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A Message from the President
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen, Indeed!
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Sometimes we have too much time on our hands.
Time to consider things we don't usually have time for...
How different life was five or ten years ago
before COVID changed our lives.
How we took so many and so much for granted!
I'm sitting here drinking my coffee and wondering how
Jesus' followers felt as the days, years and decades went on.
We all know what it's like to lose someone close or, at least,
most of us do. We long to see, phone, text or chat with our
sister, mom, dad, whoever just to tell them how things are going.
To tell them they'd be so happy, proud. We still long to share
with them what's important to us or look for someone who was
always there to carry the burden.
How did Jesus' followers deal with his death? The
promise of God's kingdom, was it nonsense? Followers are
dying and Jesus is nowhere to be found. The world is the same.
Wars, pain, suffering and then persecution. Paul tells the
Thessalonians that those who are now sleeping will be
resurrected first followed by living believers. What kind of a
radical message was this that people chose not only to believe
but to tell others until the message was spread throughout the
world? Only decades after Jesus' death, Thomas was in
Southern India spreading the Word. A few centuries later,
believers were all over the Middle East, Europe, Africa and
China! They chose to believe as we do now.
I ramble. I'm just thinking who among us would have
done any of that? Packed up and left to spread the good news.
Sad to say, probably not me at least not at this point. How many
of us share Jesus' story today with others? How often do we
share his love with others and tell them who our guiding force is?
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President

2 The Messenger’s Voice

M ay 2022

Attention All Voters!
May 22nd is an important day in the life of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. First of all,
it is the day that we will move to a single worship service at 10 am. ACES will be at 9 am. We
also have a Voters' Meeting that day, following the 10 am service. There will be some fellowship
time goodies around, and we'll begin the meeting around 11 am. We will be electing new
Council members/officers and electing Synod Assembly Voting Members. Mike and Sharon
Mehigan have agreed to go, should we elect them. There will be other updates as well.

From the Fellowship Committee
Thank you to everyone who helped make our Easter Brunch a success! It was so nice
to continue the tradition.
Our next Fellowship event will take place before our Voters’ Meeting on May 22nd. We will
have a charcuterie table of savory and sweet snacks. What the heck is a charcuterie table?
(picture Pastor Dan saying that) Charcuterie boards or platters typically consists of preserved
or prepared meats, artisan cheeses, spreads, honey, fruits and vegetables, nuts and seeds.
Since we will be serving many people, we will be using a table or two instead of a board or
platter. Our table will also have some sweet treats. We are asking everyone to bring a snack
of their choosing on a dish ready to be shared. Please limit your serving size to approximately
10 people. Labels will be available to identify all donations or
any special ingredients. I can't wait to see what we will have on
our charcuterie table - it is going to be amazing!!
The Messenger's Voice
Our next Fellowship Committee Meeting will be on May
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A Message from the Pastor
April is just resisting spring as much as
it can! Now we move into the month of May,
with nicer weather, more flowers and blooming
trees, and more sneezing because of pollen!
The seasons just keep changing around us,
sometimes faster than we can imagine.
I got a lesson from our county health
department the other day. I was told we are
no longer in a pandemic, fighting an illness we
all are trying to avoid. We are now in an
endemic, recognizing a virus out in our world
that most likely all of us will contract at some
point. When I first heard this, I thought it was
a sign of humanity just giving up, just letting
things happen, because we are so tired of
fighting COVID and dealing with all the things
that we've had to miss or cancel because of it.
After a few days to think about it (and
after a boatload of folks here contracted
COVID), I've shifted in my thinking. I think
masks will be a part of life, especially during
flu season or worn when one is not feeling well
to protect others. I think there will be
conversations where and when COVID or
other contagions seems to be surging. There
will continue to be offers to friends and
neighbors to go shopping for those not feeling
well, and grocery and other stores delivering
or pre-shopping for us will be a blessing to
many in the future.
Many things are pervasive in our world.
Hope, conflict, sin, grace, death and taxes just
to name a few. We can add COVID to that
list. It is here and will be for a while. How we
manage it, avoid it, and try to keep from
sharing it with lots of folks will become a fact
of life. We have gotten better at washing our
hands, using hand sanitizer, and not doing as
much when we don't feel well. These are
good things, good habits to care for ourselves
and others.
So most of us don't have to stop
everything just because COVID is around.
There are some who need to be more careful
- those with COPD or have immune or other

