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Hello Church! This is my first Messenger's Voice article in
my new role as your Council President. I pondered what to write
about, but soon I had a moment where I paid attention.
Change. This word kept reappearing to me over the past
several months. Pastor Dan has talked about change more than
once in some of our meetings here at Our Redeemer, and during
his sermons. I also heard about change at the annual Synod
Assembly in June, more specifically changes in the way we think
about those who seem so different from us, those we can't or
don't want to relate to. Those who we think of as "others".
Change in thoughts, habits, long held ways of doing
things. Many times, making a change is in reaction to something
shifting or occurring, things we feel we are not ready for or that
we think are against our best interest. Many times, we feel
change is out of our control or forced upon us. Identifying and
getting to the root of long-established ways of being that seem
justifiable at first, but that truly work against and exclude those
we may think of as others can be difficult and uncomfortable. It's
a big topic, in many cases a polarizing topic. Big and small
changes do come. Some seem insurmountable and others are
just inconvenient at best. Should we turn and hide our faces
from change? Maybe if we don't acknowledge it change will
pass, leaving us alone and untouched. Experience teaches us
that this is seldom the way to deal with change.
I tend to believe that as followers of Jesus we are called
to meet change head on, to listen to and hear those we perceive
as "others". We all know the Bible verse from Luke 6:31 - Do to
others as you would have them do to you. This passage doesn't
say to do unto others that are like you as you would have them
do to you, just do unto others. We can reasonably assume this
means everyone, including those we don't understand, relate to,
or agree with.
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So, I leave you with this thought: give the idea of
change your prayerful and thoughtful consideration, big and
small change. We can change for the better, to do better, if
we keep Jesus at the root of our change.
Changes will come and I look forward to facing any
potential changes with you, while retaining things that benefit
all of God's creation, with Jesus leading the way. Thanks be
to God.
Mike Mehigan
Council President

Congratulations Graduates!!
Marisa Martin, daughter of Sandye Friedman, graduated from Scotia-Glenville High
School in June. She will attend Paul Mitchell Beauty School in the fall pursuing a
career as a hair stylist while working at Sandye’s Café.

Emma Heron, daughter of Mialisa & Travis Heron, graduated from Scotia-Glenville
High School in June. She plans on attending Wagner College for Arts
Administration.
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A Message from the Pastor
It sure has been hot this summer!
Sweltering! Well, except for those times when
it hasn't been as hot. It has been comfortable,
almost cool some evenings.
And how about those gas prices!
Always going up! Well, except for the amount
that they have come down in the past few
weeks.
Look at our world, full of conflict, war,
greed, oppression! Racism, classism, injustice
abound. It seems that most people are out
only for themselves, and to heck with the rest
of you! Although there are a few good eggs
out there that work for the good of all.
All those things I just shared are true.
Both parts of each paragraph. You might
believe one or the other is more true, or that
some of those statements are blatantly false.
And for you, then, they are.
Henry Ford once said, "whether you
think you can, or think you can't, you are
right." I love that quote. What he says here is
we make our own reality, our own perspective,
our own world even. If we only think of the
really hot days of summer, then all of summer
was really hot. We might know somewhere in
our heads that isn't completely true, but it is
still the assumption that we go by. We tend to
pick our poison, our stance, our view of the
world. Sadly, many will fight to the death to
defend what they believe is real, despite all
conflicting views around them.
Living takes work. Understanding our
world takes effort.
Listening to others,
especially if they hold different views from us
is really hard. Jesus never said living would
be easy. He just promises to go with us. And
that can make all the difference.
When we look at the injustice in our
world, we can just throw up our hands and
give up, or we can trust Jesus is with us and
try to address it. Write to legislators. Support
groups that work for justice. Use your voice or
presence or gifts for those who need it.

