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A Message from the President
A few weeks ago, as Russia ended their first few days of
war in Ukraine, Pastor Dan reminded us that there was evil in
the world. Was there ever a question though? Only seven
months ago, the Taliban took over Afghanistan. Different
circumstances, but much of the same - maybe on a different
scale. Minorities targeted and killed. Hospitals and schools
attacked. Prior to that, the first conflict that comes to mind is the
war in Syria where doctors and other healthcare workers were
intentionally targeted on their way into the hospital each day.
Much of the country was flattened.
Outside of our little world in this peaceful place, is a big
dirty mess where a lot of people are hurting. Maybe it's war.
Maybe it's human trafficking. Perhaps it's some other evil. As
Christians, we are called to confront these evils as well as those
"smaller" ones we see right in front of us. It's not easy to speak
up to the bully in our presence, let alone the aggressor across
the seas.
Though we cannot stop the fighting, we can help the
victims. Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service or LIRS has
good information at www.lirs.org/ukraine-crisis. Prayerfully
consider looking at what you might be able to do to help our
brothers and sisters in Ukraine.
May God bless you with a beautiful Easter!
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Holy Week at Our Redeemer

April 10th begins Holy Week, and we will have our processional outside (weather
permitting). We'll gather back inside for Sunday of the Passion, hearing and participating in the
passion story as it is read.
April 14th is Maundy Thursday. This is also the night Men's Group meets. So the men will help
with our worship service, from being assistants to sharing the message that night, along the lines
of how they do their Bible study each month. Come and enjoy their presentation!
April 15th is Good Friday. We'll gather for our traditional service which includes the Tenebrae
service with the 7 Last Words of Jesus.
Easter dawns on April 17th! We'll gather to celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord at 9 am and
11 am! In between services we'll join in our terribly-missed
Easter Brunch! Come out! Invite others! Let's celebrate the
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A Message from the Pastor

When I was in seminary, many of the
professors talked about a theological and
eschatological concept of "now, but not yet."
This talked about how Jesus has come, but
not fully; salvation is ours, but not completely;
redemption is near, but not quite here. That's
how I feel as I write this newsletter piece:
Easter is almost here, but not yet; Lent is
wrapping up, but not quite yet either.
So, I can't use the "A" word yet
(Alleluia!), ((OOPS!)), because we don't say
that in Lent. But we will soon! Soon we will
be shouting that word, along with the "Christ is
Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!" shouts as well!
The weather will be warmer, the sun shinier,
and more will brave coming back to worship.
Don't forget the Easter brunch to tempt you
back!
We are still in Lent. Soup and Bread
suppers are gaining in number, especially
when it DOESN'T snow! The Taize services
proceed, as a time of quiet singing and
reflection. Our How to Share Your Faith
Conversations are going well, and we'll be
telling faith stories before you know it! We
have shared a wonderful hymn with new
words that sings a prayer for Ukraine. As we
wind our way through the last part of this
penitential season, I hope you are getting
some time for prayer, for Scripture reading,
and for working on your walk with Jesus.
The Church has used that idea of
walking with Jesus for a long time. From the
disciples' first days with Jesus, to those two on
the road to Emmaus with the risen Jesus, Saul
on the road to Damascus, Jesus has been
walking with beloveds for millennia! Jesus'
walking with us makes us sound kind of
passive, so I've tried to make it more of an
intentional following Jesus more closely
image.

It takes effort to walk with someone, to
pace with them, listen along the way, see the
things they see. Jesus calls us to walk with
him that way! To see sisters and brothers
around us and respond to them with the love
and grace Jesus shares with us. That doesn't
make walking with Jesus like this a chore! It
makes it JOYFUL! ESPECIALLY as we get
into Easter, we have so much good news to
share that our encounters with others along
the way become easier, happier, and bless
you and them in Jesus' name!
As we move from the quiet reflection of
Lent, may the joy of Jesus' resurrection fill you
with light and energy and love and grace, so
that all who see you will know that…
Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen Indeed!
Alleluia!

