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WooHoo! My last Messenger’s Voice article - at least for
a while! First, I want to say thanks to everyone who helped me
over the past four years especially Melissa! I also want to say
thank you to the Council members I served with both for the
patience with me and for putting up with me when I tried cutting
you off because I thought you had already made your point
(sometimes a few times!) We are very fortunate to have so
many dedicated people willing to spend their time and talent to
make sure that everything is done that needs to be done, that
there's goodies at meetings (and plenty of other times), that our
congregation and the greater community are being cared for,
that the altar is taken care of, and so much more.
I am very happy that Pastor Dan will have some time for
some much deserved rest and renewal. I look forward to see
what he discovers during his sabbatical and hope that through
it and Pastor the Holy Spirit bring a spirit of renewal to Our
Redeemer.
I am also looking forward to working with our new
Creating Change group. Our immediate focus will be looking at
ways we can address the problem of racism in our community.
It may never go away but we can and must move to make a
difference if we truly believe that we are all God's children and
are ALL MADE IN HIS IMAGE!
Cindy Zielaskowski
Council President
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Congratulations Graduates!!
Izabella Riegel, daughter of Bryan and Jaime Riegel, will graduate from ScotiaGlenville High School in June. She applied Early Decision and was accepted with
a Presidential scholarship to High Point University in High Point, NC where she
will study Interior Design with a minor in Business Entrepreneurship.
Kristen Rossler graduated with an Associate of Arts in Humanities and Social
Sciences Degree from SUNY Schenectady County Community College. She plans
to attend SUNY Empire State in the fall to pursue a combined Bachelors/Master's
Degree in Historical Studies. She will continue to work at SUNY Schenectady for the
office of Career Services.

Kyle Jerreld graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Biomedical Engineering from Rochester Institute of Technology. He has accepted
a position as a Laboratory Technician at the Center for Muscular Skeletal
Research at the University of Rochester. Kyle is studying to take the MCAT exam
to fulfill his goal of attending medical school.
Reminder!!
Straw berry Festival ~ Saturday, June 4 th
Volunteers are needed both Friday and Saturday.
Please see the sign-up sheets posted
in the Fellow ship Hall.

The Messenger's Voice
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(except for combined June/July &
December/January editions)
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A Message from the Pastor
We don't often see Jesus get kind of
ornery. He gets annoyed at his detractors and
critics at times, but usually responds by trying
to get them to see what he is doing and
teaching. Grouchy Jesus wouldn't be a
portrait many would hang in their homes or
sanctuaries.
I've been grouchy lately. I've had a lot
on my plate, some pretty stressful personal
and professional stuff, and then I got COVID.
Now I feel better but still get tired easily. I
have found my patience is pretty thin. That
has surprised me. And it has surprised a few
people around me.
I do my best to be the type of Pastor I
think I should be:
kind, engaging,
encouraging, open-minded. I am just as
human as everyone else though, so I have
those grouchy times, those no patience left
moments. I can't blame it all on COVID, as
some of you would point out my earlier
dabbles in crankiness. I don't share these
things as excuses either. I'm trying to own it
so I can better control it.
We all have habits or mannerisms we
have tried to change. Sometimes just noticing
it allows us to stop. Sometimes it takes work.
Sometimes we have to ask others to point out
when we do these things (nicely hopefully) so
that we can become more aware of those
habits. Habits are hard to break.
These past two and a half years have
been good at changing habits for us. Many
things we used to do, even often, we hardly do
at all anymore. Things we seldom did or
worried about are now front and center in our
lives. I've watched people who didn't seem to
worry much about this virus become very
worried as of late. Others have thrown caution
in the wind. Worship attendance dropped,
going out to eat became take-out, movie night
went from theaters into living rooms. Some
former practices have slowly come back, but
not all, and not to the point they were before.

We've developed some good habits people are washing their hands more often!
We check in on others around us, especially
if we know they are sick. Our compassion has
caused us to stretch a bit, donating more food
or personal items for those in need.
Where is this taking us? What changes
will we see long term in the world because of
this? I don't know. I do believe our idea of
regular worship attendees will drop from
weekly to once or twice a month. I think our
ministries will take on slightly different forms.
We all need more help with the work around
the church, as people don't respond to bulletin
or newsletter pleas very well. Those who
responded at our Voters' Meeting on May 22nd
were the exceptions to the norm, for whom I
am grateful!
So, what habits have changed for you?
Are you, like me, more grouchy than usual?
Where are you with your worship
participation? Where is Jesus in your life of
faith? What's your comfort level with COVID,
the flu, crowds in general? Habits can
become very fluid in the face of a crisis, and
changes of habits can throw off many other
things.
As we move into this summer, with
nicer weather and more family activities,
hopefully we'll be able to join in more
gatherings that we've been missing. Think
about your habits, about what is most
important to you. As you start adding to your
daily or monthly routine, add the good, change
the not helpful, and grow into the person God
has created you to be. I'm hoping mine will be
a little less grouchy…

