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February marked both Black History Month and Mother
Language Day as well as Washington and Lincoln's birthdays.
Although I am often too busy to take a lunch break, I took two in
the past week to attend presentations in honor of Black History
Month and Mother Language Day. The group of immigrants
presenting for Mother Language Day talked about the pleasures
and pain of living in a new country. Listening to them reminded
me of how much getting to know people from other countries has
enriched my life ever since I was a kid. The other presentation
by Dr. Cheryl Renee Gooch, Vice President for Academic Affairs
at SUNY Schenectady, was on the topic of "Patriotism & Our
Shared History". As Dr. Gooch spoke of her ancestors and their
service to the country, it struck me that "her people" have been
here in the country far longer than many families I know,
including my own. I knew that from school but hearing her share
the stories of Black Civil War soldiers and their backgrounds
really struck a new chord with me. It was more personal. How
many people can trace their families in the US back three or four
hundred years?
Today, a jury found all three of Ahmaud Arbery's killers
guilty on all counts in their federal hate crime trial. Praise God
and Amen! I wonder how people such as these three can hear
the same Word that we hear and read and not understand that
we are all God's children and that we are called to love, not hate.
Paul tells us, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus." Perhaps that's just not clear
enough for everyone.

Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Grace-A-Thon: Grace All Day!
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church is part of the Upstate New York Synod. The Synod cares
for congregations and pastors and some of the ministries we do on a larger scale than individual
congregations could. They also sponsor some events for everyone to participate in. On Saturday,
March 12th, (9 am - 3 pm) the Synod is sponsoring a Grace-A-Thon! What is that, you ask? It is
six hours of Grace centered programming from & for members of the Upstate New York Synod.
That means you! There will be Music, Interviews, Learning, Moving, Listening, Talking, Growing.
You can Hop In and Hop Out, as this will be shared via Zoom. (For those who don't Zoom, if you
are interested in participating, let Pastor Dan know and we can pull it up at the Church that day.
OUR SCHEDULE:
9:00 - 9:15
9:15 - 10:15
10:15 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00
12:00
12:30 - 1:15
1:15 - 2:15
2:15 - 2:30

Prayer, sharing, plan for the day
Workshops and Playshops
Spots of Grace
Workshops and Playshops
Rooms of Grace Interest Groups for Sharing Resources
Lunch break
Worship and Exploration of G.R.A.C.E with Bishop Miller
Workshops and Playshops
Gathering of Graces

Here is the link to register:
Or visit the Upstate New York Synod at: www.upstatenysynod.org
You will see a Grace-A-Thon banner boldly displayed. This should
be fun and informative, and you can choose many of your own
topics throughout the day. Sign up so you can get the Zoom link
for the day!
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A Message from the Pastor
Soon after you get
this newsletter (and maybe
already by time you get a
chance to read it…), Lent will
be upon us. Lent is one of
those seasons of the Church
Year that shows just how different the Church
is from the rest of the world. Lent calls us to
think about ourselves, our fallen-ness, our
departure from God, and to do some serious
repentance. Repentance is about turning and
going another way, seeing what has taken us
from God and going in a way that takes us
back again. It is hard work, if taken on as we
are called to by the Church. Jesus challenges
many people throughout the Gospels to do
just that.
Our Congregation Council just met on
February 15th.
We had a really good
conversation about church growth. It is hard
to gauge where we stand in terms of "active"
members with all those being cautious with
COVID and all. We took an educated guess
for the Annual Report, where we list the Voting
Members (persons who are confirmed/over 16
and have communed or contributed during the
last two calendar years). How do we count
those worshiping over YouTube? Can we
count them, since we don't always know who
is taking part? "Tis a predicament" to quote a
musical King.
The next question asked was the
apparent age of our congregation. I hear
many people say, "we're an older
congregation." Our demographics don't bear
that out to the degree that we believe it.
Those who come to worship DO bear that out,
as many of our post-confirmation to age 50
folks aren't present very often. For some, life
is just too hectic. For others, there are other
reasons. That is a bigger predicament.
Then we tried to come up with ways to
find out why.
"Let's have a meeting/
conversation about this." "Let's talk to the
inactive members (those non-voting members

