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I hope this finds you surviving winter with all its ice and
cold! With the end of January comes our Annual Meeting and
things to talk about. This year, we have some relatively minor
revisions to our Constitution to ratify and, of course, we need to
start talking elections! I'm not talking about the presidential
election in 2024 or even the local elections that I'm already
receiving calls about, but rather the Our Redeemer Council
elections coming soon to a church near you!
I know many of you have served in the past. I am
guessing that there are a few who have not. As I write this on a
Monday night, I am reminded of a recent reading from the 12th
Chapter of I Corinthians. This is one of my favorite passages.
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes
them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in
everyone it is the same God at work...To one there is given
through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to
another...knowledge...to another faith...to another gifts of
healing...to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in
different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation
of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit,
and he distributes them to each one, just as he
determines...Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of
you is a part of it.
I truly believe that we have all received gifts and, just as
the body needs the eyes to see and the ears to hear and be
complete, OUR congregation needs all of us to work together as
the Body of Christ. After sitting on Council for the past four
years, I can tell you the gifts the Spirit has given some of our
members.
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Your gifts may be known to many or maybe you have kept
them hidden because life is too busy. Maybe you're worried that
if you let them be known, we'll never stop asking for more.
Prayerfully consider stepping up and taking a leadership role this
year. It's only a two year stint and I know you have something to
share.
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President

Christmas Jars
Thank you to everyone who helped fill a Christmas Jar this past year. We provided six
families with the Message of Hope. What a wonderful gift to give and receive!
New Year's resolutions most often mean changing a bad habit. Why not start the good
habit of HOPE? I learned that Russ had gotten into the Christmas Jar habit shortly after our
2021 Christmas Jar had been gifted, but before a new jar put in the designated spot. He asked
me where the new Christmas Jar was. As soon as I was able, I put out a new jar and he added
his loose change to it. Consider starting a Christmas Jar for 2022. Tags and decorations for
your 2022 Christmas Jar are available on a table in the Fellowship Hall. Let's continue to share
the Message of Hope in 2022!
~Cindy Holman
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A Message from the Pastor
It's a good thing I was late in writing this
piece for the Newsletter. Today (Tuesday,
1/25, not THAT late…) I met with three other
Scotia clergy with Chief Daniel Harrigan,
Scotia's Police Chief. He wanted to meet with
us to talk about life in Scotia and how we as
clergy and police might work together. It was
a very good and informative conversation. A
number of issues came out of it.
One was about how the new effort of
getting mental health workers to assist police
on their calls was going. In short, it is a great
idea and good when it works. These days,
however, there is a huge demand for mental
health workers, and even those who are on
these teams of folks who respond to crises are
few and exhausted. I think many calls to 911
would be better handled by mental health care
workers, but sometimes that just can't happen.
Another comment from one of the
pastors was that we are all facing PTSD (Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder). Many of you have
heard of it, especially affecting troops as they
come back from war or persons in auto
accidents or other serious traumas. This
seems to be affecting many people because
of the length of time we've been dealing this
COVID. There's even a new designation
CPSTD-Complex PTSD-that includes time and
the many different factors affecting us. Many
have lost loved ones, jobs have changed, not
seeing family, and a host of others things that
just wear on people after a while. Police have
been seeing the effects of those for a year
now, and it's not getting any easier.
My point here is not to depress you
further but to awaken us to see the light.
These have been difficult days of COVID for
many of us. It is a real thing and it has
changed us as a community, as a church, and
a society. Churches are emptier, restaurants
fewer, people are more rude in general,
especially about or between politicians! Civil
discourse between political parties is no longer
civil, and is seldom even founded on

