Vol. 96 No. 5

June/July 2021

THE MESSENGER’S
VOICE
THE GOOD NEWS FROM OUR REDEEMER

CONTENTS
A Message
from the President. . . . . . 1
Christmas Jars. . . . . . . . . . . . 2
A Message
from the Pastor. . . . . . . . . 3
Mental Health Minute. . . . . . . 4
In-Person Worship!. . . . . . . . 4
Brief Communion Services. . 5
Property Committee
Update. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
FREE MONEY!!. . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Springs in the Desert. . . . . . . 6
Christian Education. . . . . . . . 7
What’s New In ACES?. . . . . . 7
Outreach Through
Open Doors. . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Fellowship Committee
Update. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Men’s Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
WELCA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Book Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Birthdays. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Thank You. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
June/July at a Glance.. . . . . 10

A Message from the President
It was so great to see so many faces at
our May Voter's Meeting! I hope that through
the summer, we will begin to see more people
at church with or without masks.
As this is the last Messenger's Voice
until August and we just closed out the
program year with elections, I want to share a
wholehearted thank you for all of the work
done this year by our Council members who
are stepping down - Chuck Cox, Linda
DeBraccio and Dave Hahn. We are grateful
that you answered the call. I also thank all of
you who help in ways seen and unseen
whether ushering each and every Sunday,
stuffing the bulletin, feeding the poor and
lonely, visiting shut-ins, praying for our church
or helping with the myriad of activities that
have gone on even through COVID. We truly
couldn't do it without you. May you be blessed
with an enjoyable and healthy summer.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Christmas Jars

As I write this article, we are 7 months away from Christmas Eve - the perfect time to gift
your Christmas Jar. It is never too early to start thinking about who you will gift your jar to. Start
the conversation in your house or keep your eye out on your travels for who could be the
recipient.
How full is your jar looking? Ours is almost 2/3 full. Now that people are starting to get
out and about more and COVID restrictions have eased up, it should be easier to make some
progress filling up those jars. I recently treated a friend to ice cream. I was happy to finally have
some time to catch up with her and just as happy to get bunch of coins back from my cash
transaction. My first thought was this is going to make some great noise going into our jar. Then
I thought, what great way to work on filling up the Christmas Jar!! When you treat yourself to
something (it can be anything you enjoy) - try to put the change in your Christmas Jar. It will
become a treat for you and someone else when you share the Message of Hope.
Cindy Holman
Alex DeBraccio,
son of Gregg & Linda DeBraccio,
graduated from the
University at Albany with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business.
He has begun his job search
sending out resumes and we wish
him the best of luck.
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A Message from the Pastor

I got laid off from my job, on Pentecost
Sunday of all times! St. Peter Lutheran
Church in Malta has called a pastor to serve
part time. I wish Pastor Jinney and the folks
at St. Peter joy and boldness of faith as they
begin their journey together. I enjoyed my
time there as this congregation needed some
time to regroup and start looking towards the
future.
Thankfully, I haven't lost my "current" job,
um, call, here at Our Redeemer. We too have
been spending some time regrouping and
looking towards the future, in a variety of
ways.
Our Property Committee has been
hustling to keep our building and grounds in
good condition. This costs money sometimes
when repairs are needed. I applaud their work
and the support of the congregation to fund
these needed projects.
Our evening Bible Study group grew to
about 18 people as we read the book
Reclaiming the "L" Word: Renewing the
Church from Its Lutheran Core. This is a
fascinating book that tells of one pastor and
congregation and their journey together to
serve Jesus. As the book finished, we took a
couple of weeks to talk about what dreams
God might have for Our Redeemer. Watch
and listen for ways you can help.
Our Outreach Committee has continued
to do their work, and most recently applied for
a grant to help plan some events to get
everyone back to worship. The really cool
thing about this is that we can do these events
with or without the grant - the grant will let us
do more publicity and food prep.
Our other committees have continued to
work through COVID and other difficulties, and
are still working on plans for the future.
Speaking of future, we have a 100th
Anniversary coming up in 2024 (congregation)
and 2027 (the original part of the building).
We could use your help gathering stories
especially from our older members. Please

