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W ith the late July deadline for August's Messenger
Voice article comes the thought that autumn must be right
around the corner. (I can hear the boos from the audience
already!) I hope you had a good summer. If you like heat,
humidity, and rain, you probably had the best summer ever.
I want to say thank you to all who were busy this
summer either serving on Sundays, in the office counting
the offering, doing the summer lunch program, or cooking
and serving turkeys. Thanks as well to those behind the
scenes for all that is done that we never hear about.
The good thing about moving forward is there is a lot
to look forward to. Thanks to outgoing Property Trustee,
Chuck Cox, and the Property Committee, the sanctuary will
be painted soon. Janice and Dave Walz, along with hordes
of volunteers, will be putting the final plans together for the
German Fest. Hopefully we will begin seeing more people
on Sundays and the Fellowship Hall will be overflowing with
coffee and snacks. Cocoa House will resume for area kids.
Good times and lots of volunteer opportunities! I hope to
see you all soon.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Christmas Jars
How is your Christmas Jar looking? Ours is creeping up slowly. I came up with another
way to add to our Christmas Jar while we were on vacation for a few days. I decided that all the
coins we got back in change from cash purchases were going in a ziploc bag to be put in our
Christmas Jar when we got home. It helped having that bag ready to set aside those coins in.
Have you come up with a new way to add to your Christmas Jar? Please let me know so I can
share your ideas with everyone.
Remember it isn’t too soon to think about who you will gift your Christmas Jar to. Start
the discussion over dinner one night - I bet you will be amazed at everyone’s ideas of who to
share the Message of Hope with.

Men’s Group
Thank you to John Torelli for having us at his home for our annual BBQ in June. Our next
meeting will be on September 9th at Warren’s house. The Bible study will be: Dealing with
Disappointment (Romans 5: 1-11) Hope Doesn't Disappoint.
All men 18 and older are welcome to join us. Contact me
if you would like more information.
The Messenger's Voice
is published monthly

Chuck Cox

(except for combined June/July &
December/January editions)

by
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A Message from the Pastor

Finish your Ark yet? With all the rain we
have had in July, it's a wonder we haven't
seen animals lining up two-by-two!
Thankfully, we haven't had flooding here
in the Scotia area like what happened in Troy
last month, although I bet some of you have
dealt with water in your basements.
August is a month where a lot of people
travel, especially now that they can! People
take advantage of the nice weather and the
break before school starts up. It is a good
time to take a break.
It is also a month where we spend time
prepping for September and fall programming.
Sunday School plans get under way. We
move back to two services sometime in
September. A new and renewed Council
starts working together to chart the work and
ministry of Our Redeemer.
Some things fall into regular routines,
don't they! Back to school, fall leaves, cooler
weather (well, in another month or two…) all
have their regular cycles. There is something
to be said for regular, predictable cycles of life.
After enduring 18 months of a chaotic
pandemic, we'll be glad to get back to the
usual expectations of life.
Really, there are a lot of things we can't
predict. What changes will our household, or
community, or state or nation face in the
coming months? Who will step up to fill the
various ministry needs in our congregation?
Who will the Mets beat in the World Series
this year? Lots of things that we can't predict
with any kind of certainty. We've gotten used
to that this year.
There are things we can count on. God's
love and grace. The Holy Spirit stirring us up
as needed to be the people we are called to
be. Our congregation responding to hungry
people in our area. Amazing things happening
in Jesus' name here and around the world.
But there is a lot we can't know or count
on.
Flu season and COVID variants.
Republicans and Democrats learning to get

along (it could happen…). What new ways
God will need us to serve each other here at
Our Redeemer or in our communities around
us. And many others as well.
We have made some attempts in the past
three years or so to talk about vision and
direction for ministry.
We haven't had
anything coalesce for us. I think we as a
congregation and as the individuals who
gather here do quite a bit. I am proud and
pleased to see all that we do! But that is
never a reason to sit back on our hands and
stop looking to see where God might be
calling us next.
Look around. Many of us are getting
older. Our "middle generations" aren't here as
much, and the younger generation looks at
gathering for worship entirely differently than
us long-term members. We have quite a few
people who come for the worship, ministry,
and fellowship who don't feel a need to "join"
at all. All are welcome, that's for sure. That
"all" is just a lot different than what we had
been used to in the past. Not better or worse,
just different.
So, I ask again, as I did last month: How
will you be different in the future? God knows!
How will we be different as Our Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the months
and years ahead? God knows! Take time to
listen to what God might have in store for you,
or your family, or your church. Ask others
around you - especially those who aren't a
part of our worship and ministry life here - and
see what fresh eyes can tell you. God calls to
us in many and various ways. Sometimes
through the least likely ones!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
I speak with many people who
have become caregivers of older parents or
relatives. For most, this is a difficult task done
with love and grace. For others, it becomes
difficult, especially if dealing with those with
dementia or illnesses that limit mobility.
There are things you can do, though, that
can break the routines of chores and care and
add activities that are fun and brainstimulating! (More on this next month too!)
• Look at old family photo albums, get talking
about other generations, and record some
of the stories you hear
• Play board games, old favorites like "The
Game of Life" or new ones like
Bananagrams
• Play brain games like Sudoku, Hangman,
or I Spy
• If possible, go for walks
• If you're up for a challenge, go for a walk
with a list for a Scavenger Hunt!
Keep up your efforts at communicating
with one another. Even little conversations or
gestures can mean a lot! Don't miss an
opportunity to spread some grace with others!
If you do fear that you are slipping
physically, emotionally, or mentally, please call
your health care provider right away.
~Pastor Dan

