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"I remember when I was young
And Your voice, shouting loud my name
And since that moment
I haven't heard it quite that way
Well, now that I'm older
Could You say it again?"
Those words from the song, Take Me Back by Maverick
City Music, resonate with me. I think to a great extent, it's
thanks to COVID-19. I wonder how many of you feel similar.
Life has changed over the past 18 months. For many of
us, it's kept us from family and friends. Sadly, it's also meant
lost loved ones or colleagues for some. It was looking better but
now the Delta variant has shot us a curve ball and we're back to
being extra careful.
I'm tired of this and I'm sure you are as well. I'm fine. I
hope you're all doing well. If you're not, please reach out for
help. Social workers, mental health workers and pastors are
here to help. Just in case you or someone you know might need
someone to talk to:
• Ellis' 24-hour Mental Health number is: 518-243-3300
• Samaritan Counseling Center's number is: 518-374-3278
May God bless you and keep you safe!

Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Spotlight on.....Alice Hokenson
In her own words.....I was born and lived in Nebraska my first 12 years. I lived in
Washington state the next 12 years and loved living there. Then I got married and GE
transferred Jules to Schenectady. I decided, well, 12 years and I can go back to Washington
state. Sixty years later I am still here. "Man plans; God laughs." During those years, I was a
substitute teacher, a nursery school teacher and then an administrative assistant, mostly in
Jewish organizations. I started the office jobs just as the computer was coming in and got sent
to classes by my employers. I have also typed several books for aspiring authors. During those
decades, I was a member of Good Shepherd (Glenville).
About 15 years ago, I came to Our Redeemer because I had seen how involved people
were. Pastor Meyer used to remind me that if I didn't join, I couldn't be on council. (And the
problem is?) About 2 years ago, I decided to finally become a member and look what
happened!! I have been involved with WELCA, the Friday Family Lunch Program, coffee
fellowship, Bible study and sometimes I get to ACES, a great class.
Jules and I liked to travel around the country and see all the wonderful places. Eventually,
he decided he'd like to see Scandinavia where his grandparents were from. I thought, "Whoever
goes to Europe?!" We ordered a VW bug from the factory in Germany and drove 3,000 miles
to see a lot of Europe. We were back several times and ended up visiting 86 countries and all
7 continents. We even took Bertha Alden with us to Mongolia so she could visit all 7 continents
and ride on a camel. Currently, I spend any extra time sewing
"Little Dresses for Africa." I have not been bored during the
The Messenger's Voice
pandemic as people give me their extra fabric, rick rack, lace and
is published monthly
(except for combined June/July &
thread. I even made masks for a while.
December/January editions)
From Pastor Dan and the entire congregation: “Thanks,
by
Alice, for giving up "not" joining ORLC and for becoming our
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
130 S. Reynolds Street
Recording Secretary!”
Scotia, NY 12302
(518) 393-5031
www.OurRedeem er.cc
ORLC@ nycap.rr.com
STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Daniel M. May
Administrative Assistant
Melissa Jerreld
Music Director
Jon Bergman
Nursery Director
Jessica Rossler
Deadline for copy: The Sunday
of the m onth prior to the last
Friday of the m onth. See church
calendar in this edition for date.
Editor reserves the right to edit
for content & space.
Note: The “actual income” total above does not include incom e received from
Account # 4811 (Restricted Incom e Transfer) & the “actual expenses” does not
include the expenses covered by the use of those funds.