agreed-upon reality. Masks will be a reality in
the future for those who are sick or those
trying to avoid getting sick, regardless of
mandates. Zoom and live-stream will be more
of a common occurrence, with folks out of
concern or for the sake of ease, gathering
virtually rather than in person.
LIFE IS DIFFERENT! I think every
generation or so had their moments when
things changed. Kennedy's assassination,
Vietnam, the 70's gas crisis, my ordination,
9/11, and other events change our world-view,
our life perspective. I noticed as a pastor after
9/11 in 2001 that no one would commit to
attending anything more than a week out.
Everyone would say "As long as nothing else
comes up…" COVID has been one of those
things that have changed how we interact with
one another and our world.
We look to Scripture and see how there
were many of these kinds of events recorded
in the various books and letters in the Bible.
Prophets preached differently. Psalmists were
happy or sad. Apostles included the Gentiles!
Life becomes different pretty regularly. We
adjust. Because we must.
One alone does not change. God.
God's love for us rides clear and true through
all of history. Perhaps that love gets shared
differently, using different words or
messengers or media. PTSD is never easy,
and is often complex. God is amazingly
simple, faithful, and gracious. No matter who
we are or what we face, God still rules, Jesus
still loves us, the Holy Spirit still walks with us.
Lean on that unchanging love and grace of
God. Today and always. Forever and ever.
When you're feeling it and when you're lost.
In joy or grief, God wins just the same.
Peace!
~Pastor Dan
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More Good News
February daylight hours will be getting
longer and longer! YAY!!! Winter will have
one more month behind it! Yay!!! AND!! Lent
does not begin this month at all! WooWoo!
That means that Easter is later this year
than usual - April 17th. Ash Wednesday is
March 2nd. Watch for details about what we
will be doing during the month, and what the
plans will be for Lent. Get out and enjoy the
extra sunshine!

Brief Communion Services
For those still not comfortable with
in-person worship, Pastor Dan continues to
offer brief communion services in the
sanctuary at Our Redeemer on Wednesdays
at 12:45 pm. If you who wish to receive the
sacrament, please call the office to say you
are planning on attending. The service is
about 10-15 minutes. If you and a few others
would like to share communion on a different
date or in your home, please call the church
office.

Thanks. . . and the
“SOUP”er Bowl
During 2020, the first year of COVID,
the congregation met the financial challenge.
We had few in-person Sunday services, and
for most of the services that we did have,
attendance was sharply restricted.
Nevertheless, the church membership
responded in fine fashion, so we were able to
meet our budget.
However, I became
concerned as the problems caused by COVID
dragged into 2021. I thought that “COVID
fatigue” might set in, and that contributions to
Our Redeemer might drop off sharply. Well,
they didn’t. In fact, a review of the Financial
Secretary’s Report for the end of 2021 shows
that there was actually a 2.5% increase in
giving for the year. For this I am very thankful,
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and encourage the congregation to extend its
faithful support into 2022.
The Super Bowl will be held on
February 13th, which means it is also “Soup”er
Bowl Sunday, when we should have our
traditional “noisy offering.” It may not be noisy
this year, but we can still make an offering and
make a difference. One thing that occurred to
me recently was the huge amount of money
spent on the Super Bowl. Here are some
statistics I came across. For the first Super
Bowl in 1967, a 30-second commercial on
NBC cost $37,500, compared to $6.5 million
for a commercial of the same length on NBC
during last year’s Super Bowl. That’s over 173
times more expensive! Granted, prices have
gone up since 1967, but not by THAT much.
This year’s game will be played in the new
SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles, which cost
about $5.5 BILLION to construct. And let’s
not forget the huge amounts of money which
will be bet on the game by professional
gamblers, as well as smaller amounts by
people in a countless number of “office pools”
all across America. All of this for a football
game!
Now wouldn’t it be nice to take just a
fraction of the money spent on the Super Bowl
and use it to fight the problem of hunger in our
community? Well, that’s what “Soup”er Bowl
Sunday is all about. So please, whether you
watch the game or not, give an extra offering
if you can!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