talk with them, take note, or better yet, audio
or video record these stories. We don't want
to lose track of some of our history and
heritage as we move into the future! Help us
out-please! See or call me about helping with
this adventure.
We are changing the protocols about
gathering for in-person worship. There is an
article later in this newsletter that uses a lot of
words to explain how we will loosen our mask
requirements while also doing our best to
keep everyone safe. If at any point there is a
spike in new cases of COVID or a new
vaccine-resistant strain comes along, we'll
adjust as necessary. But for now, please read
and honor and follow these new guidelines for
our worship life together.
For as much as we'd like church to never
change, we know it does. The world keeps
changing. That was true in Jesus' day, and is
still true now. We just celebrated the Day of
Pentecost, which marks the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon all believers. That even
certainly changed people and the world! We
here in the Church are continually changed,
made new, built up, and sent out to be God's
people in the world, people who live differently
because of Jesus. It is a good thing to see
changes that come about because God is still
at work in us, in our congregation, and in the
world.
How will you be different in the future?
God knows! How will we be different as Our
Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church in the
months and years ahead? God knows! Take
time to listen to what God might have in store
for you, or your family, or your church. It is
amazing and a blessing to see God at work in
us and around us! Go boldly, following God's
lead!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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In-Person Worship!
Mental Health Minute
Reducing and learning to handle stress
can have a significant impact on your physical
and mental health. By making the simple
lifestyle changes below, you can put yourself
in a better position to handle life's ups and
downs.
•
Don't take on too much responsibility learn to say no
•
Ask for help when you need it
•
Take meditation or relaxation breaks
•
Make a task list & do one thing at a time
•
Exercise & eat healthy
•
Make time for your hobbies
•
Share your feelings with a friend or family
member
Not getting enough sleep can increase
stress and has been linked to chronic
conditions such as diabetes, heart disease,
obesity, and depression. Most adults need
seven to nine hours of sleep each night. To
keep your body and brain working properly:
•
Power down electronics & keep anything
that causes stress out of your bedroom
•
Develop a sleep schedule
•
Create a bedtime routine
•
Use a comfortable, supportive mattress &
pillows
•
Keep your room cool & dark
•
Avoid alcohol or caffeine close to bedtime
This difficult time is not yet over. Take
care of yourselves! Keep up your efforts at
communicating with one another. Don't miss
an opportunity to spread some grace with
others!
If you do fear that you are slipping
physically, emotionally, or mentally, please call
your health care provider
right away.
~Pastor Dan

The days of COVID-19 ruling our lives are
waning! We have adjusted our protocols at
this point for in-person worship. The CDC and
the Governor's office have approved going
mask-free if you are fully vaccinated. Council
discussed this at length at their May meeting
and came up with this new guidance for our
worship together. We will go by the honor
system here at ORLC, but do still have a few
precautions that we ask all to follow.
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

If you are not feeling well, please stay
home and enjoy the live stream worship
If you are NOT vaccinated, or are still
concerned about COVID-19, please feel
free to wear a mask
If you are fully vaccinated and are feeling
well, you may remove your mask during
worship
We will trust those who worship with us to
act in the best ways possible for the
safety of everyone
ORLC will be a judgement free zone, so if
you choose to wear a mask or not, both
will be accepted
We will still not be singing at worship for
a while
SOME of the ribbons blocking off pews
will be removed to allow for more people
in the sanctuary. Please be mindful of
spacing when possible.
The front section ribbons will not be
removed for those who still desire
distancing
The front windows of the sanctuary will be
opened, and the large exhaust fan in the
sanctuary will be on to better change the
air
The A/C fan will be running as well, using
the high-quality filters we have on that
system
If you haven't already,
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If you are not yet comfortable joining inperson, that is fine. You are encouraged to be
careful, not fearful, and be safe for you and for
others. Our services will continue to be live
streamed for your weekly worship. Brief
communion services are offered as well, or
you can call Pastor Dan for scheduling a
home visit or a brief service for you and family
and friends.

We have ordered new smoke detectors
and they are being installed this week. Our
new shed should be installed by June 1st. We
are thankful to all who made contributions
towards the cost of the new shed including the
Brown family for authorizing the use of
memorial funds for this project.
These projects were all voted on and
approved at our May Voter’s Meeting:

Reminder: Summer Worship
times are Sunday at 10 am
and 6:30 pm. The evening
service will be outside when
possible.