Large print edition
available upon request,
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A Message from the Pastor

I have shared with you
before my favorite Staples
commercial that used to air
about this time of year. It
was one of the old crooners
singing the Christmas song "The Most
Wonderful Time of the Year." The video
showed parents happily buying school
supplies while the kids sulked. It was brilliant!
This year, with school most likely
happening "in-person," I think it is the students
who are as excited as the parents for "Back to
School" time. They have missed their friends,
the whole school environment, gym class,
band and chorus and orchestra, and other
hard to duplicate at home aspects of school.
I think many have even missed the bus rides!
By the way, bus drivers are needed in most
school districts if you are looking for a job…
It is a wonderful time of the year. I love
fall, the change of weather, the cooler weather
(I hope!), and maybe, just maybe, it will stop
raining one of these days. (I type this as Henri
blows through our neck of the woods.) I also
know there is some concern among many of
you as COVID lingers and/or rages in parts of
our state and nation and world. While
Schenectady County has dropped from 3rd to
6th place in terms of the percentage of positive
COVID test results, our numbers haven't gone
up lately. Other counties have which accounts
for our 6th place now.
We do still have to be careful. You have
heard of the breakthrough cases where fully
vaccinated people end up with COVID. We
have at least one member in our congregation
where this has happened. It ain't over yet!
Please be careful. Wash your hands. Wear
a mask. Limit large scale gatherings.
With Jon leaving and concerns about
singing lingering, we might suspend our
hymns for a few weeks. We might change
how we worship. I don't foresee going only to
live streaming in the near future, we will if we
must. I know many of you don't want to do

that, nor do I, but we will be careful no matter
what.
Nothing will stop
us from worship,
though!

We can gather in our homes or yards and
pray and praise and worship God
no matter what.
We can talk on the phone and pray together.
We can worship via YouTube - not just
watch the service, but WORSHIP!
We can share prayer concerns with other
sisters and brothers in the faith and
then keep praying for them!
We have continued to work here at Our
Redeemer on caring for our building and our
ministries. We had the sanctuary painted.
We haven't missed providing a meal for
Bethesda House. The Salvation Army Soup
Kitchen gang keeps finding ways to provide
meals. The SonRise Concert went well! Our
SiCM and Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry
baskets keep filling up. There is much to do,
and with God's help, we are doing it!
This is a wonderful time of the year. So
much to do, so many gifts from God to do
them! So be careful, not fearful. Keep up the
good work! Be generous in your sharing of
time, food, and other resources. Pray for your
church, church staff and all who are doing
God's work here at Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church!
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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Mental Health Minute
Care givers of older parents or
relatives have a difficult job. It is one inspired
by love and compassion, but sometimes
brings about fatigue or even the grumpies.
Care givers try to find ways to engage those
they care for. Ways that feed the care giver
would be good for both!
There are things you can do! Pick things you,
the care giver, like to do!
• Listen to your favorite music, or dance or
sing together
• Cut or purchase flowers that you both will
enjoy
• Watch the sun set
• Have a picnic, even on a rainy day in the
living room
• Use technology to connect with other
relatives (via zoom, facetime, or skype)
• Watch and play Jeopardy or other TV game
shows (Many are very entertaining!)
Keep up your efforts at communicating
with one another. Friends and family of care
givers can help both parties by arranging a
visit or offering some down time for the care
giver to get a nap!
If you do fear that you are slipping
physically, emotionally, or mentally, please call
your health care provider right away.
~Pastor Dan

Brief Communion Services
For those still not comfortable with
in-person worship, Pastor Dan will offer brief
communion services in the sanctuary at Our
Redeemer on Wednesdays at 12:45 pm. For
those who wish to receive the sacrament,
please call the office to say you are planning
to attend. If you and a few others would like to
share communion on a different date or in
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your home, please call the office. Pastor Dan
is more than willing to arrange that with you!
The service takes 10-15 minutes. Please
wear your mask and socially distance.