What’s New in
Christian Education?
The abundance of educational
opportunities at Our Redeemer continues in
February! First, Pastor Dan will be holding his
daytime Bible Study, on 1 Thessalonians,
Wednesday mornings at 11:30 am. He also
will be holding his evening Bible Study, on the
Gospel of John, Wednesday evenings at 7
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pm. This class is available both in-person and
via Zoom. I attend both of these classes,
which are excellent, and encourage other
members of the congregation to do the same.
Pastor Dan also conducts Confirmation Class
between services on Sunday mornings.
Our Adult Christian Educational Series
(ACES) will also be held between Sunday
services in February. We will begin the video
series Understanding the Old Testament with
the following topics:
• The Old Testament as Literature
• The Genesis Creation Story
• What God Intended for Adam and Eve
• When Things Go Wrong in the Garden of
Eden
Feel free to join us!
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Suppers during Lent prior to our mid-week
worship services.
• We hope to resume Craft Fellowship in
April.
• Our next meeting will be held February 10th
at 6 pm. We would love to see some new
faces at our meetings.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

From Our Outreach Trustee

Last, but by no means least, is our
Sunday School. The children will be making
Valentine Cards on February 6th for the
members of the congregation unable to attend
in-person worship services. The class will also
be finishing up their lessons from the Old
Testament, including the stories of Daniel and
Jonah. There will be no class on February
20th due to the school winter recess.

At the January 6th Outreach Committee
meeting, the committee reviewed the
numerous activities of the past couple of
months. We had been busy, especially during
Advent and Christmas time, spreading the
news of Christ’s birth and the joy that it brings
in many ways. The next big Outreach event
scheduled is our February Cocoa House. This
fun event is planned for Saturday, February
12th. As with everything else, COVID status
will be considered. As usual, “many hands
make light work” is also true for this event.
Watch for additional information. Our next
Outreach Committee meeting is March 3rd at
6:30 pm.

Fred Hutchison
Acting Education Trustee

Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Fellowship Committee Update

Property Committee Update

• We continue to hold Celebration Sunday
the first Sunday of each month. Thank you
to Teresa O'Connor for providing cupcakes
in January. Ginny Weston will be providing
the cupcakes for our Celebration Sunday in
February. If you are interested in providing
cupcakes for Celebration Sunday, please
see me or sign-up in the Red Book.
• Coffee Fellowship will continue to be held
every Sunday. If no one volunteers to bring
snacks, we will just have hot beverages.
• Watch for sign-up sheets for our
Wednesday Night Soup and Bread

Our major building projects were
completed in early December. Now that we
are in the cold of winter, we are seeking
volunteers to help keep our sidewalks free of
snow and ice. Sign-up sheets will be available
in the Fellowship Hall to adopt our sidewalks
for a weekend.
We noticed that since the new Glen
Avenue portico has been completed,
additional water draining from the new portico,
combined with water draining from the Glen
Avenue main entrance portico and roof has
increased the amount of water present on that
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side of the building. The Property Committee
has decided to rectify this long standing
problem in order to protect both Glen Avenue
entrances from further water damage. In the
spring, we will implement a plan to change the
slope of the area and create a drainage
system to properly move water away from the
building between the porticoes. As this is a
significant change to the landscape of that
area, a redesign of the garden will be
necessary.
When spring arrives, Cindy and her
garden crew plan to add tulips around the
main cross. Their hard work beautifies our
church and our neighborhood.
In other news, we plan to
bring back the project board soon to
allow people to participate in minor
clean up tasks.
Mike has been researching a
replacement for our carillon, which badly
needs to be replaced. We also plan to
replace the kitchen casement windows
damaged in the break in with more secure
sliding windows.
Al Zielaskowski
Property Trustee

