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We know that this dry, hot summer will be turning toward
fall. With this season of back-to-school, pumpkin spice, shorter
daylight, and crisper days comes many of our outreach and
community events that we plan for here at Our Redeemer. We
are back to two services on Sept. 11th; Sept. 18th is our annual
German Fest; Oct. 2nd is Welcome Back/God's Work Our Hands
Sunday. There are also the regularly scheduled opportunities
for worship, ministry, and fellowship such as the Salvation Army
Soup Kitchen lunch service on Sept.30th (and the three days of
preparation leading up to the serving); weekly bible studies;
various committee meetings and adult education classes. You
can read more about these in this issue of the Messenger's
Voice.
I mention our activities not only to reinforce up-coming
events but to remind myself, and all of us, of the intention behind
these activities. Why feed lunch to total strangers, some who
may or may not appreciate it? Why attend worship, bible study
or ACES class? Why have festivals (besides the funds they
raise?) Why do God's Work Our Hands activities like the one we
are planning with Zion Lutheran and their Street Soldiers
ministry? And let's not forget committee meetings, why
participate in them? Sometimes I lose focus on the why and get
deep into the weeds about the when and the how related to
many of these activities. Forgetting the why can leave us like a
ship on rough seas without an anchor. We can become
overwhelmed, irritable, anxious, or hyper-absorbed in the doing,
losing the joy that comes with remembering why we are doing
these things. Pastor's sermon on Aug. 21st asked us to imagine
the all-knowing, grace giving and healing Christ in our presence.
You know where I am going with this, right? (con’t on p. 2)
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JESUS is the why. As Christ followers we are called to be present in our community,
sharing who we are and what we're about with them. We're called to feed the hungry, whether
they are grateful or not. We participate in and care about our congregation by participating in
those committee meetings. We make the time to worship and read, listen, and share at those
bible studies and ACES classes to reinforce or learn more about our faith, sometimes taking
away a new perspective. We were told to feed, clothe, and care for the least of our neighbors,
God's beloved. We do it because of Jesus, because we follow him and try to be more like him.
Remembering this we can have joy in the doing. So, let's get doing, and take a moment to
remember the why.
Mike Mehigan
Council President
Outreach Committee’s latest story way along Glen Ave.
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A Message from the Pastor
Grace to you and peace
shared generously with
you from Jesus! And
from me!

I was speaking with one of you the
other day about a conversation you had with a
friend. This person shared how amazed she
was at how much we do here at Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church! This friend
happened to be part of a much larger
congregation in a larger town, and we run
rings around them!
Now I share that with just a little bit of
glee and pride for the work we do together
here. We often talk about how we need
volunteers to help with various projects.
Sometimes we even worry we don't have
enough, but it always seems you all step up
when needed. (PLEASE sign up so we know
you're helping and save us the worry!) So let
me remind you of all we have going on in the
days and weeks ahead! There are plenty of
details in the pages that follow.
• August 28th - Jess Rossler's nephew,
Ryker, will be baptized. His sister, Vellie,
and mom, Erica, will join.
• September 4th - Celebration Sunday! We
will celebrate all our members and friends
with birthdays in September.
• September 11th - We return to two services
(9 & 11 am). No more evening service.
We will remember the victims of and first
responders to the 9/11 sites, and their
families. In the midst of this solemn
remembering, we'll also celebrate new
members here at Our Redeemer during
fellowship time, and a baptism at the 11 am
service! There will be cake! Please come
and wear your name tags!