Brief Communion Services
For those still not comfortable with
in-person worship, Pastor Dan will offer brief
communion services in the sanctuary at Our
Redeemer on Wednesdays at 12:45 pm
through the months of August and September.
For those who wish to receive the sacrament,
please call the office to say you are planning
to attend. If you and a few others would like to
share communion on a different date or in
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your home, please call the office. Pastor Dan
is more than willing to arrange that with you!
The service takes 10-15 minutes. Please
wear your mask and socially distance.

In-Person Worship!
The days of COVID-19 ruling our lives are
waning! As of right now, we are not changing
protocols based on the increasing numbers
due to the Delta Variant. We will if we must,
so know that we are still trying to be careful,
for everyone's sake. We will go by the honor
system here at Our Redeemer, but do have a
few precautions that we ask all to follow:
• If you are not feeling well, please stay
home and enjoy the live stream worship
• If you are NOT vaccinated, or are still
concerned about COVID-19, please feel
free to wear a mask
• If you are vaccinated and are feeling well,
you may remove your mask during worship
• We will trust those who worship with us to
act in the best ways possible for the safety
of everyone
• ORLC will be a judgement free zone, so if
you choose to wear a mask or not, both will
be accepted
• We are singing at worship, yet invite
worshipers in the Fellowship Hall to NOT
sing.
• The front section ribbons will not be
removed for those who still desire
distancing.
Be mindful of spacing,
especially around those with masks on.
• The front windows of the sanctuary will be
opened, and the large exhaust fan in the
sanctuary will be on for better air exchange
• The A/C fan will be running as well, using
the high-quality filters we have on that
system
• If you haven't already,
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Reminder: Worship times at least through
September 12th are 10 am and 7 pm. The
evening service will be outside weather
permitting.

Hokenson. And, of course, we thank the
behind the scenes workers such as Mary and
Rich Rainey, Janette Wood, Victoria Costello,
Nora Guzewich, Pastor Dan and Melissa.

~Pastor Dan

Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Opportunities for Outreach
Continue

LAGOM

Wow - have you felt it? The feeling of
shedding that old winter coat or taking your
hair out of the rubber band holding in your
pony tail - that feeling of letting go. Especially
those of us who have had the opportunity to
be vaccinated and now feel free of getting
COVID. WOW! It feels terrific - that freedom!
It feels like we have been blessed. Now that
life is opening up a bit, there are new things to
do, like the 4th Anniversary of the Turquoise
Table and Little Library Celebration a few
weeks ago. What a joy to celebrate with the
community and congregation with a hot dog
lunch. Many thanks to all who helped put it
together.
Don't forget!! Coming up on Sunday,
August 15th, Our Redeemer will host the
SonRise Concert at Freedom Park from 3-5
pm. Not only will there be two praise bands,
Back Porch Pickers and Selah, there will be
an opportunity to sing some hymns together.
Should be great fun to join together in songs
of love and praise. Although we had gotten
used to having things come to us in ZOOM
performances, please make an effort to attend
the concert. There will be a free will offering
taken to cover expenses and to support
feeding ministries in the community.
Our Friday Family Lunch Program
continues until September 3rd. The sandwich
lunches are served every Friday from
11:30-12:30. A good time is always had by
those attending.
It is nice to share
conversation with both friends and strangers.
Again, thanks to the faithful kitchen staff
including: Sylvia Raushi, Joan Jones and Alice