In-Person Worship!
We are all sick of COVID! There are so
many numbers to keep after and safety
decisions to make.
• Do we sing or not?
• Commune at the end of the service or
where we do now?
• Definitely masks for now, but for how long?
Please know that Pastor Dan, the
Worship & Music Committee and the Council
are keeping an eye on these things. We will
make changes if we must, so know that we
are still trying to be careful, for everyone's
sake.
We have a few precautions that we ask all
to follow:
• If you are not feeling well, please stay
home and enjoy the live stream worship.
• Masks are required for ALL who attend
worship, meetings and events.
• We are singing at worship, yet invite
worshipers in the Fellowship Hall to NOT
sing.
• The ribbons will not be removed from the
front pews for those who still desire
physical distancing.
• The front windows of the sanctuary will be
opened and the large exhaust fan in the
sanctuary will be on to better change the air
• If you haven't already, PLEASE GET
VACCINATED!
Worship times in September:
Mornings ~ 10 am (In-person & Live stream)
Evenings ~ 7 pm (In-person, outside weather
permitting) through September 19th.
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Welcome Back ~ September 12th!
LAGOM (Part 2)
STOP THE PRESSES!! With the rising
COVID numbers, kids just going back to
school, and people still off to their camps in
September, Council decided to postpone the
Welcome Back/Rally Day event until October
3rd. This day will happen with food, activities,
and end with a Blessing of the Animals
service. Watch for more information about the
time and schedule. Please note that Sunday
School may still start on September 12th (that
decision coming soon). Pray that God ends
this COVID virus once and for all!

From Our Fellowship Trustee

Unfortunately, due to COVID concerns,
we feel it necessary to limit our Coffee
Fellowship to only Celebration Sundays and
Special Celebrations. Until further notice, all
fellowship will be held outside where we can
gather more safely. If the weather doesn't
cooperate we will do a "Grab and Go" style
fellowship.
Our next Celebration Sunday is on
September 5th. Thank to Melissa Jerreld and
Mary Rainey for baking cupcakes and
MaryEmma Townsend for providing a healthy
option. We need volunteers to help set up
and start the coffee on Sunday morning before
worship and to help clean up following
fellowship. Many hands make light work. Our
next meeting is on September 16th at 6 pm all are welcome to attend.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

Last month, I wrote about the Swedish
word “lagom,” which, while it defies any
precise English translation, roughly means a
life of moderation, where one has enough but
not too much. This struck me as being an
excellent stewardship principle, and I’m
convinced that we could all be more generous
givers if we were content to lead lives of “just
enough.” In fact, the concept of “lagom”
impressed me so much that it’s the theme of
our 2021 Stewardship Campaign.
While “lagom” describes a sensible and
healthy way of life, I’d still be reluctant to make
it our Stewardship Campaign theme unless it
was a principle that was Biblically based. The
good news is that I believe that it is! A couple
of months ago, our Second Reading was from
the Eighth Chapter of Second Corinthians. In
that chapter, the Apostle Paul was seeking
money from the church in Corinth, which was
experiencing a time of prosperity, in order to
help the church in Jerusalem, which was
struggling financially. Paul wrote that there
should “be equality [in sharing the burden] - at
this present time your surplus [over
necessities] is going to supply their need so
that [at some other time] their surplus may be
given to supply your need, that there may be
an equality; as it is written [in Scripture], ‘He
who gathered much did not have too much,
and he who gathered little did not lack.’”(2
Cor. 8:13-15, AMP; bracketed material in
original text.)
Will we ever see the perfect equality Paul
speaks about, with all this world’s people
having neither too much nor too little? I
sincerely doubt that we will - at least not until
the return of Jesus. Nevertheless, there are
positive steps that we can take in our
individual lives.
What are your true

6 The Messenger’s Voice

September 2021

necessities? How much in your life is surplus?
How much is “just enough” for you? Consider
how much stress and striving people could be
relieved of if they were content to lead lives of
“lagom” and how much better the stewardship
of each and every one of us could be. I look
forward to exploring this with you during this
year’s Stewardship Campaign!

September 5th ~
The Apostles and Church in Luke and Acts
September 12th ~
Jesus as the Divine Word in John
September 19th ~
No Class - German Fest
September 26th ~
Jesus and the Jews in the Gospel of John

Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

These dates may be subject to change,
so please be sure to check your church
bulletin each week, as well as the “Friday
Email.”