Even in the relationships we have with
others we are tempted to only look at the
things that annoy or frustrate us. We humans
have a lot of aspects like that! There are also
gifts and quirks and blessings that are
wonderful to see in others. We are all both.
It's what you choose to focus on that makes a
difference in what you see in others and how
you feel about them.
When you look at the weather, see the
pleasant with the uncomfortable. Both exist,
so don't focus on just one part of it. When you
look at another human being, don't just see
them for the political party they endorse, or
what their clothes say about them, or their age
or race or any one thing. God has made us
complex and wonderful and often frustrating
as human beings. You cannot be summed up
by one aspect of who you are. It is unfair for
us to do that with others.
Jesus looked at a broken world, seeing
the corruption, the greed, the injustice,
poverty, and hardness of hearts. Jesus also
saw humanity as sheep without a good
shepherd, as chicks needing a mothering hen
to gather and shelter them. Jesus chooses to
walk with us each day, carrying us when
needed, forgiving us often, and giving us
strength and wisdom and compassion for
dealing with whatever comes our way.
Walk with Jesus. Live like Jesus.
Share Jesus in all you do.
~Pastor Dan
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Synod Assembly
Report
Sharon and I attended our first synod
assembly of the Upstate New York Synod
June 5-6, 2022 in Rochester. Unlike my
unsolicited comment during that morning's
worship service, Pastor's driving was not scary
at all. Either the prayers I called for worked or
my assumption of Dan's driving skills was
altogether unfair.
To kick-off the assembly, Bishop Lee
Miller II gave a sermon based on the Gospel
reading, John 4:19-26, the Samaritan woman
at the well. His message was about the
patriarchy, in Christ's time and now, that
sought to limit the message of liberating grace
and love of the divine, in this case due to
culture, but more importantly gender. His
message summed up with the line: "We are
neither the originators nor the controllers of
the church's mission." Christ, like us, was
captive to tradition and patriarchy. He also
shared that the extension of God's loving
grace finds a way regardless of the powers
that be. A strong message and a challenge for
all of us. The service included prayers for
many things, notably prayers for the families
of the shooting in Buffalo, with each victim
named in the prayers. It was a powerful and
meaningful service.
Plenary 1 included the introduction of
Synod staff and Synod Council, of which our
Pastor is a member. Appointments of
committees and nominations for committees
from the floor were moved and voted on.
Melissa Bedell, of the Upstate NY Hunger
Team periodically appeared to us dressed as
a cow. She provided us with some much
needed "punny" humor and encouraged us to
give to ELCA World Hunger. There were
presentations and speeches about the 2023
Mission Proposal, Global Ministries,
introductions of memorials and resolutions,
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recognition of anniversaries and recognition of
Synod Council/Conference Deans.
Day 2 began with a breakfast buffet at
the Hyatt and morning prayer. Sharon and I
sat with a very diverse group and had some
conversation about inclusiveness, particularly
among those of the LGBTQ community, within
the ELCA here in upstate NY. Plenary 2
highlights included presentations from the
Synod Vice President nominees, the WELCA
Report, ELCA Representative presentation,
Treasurer's report, 2023 Mission Proposal
vote, a presentation from the Racial Justice
Task Force and the Gender Task Force.
There were nominations and voting for several
seats of the Synod and for a position at the
United Lutheran Seminary. Bishop Miller
stated that he is close to visiting all of the
Upstate NY Synod congregations. A rather
touching moment came when two legacy
congregations were announced. One of those
congregations closing was Zion Lutheran in
Cobleskill, where Sharon and I were married
34 years ago. This was a little sad for us, but
Bishop Miller noted that not one of the Apostle
Paul's congregations are in existence today
and that it's ok to decide to close and use their
resources toward the legacy of the future
church. He also reported on several mission
starts and collaborations. Our former Pastor,
Pamela Hoh, was mentioned as she is
currently leading a mission development at
Hope Lutheran in Troy. Bishop Miller
encouraged us to support these new missions
through prayer and financial support. He
reiterated the theme of this year's assembly
which was "Generous Love: Cultivating A
G.R.A.C.E Mindset." G.R.A.C.E stands for
Generous Love
Restorative Justice
Adaptive Leadership
Collaboration
Experimentation
Bishop Miller concluded his report by
speaking to the assembly about the mass
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shooting at the Tops grocery store in Buffalo.
With sadness in his voice he said, "What will
your congregation do in the coming year to
eradicate racism in a white supremacy world
view?" "Where are you in this conversation?"
and "If your church has no plan yet, what will
it take?"
Plenary 3 began with the final World
Hunger report; over $31,000 was raised for
world hunger during the assembly. The results
of the Synod elections were announced. In
preparation of the final prayers, it was
announced that Debbie Hahn, mother of our
own Dave Hahn and wife of Pastor Dan Hahn
had passed. Reverend Imani Olear, ELCA
Director of Evangelical Mission and Assistant
to the Bishop led us in prayer, a Gospel
reading - Matthew 13, the parable of the sower
and the seed, and powerfully preached on our
response to God's sowing, noting that we are
not always the "good soil" where the seed
takes root and flourishes. She went on to
confront the listener with their (and her) own
"weeds" and tap roots that can take hold and
distract us from growing in God. These tap
roots can be our wants, our desire to be our
own boss, self-centeredness, and systemic
racism. Talking about only treating the
symptoms and not the root of the problem.
She concluded by saying leaders must
"get-up-in-there" and do the work. She
challenged the listeners to be better than the
"us versus them" thinking we many times go
to. She implored us to develop empathy for
those we don't identify with. She concluded
with saying, "how do we begin to cultivate the
ability to see the humanity in those we
vehemently disagree with." Deep roots we
have reinforced, "othering", this is not what we
are created to be. It was a strongly preached
and challenging message. A message of
dehumanizing those who we don't identify
with, even though we proclaim that God
created ALL people.
On the ride home I was still stirred by
the past two days events, I will admit more
stirred because of the preaching and
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presentations, and less due to the more
administrative functions. As your new Council
President, I began thinking how Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church could address
some of these more uncomfortable and
challenging issues within our own
congregation. I am motivated to working with
our membership and council on issues where
we can be less self-serving and more
G.R.A.C.E. filled. Thanks Be to God.
Mike Mehigan
Synod Assembly Voting Member