As I trust most of you
know, in the Scandinavian
countries (Sweden, Norway
and Denmark, and often
described as including
Finland and Iceland as well) the largest
Christian denomination is Lutheran.
Unfortunately, most Lutherans in these
countries don’t go to church very often these
days. I therefore suspect that Our Redeemer
Lutheran is a church having some people of
Scandinavian ancestry here in our
congregation. I’m sometimes surprised by the
people who have Scandinavian ancestry; an
example of this that immediately comes to
mind was when Pastor Pamela told us that her
DNA test showed that she was 24%
Scandinavian. I think it was no accident that
she became a Lutheran pastor!
So why am I talking about Scandinavia?
Well, I’ve spent a good deal of time lately
thinking about the Swedish word lagom. It’s
a word that doesn’t really have an English
equivalent. The word “enough” is a rough
translation, but that fails to capture the depth
of meaning of the Swedish word. Lagom
refers to more than a momentary condition. It
describes a life of moderation in which an
individual has neither too much nor too little,
but where everything is just right. While this
applies to a person’s financial situation and
material possessions, lagom is also used to
incorporate all aspects of one’s way of life.
We could definitely use more lagom in
our own society. Instead, we see extremes of
both almost incomprehensible wealth and
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abysmal poverty in our nation. We also see
people indulging in excesses of all kinds. This
plainly attests to our fallen human nature. But
what would our world be like if we all lived
lives guided by lagom? More specifically,
what would our stewardship be like?
This is something that I would like us to
explore in this year’s Stewardship Campaign.
I’m convinced that we would all be far better in
our stewardship if lagom was our guide in life.
And, most importantly, I believe that this is
also a sound Biblical principle. I’ll discuss this
more next month!
Finally, a couple of months ago, I wrote
about the Upstate New York Synod’s “Springs
in the Desert” campaign to provide clean water
to people in developing nations. The Synod
asked each of its congregations to contribute
$400 to this effort. I’m delighted to be able to
report that the congregation at Our Redeemer
contributed $1,180 - nearly three times the
amount requested by the Synod! My thanks to
all who gave for this worthy cause!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Welcome Back ~ September 12th
Part of our "Welcome Back" planning for
Our Redeemer included the Turquoise Table
event on July 18th, the Son Rise Concert
coming up on August 15th and our Welcome
Back/Rally Day event on September 12th. We
will have one service that day at 10 am. We'll
gather for fellowship time after worship, and
catch up with those who are there and
welcome them back! Sunday School will get
started that day after worship. Then around
11:45 or noon, we'll have a picnic. Hopefully
without the rain! This is printed now so that
you get this on your calendars. Please plan
on coming. Please invite others to come as
well - members we haven't seen in a while
because of COVID and all, or those who have
never been here. This is a great time to come
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back, or get back, or start coming to worship!
Your invitations go a long way. Start now some people will need to be invited a few
times before they decide to come. You
offering to bring them with you is even better!
~Pastor Dan

Christian Education
August Educational Opportunities
Sunday School may still be on Summer
break, but there are still opportunities to
enhance your Christian knowledge at Our
Redeemer. First, Pastor Dan holds his weekly
Bible Study at the church each Wednesday at
11:30 am. We just finished the Book of
Philippians and now are moving into
Colossians. As someone who attends Pastor
Dan’s Bible Studies on a regular basis, I can
say that they never fail to be both enjoyable
and informative. If you have the opportunity,
I’d encourage you to come to the class and
see for yourself!
Additionally, our ACES program, held on
Sunday after the 10 am service, also has a full
slate of classes scheduled for August, as we
continue the video series Understanding the
New Testament. Here are the upcoming
topics in the series:
~August 1st
The Church in the Gospel of Matthew
~August 8th
Luke and Acts on God’s History of Salvation
~August 15th
No ACES
~August 22nd
No ACES ~ Farewell Fellowship event for Jon
~August 29th
Luke’s Inclusive Message
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As you can see, there is a new topic each
week, so feel free to join us whenever you
can!
Fred Hutchison
Acting Education Trustee

Evolving Social Ministries
It's great that things are getting a bit back
to normal, and I need to send KUDOS out to
ALL of our ministry VOLUNTEERS who never
skipped a beat! Although a few of us had to
step back for some time until the next plan
was in place, altering our regular routines, but
we kept going! Our Salvation Army Soup
Kitchen crew made alternate lunches that
were delivered for take-out, and Bethesda
sandwich volunteers purchased and delivered
the much appreciated supplies for our
brothers and sisters in need when we couldn't
make the sandwiches. Thank you ALL!
We thank all those who continue to add to
our SiCM basket - items like soups, beans,
and health and beauty aids. Those are
delivered each week to the food pantry where
they create bags and boxes of food given out
at the Albany Street location and delivered to
homes, if necessary. The last Thursday of
each month is the mass distribution of items
from the Regional Food Bank to clear out the
food bank to make space for more current
items.
Members from Our Redeemer
participate in both food deliveries and the
mass distribution days.