~Pastor Dan
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What’s New in
Christian Education?
It seems hard to believe, but we are
already going into our summer schedule.
This, of course, means one service on
Sunday. It also means the end of our Sunday
School year. We thank Sharon Mehigan, Ruth
Stecher and Doris Hering for the excellent
work they did throughout the year with the
Sunday School children. Although I was too
young to appreciate at the time, I look back on
my days in Sunday School as a very valuable
experience. We should be extremely grateful
to our own Sunday School teachers for giving
the children at Our Redeemer this same
learning opportunity.
Even though our Sunday School year
has come to an end, there are still educational
opportunities at the church throughout the
summer. Specifically, the Bible Study on
Second Thessalonians will continue to meet at
11:30 am on Wednesdays, just before our
Communion Service. I’ve always found these
classes to be entertaining and informative,
and I’d recommend them to everyone. The
Wednesday Evening Bible Study on the
Gospel of John will continue through the
summer as well. This Bible Study is available
via Zoom, and is attended by people in several
states. It is highly appreciated by those who
attend, so please feel free to join us.
Our Adult Christian Education Series
(ACES) will also continue this summer, and be
held after the Sunday service. We are
working our way through the Book of Genesis,
which is truly an amazing book of the Bible.
All are welcome, and I sincerely hope that you
are able to attend.
I wish everyone in the congregation a
happy and safe summer. I hope it’s a summer
we all grow in our faith and understanding.
Fred Hutchison
Education Trustee
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Summertime
Stewardship

Summertime stewardship? I realize
that for many of us those words don’t go
together very well. In fact, we might think that
they are even an oxymoron, like “jumbo
shrimp” or “meat-loving vegetarian.” After all,
summers are far too short here in the
northeast, and there is so much to do:
vacations, family get-togethers, picnics, hiking,
swimming and outdoor activities of every type
and description. So much to do and so little
time to do it in! Who has time to think of
stewardship?
However, the financial needs of our
church do not take a break for the summer.
They are with us 12 months a year. As of the
end of April, which includes Easter offerings,
we were still ahead of last year’s giving. While
this is good news, we shouldn’t think we can
simply take it easy for the summer. As
mentioned last month, we will not receive the
income from the summer camp which used
our Fellowship Hall the last few years.
Additionally, Pastor Dan will be taking a
well-deserved sabbatical this fall, which will
necessitate a number of out-of-the-ordinary
expenses.
The bottom line on all of this is that we
don’t have the luxury of forgetting about our
financial obligations until September. We
need to keep faithful in our summer giving to
make sure we will not have a deep financial
hole to dig out of this fall. Nevertheless, I
want to be optimistic about our present
situation. During the lengthy time in which I’ve
been Stewardship Trustee at Our Redeemer,
there have been numerous financial
challenges that the congregation has
successfully met. I trust that this will be yet
another one, IF there is the faithful support of
the entire congregation.
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I’d like to extend my best wishes for a
happy, healthy and relaxing summer to
everyone. Let’s always remember though that
there’s no vacation from our lives of good
stewardship.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Outreach Committee Update
As I am writing this, I am listening to
"We are not one. We are not 100. We are
millions. Count us all." A new chant from the
Poor People's Campaign working with the
Labor Religion Coalition. This group is going
to Washington D.C. in June to "speak to
power" about the level of poverty in the US.
This is their continuing work: to bring down the
level of poverty in this rich land of America.
The same could or should be said about
God's people. That we are working together
to help those in poverty. To that end, we
collect personal items and canned food for
SiCM. We walk together at CROP Walks and
hold festivals to collect money to buy needed
food for food pantries and regional food
banks.
One reason I began to support the Poor
People's Campaign was, that as a rich
country, we should not have as many poor
people in our country as we do. Housing,
health care, and low wage jobs are some key
issues that keep people in poverty. As God's
people, we can enlarge our definition of
Outreach to include interacting with our
communities and working at the roots of some
inequalities because "We are not one. We
are not 100. We are millions. Count us all.”
Imagine what positive things could
result. Think of the times that Jesus spoke and
acted against the "status quo" of his time.
Remember Jesus healing the sick on the
Sabbath and Jesus' comments about eating
food which was once thought to be profane or
ungodly. As we reach out to people, God's
people, we can share with them God's love by
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sharing in their concerns. If you want
additional information, you can go to the Poor
People's Campaign website. With those
thoughts in mind, your Church Council
decided to begin a new group of people
interested in researching and participating in
ways to create change. If you want more
information in this nascent group, please
contact Cindy Zielaskowski, Pastor Dan or
myself.
What is a summer without picnics! We
at Our Redeemer are planning one for July
17th . It is for us to gather and share a meal
together. We'll celebrate the Turquoise Table.
We'll invite the community, friends of Our
Redeemer, and anyone else we can think of!
All the details aren't together yet…but will be
soon. Watch the bulletin for the information
you need to make that a great day for us!
Janice Walz
Outreach Trustee