From the Fellowship Committee
Lots of food, fellowship and fun made
our Congregational Picnic a HUGE success!
Thank you to everyone who helped!
Celebration Sunday will
be held on Sunday,
August 7th.

If you would like to provide cupcakes as
a special celebration of someone's birthday for
one of the remaining Celebration Sundays
please let me know.
Saturday, August 20th
9 am - 3 pm
(Rain date: August 27 th)

Set up will begin at 8 am. A $10
donation towards are hunger ministries will get
you a spot and use of one of our church
tables. This is a carry in/carry out sale,
nothing can be left at the church following the
sale. See Melissa if you are interested in
reserving a spot.
We know everyone enjoys fellowship
time but we need some HELP! Please select
a Sunday that you would be able to help with
coffee making, providing snacks for fellowship
(it doesn't need to be anything fancy - simple
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works great too!), providing 48 cupcakes for
Celebration Sunday (this can be shared
among two people), or helping with cleanup of
fellowship time. If you have questions about
what exactly needs to be done please speak
to a member of the Fellowship Committee.

August 2022

weekend. There’s an outside chance that we
might make it to the Book of Exodus by Labor
Day, but Genesis is providing us with a wealth
of material to review. Everyone is welcome!
Fred Hutchison
Education Trustee

Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

What’s New in
Christian Education?
Summers always fly by too quickly in
upstate New York, so some thought has to be
given (already!) to what we will be doing this
fall. Sunday School is still in the midst of its
summer break, but classes will be starting up
once again after Labor Day. Please check
next month’s issue of the Messenger’s Voice,
as well as the informational email sent out
each Friday and upcoming Sunday bulletins,
for further details about this.