A new idea from the SiCM Food Pantry is
the collection of spices. These are items that
the food bank typically does not have a supply
of to hand out, but we all know that some
pepper or thyme, parsley or oregano make
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things taste much better. If you can pick up
some spices, they would be very much
appreciated.
We're back! The Salvation Army is back
to serving in-person lunches, so Our
Redeemer's Soup Kitchen team can go back
to serving our signature hot turkey sandwich
lunches. As a result, we will again need prep
and serving crews for each serving date. Our
first serving date is August 10th. Yes, it’s a
Tuesday!! To work around the summer
camp's hours and other activities at church,
we will have a modified prep and serving
schedule for August, only:
• Sunday, August 8th (noon - ??): turkey &
gravy cooking at ORLC - need 2 or 3 folks
• Monday, August 9th (7 - 9 pm): bone
picking & meat slicing at ORLC - up to 6
people
• Tuesday, August 10th (10 am - 1:30 pm):
serving at Salvation Army kitchen - up to 6
people.
A sign-up sheet will be by the coffee pot, or
please contact:
Betty Ann Sheldon-Hughes (or)
Warren Sheldon-Hughes
Our other planned 2021 serving dates will
be Fridays, with prep days at Our Redeemer
on the prior Tuesdays & Wednesdays:
• September 17th
• October 29th
• December 10th
We will put sign-up sheets up about 2
weeks ahead. We have to add one caveat: all
plans are subject to how the Salvation Army
manages its lunch service going forward. If
they revert to take-out, we will honor our
serving dates but may have to tweak prep
times. Thanks for your ongoing support.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee
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Birthdays

8/01
8/02
8/03
8/05
8/07
8/07
8/08
8/10
8/11
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/31
8/31
8/31

Colleen Weires
Katie Armstrong
Linda Howarth
Elma Phillips
Vicki Gogis
Charles Meyer
James Guzewich
John Beatty
Leslie Thiele
Jennifer Larouco
Ron Pucci
Jimmy Tallman
Cindy Florio
Dorothy Carll
Nathan Armstrong
Mary Rainey
Teresa O’Connor
Gail Eldridge
Lewis Annis
Pat Ives
Ed Kaufmann
Kathy Baron
Frank Novak
James Dunbar
Russell Holman
Kate Latal

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
Schenectady Community
Ministries (SiCM) for our
March and April contributions
totaling $746.66.
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Bethesda House for our
donations of sandwich
supplies during their 20202021 fiscal year.

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our April
contributions in the amount of
$46.33.

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly

Pastoral Acts

Thank you to all who prayed,
sent cards and signed the
“big” card for Virginia (Ginny)
Kaufmann’s 100th Birthday.
The flowers were beautiful!
Thank you to Pastor Dan for
bringing communion for mom
and those gathered to
celebrate with her. What a
wonderful church family Mom
has!

A memorial service for Jules
Hokenson was held at Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church
on June 29, 2021.
Olien “Sonny” Spaulding
(Sharon Mehigan’s dad) was
laid to rest at Bramanville
Prospect Cemetery on July 8,
2021.

From,
Virginia’s children:
Ted, Gail (Bassi),
Holly & Tom

Anne Susan Bohenek (Tom
Clas’ daughter) was laid to
rest at Albany Rural
Cemetery on July 16, 2021.

I would like to thank everyone
who sent a card for my 50th
Birthday back in June. I
received nearly 40 cards, a
few yummy treats and
thoughtful gifts. My church
family truly made it a special
birthday and I felt incredibly
blessed!!

Jessie Roensch passed away
in July. A grave side service
is planned for August 14th at
Zion Lutheran Cemetery.

~Melissa Jerreld
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August at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Aug 3
WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
Aug 5
Worship & Music Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 12
Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:00 pm
Aug 17
Council Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 19
Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Aug 27
Messenger’s Voice Mailing; 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Aug 1
Celebration Sunday
Aug 22
Farewell Coffee Fellowship
for Jon Bergman
Deadlines
Aug 5
Council Meeting Reports
Aug 22
Messenger Voice Articles

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Aug 2-6 SiCM Summer Lunch Program
Collins Park; 10:45 - 12:30
Aug 15 SonRise Concert
Freedom Park; 3 - 5 pm

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
August 11th, 18th & 25th
Evening Bible Study ~ On Summer Hiatus
ACES ~ Sundays; Following Service

Fellowship Committee Update
It was great to have a real Coffee Fellowship again! In order for the
snacks to continue, we need to have members sign up to bring the healthy
options and baked goods. These snacks don't need to be anything fancy.
Calling all Coffee Drinkers: We need people to sign up to get the coffee
ready for Coffee Fellowship. It takes less than 15 minutes to get everything
set up. Coffee making instructions are posted in the kitchen. It can be an
occasional commitment or monthly commitment. We have people who have
committed to make the coffee on the third and fourth Sundays of the month.
Please sign up on the sheets in the Red Book.
Celebration Sunday will be on August 1st. Please plan on staying after service to celebrate
our August Birthdays. If you want to bake cupcakes to help celebrate a loved one's birthday,
please sign up on the sheets in the Fellowship Hall.
The next Fellowship Committee meeting will be August 12th at 6 pm. We would love to have
a few new members join us.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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