promises to
Abram and Sarai, to Moses, to the judges and
prophets and kings and priests and faithful

people. God who brought judgement at times,
followed by acts of love and grace. And often
times just acts of love and grace for the
people God called and formed and led.
Isn't that just like God, who, after judges
and prophets and kings and priests and all the
faithful people, would send Jesus, the Son of
God, the Messiah. The one foretold from
Moses' day, the one who came to teach and
lead and love and mourn with his people. The
one who lived pointing the way to God, then
dying for the sin of the whole world. The one
who lived, died and rose again to save and
redeem us as a Holy People, people created
in God's image, people claimed by God as
beloved children.
Isn't that just like God, through Jesus, and
the Holy Spirit, to continue to guide and teach
and admonish and forgive and love, and to
share grace and mercy and peace for us to
live our days in harmony with God.
Isn't that just like the God of old, the God
of Scripture and the God of our experiences.
So, after a difficult and stressful year of
COVID, we find that God is still there, still
faithful, still calling us and claiming us and
gracing us! Each day can be a bright one,
because God is there. Each day can have joy
in it, because God is there. Each day will
have some struggle, but not be impossible,
because God is there.
Even after a difficult year of political and
world events and pandemic, we can boldly
and faithfully proclaim that God is Good! All
the Time! All the Time! God is Good! And
because God is God, we can join in our Easter
shout loud and clear and often:
ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!!
ALLELUIA!!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
This month's Mental Health
Minute is almost a book report on
what many have learned over this
past pandemic year. We were
isolated (many still are) from one
another and from "normal" routines, hobbies,
and visits. It has been tough!
Many found ways to keep those
connections going. Zoom, Skype, Facetime,
and other video call platforms were used to
bring people together from across the country
to neighbors next door. Birthday parties
outside of nursing home resident's windows
made a connection. The art of sending letters
or cards flourished. Emails, texts and all kinds
of other means of communications were used.
This difficult time is not yet over. Keep up
your efforts at communicating with one
another, with sisters and brothers in Christ.
We all need some social interaction. It is even
more possible now than a year ago! Don't
miss an opportunity to spread some love and
grace with others!
If you do fear that you are slipping
physically, emotionally, or mentally, please call
your health care provider right away.
~Pastor Dan

In-Person Worship!
Hopefully by now you are aware that we
have resumed in-person worship. We are still
taking precautions such as wearing masks,
not singing, distancing, and sadly, worst of all,
no coffee fellowship.
However! We are holding two services
each Sunday, at 9 and 11 am. Both include
communion. We will HEAR hymns, not sing
them out loud though. Our Music Director will
play preludes and during communion. We will
see each other face to face when we pass the
peace!
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If you are not yet comfortable joining inperson, that is fine. You are encouraged to be
careful, not fearful. Be safe for you and for
others. Our services will continue to be live
streamed for your weekly worship. Brief
communion services will be offered as well, or
you can call Pastor Dan to schedule a home
visit or a brief service for you and family and
friends.
There is light at the end of the tunnel, and
it ISN'T an oncoming train! Thank God for the
strength and grace we
needed and still need to
get past this pandemic
and back to the work
Jesus calls us to!
~Pastor Dan