Property Committee Update
Our new carillon has been selected and
ordered. This electronic version replaces our
broken carillon and includes many more
features and hymns. We will reuse our
existing amplifier and speakers. Many thanks
to Mike Mehigan for researching the vendors.
A few minor changes were required for
our heating system to pass the fire
department inspection. These have been
completed and we are awaiting a re-inspection
in June.
We are exploring the tasks necessary
to upgrade our Fellowship Hall bathrooms.
John Torelli has completed drawings for the
bathroom renovations, but we need to
understand several hidden issues. Some of
our pipes are embedded in the cement walls,
or buried in the cement floor. We'll move
forward in a prudent manner. Thanks to
Chuck Cox and John for this work.
A survey of our property lines has been
completed so we can move forward with
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repairing or replacing a retaining wall and
fence that runs behind our church building and
our neighbor's lot.
We have hired a contractor to pressure
wash our building and steeple. The Property
Committee has managed this task in recent
years, but we lack the ability to reach above
the first story.
Gardening
Concerns
Several of our members - Cindy
Schulte, Chuck and Gladys Cox and friends
have kept our grounds beautiful. Now our
gardeners here are in desperate need of your
help. Due to health concerns, the number of
gardeners has dwindled and those remaining
have health issues as well. Plus, none of us
are getting any younger!! There are some
things that need to be done around church
that do not require any gardening expertise.
We are planning several work days and signup sheets to avoid hiring professional property
maintenance or run the risk of watching our
church grounds decay.
A list of our one time tasks:
• Bench to be set out perhaps outside the
east windows of the Fellowship Hall
• Hoses and reels need to be set out
• Tree by back gate needs to be trimmed
• Mulch needs to be purchased & put down
• Annual flowers need to be planted
• Hostas are in desperate need of being dug
up, split, and put back in. Excess can be
sold at Strawberry Fest to benefit CFOO.
• Burning bushes on west side need to be
trimmed or removed. They probably already
affect the foundation of the church. Need
to replace with a sun loving shrub.
• Yews need to be trimmed
• Back alley needs to be weeded, thistles
removed, and trees trimmed as necessary.
• Plant ground cover along east wooden wall
• Trim euonymous growing in the back alley
• Trim back the dusty miller
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We also have a list of bigger projects that
require helping hands:
• Cross in circle garden needs to be restained
• Playground fence needs to be repaired &/or
replaced
• Lighted sign needs to be taken apart,
cleaned, and put back together.
• To be done in the Fall - North side of
Fellowship Hall has drainage problem.
Plants there need to dug up, placed in pots
so that issue can be addressed, then put
back.
The following jobs need to be done
throughout the growing season:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pull weeds
Edge the sidewalks every other week
Pull grass out of circle garden
Trim the yews
Remove thistles, weeds from back alley
Remove spent flowers (deadheading)
Water the grass and flowers when
necessary

Training and materials are available for
all these jobs! Speak to Cindy Schulte, Chuck
or Gladys Cox for assistance.
Al Zielaskowski
Property Trustee

Upcoming
Worship
Opportunities

As you know, the first Sunday of each
month at Our Redeemer is "Celebration
Sunday" when we recognize the birthdays of

7 The Messenger’s Voice

June/July 2022

our members and celebrate those birthdays
with cupcakes and birthday wishes. This
month, Celebration Sunday will be extra
special because we will also be celebrating
the birthday of the Church. We usually
celebrate that birthday not with cupcakes, but
with the color red - everywhere!
Red
paraments on the Altar remind us of the
tongues of flame over the Apostles’ heads
when they received the Holy Spirit. Warren
and Betty Ann Sheldon-Hughes, our Liturgical
Arts Committee, also go all out, draping the
entire sanctuary with red tulle symbolizing the
power and passion of the Holy Spirit. The rest
of us share in the celebration by wearing red!
The following Sunday, June 12th, is
Trinity Sunday when we consider the mystery
of the Trinity. The altar colors are green
signifying our growth in faith and it's
appropriate, I think, that on the first "green"
Sunday of the season we begin outdoor
services again at 7 pm.
Gail Beatty
Worship & Music Trustee

cupcakes in June and July. The schedule for
providing cupcakes is open the rest of the
year. Please see me or Melissa if you would
like to take a month.
Ginny Weston will lead us in Craft
Fellowship on June 10th and July 17th
following our 10 am service.
We will be co-hosting a Congregational
Picnic with the Outreach Committee on July
17th at noon. Sign-up sheets for attendance
and food items will be posted on the bulletin
board.