medical issues. Unfortunately for them, this is
not a new behavior they need to adopt. They
have been dealing with these concerns for
years. The rest of us will be inconvenienced
at times, but we'll learn to live with it.
I admit, I probably overreacted for
Sunday, April 24th. Fourteen people with
COVID at one time just kind of overwhelmed
me. I think as long as we continue to be
careful here, worship will continue with a few
precautions (windows open, fan on, some
safe spaces for others). We can continue to
share in fellowship time, singing, and slowly
adding the pieces to worship that we've been
skipping. Some of our liturgy won't be added
until we get a Music Director in place.
Life has been full of changes since the
beginning of 2020, with COVID being so
unpredictable. But, like the changing of the
weather and seasons around us, we'll adjust.
We'll get the right jacket on most of the time to
be appropriate to the temperature outside.
We'll get the right level of caution towards any
virus that might be floating around. I have
continually said that we need to be careful, not
fearful. Some of our sisters and brothers do
that every day! The rest of us will be adjusting
too.
Remember, no matter what goes on
around us in the world, Jesus goes with us.
Whether it be a virus or a conflict on the other
side of the world, we are affected and will
adjust. We'll continue to take care of those in
need, friends and neighbors near and far. We
can do so because of all that God has done
and continues to promise to us through Jesus!
Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen Indeed!
Alleluia!
~Pastor Dan
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A Sense of
Where We Are
The end of the first quarter is always a
good time to take a moment to stop and take
the church’s “financial pulse.” I’m glad that
there is good news to share with you! As of
the end of March, giving to the church is up
over $5,000 from the end of the first three
months last year. It is excellent that we have
been able to get off to such a positive start. At
the time of this writing, I do not have the
results of our Easter offerings, but trust that
they will keep us ahead of our giving from last
year. It’s always nice to be able to report that
we have gotten off to a good start!
But one thing I have learned from my
time as Stewardship Trustee at Our
Redeemer is that we can never be
complacent. We will face additional financial
challenges in the coming months. This year,
our finances will not have the benefit of the
summer camp, which in past years has paid
the church $5,000 for the weekday use of the
Fellowship Hall from the end of June through
the beginning of September. Inflation, which
we all know has increased dramatically this
year, affects the church as it does ourselves
individually. Additionally, Pastor Dan may be
taking a well-deserved sabbatical this fall,
which would entail some extra expenses that
we do not ordinarily encounter each year.
The net effect of all of this is that we
are currently managing to keep pace with the
financial needs of our church. However, we
cannot take this for granted. Let’s never forget
that continuing to meet the financial needs of
our church requires the ongoing faithful
stewardship of each and every member of our
congregation.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

May Christian Education
Opportunities
The daytime Bible Studies will be held
each Wednesday, as we continue to look at
Second Thessalonians. The Wednesday
evening Bible Studies on the Gospel of John
will pick up where we left off before Lent on
May 11th.
The evening Bible Study is
available on Zoom, which allows our local
members and people in several states to
attend. As someone who regularly attends
both of these classes, I can say that I have
always found them to be informative and
entertaining. If you haven’t given them a try,
I’d encourage you to do so! Pastor Dan also
continues conducting the classes for the
Confirmation students between services on
Sunday mornings.
Adult Christian Education Series
(ACES) will continue with our look at the Old
Testament. The classes will be held between
services on May 1st, 8th and 15th. On May 22nd,
there will be a special “early bird” ACES at 9
am due to the change in worship schedule
and Voters’ Meeting that day. Beginning May
29th, ACES will be held after the 10 am
service. Feel free to join us, all are invited!
Sunday School will have classes the
first three Sundays in May, with May 15th
marking the end of their school year. The
lessons scheduled for these weeks are:
• Stories of Jesus and the children
(Luke 18:15-17)
• Jesus healing the man lowered through a
roof (Luke 5:17-26)
• The Widow’s Offering (Mark 12:41-44)
Educational opportunities abound at Our
Redeemer for people of all ages! We
encourage you to join us!
Fred Hutchison
Acting Education Trustee
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Social Ministry Opportunities