When to Call
Sometimes
people
wonder when they should
call or contact their pastor or
church office. Here are
some suggestions.
Call
your pastor or church office
when:
• you or a loved one is going into the hospital
• you would like a prayer shared for you or a
loved one
• you are not able to come to church for a
prolonged period of time
• you have a question, concern, or
suggestion about something at church
• your conscience is troubling you
• you're wrestling with a spiritual issue
• you have a question about something the
Bible says
• you know someone who wants to know
more about Jesus
Keep in mind that this is not an exhaustive list.
But don't forget to call and be blessed by your
Church family!
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A Year of COVID
If you are at all like
me you have seen, in the
last few weeks, plenty of
retrospectives on the
past year, written by
individuals reflecting on all the ways in which
the pandemic has impacted their lives, as well
as the lives of the people around them.
Indeed, it’s hard to imagine anyone whose life
has not been affected in one way or another
by the coronavirus. For example, my own
employment status has changed in ways I
could not anticipate a year ago, and I’m just
one of millions of people in the United States
who have experienced such a change in the
last twelve months. I also see that, according
to the Johns Hopkins University & Medicine
website, that there have been, to date, nearly
30,000,000 confirmed cases of the virus in
America, and that almost 550,000 people
have died in the U.S. due to the pandemic.
The number of people whose lives have been
significantly altered is incalculable.
But what of our life here at Our
Redeemer?
Well, from my stewardship
perspective, events have gone remarkably
well. To be candid, I thought that the absence
of in-person services might cause a dramatic
downturn in offerings. Happily, I was wrong
about this. The fact of the matter is that the
congregation has adopted alternate ways of
automated giving which have, to a major
extent, taken the sting out of the lack of
in-person services. And, thanks to the efforts
of Pastor Dan and Melissa, the congregation
has been able worship on-line every Sunday,
as well as observe our Wednesday Lenten
services.
Nevertheless, I am very grateful that we
have the opportunity to celebrate Easter
in-person this year, and that we can celebrate
with the hope, indeed, with the expectation,
that the worst of the pandemic is finally behind
us. What better occasion than Easter to make
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a special offering, to give
thanks to God for bringing us
safely through this difficult
time.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Why Do Outreach?
I was having trouble focusing on a topic
for this month's article, other than we hope to
open things up soon and plan
on having a Cocoa House on
April 24th. That is good news, as
the events are always fun for
those who attend. Watch for
details on this upcoming event.
But again, I was stuck as to what to write
until I read a column by Esau McCaulley sent
to me by Fred Hutchison, my Bible Study
buddy. The article from the New York Times
was called, Why You Can't Meet God Over
Zoom. In it I read why we have an Outreach
Committee; why we seek ways to introduce
our church and through it, God, to others and
why it is important to do Outreach in the best
way possible.
McCaulley writes, "Humans disappoint,
especially those we expect to share our
beliefs and values. We see other believers
fail to display the deep love for one another
and the stranger that is commended in our
sacred texts. We witness others compromise
our deepest values, sacrificed for access to
power. Integrity seems in short supply."
He goes on speaking about the reasons
we are sometimes afraid of inviting people into
our church's activities; the music is a little
off-key, the preaching is okay, most of the
time, but maybe not today, and people
sometimes stay in their own "pods", as the
usage is today. Maybe we think our church is
nice, but is it good enough to attract others?
Will they see what we see?
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McCaulley closes by writing, "Instead of
encountering the transcendent, we bump
against the limits of human talent. These
frustrations, large and small, cause some to
check out on religion in much the same way
that people have checked out on Zoom
services. We stay because attendance is not
about what the church gives us; it is our way
of offering something to God" since God has
blessed and loved us in so many ways. "It is a
small rebellion, a way of saying that there is
more to life than simply the acquisition of
more. It is an attempt to become the kind of
people who live lives of charity and service.
The very inadequacy of church services,
Zoom and otherwise, is a reminder we do not
come into churches to encounter a life lesson
on how to raise our children or to learn to be
good Americans, whatever that means. Our
aim is much more audacious. We are
attempting to encounter God and, in so doing,
find ourselves, possibly for the first time."
That is why we have an Outreach
Committee - to offer others an opportunity to
find the joy and peace and love of God. Hope
to see many of you at the Cocoa House and
our other community events; opportunities to
invite others to join us in
celebrating God's love for us.

Facebook, the weekly emails or the bulletin to
see all the different ways you can grow your
faith in fellowship with us!

Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Hello SPRING! We're ramping up for a
couple of GREAT Spring Events! I can't
remember what year Our Redeemer started
participating in the CROP Walk, but it sure is
a GREAT event! Make sure to read the article
in this newsletter with all the details so you
don't miss the opportunity. We're even
meeting as a team at church to do some
socially distant walking on May 2nd!
Our 5th Annual CFOO Plant Sale is ON!
We've got a new supplier, and with that comes
a few new plants to choose from. I've included
their website: www.hillardsgreenhouses.com
if anyone would like to check them out.
They've got some history! We're so excited to
be able to continue this annual fundraiser!

Christian Education
As we have even more options to worship
together (in-person or online), we continue to
find ways to learn more about our Christian
faith too. Sunday School has resumed inperson classes for children and ACES will
soon start again between services. Some
education options will have both an online and
face to face option. Be sure to check in on

Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee

What’s New in ACES?
With our return to
in-person services, we
will also be starting our
Adult Christian Education
Series (ACES) once
again between services on Sunday, April 11th,
the week after Easter. We will begin a video
series entitled Understanding the New
Testament. How was the New Testament
formed? By whom was it written? When was
it written? What are the themes of the various
books of the New Testament? Perhaps most
importantly, what do the various books of the
New Testament say to us today? We will be
looking at all those topics and more in our
series, so please feel free to join us!
Fred Hutchison