Take Me Out to the Ball Game!! On
Sunday, August 14th we will be going to the
Valley Cats game. Fireworks will be held
following the game. Watch for the sign-up
sheet and further details on the bulletin board.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

Synod Contingency Reserve

From the Fellowship Committee
Thank you to
everyone who
made our
Charcuterie Table
Fellowship a huge
success!
It was great to try some different snacks
and have fellowship time with everyone before
the Voters’ Meeting. If you have an idea for a
future fellowship theme please let me know.
(I hear Pastor Dan saying "CHEESECAKE!")
Celebration Sundays will be celebrated
June 5th and July 3rd. Thank you to Ginny
Weston and Melissa Jerreld for the providing

One of the most important
responsibilities of adulthood, and one on
which many of us procrastinate, is planning for
the end of our life. There are so many tasks preparing a will, doing funeral pre-planning,
and many others. It's not fun, but it is good
stewardship.
Part of good stewardship on a
congregation's part is planning for the end of
its mission. It's not something we like to dwell
on - I think we all intend for Our Redeemer to
be around, worshiping God and feeding the
hungry, for many years. But I'm guessing that
most of the 100 ELCA congregations closing
each year couldn't have prophesied the ends
of their missions even 10 years before their
closings.
Dissolving a congregation is a costly
process. Many churches have waited till their
funds were entirely exhausted before making
the difficult decision to close. When this
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happens, the costs are borne by the synod.
When this occurs, the synod has fewer
resources to assist congregations which are
still viable.
Your Church Council has voted to set
aside $30,000 to fund any costs associated
with our church's dissolution. This does not
mean that our closing is imminent or even
inevitable. This doesn't mean that the money
has been spent. It does mean that we are
being good stewards of our funds, so that the
synod (and, effectively, other ELCA churches)
doesn't bear the brunt of our decision. If you
have questions about this, please contact me.
Ken Larsen
Treasurer

Social Ministry Opportunities
Beginning June 24th, our Friday Family
Lunch Program will start serving lunches to
our community. We serve a full lunch from
11:30-12:30. The lunch is open to all,
including members of Our Redeemer. If you
know someone who could use a little social
time and a good lunch, please invite them.
We use a few volunteers each week for
making sandwiches, clearing the tables,
serving the drinks and desserts, but some of
these jobs are already spoken for. We could
use baked goods if anyone wants to make
cookies or a cake. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Janice Walz. And a
big THANK YOU to those who do and have
done this wonderful social ministry.
We are going into summer, so it is an
odd time to mention fleece blankets, but we
have plenty of fleece which could be made
into blankets for veterans, homeless women
and children, or other needy people. Check in
with Janice Walz to make arrangements for
the fleece.
Our Redeemer will be serving lunches
at Collins Park the week of July 18-22. We
need to provide 2-3 volunteers each day.
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Please watch for more details and a sign-up
sheet as the week approaches.
Karen Smith
Social Ministry Trustee

Men’s Group
Our meeting in May was nice. We met
outside and had six men in attendance. Our
next meeting will be June 9th at 6 pm hosted
by John Torelli. It is a BBQ only, no Bible
Study. It will be held outside. There will be no
meeting in July. The Men’s Group Retreat is
Friday, August 5th and Saturday, August 6th at
Pete and Linda's camp. The next meeting
after that will be September 8th. I will get more
info to you at a later date.
All men 18 and older are welcome to
join us. Contact me if you would like more
information.