Social Ministry Opportunities
Thank you to all who had taken cat
mats to tie for our furry friends. Please
remember to return them ASAP. When this
service project is complete, we will have LOTS
of cat mats to donate to the APF animal
shelter. There is community member who
often participates in our pillow and quilt
ministries who volunteered to tie some, as
she, like many of us, is a little bored. A bag of
cat mats to be tied was left on a table in the
Fellowship Hall with her name on it. She
ended up taking both her bag and the bag of
mats prepared for the congregation to tie!
Luckily, we have plenty of fleece at church
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purchased with Thrivent grants and there was
time to prepare more mats to be tied by the
congregation.
February is Heart Month,
named for St. Valentine, of
course. He was perhaps an early
priest/bishop who married young people after
the Romans said not to. He ultimately paid
the price for disobeying the Romans. No
roses or chocolates in this legend at all. But
there was kindness.
Kindness is what we show to those in
the Ellis Cardiac Unit when we create our
heart shaped pillows. The pillows will be
ready for stuffing on Sunday, February 13th.
You can choose to stuff some pillows during
coffee fellowship or take some pillows home
to stuff them. The materials will be available
in the Fellowship Hall. The actual Ellis pillow
will be available as a model for the firmness
needed. Don't be afraid to squeeze it. Be
sure your pillow is as firm - but it doesn't need
to be rock hard. Please have all pillows
returned by February 20th so they can be sewn
closed (if necessary) and delivered. Contact
Janice Walz with questions.
New Opportunity!! Have you heard
about Street Soldiers and the ministries they
provide? We are wondering if anyone is
interested in participating. Read more about
the group below or check them out on
Facebook by searching StreetSoldiers Schenectady.

Street Soldiers is a grass roots group
that helps those experiencing homelessness
and those in need with essentials, meals and
sandwiches. They are not funded and do not
have a physical location or paid staff. They
are people helping people. Through April 1st,
they will be focused on the basic essentials:
food, pet food, and hygiene.
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They are currently collecting:
• Shelf stable pantry items
• Hygiene items
• Survival gear (for those experiencing
homelessness)
• Breads & pastries
• Drinks
• Pet food
• Face masks
• Reusable and paper bags
• To-go containers
• Hats & gloves
They are NOT accepting at this time:
• Clothing
• Shoes
• Housewares
• Blankets
• Toys
If you think this is a ministry you might like to
get involved in, please see me!!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Our Homebound Members
Recently, questions were asked about
who our homebound members are. They too
easily get overlooked once they are unable to
join for in-person worship. There are a
number of "categories" of homebound:
• Those in nursing homes or assisted living
• Those in their own homes, and
• the newest category that includes those
who are "COVID homebound."
Here are a few of our
members and some information
about them. Please remember
them as you are able! We'll try to
include more in future newsletters.
Virginia Kaufman is older than our
congregation!
This past July 4th, she
celebrated her 100th birthday with family and
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friends all around. Her health has declined
since that time, and she is very hard of
hearing. On her good days, she loves visits
and to tell stories. She has often pointed out
gifts sent to her from our Sunday School
children. Her family faithfully visits and takes
care of many things for her, as does the staff
at the nursing home where she resides.
Cards are always appreciated!
Ellis Residential & Rehabilitation Center
600 McClellan Street
Stockade Unit, Room 308B
Schenectady, NY 12308
Margaret Stibinger currently resides at
Capstone, on your way towards Amsterdam.
She also loves visits when possible, and has
many stories to tell. She will fill you in on her
children and grandchildren if given a chance!
She often mixes things up while you are
talking with her, but she is always pleasant to
be with. Her address:
Capstone Center for Rehabilitation & Nursing
302 Swart Hill Rd, Room 331
Amsterdam, NY 12010

Men’s Group
For the month of January, we decided
with the COVID numbers going up we would
meet via Zoom. We had 9 men log-in. It was
a very good meeting. In February, we are
going to continue to watch the numbers. If
they look like they are going down, we will
meet in-person at Dave Hahn's. If not, we will
Zoom. The study will be James 4:13-5:6. The
subject is Looking Ahead - God Only Knows
(p. 1686). Join us if you can.
All men 18 and older are welcome to
join us. Contact me if you would like more
information.