• September 18th - German Fest (11:30 am 3 pm)
• September 25th - Fleece Blanket Tying
during fellowship time
• October 2nd - Celebration Sunday! We will
celebrate all our members and friends with
birthdays in October. We will "officially"
welcome everyone back from summer and
join in our "God's work. Our hands." Day.
• October 9th - Craft Fellowship between
services
• October 30th - Reformation/Confirmation
Sunday! Don't forget to WEAR RED!! We
will enjoy a cake reception between
services in honor of our Confirmands.
Details elsewhere in this newsletter. I just
wanted you all to see the rather impressive list
of all we're doing in the next two months.
ALL these events need YOU:
• to make them happen (volunteer and
attend!)
• to encourage those who are working these
events
• to be present to welcome and talk with
friends and visitors and new members and
current ones, keeping our family of faith
strong and connected and growing
All the outreach and events in the world
can't tell others that Jesus loves them unless
you use your hands and feet and voices. It's
not just the place and event. It's the people,
the caring, and the relationships that matter
most!
Walk with Jesus. Live like Jesus.
Share Jesus in all you do.
~Pastor Dan
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A Personal Note of Thanks!
I am grateful for the opportunity to take
a sabbatical starting on September 21st. I am
hopeful to pick up a few new skills and
"languages" to use as Our Redeemer and the
whole Church moves and grows into the
future.
I will return the week before
Reformation Sunday and be ready to confirm
Brady Weatherwax and Connor Blick. In my
absence, Pastor Dave Preisinger will be here
to cover needs and emergencies. I cannot
promise to return phone calls or emails in a
timely way, so please share your concerns or
issues with Pastor Dave or Melissa. I know
this church runs well, and works and plays well
together, so you'll hardly notice I'm gone.
Keep up the good work and keep sharing
Jesus!
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via Zoom, on the Book of James at the end of
August. However, the Wednesday morning
Bible Study on 1st Corinthians will continue in
September until he leaves on sabbatical.
Finally, our Adult Christian Educational
Series (ACES) classes on the Book of
Genesis will continue in September, after the
10 am service on September 4th and between
services thereafter. We may have to skip a
week on occasion due to other Sunday events
at the church, so be sure to check your
bulletins, as well as the Friday emails!
Fred Hutchison
Education Trustee

“God's work.
Our hands.” Day

~Pastor Dan

What’s New in
Christian Education?
The seasons may change (whether we
want them to or not), but Christian education
is something that is constant here at Our
Redeemer throughout the year! I’m glad to be
able to report that the Sunday School staff has
put together a great course program for their
2022-23 school year, and that classes are
scheduled to begin at 9:45 on September 18th.
Let’s hope that there is a good turnout of the
young people in our congregation to take
advantage of the hard work of our Sunday
School staff.
It’s also good to report that Pastor Dan
has successfully proceeded with his
confirmation classes. This means that we will
be confirming, for the first time since Covid-19
struck, new members to our congregation at
the end of October. This is something for all of
us to look forward to. Pastor Dan will also
wrap up the Wednesday evening Bible Study,

"Kindness changes everything". That
is the saying on a lovely hanging picture
recently given to a Friday Family Lunch
Program attendee from one of the volunteers.
"Kindness changes everything". That is one
of the reasons we do FFLP. To extend the
kindness and love of Jesus working through
our FFLP team to those who enter to receive
both a lunch and kindness. Our Redeemer is
good at extending kindness to others in terms
of feeding the hungry, raising funds to support
food ministries, and providing toothpaste,
shampoo, and soap for the food pantries. We
will have another opportunity on October 2nd to
extend kindness to those in need.
On October 2nd, as we take part in
“God’s work. Our hands.” Day, Our Redeemer
is making a commitment to support the
grassroots organization called Street Soldiers
which is located at Zion Lutheran Church's
parking lot each Sunday for an hour or two
serving fellow humans. Zion Lutheran was
our "mother church" when we were just an
infant church, so it is fitting we repay their
support.
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In the words of Maura Furey, the
Schenectady coordinator, "We meet every
Sunday in the church parking lot, all year, no
matter the weather. We set up about 24
folding tables & share the same "departments"
each week including:
~ Hot Food
~ Desserts
~ Drinks
~ Housewares
~ Pet Food

~ Hygiene
~ Babies and Kids
~ Clothing
~ Books
~ Toys

We collect donations of new and gently used
items from the community and share them
each week."
We can also collect new & gently used
winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves, snow
pants, heavy socks, and winter boots in all
sizes. This is when we will donate those
fleece blankets we have been tying as well.
Following the 9 am service, we will
enjoy Celebration Sunday and then proceed
with a number of activities that demonstrate
how we do “God’s work. Our hands.” We will
have things set up between services to make
100 sandwiches for Street Soldiers plus
additional sandwiches for a congregational
luncheon following the activities of the day.
We will also prepare and package a hot meal.
Those who wish to can add labels for the food
containers or pack a couple of toothbrushes
into plastic bags. There will be many ways to
change everything through kindness. Keep
your eyes and ears open for more details
about this truly wonderful sharing event.
Hopefully, Jesus will smile at our effort! Let's
make Him proud of us.