• The uneven sidewalks around church are a
tripping hazard. The ball park figure to
correct this situation is $5,000 to $9,000.
• Our main doors and the old entry doors are
rotting away. For this reason, they should
be replaced. The estimate for this is
$14,500.
• Our sanctuary has not been painted in 20 25 years. The estimate to paint the
sanctuary and narthex is $6,300. This
would not include unbolting and moving the
pews away from the outer walls.
• To prevent ice and snow build up in front of
the area of refuge door, we should have a
portico similar to the one over the Glen
Avenue doors. Our cost estimate for this
project is $7,200.

~Pastor Dan

Brief Communion Services
For those still not comfortable with
in-person worship, Pastor Dan will offer brief
communion services in the sanctuary at Our
Redeemer on Wednesdays at 1 pm. For
those who wish to receive the sacrament,
please call the office to say you are planning
to attend. If you and a few others would like
to share communion on a different date or in
your home, please call the office. Pastor Dan
is more than willing to arrange that with you!
The service takes 10-15 minutes. Please
wear your mask and socially distance.

Property Committee Update
As I look back on my term as Property
Trustee, I am proud of the team of volunteers
and all the work they have accomplished.
There remains, however, much more to be
done to keep God's house in good shape.
The grounds are looking good with the old
stump removed in the playground area, and
grass filling in the bare spots of the lawn. The
Garden Club has been hard at work planting
colorful flowers and trimming shrubs as
needed. We have hired someone to mow the
lawn for this year’s growing season.

The Property Committee
will not meet in June or July.
Thank you for all your help.
Chuck Cox
Property Trustee

FREE MONEY!!

No one responded to the "Help Wanted"
section last month, so I thought I'd change it
up to get your attention! We still need help
with:
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•

•

•

•

People to record stories of Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church history. From way back
or from last week. Record them, video or
audio or on paper, and get them to the
church! Our 100th Anniversary is coming,
and we'd like to hear as many stories as
we can.
Stories about weddings,
baptisms, celebrations, ministries,
occasions, Pastors, whatever. If you can
go to some of our older members and
record their stories that would be great!
We currently need persons who would be
interested in helping with ushering, being
a communion assistant, or folks to run the
live-stream equipment. Ample training is
offered. If after training you are still not
comfortable, we will talk some more!
Window washers! We had new windows
installed at the church, and they are
beautiful. Now that the weather is better,
it's time to get rid of the streaks! If you
can offer an hour or a day, please come!
Cleaning supplies are here, we just need
bodies to make it so.
Plumber? Plumber's helper? Know just
enough to be dangerous? We have a
bunch of simple plumbing repairs that
need to be done here in the building.
Most involve replacing washers and/or O
rings. Not for one who has never done it,
but not rocket science either.

If you can help with any of these things,
let the church office know, and have at it!
~Pastor Dan

Springs in the Desert
Among the biggest stewardship
challenges that I, and I suspect many other
people, face are the countless requests for
money received from charitable organizations.
This used to be heaviest in the weeks before
Christmas, but it seems to me that this has
now become a year-round phenomenon.
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Most of us are people of average means, and
it is impossible for us to respond to every
request. So what are we to do to be good
stewards of the resources God has given us?
A good place to start is right here at Our
Redeemer. We have a number of excellent
ways you can give and volunteer to help feed
the hungry: SiCM, the Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry, ELCA World Hunger, the Salvation
Army, Bethesda House and our Friday Family
Lunch Program are some of them, along with
special events such as the CROP Walk and
“Soup”er Bowl Sunday. All of these provide
highly worthwhile ways for us to demonstrate
our stewardship.
But Jesus commands us to not only give
food to the hungry; we also are to provide
water to the thirsty (see Matthew 25:35).
Water is vital; scientists tell us that while the
human body can survive for about three
weeks without food, it can do so for only about
three days without water. Yet access to clean
water is an immense problem for at least 1.8
billion people today, nearly 25% of the world
population. Many people in Africa, Asia and
other parts of the world struggle to gain
access to any water, clean or contaminated.
Indeed, it is estimated that illnesses from
unsafe water kill at least 840,000 people each
year, most of them children under five. And it
should also be noted that, due to climate
change, this is a problem that is growing
worse.
This is why the
Upstate NY Synod
began a program called
“Springs in the Desert” to
help people throughout the world have access
to clean water. The Synod has set a goal of
raising $40,000 for this effort, and looks for
every church in the Synod to contribute $400.
This strikes me as a very reasonable request,
and I think that we should be able to do better
than that here at Our Redeemer.
I’d
encourage each of you to make a contribution
to this cause, and be sure to mark your
offering envelope “Springs in the Desert.”
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I’d like to wish each of you a safe, happy
and relaxing summer, but remember - there is
no vacation from our lives of good
stewardship.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Christian Education
Sunday School has ended for this year
and I especially wanted to thank the kids,
parents, teachers and volunteers who went
above and beyond to have some level of
"normal" while growing the faith of our youth.
Keep an eye on both Facebook and the
Messenger's Voice calendar for Bible Study
options too.
Linda DeBraccio
Education Trustee