Soup & Bread, Taize & Talk!
Soup & Bread suppers
are back, provided no dramatic
shifts of COVID numbers or
errant snow storms! Gather in
the Fellowship Hall at 6 pm
(come later if you need to) and join in some
delicious soup and breads provided by sisters
and brothers here. March 30th and April 6th will
be the last of these. Then we will move
upstairs for a Taize service at 7 pm. Then
stay at 7:30 for a shared conversation about
how we can grow our congregation, reach out
to new people, and hold on to the folks we
have here. We will spend no more than 30
minutes each Wednesday after Taize to talk
about these things. We can always use a
refresher to hone our faith-sharing skills!
~Pastor Dan
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God Works In Mysterious Ways!!
Our Outreach Committee is full of
active and creative people who look for ways
to bring the message of Christ’s love to both
our congregation and to those outside our
church.
Sometimes, these actions are
planned as with another Cocoa House to be
held on Saturday, April 23rd. We hope to have
a guest speaker here who will remind the
children and parents that God gave us this
beautiful Earth and we should take care of it.
Our plan to have another Story Way for Easter
went well, bringing the story of Easter to those
outside our church.
Sometimes, our outreach is not
planned as with the bringing of our heart
shaped pillows to Ellis. The pillows were
brought to the usual location, the cardiac unit
on the second floor, and we were told that
they were not needed this year. Someone
was supposed to tell us this. Since we always
clear our pillow project in advance with a
person at Ellis, we were a bit surprised (aka
having a “heart attack”). We were told to
check in with a woman from the Ellis
Foundation named Marcie. As we announced
who we were and where we were from, Marcie
said she was from Zion Lutheran. It just so
happened that Zion was preparing to
celebrate their 150th Anniversary and would
love to have the heart shaped pillows for a
ministry they support, the Schenectady City
Day Care. She was very excited to add our
pillows to their offering, especially since they
came from a daughter church of Zion,
meaning Our Redeemer.
After many
apologies, it turns out that the cardiac unit DID
indeed want our pillows - all of them! By that
time, Marcie and I had agreed that she should
take some for Zion’s event. She invited me to
attend the anniversary celebration that
Sunday, which I did. I watched one of our
pillows go to the altar as a gift returned to God
for all the goodness and love we are shown.
As Marcie and I looked at each other, we both
said, "God works in mysterious ways, indeed.”
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Speaking of anniversaries, the ORLC
100 Anniversary meeting planned in March
was cancelled because of a snow storm.
Watch for another planning meeting date and
be sure to give your ideas to Pastor Dan or
Melissa.
th

Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

What’s New in
Christian Education?
The Evening Bible Study has been
temporarily adjourned due to our Wednesday
evening Lenten Services. They will resume
on April 27th with our study of the Gospel of
John. The daytime Bible Study will, however,
continue throughout April. This group has
been studying the Book of 1st Thessalonians,
which I’ve found to be a rewarding experience.
It has made me aware of the ways in which
we are fortunate to live today.
The
Thessalonian Christians suffered a great deal
of persecution in their community, and were
often estranged from their friends and family
because of their faith. They also, of course,
didn’t have Bibles that they could pick up and
refer to. It made me reflect on all the
advantages that Christians today simply take
for granted.
Our Adult Christian Educational Series
(ACES) continues in April and will be held
between services on April 3rd and 24th. There
will not be class on Palm Sunday or Easter.
We have been studying the first chapters of
Genesis, which pose some intriguing
questions of Biblical interpretation. Are the
stories in chapters 1-11 of Genesis to be
taken literally? Are they all allegorical? Is
there any conflict between faith and science?
If the early part of Genesis is allegorical, when
did the Bible begin to depict the lives of actual
historical figures? These are just some of the
issues we are wrestling with. Feel free to join
us!

5 The Messenger’s Voice

The children in Sunday School have
begun learning how Jesus is really good about
getting His point across through His use of
parables. They learned how important it is to
make Jesus our strong foundation, so when
life’s challenges come we won’t be washed
away. This is a lesson we should all make a
point of doing! During April, the students will
be reviewing the lessons for Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.
Educational opportunities abound at Our
Redeemer for people of all ages!
Fred Hutchison
Acting Education Trustee

Wise Stewardship
Last month, I wrote about the ways we
have at Our Redeemer to fight hunger, both in
our own community and around the world. It
would be nice to be able to say that hunger
was the only problem facing us today, but of
course it isn’t. We live in a world where
climate change is contributing to an
ever-increasing number of fires, floods and
other natural disasters. Nature isn’t the only
cause of disasters. In the past few weeks we
all have been witnessing destruction brought
about by the war in Ukraine. The devastation
of cities and scenes of the millions of
displaced refugees fleeing the country have
been heartbreaking. No doubt about it, we live
in a world of need. We would like to help in
any way we could, but most of us are people
of limited means. How are we to be wise
stewards of what God has given us?
Well, as the children
have recently been learning in
Sunday School, the key to
meeting life’s challenges, and
living wisely, is having a solid
foundation. The way to have this is to live by
faith, according to the message of Jesus. See
Matthew 7:24-25. Where are we reminded of
this each and every week? At our church!
Therefore, wise stewardship starts with our
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faithful support of Our Redeemer. Not only
does our stewardship to Our Redeemer
provide the means necessary to provide for
our own church, but Our Redeemer also gives
us the opportunity, through resources such as
ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran World Relief
and Lutheran Disaster Response, to expand
our stewardship to help meet the needs of the
world around us.
Remember, our stewardship starts with
Our Redeemer but does not have to end at
Our Redeemer. Thankfully, our church also
provides us with a multitude of opportunities to
help both our community and the entire world.
If you are able, please take advantage of
them!
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