German Fest
German Fest is coming on September
18 from 11:30 to 3:00. Watch for the usual
sign-up sheets and remember to put your
name on one (or more) of those lines. The
th
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festival only works if everyone does their part.
As usual, we will have the German meal,
desserts, German music and craft vendors.
This is a fun community event. Mark you
calendars to be sure you attend and support
our fund raising for the food ministries we
support. We know that with higher prices on
many food items, it is harder than usual to
feed families. Let's be part of the solution.
When we feel that we can not do anything in
this crazy world of ours, opening our church to
the community and raising funds is certainly
one thing we can do.
We included a full page color flyer for
German Fest in this newsletter. Please share
it with a friend or family member to invite them
to attend or hang it on a public bulletin board
for the community to see.
Janice Walz
Outreach/Social Ministry Trustee

Why Is Cheerful
Giving So
Important?
We are told that “God loves a cheerful
giver,” or, stated differently, “God loves people
who love to give.” 2 Cor. 9:7. But why does
our attitude toward giving matter? When we
look at the record of our individual giving at
the end of the year, what do we see? We see
how much we gave to Our Redeemer. It
doesn’t tell us why we gave. It doesn’t tell us
whether we were happy or sad when we gave.
All it tells is the bottom line amount. Isn’t this
the only thing that’s really important? After all,
when we have our annual meeting in January,
we look at whether our giving was sufficient to
cover our expenses. That’s what counts,
doesn’t it?
Well, I must admit that it’s very
tempting to think that way. Indeed, thinking in
that manner is how the world looks at things.
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But the apostle Paul tells us that we aren’t to
be conformed to the world’s view of things; we
are to be transformed by allowing God to
renew our minds. Romans 12:2. Paul also
tells us in 1st Cor., Chapter 13, that God has
a totally different way of looking at things than
the world around us has. Specifically, Paul
tells us that we can perform extraordinary acts
of piety, self-sacrifice and generosity (even
giving everything we own away to feed the
poor!) yet unless we do those things in a spirit
of Christian love, they gain us nothing in God’s
eyes. 1 Cor. 13:1-3.
So Paul points to an entirely new way
of looking at our stewardship. What motivates
you? Do you give to Our Redeemer out of a
sense of obligation? Do you give to simply
keep the church above water? Do you give to
the church to get the benefit of an income tax
deduction? Or can you honestly say that you
give out of a spirit of Christian love, to further
God’s work in our church, our community and
our world? We’ll be taking a look at these
questions in this Fall’s Stewardship Campaign.
The hope is that the campaign will help us all
become better stewards and givers, not only in
what we give but, even more importantly,
WHY we give.
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you don't need to spend lots of time baking.
We are also seeking volunteers to provide
cupcakes for Celebration Sundays through the
end of the year. Please see me or Melissa if
you have any questions.
Ginny Weston will lead Craft Fellowship
between services on October 9th.
If you have an idea for a future
fellowship event please let me know. The
Fellowship Committee meets on September
8th at 6 pm.
Cindy Holman
Fellowship Trustee

Worship Opportunities
As I'm writing this, temperatures are
hovering in the mid 90's and it's hard to
imagine September, much less October. But,
like it or not, fall is coming and with it all of the
holidays and traditions that make the
transition to winter slightly less painful.