The daytime Bible study, held each
Wednesday at 11:30 am, is starting a review
of 1st Corinthians. The Bible studies on 1st and
2nd Thessalonians were highly informative
(and entertaining!), and I trust that the study of
1st Corinthians will be as well. We are also
finishing up our Wednesday evening Bible
study of the Gospel of John, via Zoom, which
has to be one of the most intriguing books of
the Bible. Plans for the next evening Bible
study are still uncertain as of this writing, so be
sure to check the Friday email and Sunday
bulletins for further information.
Lastly, our Adult Christian Educational
Series (ACES) will continue offering classes
on the Book of Genesis following our 10 am
service every Sunday for the rest of the
summer, through, and including, Labor Day

God Loves People
Who Love to Give

I’m now starting the fourteenth year of
my two-year term as your Stewardship
Trustee here at Our Redeemer. It occurred to
me that I actually started as your Stewardship
Trustee before I had gray hair - although I do
not want to suggest that there is any sort of
causal connection between the two! I always
try to think this time of year of a new
stewardship theme that we haven’t used
before. After fourteen years, it isn’t all that
easy to be original! However, one Biblical
phrase that kept recurring to me is God loves
a cheerful giver, from 2nd Corinthians 9:7. I’ve
tried to bring something new to this verse,
which I’m sure is familiar to all of you, so I
decided to research the various translations of
this verse. The translation that really caught
my attention was from the Contemporary
English Version (CEV):
Each of you must make up your own
mind about how much to give. But don’t feel
sorry that you must give and don’t feel you are
forced to give. God loves people who love to
give. God can bless you with everything you
need, and you will always have more than
enough to do all kinds of good things for
others.
God loves people who love to give.
That really says it all. God puts the impulse to
give in our hearts, and leaves it to us to act
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upon this impulse. But how many of us
actually do this? How many of us can truly
say that giving is something that they love to
do? How can we become more cheerful
givers? These are some of the questions we
will be looking at in our Stewardship
Campaign. And my hope, as it is each and
every year, is that our Stewardship Campaign
helps us all to become better stewards and
more generous givers of the gifts God has
given us.
Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

Upcoming Social Ministry &
Outreach Events
Save the Date!!

Sunday, September 18th
11:30-3:30
This year, Dave and I will not be here
for the festival. Ironically, we are going to be
in Germany on a trip postponed for two years
because of COVID. Our event has gone on
long enough that it usually runs smoothly. We
will be leaving on September 16th, only a few
days before German Fest. Much of the prep
work will be done. As you know, we "farm out"
the German potato salad to several people.
Dave and I will do the sauerkraut again this
year. Many people make or bring desserts.
The main part is cooking the wursts, which we
usually have a few cooks to do. In the
ensuing month, you can decide what part you
want to play in this fun and important event.
Sign-up sheets will be posted by the end of
August The money earned goes to the food
ministries which our wonderful church
supports.
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“God’s work.
Our hands.”
Day
For a while, we have been aware of a
weekly grassroots gathering of community at
Zion Lutheran Church in Schenectady known
as Street Soldiers. The purpose is to fulfill the
needs of people living in that area who lack
food, clothing, and other necessities of life.
Often, the people who benefit from this effort
are homeless or live in hotels. We have
chosen our "God's work. Our hands." event on
October 2nd to be service to this organization.
Watch for more details in September. Right
now, however, we can begin preparing to
support their needs by collecting the following
items:
• gently used or new flannel pants, thermal
shirts, sweatshirts, fleeces, fall jackets, and
vests in all sizes
• gently used blankets and comforters
• children's Halloween costumes that you no
longer use
In support of this effort, we will have
fleece tying days August 21st and September
25th. We will work together during coffee
fellowship to create blankets for this project.
If anyone is interested, we have fleece at the
church. You can get some to tie at home.
100th Anniversary Celebration
The committee has met several times
and we always welcome more members to
join us. We created a very tentative time line
for what looks to be a year long celebration.
Each month, we will highlight the forward
movement towards the creation of the ORLC
we know today. We will have anniversary
events focused around an important event in
our history that took place in that month. The
closing events might include a showing of a
church designed professional video and a
dinner at a special place. If you have any

8 The Messenger’s Voice

ideas for the 100th anniversary, please forward
them to Pastor Dan or a committee member.
Janice Walz
Outreach/Social Ministry Trustee

