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Unbelievably it's almost May. We might still get a little of
that white stuff and some cold weather, but spring is here! And
with spring comes the Nominating Committee and Council
elections.
I just looked at the Job Lot advertisement. It said, “variety
is the spice of life.” Of course, I've heard that said many times
but didn't know where it came from so I Googled it. It was
written by William Cowper, a poet, in the late 18th century. Even
more interesting though was that the Oxford dictionary noted,
"New and exciting experiences make life more interesting.” How
ironic to find this when thinking about how we are still looking for
volunteers to serve on Council!
We are all called to be ministers in the Church. Have you
ever served on Council? If you are interested, let us know.
Maybe its that “something new” that'll put a little spice in your
life. If it's not Council you're interested in, there's lots more
opportunities. Council members would love to talk to you about
them! Hope to see you soon. May God bless you!

Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Christmas Jars

A few weeks ago, I got another note from Gini Parkin enclosing a few paper bills to add
to our Christmas Jar. It got me thinking that maybe some of you are having trouble filling your
jar by yourselves and need a partner. Go ahead and tell a friend what you are doing and ask
if they would like to help fill your jar in time for Christmas. (You know Christmas will be here
before you know it!) Be sure to involve them in deciding who you will be gifting your jar to and
sharing the message of HOPE.
Cindy Holman

•
•
•
•

Voter’s Meeting ~ Sunday, May 23rd
We will switch to our Summer Worship Schedule with a
single worship service at 10 am.
The Voter’s Meeting will take place following worship,
around 10:45.
You can choose to attend in-person or via Zoom.
The primary piece of business is to elect Council
members for the terms expiring at the end of June.
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A Message from the Pastor
I went to worship on an undisclosed Sunday
at an undisclosed location. I was glad to be inperson for worship, but this congregation and
pastor did not have the Easter shout tradition of:

ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!!
ALLELUIA!!
I was bummed. Then I worshiped with all of
you on an undisclosed Sunday from the comfort
of my couch. With many others recommending
it, I was in my jammies with my cup of coffee. I
will say two things:
1) I could get used to that….
2) I missed Holy Communion.
Now, it seems silly to miss Holy Communion
after not having it for just one Sunday. Some
people go weeks with out it, by choice or by
necessity. Health concerns, work, travel, kids
being sick, effects of being out/up too late the
night before, and a host of other things can keep
us from joining in worship regularly. COVID has
been a huge factor. On-line worship is good for
us when we can't be there.
There is something about communion that
is really important to me. The idea that Jesus is
literally feeding me at his table.
The
understanding that we are on holy ground, at a
holy meal.
Another chance to offer my
repentance and hear words of forgiveness and
grace. To hear again of all that Jesus endured
for me! For you too! For all!
I share this not to "guilt" you to worship (if
you are feeling that, let me say we worship
together at 9 and 11 am on Sunday mornings
until May 23rd , then at 10 am). Seriously. No
guilt intended. As I stated earlier, I find Holy
Communion to be a good thing for me for many
reasons. The idea of gathering at the same
table with sisters and brothers here is a good
thing. Many missed not being together for
weeks through these virus times, and are glad to
gather again when they can.

I have heard from and read on social media
many people dissing "organized religion." Look
at my office - not one thing is organized! Many
have found in these days of internet worship
many ways to be fed. That is also a good thing.
Lutherans NEVER said they had the secret
decoder ring for life and faith and salvation. We
just have a way that we believe is faithful to
Jesus as revealed in Scripture.
Be careful what you use in your search for
spiritually feeding sources. Paul writes to
Timothy (2 Tim 4) how people can get "itching
ears" to hear what they want to hear, rather than
the Gospel. That happens to us all the time!
Whether it is choosing what propaganda to
believe about politics or events, or which joint
causes you to predict the weather, we can get
pretty fickle about who and what to believe.
There is an advantage to being part of a
fellowship of believers - many advantages really!
I don't say this because this is how I make my
living, but because gathering with others is
helpful. Sisters and brothers around you can
encourage you in faith and in life. They can
remind you that you are not alone in all we face
day to day. They can keep you from straying
from corporate and community life into selfish or
self-serving habits or beliefs. Sisters and
brothers in Christ can certainly annoy the
daylights out of you, just like your blood ones.
They can also love you unconditionally when
that is most needed.
I enjoyed worshiping in my pajamas with my
cup of coffee. I joked with someone recently
that we'll have to install cupholders in our pews
for those who are there! Gathering regularly
can't be beat for the fellowship, the
encouragement, and the shouting together:

ALLELUIA!! CHRIST IS RISEN!!
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!!
ALLELUIA!!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan

4 The Messenger’s Voice

Mental Health Minute
I recently took two weeks off after Easter.
I rarely take time off right after Easter, usually
because I'm so far behind from Lent I need
that next week to catch up. But I was tired
emotionally, professionally, and spiritually.
COVID, disruptions of routines, some personal
conflicts, as well as the usual stress of Lent,
Easter, and resuming in-person worship just
wore me out. Many of my colleagues have
reported similar feelings. Some have even
resigned or retired because of it.
I share this for a bunch of reasons. One,
the time off was helpful. Two, a number of
you called, emailed, or sent texts to wish me
well. Still more were praying for me. I am
grateful for all of that.
I also share this to say that it is OK to take
a break, to walk away from responsibilities for
a time of renewal or rest. Do it before stress
gets the best of you! And communicate with
those you see as stressed, as your comments
and support are valuable and vital!
This difficult time is not yet over. Take
care of yourselves! Keep up your efforts at
communicating with one another. Don't miss
an opportunity to spread some grace with
others!
If you do fear that you are slipping
physically, emotionally, or mentally, please call
your health care provider right away.
~Pastor Dan

In-Person Worship!
Hopefully by now you are aware that we
have resumed in-person worship. We are still
taking precautions such as wearing masks,
not singing, distancing, and sadly, worst of all,
no coffee fellowship. We are holding two
services each Sunday, at 9 and 11 am. Both
services include communion. We will HEAR
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hymns, not sing them out loud though. Jon
will play preludes and while we commune.
We will see each other face to face when we
pass the peace!
If you are not yet comfortable joining in
person, that is fine. You are encouraged to
be careful, not fearful, and be safe for you and
for others. Our services will continue to be
live streamed for your weekly worship. Brief
communion services are offered as well, or
you can call Pastor Dan to schedule a home
visit or a brief service for you and family and
friends.
~Pastor Dan

Fellowship Opportunities
We were able to resume
Celebration Sunday on Easter with
pre-packaged cupcakes for everyone
to take as they left worship. We plan
on continuing Celebration Sunday, so
be ready to celebrate with us the first Sunday
of every month. We will celebrate all of our
members with May birthdays on Sunday, May
2nd . All are invited!! If you would be willing to
bake a batch of cupcakes during a particular
month, please let me know.
I know we are all looking forward to being
able to enjoy coffee fellowship together and I
promise once we are able to do so safely we
will have an EPIC coffee fellowship. Until
then, I urge all of you to take a few minutes
out of your week - maybe the time you
normally would spend on Sunday morning
enjoying coffee fellowship and make contact
with a friend from church. This past week, I
have had conversations with five church
members - four of whom I haven’t had any
contact with in months. What a great feeling
to reconnect with old friends. Try it - I
guarantee you both will feel good!
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee
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From our Property Trustee
HELP IS NEEDED
1. As we prepare for the arrival of our NEW
shed, we need to relocate the OLD shed. Are
you interested in the OLD shed?
Free, Free - Free - Free!!
If no one is interested in it, we still need to
remove it and will need assistance!!
2. The church is in
need of someone to mow
the lawn as Gregg
DeBraccio is unable to
do it this year.
Please contact Chuck Cox or the church office
if you can help.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

Return to Normalcy?
This spring has given us some hopeful
signs that conditions may finally be returning
to some semblance of normalcy here at Our
Redeemer. Sunday services are once more
allowing for limited in-person attendance. Our
ACES class is once again being held on
Sunday between services. Vaccinations are
proceeding apace; I suspect that by now most
of us have received at least one, if not both,
“jabs.” Can it be too long until we are all the
way back to normal? Are we approaching the
time when we will actually be able to sing
hymns in the sanctuary during services and
enjoy coffee fellowship once again? Is the
end of our time in the wilderness of the
pandemic at last in sight?
Let’s not get ahead our ourselves. We’ve
all seen enough to know that events can take
an unexpected turn very quickly.
Nevertheless, I believe we all have legitimate
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causes for optimism. One of the reasons for
this conviction has been the remarkably
consistent stewardship that the congregation
has demonstrated over the course of the past
year. This has shown that, even in the midst
of the most difficult and novel circumstances,
the membership here at Our Redeemer will
give the church their faithful financial support.
So, while we all hope and pray for a speedy
end of the pandemic, we can also take
assurance in the belief that, whatever the
future holds, Our Redeemer will endure and
prosper in the long run.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