Sharing the Good News

CROP Walk: This year’s walk will happen on
May 1st, before many of you will receive this
newsletter. If you receive the emailed version
and would still like to make an online donation
or join the team, please click HERE.
We recently
found out that Mike
Mehigan and Ron
Pucci have been
se l e c ted a s t h e
recipients of the 2022
Sister Rachel Award,
which recognizes a volunteer or group of
volunteers who has had a significant impact
on the CROP Walk, and who exemplifies the
spirit, dedication and philosophy of
volunteerism as witnessed by Sister Rachel
Ricciardelli. Congratulations Mike & Ron!!
Their acceptance speech was filmed at Our
Redeemer and will be part of the opening
ceremony for the CROP Walk.

In various scriptures, we hear about
“being separated from God” as a result of sin.
This statement might be a wake-up call to
examine our lives or a call to do more for
God’s people.
Recently, my computer was not
allowing Pages, a word processing program,
to open. Every communication, written or
received in Pages, was unavailable to me.
Was separated from me. After having my
computer cleaned and restarted, I can now
open pages and my past documents. In this
process, I lost emails, certain very recent
documents etc. They are lost forever. Luckily
for us, God is never lost forever. We have only
to ask God for forgiveness. We have only to
restart those actions of which we know God
approves.
Some of those “God approved actions”
include sharing the Good News of His love.
Have the courage of the disciples, sent out
into the world by Jesus, to speak with others
about our loving God. In a world so filled with
hopelessness and fear, a quiet word about
God’s love and the hope we have from
hearing it and knowing it, might be helpful to
others.

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen: Our next
serving date will be June 3rd. We could use a
few hands to help out. If you are available,
the sign-up sheet will be posted in the
Fellowship Hall. Feel free to call BA, Warren,
Ron or myself if you have questions or are
interested in learning more about this
wonderful ministry we've been doing for over
50 years (or very close to it!)
Bethesda House: We continue to deliver
sandwich supplies on a monthly basis and we
often hear how appreciated we are.
CFOO: April Showers Bring May Flowers!
Our 6th Annual Plant Sale is in full swing! We'll
notify everyone when we have a delivery date
and when plants can be picked up. Thank you
all for ordering for this wonderful cause.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Worship & Music
Committee Update
Spring has sprung - or is at least trying
to spring - and our Altar will be wearing its
Easter white for the entire month while we
celebrate the 50 days of Easter. And….
(drumroll, please) keep your calendars open
for Pentecost Sunday on June 5th when the
liturgical arts committee "paints" the church
red to commemorate the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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Don’t forget,
Pentecost is...

The Music Director Search Committee
continues in its task of finding a new music
director. We have reached out to local music
schools and teachers and continue to
advertise the position in several local (and
national) publications. Sometimes word of
mouth is an effective way of sharing
information, so I invite any of you who have
musical friends to spread the word that we are
looking for an organist and choir director.
We will begin our summer schedule this
year on May 22nd with a single service at 10
am followed by a Voters’ Meeting. Outdoor
summer services will be back starting on June
5th. Wishing you all a blessed Easter season!
Gail Beatty
Worship & Music Trustee
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Women of the ELCA
WELCA will contine to collect the
following items for Personal Care Kits for
Lutheran World Relief:
• dark colored bath towel;
20" X 40" - 52" X 27"
• bath sized (2-4 oz each) bar soap;
still wrapped
• sturdy comb (not fully fine toothed) &
• metal nail clippers
We are also looking to see if a Thrivent
member will donate a grant to cover buying
some items in bulk. Cash donations are also
welcome. Please contact Linda DeBraccio
with any questions.
WELCA will meet
Tuesday, May 3rd at 6:30 pm to discuss
"Daughters of God/Sisters in Christ". All
women are welcome and refreshments will be
served.
Your Sisters in Christ,
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey

Men’s Group
The next Men's Group meeting will be
on May 12th hosted by Chuck Cox. The study
will be:
Investing Yourself
Romans 12:1-8
(Using Your Gifts)
All men 18 and older are welcome to
join us. Contact me if you would like more
information.