Summer Worship Opportunities
It's August. Just one month left to
enjoy summer! Don't forget that on Sunday
evenings at 7:00 we gather for an informal
outdoor worship service. It's a great way to
attend worship and still get to enjoy the last of
the summer weather. The 10 am Sunday
worship continues through Labor Day and we
will resume our regular two service schedule
on Sunday, September 11th.
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Garden Crew Update - Cindy Schulte,
Chuck and Gladys Cox and friends have kept
our grounds beautiful. Our gardeners are in
desperate need of your help. Due to health
concerns, the number of gardeners has
dwindled and those remaining also have
health issues. There are some things that
need to be done around church that do not
require any gardening expertise. We are
planning several work days and sign up
sheets to avoid hiring professional property
maintenance, or run the risk of watching our
property grounds decay.
Al Zielaskowski
Property Trustee

Men’s Group
Gail Beatty
Worship & Music Trustee

Property Committee Update
Our new carillon has been installed and
we once again have the ability to play chimes
and hymns.
The Fellowship Hall bathroom
renovation project has completed the design
and bid phases. We are in the process of
estimating costs for the worst case scenario.
The bathroom sewer line is buried in the
cement floor and dates to around 1959. It is
difficult to assess it's viability. We will need to
share the bathroom design with our members
and schedule a Special Voters’ Meeting for
approval. Thanks to John Torelli and Chuck
Cox for their time and effort.
We now have a survey of our property
lines. In the future, we will be able to repair or
replace a retaining wall and fence that runs
between our property and our neighbor's lot.
The church was professionally power
washed by a contractor, who was able to
clean the upper reaches of our building and
steeple. The Property Committee has handled
most of the building, but we lack the ability to
reach above the first story.

The Men’s Group Retreat is Friday,
August 5th and Saturday, August 6th at Pete
and Linda's camp. John Torelli and Warren
Sheldon-Hughes have taken on the task of
planning the retreat while Chuck recovers
from his heart attack. The Men’s Group
continues to pray for Chuck during this time.
John will host the next regular meeting
at his house on September 8th.
All men 18 and older are welcome to
join us. You can contact Chuck if you would
like more information.

Women of the ELCA
The Women of the ELCA group will
hold their regular monthly meeting at 6:30 pm
on Tuesday, August 2nd. Come hear about
Mary and Martha in a time of fellowship and
prayer. All women of the congregation are
welcome to join us. Invite a friend to share in
this gathering as well.
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey
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Upcoming Events
September 11th
We will return to two
services and take some
time to remember
the events of
September 11, 2001.

We will remember those lost and celebrate
those who responded so generously and
fearlessly. Sunday School also begins this
day.
October 2nd
Welcome Back
Sunday

We will "officially" welcome everyone back
from summer travels and camp stays. It will
also be “God's work. Our hands.” Day.

October 30th
Reformation Sunday

We will celebrate Luther's stand 505 years
ago, and confirm two of our young people.

Creating Change
"What is White Privilege? The reality
that a White person's whiteness has come and continues to come - with an array of
benefits and advantages not shared by many
people of color. It doesn't mean that I, as a
White person, don't work hard (I do) or that I
haven't suffered (well, I have known struggle),
but simply that I receive help, often
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unacknowledged assistance, because I am
White." (From John Greenberg in Yes!
magazine; July 24, 2017) If you’d like to read
the full article, click here.
In 1988, Peggy McIntosh, PhD, a
Wellesley scholar, first wrote about the good
"things" she had that she had done nothing to
earn. She gave 46 examples of "White
privilege". Individually, they may not seem like
much. As a package, it's a lot to deal with as
a person of color.
A Black friend (who happens to be a
parole officer) was driving home from work
when he was stopped by police without cause.
When he was asked to show his ID, he
opened his wallet where his badge was on
display. He states, "the disappointment was
on their faces."
I was meeting with a Black colleague
when a call from another office came in.
Thinking it would be a simple yes or no
question, I answered on speaker phone. The
person on the other line told me of a problem
"customer" and then proceeded to say, "Well
ya know he's Black." After telling her race had
nothing to do with it, I then apologized to my
colleague who brushed it off saying, "It's a
regular thing."
A few questions for you to ponder:
• If you were to move tomorrow, would you
need to be concerned about how others
feel about the color of your skin?
• Have you ever been somewhere where you
stood out? Perhaps you didn't wear what
was expected of you? How would you feel
if you were the only white person in the
room?
• Are you reasonably sure that you can
approach a stranger for help and not be
turned down because of the color of your
skin?