on our rolls)." If our voting members are the
only ones talking about why the inactive folks
aren't coming, it is doomed to fail. Then we
talked about inviting the community to come in
and talk about this. If they aren't invested in
Our Redeemer, why would they come to a
meeting that was just a general invitation to
come?
Now. PLEASE HEAR THIS. Last time
I wrote about a similar topic, I offended a few
people and at least one family left. I am not
judging anyone. I am simply saying what is
going on, in 2022, after 2 years of a
pandemic, in a Church that is doing its best to
follow Jesus. This is the elephant in the room
for many congregations. I think honest talk
about it is best.
People who aren't here, aren't here for
a reason. For some it's COVID. For others,
it's because Pastor Meyer isn't here anymore.
Others have personal hurts from other church
members that keep them away. I have heard
for years that it is easier to reach an
unchurched person to come to worship than it
is to get an inactive one to come back. That
is true because inactive members left for a
reason, and that baggage keeps them from
reclaiming a seat in the pews.
We open the doors every Sunday. We
publicly and broadly invite all to come and
worship. Few take up public and broad
invitations like that anymore. Yet that's
exactly what we are relying on to change the
course of our worship attendance. A saying
about beating a dead horse comes to mind.
This is a longer than usual piece from
me. Please stay with me here! Jesus shows
us again and again in Scripture, and Paul and
other apostles write about it. IT'S ABOUT
THE RELATIONSHIP!
Few
respond to broad invitations, but
often respond to ones from
personal friends or people they
know and trust. That is Good
News for us! We don't have to
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go door to door or stand on the corner of
South Reynolds and Mohawk to preach at
people. But we can talk to those we have
relationships with, right? I mean, we talk
about a new car, or grandchild, or job, or that
Super Bowl. Why not talk about your faith, or
the Church the same way, and invite those
you have relationships with to come along?

•
•
•
•

Here's a few reasons why we
SHOULDN'T invite people:
because we want our church to survive
because we need more people to kick in to
the kitty
because we need more volunteers
because worship sounds better with more
people singing
All those reasons serve US.
They are NOT reasons to invite others.
Why we SHOULD invite others:
because of Jesus!

If Jesus is that important to you, and
worship is, and being faithful is, then why
wouldn't you share what you believe with
others?
If Jesus is that important to you, and
being faithful is, and you've found OTHER
ways to keep that relationship going, then why
wouldn't you share what you believe with
others?
I'll be 60 this month. I know what I like
at worship, and I think many of the folks
around my age like that too. But I don't know
what others are looking for. So please tell me!
Help me and Our Redeemer find new and
effective ways to reach more people with the
Gospel. Help me not make the Church old
like me! If you have ideas about worship, or
serving, or how we should be talking about
being Church, talk to me! No judgment! Just
curious.
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See the related article about our
Wednesday night Soup & Bread suppers,
worship, and faith-talk. We will spend some
time talking about how to talk about our faith.
This is WAY out of the ordinary, and
important, and will ask you to disrupt your
routine. But this is also Lent, that asks you to
do the same thing.
Peace!
~Pastor Dan

Ash Wednesday

We will gather for our traditional Ash
Wednesday service at 11 am (spoken) and 7
pm. We will live stream both services. If you
wish, you can drive to the church for "Ashes to
Go." Ideally, you would participate in the 11
am service from home, then come by the
church for ashes. I won't be quizzing you to
see if you did. Pull in the driveway and beep
your horn gently (my office overlooks the
driveway and I'll hear you). I will come out,
share a brief prayer, and share ashes with
whomever is in the vehicle. We had quite a
few take part in this last year.

Soup & Bread, Taize & Talk!
YAY!!!
Soup & Bread
suppers are back, provided of
course no dramatic shifts of
Covid numbers. Gather in the
Fellowship Hall at 6 pm (come
later if you need to) and join in some delicious
soup and breads provided by sisters and
brothers here. We thank Pat Ives for serving
as coordinator once again!! Sign-up sheets
are on the bulletin board by the kitchen.
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We will move upstairs for a 30-minute
Taize service at 7 pm. This quiet, reflective,
and powerful type of congregational song is
very moving! Come to sing, or just come to
get caught up in the singing of others.
Then at 7:30 we are going to do
something different. Many people here at Our
Redeemer have shared conversations about
how we can grow our congregation, or reach
out to new people, or hold on to the folks we
have here. One of the concerns has been a
discomfort in or not feeling trained in speaking
about our faith without sounding preachy,
holier-than-thou, or unsure. We will spend no
more than 30 minutes each Wednesday after
Taize to talk about these things. Kind of an
interactive sermon, ACES class, and Bible
Study rolled into one no more than half-hour
time to hone your faith-sharing skills.
Come for one, or two, or all three of
these options on Wednesday nights.
Seriously. You don't have to do all three. I
really hope you come to the third part though.
Your questions and input are vital, and your
presence is appreciated by your sisters and
brothers at church, which includes me!
~Pastor Dan
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Christians, so much of our worship, fellowship
and love dwells inside our house of worship.
However, we know that Jesus walked all over
the land to tell people of God’s love. He did
not stay inside. Our Story Ways are a simple
way to tell others what we know. That Jesus
was born and died for our sake. This is an
important message. Perhaps, having these
simple stories will help others learn what we
know. Perhaps these simple stories will help
us to tell others about Jesus.
On February 12th, we offered children
and their parents another marvelous Cocoa
House under the watchful eye of Melissa
Jerreld. Many of the children have been to
our Cocoa House events before and a few
(cross your fingers) may become involved in
our Sunday School programs. This is one
reason to have these fun filled events - to
bring people into our church. But to bring
people into our church requires patience and
intent. We are commanded by Jesus to bring
people to Him. Why? For their salvation.
What a gift. Hopefully, we will be able to have
another full house of young people and their
parents for the next Cocoa House in April.
Hopefully, more of them will feel God’s love
and be open to his saving message.