Fred Hutchison
Stewardship Trustee

From the Fellowship Committee
We had a great turn out for the Valley
Cats game and our Garage Sale. Thank you
to all who participated and enjoyed these
fellowship times.
Celebration Sunday for
September Birthdays will take place
on September 4th. Thank you to Mary
Rainey and Janice Walz for providing
the cupcakes.
We have posted sign-up sheets on the
bulletin board by the coffee cups for
volunteers to pick a Sunday to provide snacks
for Coffee Fellowship. Simple snacks are fine;

We will resume our regular two service
schedule on Sunday, September 11th with a
remembrance of those who died on that day in
the 2001 terrorist attacks. German Fest
returns on September 18th and we will begin
October with "God's work. Our hands."
Sunday on October 2nd.
The altar paraments will remain green
through September and much of October, but
when the weather starts to cool, look for the
change from our white and green summer
paraments to the darker green of our winter
altar.
Gail Beatty
Worship & Music Trustee
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Birthdays

9/01
9/01
9/02
9/03
9/04
9/04
9/05
9/05
9/05
9/06
9/11
9/12
9/14
9/16
9/19
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/29
9/30

Nora Guzewich
Dan O'Connor
Janette Wood
Izabella Riegel
Doug Ives
Peter Nowak
Jeff Silvernail
Norm Dion
Linda Nowak
Linda Silvernail
Connor Weatherwax
Emma Riegel
Glenn Adams
Janice Walz
Kathy Salerno
Cameron McKenna
Ken Larsen
Chris Stecher
Ruth Stecher
Susan Rainey
Doris Hering
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S-G Food Pantry for our
April-May-June contributions
in the amount of $194.49 and
for our donation of $150.00
through our 2022 Budgeted
Benevolences.

Pastoral Acts

A memorial service for
Thaddeus Raushi was held
at Our Redeemer on
August 9, 2022.

Men’s Group
John Torelli will host our next
meeting at his house on
September 8th.

There has been a national
phone number called the
Suicide Hotline for years.
Recently it was updated to a
three digit number: 9-8-8.
When anyone calls or texts
988, they are connected to
trained counselors in the
lifeline network. If someone
you know wrestles with
suicidal thoughts, please call
this number! Help is out
there!

German Fest
Volunteers Needed!!

Thank You

We received words of thanks
from:
Bethesda House for our
donation of sandwich fixings
in the month of August.

The lesson will be:
Investing in Yourself
(Using your gifts)
Romans 12:1-8
page 1581
All men 18 and older are
welcome to join us. If you
would like more information,
please contact me.

Don’t Forget to Sign-Up
to help during German Fest!!

Chuck Cox
Habitat for Humanity for a
donation of $100.00 from a
member of the congregation.

We rely on a number of
volunteers to make the
event a success!!
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September at a Glance
Meetings at the Church
Sept 1 Outreach Committee Meeting 7 pm
Sept 6 WELCA Meeting 6:30 pm
Sept 8 Fellowship Committee Meeting 6 pm
Sept 15 Property Committee Meeting 7 pm
Sept 20 Council Meeting 7 pm
Sept 23 Messenger’s Voice Mailing 11 am
Events/Special Services at Church
Sept 4 Celebration Sunday
Sept 18 German Fest (11:30 am - 3 pm)
Sept 25 Fleece Blanket Tying (between services)
Deadlines
Sept 5 Council Meeting Reports
Sept 18 October Messenger Voice Articles
Reminders
Sept 5 Labor Day ~ Offices Closed

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church
Sept 8

Men’s Group Meeting 7 pm
Host: John Torelli

Sept 30

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen

Ongoing
Bible Study ~ Wednesdays; 11:30 am
September 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
Evening Bible Study ~
~ On hiatus during Pastor Dan’s Sabbatical ~
ACES ~ Sundays;
Following 10 am Service
September 4th
Between Services
September 11th, 18th, 25th

Women of the ELCA

WELCA will meet to assemble the Personal Care kits at our meeting on Tuesday,
September 6th (6:30 pm) in the Fellowship Hall.
Thanks to all of you for your donations during Lent and a special shout out to Gail Beatty
for applying for a Thrivent Action Grant (Yay Gail!) we will have more than 20 kits to donate to
Lutheran World Relief. How many more? We will announce that in the October Messenger’s
Voice.
Do you have a topic or Bible Study that you would like to discuss at a future WELCA
meeting? Contact one of us to explore that option.
Linda DeBraccio and Mary Rainey

As for me and my house,
................................................................................................ ...........

The
Messenger’s
Voice

................................................................................................ ..........

we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
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