Cindy Zielaskowski
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Birthdays
We recently received a
deposit from Thrivent
Choice totaling $54.00!
8/01
8/02
8/03
8/05
8/07
8/07
8/08
8/10
8/11
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/31
8/31
8/31

Colleen Weires
Katie Armstrong
Linda Howarth
Elma Phillips
Vicki Gogis
Charles Meyer
James Guzewich
John Beatty
Leslie Thiele
Jennifer Larouco
Ron Pucci
Jimmy Tallman
Cindy Florio
Dorothy Carll
Nathan Armstrong
Mary Rainey
Teresa O’Connor
Gail Eldridge
Lewis Annis
Pat Ives
Ed Kaufmann
Kathy Baron
Frank Novak
James Dunbar
Russell Holman
Kate Latal

We received a note of
thanks from Bishop Lee
Miller II and the Upstate NY
Synod for cultivating a
G.R.A.C.E mindset by
practicing Generous Love!

Dan & Grace O’Connor

Members of Our Redeemer
gave $1,150 in support of
the ELCA Good Gifts
program last Christmas.

Ron & Shari Pucci

one cow + a share of a cow

We would like to thank:

Mary Emma Townsend
for directing their Choice
Dollars to our church.
Rooster
Safe Inc. Of Schenectady
for our donation of $150.00
through our 2022 Budgeted
Benevolences.
Ellis Hospital Chaplaincy
Program for our donation of
$75.00 through our 2022
Budgeted Benevolences.
Union College Campus
Protestant Ministry for our
donation of $150.00 through
our 2022 Budgeted
Benevolences.

Thank You
Pastoral Acts

Piglet

Stocked 20
backpacks
with food

School fees &
uniform for a
girl (5)
Feed 50
people at a
soup kitchen

We received words of thanks
from:
Bethesda House for our
donation of sandwich fixings
in the month of June.

3 sets of chicks

Margaret Stibinger was
laid to rest at
Summit Cemetery
June 1st.

Hygiene kit
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August at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Aug 2
WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
Aug 4
Worship & Music Committee Meeting 7 pm
~ TBD ~ Fellowship Committee Meeting 6 pm
Aug 16
Council Meeting 7 pm
Aug 20
100th Anniversary Committee Meeting 10:30
Aug 26
Messenger’s Voice Mailing 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Aug 7
Celebration Sunday ~ August Birthdays!!
Aug 20

Aug 23

Churchwide Garage Sale 9 am - 3 pm
(Rain date: Aug. 27th)
Primary Election (Fellowship Hall)

Deadlines
Aug 5
Council Meeting Reports
Aug 21
August Messenger Voice Articles

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Aug 5-6

Men’s Group Retreat
Nowak Camp on Sacandaga Lake

Aug 12

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Aug 14

Valley Cats Game
(Joe Bruno Stadium/HVCC Campus)

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
August 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st
Evening Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 7 pm
August 10th & 17th (24th & 31st TBD)
ACES ~ Sundays; Following 10 am Service
August 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
Evening Worship Service ~ Sundays; 7pm
Weekly through September 4th
Friday Family Lunch Program ~ Fridays, 11:30
Weekly through September 2nd

Christmas Jars
As I write this, we are in the middle of a heat wave! I am hoping for cooler weather, and
just thinking about the Christmas Jars makes me feel a little bit cooler. Beginning in October, we
will have a Christmas Jar in the narthex to add loose coins to for those of us who have not started
their own Christmas Jar. I'm always on the lookout for inspirational quotes. I didn't need to look
for this one - it was part of the readings on Trinity Sunday. "And hope does not disappoint us,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us." Romans 5:5.
So let's use God's love to continue
to share the message of HOPE.

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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