Chuck Cox

Christmas Jars
I recently saw a bill
board that said "Hope
is Contagious".
It most certainly is! Just think about
how much hope we have brought to all those
who we have gifted a Christmas Jar to and
how they may have been able to share the
hope they were given with someone else.
We all know that we feel good when we do a
random act of kindness or share a small gift
with someone. Not only have we made a
difference in the recipient's life but we are
showing God's love. Keep that feeling going
all year long. Keep those Christmas Jars
growing!
Cindy Holman
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Birthdays

5/04
5/04
5/08
5/08
5/10
5/15
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/28
5/29

Susan Duchnycz
Terri Phillips
Matthew Cristiano
Janice Seefeld
Dave Hahn
Darlene Robinson
Kim Meyer
Cindy Jennings
Betsy Meyer
Gregg DeBraccio
Audrey Chouffi
Thomas Stecher
Karen Smith

We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent
Choice totaling $159.00!
We would like to thank:
Cindy Holman
Pastor Dan May
Ron & Shari Pucci
Thad Raushi
Janice Walz
for directing their Choice
Dollars to our church.

Thank You

We received words of thanks
from:
Scotia-Glenville Food
Pantry for our January and
February contributions in the
amount of $108.16 as well as
the very generous food
donations in the month of
March.
Bethesda House for a
contribution in the amount of
$100.00 through our
Budgeted Benevolence
program.

Thank you all for the great
birthday surprises, presents
and all. Thanks to the
Fellowship Committee for
what they did, and Melissa
for working the technology to
my disadvantage! I truly
appreciate all you have done
for this "big one!"

Day of Service Opportunity!!
Wednesday, May 18th
The United Way of the
Greater Capital Region will
host the largest day of service
in the Capital Region.
Individuals, groups, and
teams, from all over will come
together in service for local
community-based
organizations across a range
of counties, participating in
much needed projects.
Check out the website listed
on the flyer or click HERE for
more information. If you are
interested in joining one of
the existing projects or
planning one of our own,
please contact Pastor Dan
ASAP!!

~Pastor Dan

Pastoral Acts
Mary Mehigan was
laid to rest at
Memory Gardens Cemetery
March 30, 2022.
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May at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
May 3 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
May 5 Outreach Committee Meeting 7 pm
May 10 Finance Committee Meeting 7 pm
May 12 Fellowship Committee Meeting 6 pm
May 17 Council Meeting 7 pm
May 19 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
May 21 100th Anniversary Committee Meeting 1 pm
May 22 Voters’ Meeting 11 am
May 27 Messenger’s Voice Mailing 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
May 1 Celebration Sunday ~ May Birthdays!!
Deadlines
May 5 Council Meeting Reports
May 22 May Messenger Voice Articles
Reminders
May 30 Memorial Day ~ Offices Closed

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
May 12 Men’s Group Meeting
Host: Chuck Cox
May 25 Scotia Memorial Day Parade

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
May 11th, May 18th & May 25th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
May 11th, May 18th & May 25th
ACES ~ Sundays; Between Services
May 1st, May 8th & May 15th
May 22nd ~ 9 am
May 29th ~ Following 10 am service

Strawberry Fest
Save the date!!! Our Strawberry Festival will be held on Saturday, June 4th which
coincides with the Village Wide Garage Sale.
Watch for sign-up sheets to be posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
There will be plenty to opportunities for everyone to help make this year’s Strawberry
Festival fantastic! Volunteers will be needed on Friday, June 3rd with berry & biscuit
preparations. On Saturday, we will need volunteers for set-up, serving our delicious
desserts, staffing the snack bar and then clean-up at the end of the festival. We will start
the morning at 9 am with muffins and coffee and then move into serving strawberry
desserts and hot dogs at 11 am. I hear that the chocolate covered strawberries may be
making a return this year!
If you are interested in a spot on our lawn for your own mini lawn sale or know
someone who might want to be a vendor, please contact Melissa.
Cindy Holman
Strawberry Fest Coordinator

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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