Reaching Out to our Community

Watch for our Easter Story Way coming
soon. During the Christmas time, we had the
story of Christmas represented by a simple
child’s version of the wondrous miracle of
Jesus’ birth. We will do the same for the
amazing gift of forgiveness we received from
Jesus at Easter time. Why do we do this? As

Get thee to the movies! At least Scotia
Cinema and tell us what you see. We signed
up to be part of the video that plays before the
previews telling about Scotia. Let us know if
you see it. When Dave and I went to see the
Agatha Christie movie, we missed the
beginning of that video, so we didn’t see us.
We hope this is another way to bring attention
to our wonderful church. It might be another
catalyst for spreading the news of God’s love
to people you know that don’t attend church.
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee
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Food & Fellowship
Please join us in
celebrating our March Birthdays
on Sunday, March 6th. Cindy
Holman will be providing the
cupcakes. If you would like to
provide cupcakes for an
upcoming Celebration Sunday
please let Cindy or Melissa
know.
Lenten Soup & Bread Suppers will
begin on Wednesday, March 9th. Thank you
Pat Ives for being our coordinator again this
year. Please use the sign-up sheets on the
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to share
your special soup and/or bread.
Easter Sunday Brunch will be held
between services at 10 am in the Fellowship
Hall. Watch for the sign-up sheets in
mid-March.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

Feeding the Hungry
Jesus tells us that one of the questions
He will ask at the time of the Final Judgment
is whether we fed Him (i.e., the people around
us) when He (they) was (were) hungry. (See
Matthew 25:31-47.) It is also well worth
considering that the only miracle Jesus
performed that is described in each of the four
Gospels is His feeding of the 5,000.
Matthew 14:13-21
Mark 6:35-44
Luke 9:10-17
John 6:1-14
Additionally, the feeding of the 4,000 by
Jesus is also recounted in two of the Gospels
(Matthew 15:32-39 & Mark 8:1-9.) No doubt
about it, Jesus makes it plain that feeding the
hungry should be an important part of our
stewardship.
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We help feed the hungry in numerous
ways at Our Redeemer. Dedicated volunteers
provide meals for the Salvation Army Soup
Kitchen.
Sandwiches are supplied for
Bethesda House. Our Friday Family Lunch
Program helps to feed the hungry in our
community. In the summer we also distribute
lunches for SiCM in Collins Park. In October,
the Sunday School staff and children hold
their “Trick or Treat So Others Can Eat” food
drive for the Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry.
And there are three more events at Our
Redeemer that are very meaningful in the fight
against hunger.
The first is “Soup”er Bowl Sunday,
which we recently celebrated; this year we
collected cans of soup and other food items
for the Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry and
monetary donations for SiCM. The second is
the annual CROP Walk, held the first Sunday
in May, which is sponsored by Church World
Service. Typically, 75% of the money raised
by this event goes to fight global hunger, while
the other 25% supports food pantries in our
own area. I’m especially fond of the third
event, which is one that Pastor Dan instituted
here at Our Redeemer. It’s our “Day of
Fasting for World Hunger,” held the Thursday
before Thanksgiving.
People in the
congregation are encouraged to fast during
the day and share an evening meal of Pastor
Dan’s potato soup with bacon bits (yum!).
While originally done to support Lutheran
World Hunger, last year we were also given
the option of supporting additional
hunger-fighting programs, including those of
SiCM, the S-G Food Pantry, Bethesda House
and the Salvation Army.
I hope everyone in the congregation will
support a number of these events and
programs.
Acting together, our good
stewardship can take a bite out of hunger!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee
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What’s New in
Christian Education?
Due to our evening Lenten Services,
Pastor Dan is taking a well-deserved break
from his Wednesday evening Bible Studies on
the Gospel of John. We will resume after
Easter, picking up with John Chapter 7.
These Bible Studies have been extremely
informative (and entertaining!) and are
available either in-person or via Zoom. Feel
free to join us! Pastor Dan will be continuing
his Wednesday daytime Bible Studies on 1st
Thessalonians in March. Please check your
Friday emails from the church, as well as the
weekly church bulletins, for the Wednesdays
these classes will be held.
Our Adult Christian Educational Series
(ACES) will be held between services on
Sunday mornings through March. There has
been a change in scheduling plans for ACES.
Originally, we had planned to start the video
series Understanding the Old Testament by
now.
However, our classes to provide
background for the video series have proven
to be well worth pursuing further! All are
invited to attend.
Our Sunday School programs will also
be progressing nicely in March. Among the
scheduled lessons for the students are the
12-year-old Jesus teaching in the Temple, the
Parable of the Sower, “God is the Rock” (see
Matthew 7:24-2 7 ) a n d T h e Last
Supper/Maundy Thursday. Our Redeemer
continues to offer opportunities for Christian
educational growth to students of all ages!
Fred Hutchison
Acting Education Trustee