Chuck Cox
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Birthdays

2/03
2/07
2/08
2/08
2/10
2/12
2/13
2/16
2/18
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/24

Linda DeBraccio
Gerry Chapman
Todd Barton
Becca Zoeller
Claudia Jenkinson
Mark Baker
Bob Auer
Janice Greene
Amanda Gogis
Caleb Groom
Kyle Fellows
Ivan Skomp
Virginia Weston
Dawn Denegar
Jessica Rossler
BA Sheldon-Hughes
Alice Hokenson

Thank You
We received words of thanks
from the following:
Bethesda House for our
monthly donation of
sandwich supplies and for a
donation in the amount of
$100.00 from our 2021
Budgeted Benevolences
program.
Safe Inc. of Schenectady
for a donation of $125.00
from our 2021 Budgeted
Benevolences program.
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S-G Food Pantry for our
food/monetary contributions
totaling $457.66 in October
and November.

Pastoral Acts

Schenectady Community
Ministries for our food and
monetary contributions
totaling $279.99 from July,
August & September as well
as $620.20 representing 50%
of our 2021 German Fest
proceeds.

Marga Vandenberg passed
away November 22nd. Pastor
Dan presided at her funeral
held at Glenville Funeral
Home on November 27th.
She was to be laid to rest at
Mahwah Cemetery at a later
time.

We recently received two
deposits from Thrivent
Choice totaling $422.00!

Lois Kline passed away
November 2nd and was laid to
rest at Saratoga National
Cemetery.

We would like to thank:
Gail Eldridge
Melissa Jerreld
Liam Meyer
Ron & Shari Pucci
Thad Raushi
Cindy Schulte
Janice Walz
Kevin Zoeller

Gracelyn Marie Timpanaro
was baptized at Our
Redeemer during a private
baptism on December 26th.
She is the daughter of Blaise
& Kayleigh Timpanaro and
granddaughter of James &
Marilyn Dunbar.

for directing their
Choice Dollars
to our church.
ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Alice Hokenson looking for
some new or gently used
handkerchiefs to put in the
pockets of the boys shorts
and the girls dresses that she
is making. You can bring
your donations to church and
we will make sure Alice gets
them!! Thank You!!

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
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February at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Feb 1 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
Feb 3 Worship & Music Committee Meeting 7 pm
Feb 10 Fellowship Committee Meeting 6 pm
Feb 15 Council Meeting 7 pm
Feb 17 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
Feb 25 Messenger’s Voice Mailing 11 am

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Feb 10 Men’s Group 7 pm
Zoom or Dave Hahn’s (TBD)

Events/Special Services at Church
Feb 6 Celebration Sunday (February Birthdays)
Feb 12 Valentine’s Day Cocoa House (1-3 pm)
Feb 13 “Soup”er Bowl Sunday ( Not-So-Noisy Offering)
Ongoing
Deadlines
Feb 5 Council Meeting Reports
Feb 20 February Messenger Voice Articles

Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
February 2nd, 16th & 23rd

Offices Closed
Feb 21 President’s Day

Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
In-person & Zoom
February 9th, 16th & 23rd
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
February 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th

Women of the ELCA
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (WELCA) has a unit at Our
Redeemer. We invite any woman who would like to come to our monthly prayer and discussion
meeting. We encourage you to invite a friend to come with you as well. The meeting schedule
for 2022 follows:
• February 1 - Valentine’s Day surrounded by love discussion
• March 1 - Fat Tuesday pancake supper for our group and Lenten journey discussion
• April 5 - Christ’s Passion discussion
• May 3 - Important women in our lives discussion
• June 7 - to be announced
• July - Women’s picnic, site TBA
• August 2 - fall planning for 9/6, 10/4, 11/1 (plus Election Day bake sale), and 12/6
All Meetings begin at 6:30 pm at church unless a different site has been written in a bulletin
or newsletter. We also complete service projects, assist church ministries and support WELCA
events in our area and the Upstate NY Synod throughout the year.
Your Sisters in Christ,
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
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