Chuck Cox

Women of the ELCA
Thank you for all the physical donations
for the personal care kits to send to Lutheran
World Relief. We will still be collecting
monetary donations (or a Thrivent grant) to
collect the last supplies and cover shipping
costs.
The Women of the ELCA will be
meeting at Jumpin' Jacks at 6:30 pm, Tuesday
June 14th. Ice cream will be provided for all
attendees, so if you have never attended a
WELCA group, haven't been in a while or
always come - please join us for some fresh
air, beautiful scenery and a sweet treat!
Your Sisters in Christ,
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey
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Birthdays

6/01
6/05
6/07
6/08
6/10
6/11
6/12
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/18
6/18
6/20
6/25
6/26
6/28
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30

Thomas Nelson
Melanie Hooker
Joanne Reynolds
David Walz
Brady Weatherwax
Victoria Costello
Gretchen Gustman
Krista Gogis
Fred Hutchison
Bruce Hering
George Weires
Lynn Sullivan
Dan Weatherwax
Melissa Jerreld
Tom Schulte
Grace Pachucki
Bailey McKenna
Evelyn Brockett
Warren Sheldon-Hughes

John Smith
Mialisa Herron
Dale Micalizzi
Tracie Dunn
Melinda Stecher
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7/17
7/19
7/20
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/28
7/30
7/31
7/31

Cathleen Leininger
Connor Chapman
Linda Phillips
Aimee Pachucki
Becca Countermine
Kathy Meyer
Shari Pucci
Claude Phillips
Sylvia Raushi
Bertha Alden
Dennis Meyer
Edith Mohlenhoff

Michael Mehigan
Lizzie Tallman
Pamela Hoh
Sharon Mehigan
Gary Micalizzi
Thad Raushi
Michael Cristiano
Charles Cox
Al Zielaskowski
Renate Dowgos

Virginia Kaufmann
was laid to rest at
Saratoga National Cemetery
May 5, 2022.

Christmas Jars
Thank You

We received words of thanks
from:
SiCM Food Pantry for our
February contributions in the
amount of $350.83 as well as
our “Soup”er Bowl offerings
totaling $1,161.00.
Bethesda House for our
donation of sandwich fixings
in the months of April & May.
S-G Food Pantry for our
March contributions in the
amount of $483.83.

7/06
7/07
7/09
7/10
7/10
7/10
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/17

Pastoral Acts

Wouldn't we have all liked it
just a little bit cooler when we
had those 90 degree days in
May? I know I kind of wished
I was in Colorado when they
had snow and we were here
sweating. Snow makes me
think about White Christmas
- which leads to me thinking
about our Christmas Jar. The
Christmas Jar at the Holman
House hasn't gotten much
action recently. I have got to
figure out another way to get
those extra coins in to the jar.
Maybe when I'm buying a
Christmas gift in July (Yes, I
do that and have bought a
few things already) I will add
some extra change or paper
bills to the jar. What little
tricks work for you? Please
share your ideas so we all
can continue to share the
very important Message of
Hope.
Cindy Holman
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June/July at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
June 2 Worship & Music Committee Meeting
June 9 Fellowship Committee Meeting 6 pm
June 14 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
June 16 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
June 21 Council Meeting 7 pm
July 5 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
July 7 Outreach Committee Meeting 7 pm
July 19 Council Planning Meeting (Part 1) 7 pm
July 21 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
July 26 Council Planning Meeting (Part 2) 7 pm
July 29 Messenger’s Voice Mailing 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
June 4 Strawberry Festival
June 5 Pentecost Sunday ~ Wear RED!
Installation of Council Members
Celebration Sunday ~ June Birthdays!!
June 7 Village Referendum Vote (F Hall; 12 - 9 pm)
June 12 Craft fellowship 11 am
June 24 Friday Family Lunch Program 11:30 am
(Weekly on Fridays through September 2nd)
June 28 Primary Election (Fellowship Hall)
July 3 Celebration Sunday ~ July Birthdays
July 17 Family Fun & Fellowship Picnic 12 pm
Deadlines
June 5 Council Meeting Reports
July 5 Council Meeting Reports
July 24 August Messenger Voice Articles

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
June 3

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

June 5 & 6 Synod Assembly
June 9

Men’s Group BBQ 6 pm
Host: John Torelli

July 18-22 Serving Lunches @ Collins Park

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
June 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
July 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
June 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
July 13th, 20th & 27th
ACES ~ Sundays; Following 10 am Service
June 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
July 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st
Evening Worship Service ~ Sundays; 7pm
Weekly Beginning June 12th

Reminders
July 4 4th of July ~ Offices Closed

Music Director STILL needed
We are still looking for a Music Director. We are advertising in all the expected places yet
haven't generated many candidates. So we ask for your help! Please share our need for a
director in places you go! On your Facebook page, at your book club, senior center, or
where-ever you gather with your talented friends! Thanks for your help!

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

A LARGE PRINT EDITION OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Current Resident Or
DATED MATERIAL - DO NOT DELAY

103 S. Reynolds Street,
Scotia, NY 12302-1723
E-Mail- ORLC@nycap.rr.com
http://www.ourredeemer.cc
(518) 393-5031 Fax (518) 393-2527
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