Social Ministry Opportunities
Our parents always told us to brush our
teeth. Our dentist tells us to change our
toothbrush every six months. Sounds easy,
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but if you don’t have toothbrushes or you are
concerned about paying for other things,
toothbrushes don’t seem very important.
Interestingly though, over the last several
years, there has been more and more
evidence about dental health having a positive
or negative effect on our general health. To
that end, we will have a “Toothbrush” event
between services on Sunday, March 13th. The
toothbrushes need to be counted in sets of six
and sealed into a plastic bag. Gloves will
need to be worn for this community service
event. The toothbrushes will be returned to
SiCM ready to be tucked into the food bags
and distributed.
Spring is just around the corner, which
means FLOWERS! Our annual CFOO plant
sale will be here before you know it, so start
planning your gardens. A copy of the order
form is included in this newsletter. Order
deadline is April 10th.
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
Our next serving date is Friday, March 4th
• Cooking Day - Tuesday, March 1st, 8am at
Our Redeemer; 2 or 3 people is plenty, as
there is a LOT of waiting involved
• Slicing & bone picking will be Wednesday,
March 2nd, 9 am, in the Fellowship Hall; we
can use up to 6 people that day
• Serving Day - meet at 10:30 am in the
Salvation Army kitchen; we can use up to 6
people total; masks will be required
Unless Schenectady County COVID numbers
change dramatically, expect to wear masks for
the activities at Our Redeemer as well. Look
for sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall.
Every church has them...the people
who work quietly behind the scenes to keep
ministries going. We have a quiet weaver
whose work is only seen under the Mitten
Tree. We have the secret shampoo giver
whose products for SiCM show up in the SiCM
basket. We have a terrific knitter who makes
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baby hats for the military. We also have Alice
Hokenson, who makes little girl’s dresses. In
our last newsletter, she asked people to keep
an eye out for cotton hankies they may have
floating around their house. She attaches
them to the dresses before she sends them
out. Your AMAZING response yielded 4+
dozen hankies and will keep her busy for quite
some time. She thanks you for your generous
donations.
Save The Date!! The CROP Walk will
be held Sunday, May 1st! More info to come!
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Our Homebound Members
In the last two Messenger's Voice
newsletters, we have been highlighting some
of our homebound members. There are a
number of "categories" of homebound:
• Those in nursing homes or assisted living
• Those in their own homes, and
• the newest category that includes those
who are "COVID homebound."
Here's a listing of some of our members
and some information about them. Please
remember them as you are able! We'll try to
include more in future newsletters.
Eunice Rice is one of our homebound
members.
She will celebrate her 100th
birthday on March 4th! Please remember her
with a card or a call. She has done many
things here at Our Redeemer - Braille, Altar,
Choir, helped with dinners and all kinds of
activities. She is doing very well, although she
admitted to me on my last visit with her that
her memory isn't as good as it used to be!
She actively crochets, making all kinds of
things for family, friends, and to be given
away. She lives at:
(See Directory For Eunice’s Address)
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These next three need little introduction
and are in a category all their own! Karol
Lunde, Ted Seefeld, and Heidi Steubing all
reside in different group homes. You will often
see Karol and Ted at worship. Heidi had
some issues with her foot but is now getting
around better, so we should be seeing more
of her. They are some of our happiest and
most up-beat people here at Our Redeemer!
Be sure to greet them when you see them!
Ted and Karol have birthdays this month too!
Karol Lunde:
1740 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304
Ted Seefeld:
Baker House
2074 Baker Ave.
Schenectady, NY 12309
Heidi Steubing:
Stiles Residence
2215 Eastern Parkway
Schenectady, NY 12309