What’s New in Christian
Education?
The Sunday School staff hopes everyone
is enjoying their summer. We are looking
forward to getting the children together again
in the fall for Sunday School class, but with
COVID members on the rise, a decision has
not been made as to when the program year
will begin. Parents will receive an email with
more information once the details have been
worked out. The email should go out in the
beginning of September.
As of this writing, however, educational
opportunities still exist for the adults in our
congregation, subject to the current church
protocol requiring everyone to wear a mask
while inside. Pastor Dan will continue his
examination of the Book of Colossians during
his daytime Bible Study, held every
Wednesday at 11:30 am. Pastor Dan will also
begin his evening Bible Study, via Zoom, on
Wednesday, September 29th at 7 pm. The
subject has yet to be determined but, based
on past experience, Pastor Dan always makes
it interesting!
ACES will also continue with the video
series Understanding the New Testament in
September, on Sundays after the 10 am
service. Here are the topics scheduled for
each Sunday:

Fred Hutchison
Acting Education Trustee

Opportunities to Serve
This might seem like a repeat of my last
article, but some things are just worth
repeating! I would like to send THANKS out to
our entire congregation as we are all
VOLUNTEERS of our ministries.
Let's
continue to do God’s work with our hands
together in Christ!
Bethesda House - We continue to deliver the
supplies for sandwiches monthly until further
notice.
SiCM - A new idea came to us from the SiCM
Food Pantry - the collection of spices. These
are not items that the food bank hands out,
but we all know that some pepper or thyme,
parsley or oregano make things taste much
better. If you can pick up some spices, that
would be appreciated.
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen - The
Salvation Army is back to serving in-person
lunches, so Our Redeemer's Soup Kitchen
team can go back to serving our signature hot
turkey sandwich lunches. As a result, we will
once again need prep and serving crews for
each serving date. Our remaining 2021
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serving dates will be Fridays, with prep days at
Our Redeemer the prior Tuesdays &
Wednesdays:
• Friday, September 17th
• Friday, October 29th
• Friday, December 10th
We will post sign-up sheets about 2
weeks ahead. There is one caveat: all plans
are subject to how the Salvation Army
manages its lunch service going forward. If
they revert to take-out, we will honor our
serving dates but may have to tweak prep
times.
If you have any questions about any of
our ministries, please don't hesitate to give me
a call.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

To Be, Or Not To Be
That is the Question!!
As we planned to visit my sister and
brother-in-law in a tiny unincorporated village
in West Virginia, one special occasion built
into the schedule was a church Blessing Event
for my expecting niece. People had their gifts
and good wishes ready to bring to this event.
The food and drinks had been ordered for this
event. Suddenly, this Blessing Event was
canceled because Elliot Theodore Johnson
decided to arrive three weeks early at seven
pounds after a short labor. Apparently, Elliot
had not gotten the memo. The gifts and good
wishes will be delivered personally by each
person now when they are able to do so and
the new family is available for a visit, but there
will be no community gathering to support this
new family.
This same scenario is our German Fest
this year. We have a date (September 19th),
a musician (Herbi Liebenhagen), a menu (the
usual German meal), a pancake maker (Karen
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Smith), and a vendor (George, the maple
sugar guy). What we don't have is the
certainty that we can have an event with
people eating close to each other with the rise
in COVID cases in our area.
Like the Blessing Event, we will still ask
people to sign-up for desserts and work times,
just in case. We will know the answer to the
question of holding this event soon, but not
yet. You might wonder why we wouldn't just
have take out dinners, which we could do
easily, but the whole idea of both the
Strawberry Fest and the German Fest is to
interact with each other and the community.
If you are at church, please do sign-up to
make a dessert, potato salad, or to work - just
in case. Cross your fingers and say a prayer
that numbers begin to go down and we can
have a fun day as we did for the Strawberry
Fest. Questions? Please contact me or the
church office.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Men’s Group
Thank you to John Torelli for having us at
his home for our annual BBQ in June. Our
next meeting will be on September 9th at
Warren’s house in Schenectady (229 Ninth
Street) house so all can see what he has done
to the place . The Bible study will be:
Dealing with Disappointment
(Romans 5: 1-11)
Hope Doesn't Disappoint
All men 18 and older are welcome to join
us. Please contact me if you would like more
information.
Chuck Cox
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Birthdays