What’s New In ACES?
For the past several weeks, we have been
holding ACES class between services on
Sunday morning and viewing a video series
entitled Understanding the New Testament.
These videos have been well received by the
class. In light of this, we decided to keep the
class going during the summer, even though
we have now changed to one Sunday morning
service, held at 10 am. ACES will be held
after the service, starting about 11 am.
These videos explore either a book in the
New Testament or an issue surrounding the
New Testament. Each week is completely
different from the week before. So, even if
you haven’t had an opportunity to join us yet,
please feel free to do so. You may learn
something about the New Testament that you
don’t already know and enjoy yourself in the
process!
Fred Hutchison
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Outreach Through
We got it done.
We finished the
application for the ELCA Open Doors Grant.
The purpose of the grant is to invite people
back to church and to reach out to the broader
public. The Outreach Committee put their
heads together and came up with a triple play
of events. First, on July 18th, we will have a
special 4th Anniversary Celebration for our
Turquoise Table and Little Library at 11:30
am. We will be serving lunch and enjoying a
few family games. The second event will be
a “Son Rise Concert” at Freedom Park on
Sunday, August 15th from 3-5 pm. A hymn
sing will be woven into a program of praise
music by the Back Porch Pickers and Selah,
from Trinity Presbyterian Church. The last
event is our Rally Day on September 12th. We
will enjoy a meal to celebrate that we can
come together. Watch for more details on
these events and mark them on your
calendars.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Fellowship Committee Update

Celebration Sunday will continue on June
6 and July 11th. Please note the date change
for July. With July 4th being on a Sunday this
year we thought celebrating on the 11th would
allow us to celebrate with more members. We
need bakers to help make the cupcakes.
Please let Cindy Holman know if you would be
willing to make a batch of cupcakes.
Once we are able to safely gather in the
Fellowship Hall in a large group, will reinstate
th
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Coffee Fellowship. I know all of us are
anxious to have this precious socialization
time back, but we need to be patient a while
longer. I promise it will be worth the wait!
Think of all the treats you have missed and let
me know what they are so we are sure to
include them in our first few coffee fellowship
opportunities. Just put a note in my mailbox
so I can start compiling a list.
The Fellowship Committee will be holding
a meeting on June 24th at 7 pm. We would
love to have some new members join us who
are interested in organizing and planning
fellowship events.

June/July 2021

Book Club
Linda Nowak will host the
next Book Club meeting at her
camp on Friday, July 16th. They
will be celebrate Christmas in
July as they discuss the book
Manchester Christmas by John
Gray. Yes, the news anchor from Channel 10.
He has developed quite a following as a
writer.....of children’s picture books and now
with his first novel. He has a huge fan base
on Facebook as well.
Here is a brief summary of the book:

Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

Men’s Group
We had a good in-person meeting in May
and the Bible study was good. We thank John
Torelli for having us at his home. We will
meet in June but there will not be a Bible
study; just a BBQ dinner. All are invited,
location TBD.
All men 18 and older are welcome to join
us. Contact me if you want more information.
Chuck Cox

WELCA

The Women of the ELCA will meet in the
Fellowship Hall (and via Zoom) on June 1st at
6:30 pm. Drop in to enjoy some much needed
fellowship, a discussion about how faith works
in our every day lives and a laugh or two.
We'd love to see you there!
Linda DeBraccio & Mary Rainey

“A young writer is drawn to a small New
England town in search of meaning for her
life.
Soon, she encounters kindness,
romance, and is pulled into a mystery
centered on an old, abandoned church and
the death of a special girl. Are the images
that only she can see in the church's
stained-glass windows a warning, or is
someone trying to reach her, to help heal this
broken community? Manchester Christmas
illustrates how God often uses the most
unlikely among us to spread grace and
healing in a wounded world. Full of love,
hope, and forgiveness, this debut novel from
an Emmy-winning writer will touch your heart
and have you longing for Christmas in
Manchester.”
If you read Manchester Christmas and
enjoy it, you should know that John has
written a sequel called Chasing Manhattan,
which is set to be released in August.
Included in this newsletter is a copy of the
Strawberry Fest flyer. If you live or work in an
area where you could post it on a bulletin
board visible to the community, we would
really appreciate the publicity. The sign-up
sheets are posted in the Fellowship Hall. In
order for the event to be a success, we need
your help!! Please take a look!! Thank You!!
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Birthdays