From the Fellowship Committee
Celebration Sunday will
be held April 3rd. We thank
Cindy Weatherwax who will be
baking the cupcakes. If you
would like to provide cupcakes for one of the
months June-December, let me know so we
can get you on our schedule.
Please use the “Red Book” to sign up
to help with Coffee Fellowship. We need
people to make the coffee, provide yummy
snacks or help with the clean-up afterwards.
Soup & Bread Suppers continue on
Wednesdays through Lent at 6 pm. We have
some really talented soup makers in our
congregation. Sign-up sheets are on the
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
We hope you will join us for our Easter
Sunday Brunch held between services.
Sign-up sheets for attendance, food donations
and help with set-up and clean up are on the
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. Many
hands make light work. People who normally
worship in the Fellowship Hall will be relocated
to the Conference Room so the brunch
preparations will not disrupt their worship time.
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Craft Fellowship will resume April 24th
at 10:15 am. Ginny Weston will be leading us
in making a spring craft. This has always
been a fun opportunity to get to know
members of our congregation better.

On to some housekeeping notes and
reminders:
• Please remember that the Fellowship Hall
is used for worship during the 9 am service.
We try very hard not to disrupt worship for
those who gather there. If you are planning
to take part in coffee fellowship, please
don’t arrive before 9:45 and please don’t
enter the room until worship is over.
• Coffee Fellowship begins at the conclusion
of the 9 am worship service.
• Celebration Sunday cupcakes are planned
for one per person. Any leftover cupcakes
may be delivered to those celebrating
birthdays that month who weren’t able to
attend.
• When snacks are provided, they are meant
to be a light snack - not a late breakfast or
early lunch. Please be considerate of those
who will come after you. Second helpings
should only be taken after everyone has
had a chance to get a snack. People
attending the 11 am service may not arrive
until 10:30 or later.
• If you are taking your coffee &/or snack to
another room in the church - please be sure
to clean-up after yourself.
• Coffee Fellowship clean-up will begin at
approximately 10:50. If there are left over
snacks at that time, please ask the person
who hosted if you may pack up a treat to
take home for later.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee
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Social Ministry Opportunities
Hello SPRING! We're ramping up for a
couple GREAT Spring Events!
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen: Have you
wondered what talent you have? What you
might be able to do in your schedule to help
others but nothing has FIT or CLICKED yet?
Well, here's an idea! We're looking for a few
new volunteers to help out with this ministry.
This month, we are serving on Friday, April
22nd. If you are available, the sign-up sheet
is posted in the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to
call Warren, BA, Ron or myself if you have
questions or are interested in learning more
about this wonderful ministry we've been
doing for over 50 years (or very close to it!)
Bethesda House: We
co n t in ue to deliver
sandwich supplies to
Bethesda House monthly
and we hear often how
appreciated we are. We currently need
volunteers to deliver the supplies to Bethesda
House by 1 pm the second Monday of each
month. This task involves picking up 16
loaves of bread, peanut butter and jelly (large
jars) at Aldi's sometime over the weekend.
Then, on Monday morning, pick up the cold
cuts from the church refrigerator and deliver
them to Bethesda House. Volunteers pull up
to the back door for deliveries and call
Bethesda House to speak to Al (the kitchen
head) and let him know you're at the door with
the delivery. He will come up and help you
unload your vehicle and bring the sandwich
fixings inside. Please let the church office
know if you are interested in volunteering for
one (or more than one) of these dates: April
11th, May 9th and June 13th.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee
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Cash or Check: Please see Ron Pucci or
Mike Mehigan or find a walker to sponsor.
Make checks out to Church World Service