What Does Outreach Look Like?
Part of the Outreach Committee’s duties
is to witness for Christ to others. There are
many ways to do this - through our words and
through our actions. Several news stations
have begun to close their shows with uplifting
feel good stories. What part can we play to
bring the Good News of God’s love to others?
Here are some samples of “good deeds.”
Members of Our Redeemer do some of this
type of activities in Jesus’ name. Could we do
more? Always. Watch for Outreach events
that will come on board as things open up!!
We hope all of them are as much fun as our
recent Cocoa House!!
“I was balancing caring for a toddler and
working a full-time job, all while my Navy
husband was on extended duty overseas.
One evening, the doorbell rang. It was my
neighbor, a retired chief petty officer, holding
a breadboard loaded with a freshly cooked
chicken and vegetable stew. ‘I’ve noticed
you’re getting a little skinny,’ he said. It was
the best meal I’d had in months.”
(Patricia Fordney, Corvallis, Oregon)
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“Last December, before work, I stopped at
a deli and ordered an everything bagel with
cream cheese. It was toasty warm, and I
couldn’t wait to dig in. But as I left the store, I
noticed an older indigent gentleman sitting at
the bus stop. Knowing it would probably be
his only warm meal of the day, I gave him the
bagel. But all was not lost for me. Another
customer from the deli offered me half of her
bagel. I was so delighted because I realized
that in one way or another, we are all looked
after.”
Liliana Figueroa (Phoenix, Arizona)
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Christian Education
As the weather gets better, more things
are settling back into a routine. Sunday
School continues to meet every other week at
church. Bible Study continues both in person
and via Zoom (check your bulletin for
specifics) and Fred has resumed ACES,
covering the topic of the New Testament,
between services on Sunday. I wanted to
thank all the folks who make these classes
possible, despite the challenges; growing our
faith is something we spend a lifetime doing!
Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee

Social Ministry Update
What an amazing church we have. We
delivered supplies for 160 sandwiches to
Bethesda House and Al, the kitchen manager,
said our church always delivers just when he's
about to order. He said the guests enjoy the
fresh bread and cold cuts immensely.
We had almost 40 plant orders for our
CFOO plant sale fundraiser!! These include
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many donations of plants for our church
gardens as well. Thank you to everyone who
ordered.
Tentative plant pick-up (if on schedule):
Saturday, May 15th from 12 - 3 pm &
Sunday, May 16th from 9:45 am - 12 pm
We will have lots of extra flowers and
vegetable plants to sell if you missed the order
deadline. Please be patient and let us make
sure all orders are accounted for before
taking/purchasing any extras!
Coming soon to Our Redeemer!!
Although masks are still needed, we looked
into the cupboard to see what else we can
create for a little variety. What we found was
a group of half-finished quilts. We have quite
a few lovely tops that just need the filling and
the backing - both of which we have. We can
already hear the voices saying, "I don't sew.
I don't know how to quilt!". Actually, we will
put the quilts together, but will need people to
tie knots into the quilts to stabilize the three
parts. Tying knots - most of us can do that.
These finished quilts will be given to St. Paul's
Shelter and Schenectady City Mission. Watch
for more details soon. Not sure, but we might
even be able to come together and enjoy
company when we do these at church - all
spaced out properly, of course.
YIPEE! We are able to revive our Friday
Family Lunch Program this summer serving
lunch every Friday from 11:30 to 12:30. The
program will be open to the community, as it
has been in the past. There may be
adjustments made depending on the health
requirements. We are excited to bring back
this well-received service to the community.
We will have bags-to-go for the children
attending. Watch for more details and check
your schedule to see if you can participate.
Contact Sylvia Raushi, Joan Jones, Alice
Hokenson or Janice Walz if you have any
questions.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee
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2021 Schenectady
CROP Hunger
Walk

Men’s Group

The Schenectady CROP Hunger Walk will
take place Sunday, May 2nd. Instead of
gathering with a large group in Schenectady,
walkers from Our Redeemer are invited to
meet outside the church starting at 12:15. If
the COVID numbers stay low, we will watch
the opening ceremony at 12:30 via zoom in
the Fellowship Hall. Following the ceremony,
we will walk together, masked and distanced,
down Mohawk Ave to the Western Gateway
Bridge and back to church.
CROP Hunger Walks are communitybased walk events held in cities and towns
across the United States, raising funds to
support the global mission of Church World
Service, a faith-based organization
transforming communities around the globe
through just and sustainable responses to
hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster.
Twenty five percent of the funds raised are
returned to the host community to support
local hunger fighting efforts.
To make an on-line donation go to:

We had a small turn out this month for the
Men's Group meeting but we had a good Bible
study. Thank you, Pete, for leading. Our next
meeting will be in-person at John Torelli’s
house on May 13th.
We are sad at the loss of a long time
member, Jack Eldridge. He will be missed by
us all. God's be with his family and loved
ones.
All men 18 and older are welcome to join
us. Contact me if you want more information.

www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny

Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

1. Click the DONATE tab
2. Then FIND A PARTICIPANT OR TEAM TO
SUPPORT
3. Search for Our Redeemer and then the
DONATE NOW button
Checks made out to Church World
Service will be accepted as well as cash.
Please send donations to Mike Mehigan, Ron
Pucci or the Church office.
If you have questions, want to join the
team as a walker or to donate to Team Our
Redeemer. Please contact:
Mike Mehigan or
Ron Pucci

Chuck Cox

WELCA

The Women's Group will meet at church
May 5th. For any who would like to attend via
Zoom, please contact Mary for the link. We
hope to see you there!