6/01
6/05
6/07
6/08
6/10
6/11
6/12
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/18
6/18
6/20
6/25
6/26
6/28
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30

7/04
7/06
7/07
7/09
7/10

Thomas Nelson
Melanie Hooker
Joanne Reynolds
David Walz
Brady Weatherwax
Victoria Costello
Gretchen Gustman
Krista Gogis
Fred Hutchison
Bruce Hering
George Weires
Lynn Sullivan
Dan Weatherwax
Melissa Jerreld
Tom Schulte
Grace Pachucki
Bailey McKenna
Evelyn Brockett
Warren Sheldon
John Smith
Mialisa Herron
Dale Micalizzi
Margaret Stibinger
Tracie Dunn
Melinda Stecher

Virginia Kaufmann
Michael Mehigan
Lizzie Tallman
Pamela Hoh
Sharon Mehigan
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7/10
7/10
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/17
7/17
7/19
7/20
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/28
7/29
7/30
7/31
7/31

Gary Micalizzi
Thad Raushi
Michael Cristiano
Charles Cox
Al Zielaskowski
Renate Dowgos
Cathleen Leininger
Connor Chapman
Linda Phillips
Aimee Pachucki
Becca Countermine
Kathy Meyer
Shari Pucci
Claude Phillips
Sylvia Raushi
Marga Vandenberg
Bertha Alden
Dennis Meyer
Edith Mohlenhoff

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
Upstate New York Synod
for our Synod Benevolence
totaling $4,400 throughout
2020.
Joan Nicole Prince Home
for our donation in the
amount of $75.00 from our
Budgeted Benevolence
program.
Pulmonary Fibrosis
Foundation for a donation of
$100.00 given by the
members of the Men’s Group
in memory of Jack Eldridge.

We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent
Choice totaling $68.00!
We would like to thank:
Gail Beatty
Edie Mohlenhoff
Ron & Shari Pucci
for directing their
Choice Dollars
to our church.
On April 24th, Thrivent held a
Flash Fund opportunity for
people to make donations to
Our Redeemer in honor of
National Volunteer Week.
Thanks to these generous
donors: Gail Beatty, Fred
Hutchison, Dennis Meyer,
Thad & Sylvia Raushi, Anita
Walther & Janice Walz, we
raised $2,800! In addition,
we received a "Boost" from
Thrivent totaling $480!! This
was an AMAZING result
which we are SUPER grateful
for!!

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
Bethesda House for our
donations of sandwich
supplies in the month of May.
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June/July at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
June 1 WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
June 3 Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
June 15 Council Meeting; 7 pm
June 24 Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
July 1 Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
July 5 4th of July Observed; Offices Closed
July 6 WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
July 13 Council Planning Meeting (1); 6:30 pm
July 20 Council Planning Meeting (2); 6:30 pm
July 22 Elder’s Meeting; 7 pm
July 30 Messenger’s Voice Mailing; 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
June 6 Celebration Sunday
June 12 Strawberry Fest; 9 am - 4 pm
June 25 FFLP Kick Off for Summer 2021; 11:30 am
July 11 Celebration Sunday
July 18 4th Anniversary of Turquoise Table; 11:30 am

Deadlines
June 5 Council Meeting Reports
July 5 Council Meeting Reports
July 25 Messenger Voice Articles

We share this with you as an invitation
to come join us for lunch!!
While we would never turn away
anyone who would like to volunteer,
we have a “crew” of regular volunteers
who faithfully serve in this ministry.
This is a great opportunity to enjoy a
relaxing lunch in fellowship with
others from the community.
Come check it out!!
Bring a Friend!

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
June 10 Men’s Group BBQ
Host: TBD
July 16 Book Club
Host: Linda Nowak @ her camp

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
Evening Bible Study ~ On Summer Hiatus
ACES ~ Sundays; ~ 11 am
(No Class July 18th)

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
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