2022 Phil Grigsby Memorial
CROP Hunger Walk
The Schenectady CROP Hunger Walk
will now be known as the Phil Grigsby
Memorial CROP Hunger Walk, honoring
Reverend Phil for his many years of
leadership with the annual Schenectady
CROP Walk. This year's walk will take place
on Sunday, May 1st.
Like last year, we won't be gathering
with all the Schenectady County teams at one
location. Our Redeemer walkers will gather in
the Fellowship Hall at 12:30 for a televised
opening ceremony with the walk starting
afterward.
We will walk down Mohawk
Avenue to the park and back again; weather
permitting.
Last
year,
the
Schenectady CROP Walk
ranked 25th across the
nation. That's impressive for
one of the smallest sized
counties in New York and
shows what kind of community we are. Let's
make the 2022 walk even more successful!
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has
been participating in this event for many years.
Last year, we raised $3,008 toward the
Schenectady CROP Walk. Our goal this year
is to raise $3,200, with our online goal being
$500. If you are able, please consider
supporting this cause with whatever you can
donate.
On-Line donation Click Here (or)
Google Search 2022 Schenectady Crop Walk,
click the DONATE tab, then FIND A
PARTICIPANT OR TEAM TO SUPPORT,
search for OUR REDEEMER and then the
DONATE NOW button.

Contact Mike if you have questions, want to
join the team as a walker or want to sponsor a
walker with your donation.
About CROP
CROP Hunger Walks are community-based
walk events held in cities and towns across
the United States, raising funds to support the
global mission of Church World Service, a
faith-based organization transforming
communities around the globe through just
and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty,
displacement, and disaster. Twenty-five
percent of the funds raised are returned to the
host community to support local hunger
fighting efforts. For more information, please
visit www.crophungerwalk.org.

From the Property Trustee
This winter has seen our heating costs
exceed our expectations, consuming half of
our heating budget. We will need to monitor
the costs to insure we do not have a problem
with our systems. Our annual rug cleaning will
take place before our Easter services. Many
thanks to Warren Sheldon-Hughes and Ron
Pucci for installing a new faucet in the kitchen.
Chuck Cox and John Torelli found a
replacement for our broken kitchen window
crank. This alleviates the need for a window
replacement. Warren supervised the tune up
of our kitchen stove and held a 'how-to'
training session so others will be able to
relight the twelve pilot lights.
Our last property meeting resulted in a
priority list of repairs and projects, which we
hope to present to the members.
Repairs in order of importance:
• Replacement Carillon - one has been
selected to replace our broken system
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• Fellowship Hall bathroom remodeling - our
bathrooms represent our church building to
the outside community.
They were
designed in the early 1960's. We would
like to modernize and make the bathrooms
ADA compliant. Chuck and John took
measurements and created new bathroom
designs. We would like to share these with
the congregation.
• Retaining Wall - the border wall we share
with our neighbor at 105 S. Reynolds has
slid into their yard. We would like to
remove the trees and shrubs along the
border and create a new wall once we
complete a property survey.
• Portico Garden drainage - we need to
resolve a drainage problem before it affects
our building. This will require moving plants
from the space, resolving the drainage
issue and replanting the garden.
• Siding repair - we need to replace dented
aluminum siding outside the Fellowship Hall
with vinyl siding.
The pavilion project was discussed and
was determined not to be a priority at this
time. Before we proceed too far with this
project, we would want to be sure the
congregation was supportive of such a large
and expensive capital improvement.
We are seeking estimates for the repair
items listed above. Many thanks to all who
help maintain and minister to our church.

Here's a listing of some of our
members and some information about them.
Please remember them as you are able! We'll
try to include more in future newsletters.
Linda Howarth lives with her daughter
and family in Schenectady. She is a sister to
Joan Jones. She is currently in a wheelchair
and has some difficulty getting around. She
would love a visit, call, or card if you could
take the time. These past months have been
especially hard, as COVID has limited any
visits or trips for her to go anywhere. Here is
her address if you'd like to send her a note:

Al Zielaskowski
Property Trustee







Lewis and Pat Annis were longtime
Scotia residents, living not far from the church.
Deteriorating health and needs with their
house nudged them into a move to Schaffer
Heights apartments. Pat has had more
mobility issues, and Lewis battled COVID a
year ago. Both are mostly homebound,
although Lewis does take a walk down to a
local grocery store as needed. He misses
worship and Bible Study. Pat is a member of
another congregation but has been present
with us many times and always sends her
greetings when she calls or runs into
someone. Both of these folks would love to
hear from you! Here is their address:

Our Homebound Members
In the last few Messenger's Voice
newsletters, we have been highlighting some
of our homebound members. There are a
number of "categories" of homebound:
• Those in nursing homes or assisted living
• Those in their own homes, and
• the newest category that includes those
who are "COVID homebound."