Book Club
The Book Club will meet on
Friday, May 21st at 1 pm. The
location is TBD.
Weather
permitting, they may gather inperson on a porch or patio! If the
weather does not cooperate, they
will meet via Zoom. Watch for
further information as the date
approaches. They have chosen to read the
book The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah. You
can check out a summary of the book on the
Amazon or Barnes & Noble websites.
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Strawberry Fest
Birthdays

5/04
5/04
5/08
5/08
5/10
5/15
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/28
5/29

Susan Duchnycz
Terri Phillips
Matthew Cristiano
Janice Seefeld
Dave Hahn
Darlene Robinson
Kim Meyer
Cindy Jennings
Betsy Meyer
Gregg DeBraccio
Audrey Chouffi
Thomas Stecher
Karen Smith

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
Schenectady Community
Ministries (SiCM) for these
monetary donations:
• January: $93.33
• February: $93.33
• “Soup”er Bowl: $510.00
Bethesda House for our
monthly d o n a t ions of
sandwich supplies over the
past several months.

Since our last newsletter,
we received two deposits
from Thrivent Choice
totaling $512.00!
We would like to thank:
Renate Dowgos
Melissa Jerreld
Pastor Dan May
Janice & Dave Walz
for directing their
Choice Dollars
to our church.

We are pleased to announce
that our annual Strawberry
Fest will return this year. It
may look a little different, but
it will take place Saturday,
June 12th. Please save the
date as we will need LOTS of
volunteers to make this event
a success!! Proceeds will be
used to support our Friday
Family Lunch Program.
Please contact Cindy Holman
if you have questions or
would like to volunteer.

Did You Know....?
If you have prayer requests,
please call the church at
(518) 393-5031 or email
Pastor Dan at:
orlcpastor@nycap.rr.com
Let us know if you would like
the prayers included during
worship &/or shared with the
Prayer Chain. Thank You!!

That we have resumed inperson worship at 9 & 11 am
on Sunday mornings? We
offer a hybrid model as we
continue to live stream our 9
am service on our YouTube
channel. If you aren’t able to
view the live stream right at 9
am, you can view the
recorded service from the
beginning any time after the
service has concluded.

Pastoral Acts
ORLC Scotia on YouTube
A funeral for John “Jack”
Eldridge, Jr. took place at
Our Redeemer on April 3rd.
He was laid to rest at
Memory Gardens on April 5th.

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
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May at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
May 4 WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
May 6 Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
May 18 Council Meeting; 7 pm
May 20 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
May 28 Messenger’s Voice Mailing; 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
May 2 Celebration Sunday
CROP Walk; Gather 12:15 pm
May 23 Day of Pentecost ~ Wear RED!!
Worship Service 10 am
Voter’s Meeting; 10:45 am

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
May 13 Men’s Group; 7 pm
Host: John Torelli
May 21 Book Club; 1 pm
Host: TBD
May 26 Scotia Memorial Day Parade

Deadlines
May 5 Council Meeting Reports
May 23 Messenger Voice Articles

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
(In-person)
May 5th, 12th & 19th

Worship Team & Calendar pages omitted due to the
COVID-19 required limitations. All meetings and events
will be decided on a case by case basis.

Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
(Zoom)
May 12th & 19th
ACES ~ Sundays; (Fellowship Hall)
Between Services: May 2nd, 9th, 16th
Following 10 am Service: May 30th

Brief Communion Services
Pastor Dan will continue to offer brief communion services in the sanctuary at Our Redeemer
even now that we are back to in-person worship. Many are still not comfortable gathering in larger
groups of people, even with the precautions we take. For those who wish to receive the
sacrament, please call the office to let us know which service you plan to attend. If you and a few
others would like to share communion on a different date, please call the office. Pastor Dan is
more than willing to arrange that with you! The service takes 10-15 minutes, with 4-6 people
usually present. Please wear your mask & socially distance. The scheduled dates in May:
Sundays:

May 2nd (6:30 pm)
May 16th (6:30 pm)
May 23rd (6:30 pm)

Other times by request!

Wednesdays:

May 5th (11 am)
May 12th (1 pm)
May 19th (11 am)

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
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