Social Ministry Update
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Order forms are included in this newsletter.
Remember to fill out the form completely and
include any additional notes.
Please don't delay in getting your plant
orders in. We're on an earlier schedule this
year so our order deadline is earlier than in
past years. That is out of our control, so
please do not DELAY, get your orders in
TODAY! (rhyme). Have to GO with the
FLOW----ers. (rhyme)

(From our 2020 Plant Sale)
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

2021
Schenectady
CROP Hunger
Walk
This year, the Schenectady CROP
Hunger Walk will kick off on Sunday, May 2nd
so please save the date! Like last year, the
walk will be virtual. Church World Service
provided a new online website for the walks.
The new site makes it easier to find your local
walk, become a walker and donate toward the
walk. There will be a virtual opening ceremony
on the day of the walk at 12:30.
Please Note this change since the last
Messenger’s Voice: Instead of gathering with
a large group in Schenectady, walkers from
Our Redeemer are invited to meet outside the
church starting at 12:15. If the COVID

numbers stay low, we will watch the opening
ceremony via zoom in the Fellowship Hall.
Following the ceremony, we will
walk
together, masked and distanced, down
Mohawk Ave to the Western Gateway Bridge
and back to church.
CROP Hunger Walks are communitybased walk events held in cities and towns
across the United States, raising funds to
support the global mission of Church World
Service, a faith-based organization
transforming communities around the globe
through just and sustainable responses to
hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster.
Twenty five percent of the funds raised are
returned to the host community to support
local hunger fighting efforts.
Our Redeemer has been participating in
the annual Schenectady walk for many years
and has, at times, been in the top three in
donations among the organizations that
participate in Schenectady County. Our goal
this year is to raise $1,500. If you are able,
please consider supporting this cause with
whatever you can donate.
The new website makes it even easier to
make a secure donation electronically. To
make an on-line donation go to:
www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny
1. Click the DONATE tab
2. Then FIND A PARTICIPANT OR TEAM TO
SUPPORT
3. Search for Our Redeemer and then the
DONATE NOW button
Checks made out to Church World
Service will be accepted as well as cash.
Please send donations to Mike Mehigan, Ron
Pucci or the Church office.
If you have questions, want to join the
team as a walker or to donate to Team Our
Redeemer. Please contact Mike Mehigan or
Ron Pucci.
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Christmas Jars
Men’s Group
We had a good turn out for our meeting in
March with 12 members in attendance. Our
next meeting will take place April 8th via Zoom.
The Bible study will be Daily Grind: Trials and
Temptations; James 1:1-18 (page 1683).
All men 18 and older are welcome to join
us. Contact me if you want more information.

Chuck Cox

WELCA

We had four woman gather for our March
meeting via Zoom. Our April meeting is
planned for Tuesday, April 6th at 6:30 pm.
This meeting may take a hybrid form, being
available both in-person and via Zoom. We
will share the meeting link and other details in
an email as the date approaches.
Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

Yes, I know we are celebrating Easter
this month but it is not too late start your
Christmas Jar. Let’s face it, we aren’t doing
much that we would normally do. Decoration
kits are available at church.
Since my elbow injury (I’m a member of
the Cobalt Club - more exclusive than Pastor
Dan’s Titanium Club), I can count on one
hand how many times I have been
somewhere besides a doctor’s office or
physical therapy. I didn’t drive for 3 months.
I was very blessed with friends and family who
were able to transport me the places I needed
to get to. As a result, I did notice our
Christmas Jar was very slow to show growth.
About a month ago, I decided that every
time I was the recipient of a good deed - a
ride, a meal, a card, a phone call or even a
silly text - anything that brightened my day - I
was going to pay it forward and put some
money in the jar. Guess what? There has
been growth in our Christmas Jar. There is
always a way to see HOPE out there. Let’s all
count our blessings and share Hope’s
message all year long!
Cindy Holman

Book Club
The Book Club will meet on
Friday, May 21st at 1 pm. The
location is TBD.
Weather
permitting, they may gather inperson on a porch or patio! If the
weather does not cooperate, they
will meet via Zoom. Watch for
further information as the date
approaches. They have chosen to read the
book The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah. You
can check out a summary of the book on the
Amazon or Barnes & Noble websites.