Thad Raushi is one of our "COVID
shut-ins." Thad has a few medical issues that
make him more vulnerable to illness, and for
any illness to get severe. So, he has laid low
at home for much of the pandemic. Thad has
been involved in many things at Our
Redeemer, and is a great cheerleader for
many others. He is one of the oldest “kids” we
have here! You should see him at the Friday
lunches playing with the kids! He has a
fondness for model trains, for youth ministry,
and for enjoying cookies! Thad's wife, Sylvia,
has the unenviable job of reining him in at
times! They both have been enduring the
pandemic isolation and longing for the time we
can all gather again.
(See Directory For Thad’s Address)
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Thank You

Pastoral Acts

Birthdays

We received words of thanks
from the following:
3/01 Donna Anscom be-W eakley
3/03 Heidi Tallman

Bethesda House for our
monthly donation of
sandwich supplies.

Michael Robert Flanders was
baptized at Our Redeemer
during a private baptism on
February 20th. He is the son
of Dan & Roseann Flanders,
grandson of Sandy Bellomo
and great-grandson of Evelyn
Brockett.

Men’s Group

Eunice Rice
March 4th
3/07
3/08
3/10
3/11
3/14
3/14
3/15
3/17
3/17
3/17
3/19
3/20
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/23
3/24
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/31

Janet Taylor
Kevin Zoeller
Susan Hering
Edward Weston
Gavin Armstrong
Connor Blick
Mary Townsend
Ron Capello
Mallory Schettine
Jim Tallman
Sandy Bellomo
David Jennings
Karol Lunde
Madeline Herron
Emily Holman
R.J. Holman
Pastor Dan May
Susan Rice
Janice (“JJ”) Wujciak
Gail Bassi
Nolan Taylor
Theodore Seefeld
Karin Restina

Our February meeting was
held by Zoom with eight men
attending. Our next meeting
is on March 10th. John Torelli
will host the meeting inperson. The study will be:
Hearing God
Hebrews 11:1-40
Roll Call of the Faithful
Page 1677
All men 18 and older are
welcome to join us. Contact
me if you would like more
information.

Now when all the people
were baptized, and when
Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying,
the heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove.
And a voice
came from heaven,
"You are my Son,
the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased."
Luke 3:21-22

Chuck Cox

ORLC Scotia on YouTube

Online Giving ~ Tithe.ly
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March at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
March 1 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
March 3 Outreach Committee Meeting 6:30 pm
March 8 CFOO Meeting 6:30 pm
Finance Committee Meeting 7 pm
March 15 Council Meeting 7 pm
March 17 Fellowship Committee Meeting 6 pm
Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
March 25 Messenger’s Voice Mailing 11 am

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
March 4 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
March 10 Men’s Group 7 pm
Location TBD

Events/Special Services at Church
March 2 Ash Wednesday
Worship Services 11 am & 7 pm
Ashes-to-Go (12-3 pm)
March 6 Celebration Sunday ~ March Birthdays!!

Ongoing

March 9, 16, 23 & 30
Soup & Bread Supper 6 pm
Mid-Week Lenten Taize Service 7 pm

Evening Bible Study ~
On Hiatus During Lent

Deadlines
March 5 Council Meeting Reports
March 20 April Messenger Voice Articles

Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
March 16th & 23rd

ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
March 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th

Women of the ELCA
All women of the congregation are invited to the WELCA Shrove
Tuesday/Pancake Dinner on March 1st at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
If you would like to help bring supplies, cook, clean up or just eat with us,
please contact Linda DeBraccio by February 27th. Kick off Lent with a tasty
meal and some fun fellowship with other women from church. Hope to see
you then.
Your Sisters in Christ,
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and
when they were over, he was famished. Luke 4:1-2

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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