9/01
9/01
9/02
9/03
9/04
9/04
9/05
9/05
9/11
9/11
9/12
9/14
9/16
9/19
9/20
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/29
9/30

Nora Guzewich
Dan O'Connor
Janette Wood
Izabella Riegel
Doug Ives
Peter Nowak
Norm Dion
Linda Nowak
Thomas Schettine
Connor Weatherwax
Emma Riegel
Glenn Adams
Janice Walz
Kathy Salerno
Michael Taylor
Cameron McKenna
Ken Larsen
Chris Stecher
Ruth Stecher
Susan Rainey
Doris Hering

Thank You
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Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our May and June
contributions in the amount of
$157.66 as well as our 2021
Budgeted Benevolence in the
amount of $150.00.
SEAT Center/Schenectady
Home Furnishings Program
for our donation of $100.00
through our 2021 Budgeted
Benevolences.

Bethesda House for our
August donation of sandwich
supplies.

Preston Joseph Wills, son of
Zachary J. Wills and Susan
L. Rainey, was Baptized at
Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church on Sunday, August
22nd.

Thanks Be To God!!

Dear Pastor Dan May and
members of Our Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church,
It was a blessing and a honor
to have been invited to sing
at your Gospel concert on
August 15th. I was touched, I
loved every other singer and
I will fellowship with you.
God Bless you. Thank you
Jan also.
From,
Miss Carla Page

We received words of thanks
from the following:

Pastoral Acts

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly

When God answered our
prayers by giving us the most
gorgeous day to spend an
afternoon outside at Freedom
Park, we lifted our voices up
in PRAISE at the SonRise
Concert on August 15th.
We shared a bunch of
pictures and videos on our
Facebook page and included
a few pictures on the next
page of this newsletter. We
thank Janice Walz & the
Outreach Committee for their
hard work planning this
event. We also thank all of
the musicians who took part
and everyone who attended
the concert!!
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September at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Sept 2 Outreach Committee Meeting; 6:30 pm
Sept 7 WELCA Meeting; 6:30 pm
Sept 16 Fellowship Committee Meeting; 6:00 pm
Sept 16 Property Committee Meeting; 7 pm
Sept 21 Council Meeting; 7 pm
Sept 24 Messenger’s Voice Mailing; 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Sept 5 Celebration Sunday
Sept 19 German Fest (11:30 - 3:00)
Deadlines
Sept 5 Council Meeting Reports
Sept 19 Messenger Voice Articles

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Sept 9 Men’s Group; 7 pm
Host: Warren Sheldon-Hughes
(229 Ninth St., Schenectady)
Sept 17 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
September 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
Evening Bible Study ~
Resumes September 29th
ACES ~ Sundays; Following Service
September 5th, 12th & 26th

SonRise Concert at Freedom Park

Carla Page

Pastor Dan & Mary

Jon, the ORLC Choir & m em bers of other local
church choirs led us in a hym n sing.

Jon, Leslie, Ken,
Paul & Linda

Randy, Mike & Sharon
Sylvia, Sue & Bruce

Selah (from Trinity
Presbyterian Church)

Dave & Janice

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

Sunday,
September 19th
11:30 - 3 pm

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
E-Mail- ORLC@nycap.rr.com
http://www.ourredeemer.cc
(518) 393-5031 Fax (518) 393-2527

Our Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church