Women of the ELCA
The Women of the ELCA will meet in
the Fellowship Hall at church on April 5th at
6:30. We will discuss the topic of "Beginnings
and Endings" and a small snack will be
provided. All women of Our Redeemer are
welcome!
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Lutheran World Relief has put out an
appeal for personal care kits in response to
refugee situations around the world, like those
fleeing from Ukraine. Our group will be
collecting items to create these kits throughout
Lent. The items needed to complete one
Personal Care Kit include:
• 1 light weight bath sized towel (20" x 40"
to 52" x 27") preferably a dark color
• 2-3 full size (8-9 oz) bars of soap still
packaged (no hotel size)
• 1 adult toothbrush in packaging (or if
bought in bulk, sealed in envelope)
• 1 sturdy plastic comb (please no fine
toothed)
• 1 metal nail clipper

All men 18 and older are welcome to join us.
Contact me if you would like more information.



Cash donations are also encouraged to
cover shipping costs or to purchase items
needed to complete kits. Please put items in
the designated box in the Fellowship Hall. We
will continue through April.
Also, if anyone is a current Thrivent
member and has access to a Thrivent Action
Team Grant, we could use those funds to help
underwrite our personal care kit supplies and
shipping costs for Lutheran World Relief.
Please contact Linda DeBraccio or Melissa
Jerreld if you have questions about this
project.

We recently received two deposits from
Thrivent Choice totaling $458.00! We would
like to thank Renate Dowgos, Paul Henry,
Betsy Meyer, Cindy Schulte, Leslie Thiele,
Mary Emma Townsend & Dave Walz for
directing their Choice Dollars to our church.

Your Sisters in Christ,
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey

Men’s Group
We would like to thank John and Kelli
Torelli for having us in their home for the
March Men's Group meeting. The food and
fellowship was great.
Our next meeting will be on Maundy
Thursday, April 14th. We will have our meeting
at church and assist Pastor Dan with the
service. There will be a short lesson on The
Lord's Supper. We will work with Matthew
26:17-29.

Chuck Cox

Thank You
We received words of
thanks from:
Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry for our
December contributions in the amount of
$56.33 as well as the $500.00 earned as a
result of the Thrivent Food Drive Challenge
last November.

Birthdays
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/02
4/07
4/09
4/10
4/10
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/15
4/17
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/27
4/27
4/29

Matthew Barnes
Jan Hall
Liam Meyer
Richie Novak
Carolyn Fall
Randy Jerreld
Nicole Betz
Danielle Weires
Megan Meyer
Cindy Schulte
Samuel Stecher
Sean O'Connor
Elva Hutchison
Cindy Zielaskowski
Kristen Rossler
Luana Moross
Helen Stecher
Meredith Colacino
Nancy Novak
Kelli Torelli
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April at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
April 5 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
April 7 Fellowship Committee Meeting 6 pm
Worship & Music Committee Meeting 7 pm
April 12 Endowment Committee Meeting 7 pm
April 19 Council Meeting 7 pm
April 21 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
April 26 CFOO Meeting 6:30 pm
April 29 Messenger’s Voice Mailing 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
April 3 Celebration Sunday ~ April Birthdays!!
April 6 Soup & Bread Supper 6 pm
Mid-Week Lenten Taize Service 7 pm
April 10 Palm Sunday Worship Services 9 & 11 am
April 14 Maundy Thursday Worship Services
11 am & 7 pm
April 15 Good Friday Worship Service 7 pm
April 17 Easter Sunday Worship Services 9 & 11 am
Easter Brunch ~ between services
April 23 Spring/Earth Day Cocoa House (1-3 pm)
April 24 Craft Fellowship 10:15 am

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
April 22 Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
April 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
Resumes April 27th
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
April 3rd & 24th

Deadlines
April 5 Council Meeting Reports
April 24 May Messenger Voice Articles

Caring For Our Own

Our 6th Annual CFOO Plant Sale is in full swing! We're so excited to be able to continue this
Annual Fundraiser! Order forms are once again included in this newsletter. Additional forms are
available near the main entrance of the church. Remember to fill out the form completely and
include any additional notes. Please don't delay in getting your plant orders in because we're on
an earlier schedule with Hillard's this year. Our order deadline is April 10th.
The next CFOO meeting is scheduled for April 26th. If you're interested, please join us.
Contact the church office if you need a Zoom meeting link.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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