Garden Club “Freebies”
Our Garden Club is already
at work this season. Some of
our shade loving plants have
been struggling ever since we had some trees
removed. They get too much sun now. We
have some clumps of lily of the valley that
have been dug up and are available first
come, first served!! They are along the fence
on the eastern edge of our property; between
the wooden fence and the bricks. Lily of the
valley prefers shade. The flowers are small
yet very fragrant. Ferns will also be available
soon.
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A couple of bottle/can
return reminders:

Birthdays

4/02
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/07
4/08
4/09
4/10
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/15
4/17
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/29
4/30

Matthew Barnes
Jan Hall
Liam Meyer
Richie Novak
Carolyn Fall
Salvatore Martin
Randy Jerreld
Nicole Betz
Danielle Weires
Megan Meyer
Cindy Schulte
Samuel Stecher
Sean O'Connor
Elva Hutchison
Cindy Zielaskowski
Lois Kline
Kristen Rossler
Luana Moross
Helen Stecher
Robert Salerno, Jr.
Meredith Colacino
Nancy Novak
Scott Dion
Kelli Torelli
Elizabeth Harrington

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
S E AT C e n t e r / H o m e
Furnishings Program for
the contribution shared with
them through our Budgeted
Benevolence program.

Since our last newsletter,
we received two deposits
from Thrivent Choice
totaling $703.00!
We would like to thank:
Cindy Holman
Paul Henry
Patti Kopach
Betsy Meyer
Cindy Schulte
Mary Emma Townsend
Ginny & Ed Weston
for directing their
Choice Dollars
to our church.

• Only containers with NY
5¢ can be returned.
• No juice or sports drink
containers please
• No paper bags for returns;
they rip easily
• The Rotterdam Green
Bottle Redemption Center
on Altamont Ave. is also
accepting returns and will
credit your containers to
Our Redeemer
Thanks for your support!

Did You Know....?

If you have prayer requests,
please call the church at
(518) 393-5031 or email
Pastor Dan at:
orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com

That we have resumed inperson worship at 9 & 11 am
on Sunday mornings? We
offer a hybrid model as we
continue to live stream our 9
am service on our YouTube
channel. If you aren’t able to
view the live stream right at 9
am, you can view the
recorded service from the
beginning any time after the
service has concluded.

Let us know if you would like
the prayers included during
worship &/or shared with the
Prayer Chain. Thank You!!

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
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April at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
April 6 WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
April 15 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
April 20 Council Meeting; 7 pm
April 22 Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
April 23 Messenger’s Voice Mailing; 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
April 1 Maundy Thursday Worship Service; 7 pm
In-person & Livestream
April 2 Good Friday Worship Service; 7 pm
In-person & Livestream
April 4 Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday
In- Person Worship Services; 9 & 11 am
Livestream; 9 am
Celebration Sunday
April 24 Spring/Earth Day Cocoa House, 1-2:30 pm
Deadlines
April 5 Council Meeting Reports
April 18 Messenger Voice Articles

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
April 8 Men’s Group; 7 pm (Zoom)
Host: Pete Nowak

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
(In-person)
April 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(Zoom)
April 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
ACES ~ Sundays; 9:45 am
Fellowship Hall

Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
COVID-19 required limitations. All meetings and events
will be decided on a case by case basis.

Brief Communion Services
Pastor Dan will continue to offer brief communion services in the sanctuary at Our Redeemer
even now that we are back to in-person worship. Many are still not comfortable gathering in larger
groups of people, even with the precautions we take. For those who wish to receive the
sacrament, please call the office to let us know which service you plan to attend. If you and a few
others would like to share communion on a different date, please call the office. Pastor Dan is
more than willing to arrange that with you! The service takes 10-15 minutes, with 4-6 people
usually present. Please wear your mask & socially distance. The scheduled dates in April:
Sunday, April 4th (Easter); 6:30pm
Wednesday, April 7th; 11am

Sunday, April 18th; 6:30 pm
Wednesday, April 21st; 11am

Sunday, April 11th; 6:30pm
Wednesday, April 14th; 1 pm

Other times by request!

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

th

Palm Sunday ~ March 28
Worship Services 9 & 11 am
Advanced Sign-Up Required
Maundy Thursday ~ April 1
Worship Service 7 pm
nd

Good Friday ~ April 2
Worship Service 7 pm

st

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.

th

Easter Sunday ~ April 4
Worship Services 9 & 11 am
Advanced Sign-Up
Required

Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
E-Mail- ORLC@nycap.rr.com
http://www.ourredeemer.cc
(518) 393-5031 Fax (518) 393-2527
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