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Maybe it’s a  

combination of new 

occurrences and the 

cumulative repetitive 

patterns of a calendar 

year that make each 

year seem to fly by, the too familiar and the unfamiliar 

happening simultaneously. Whatever it is that makes 

time pass faster each year, we can choose to either have 

a “been there, done that” attitude or we can stay  

actively engaged in the life that goes on around us. I 

guess it all comes down to our circumstances and 

whether we feel motivated to participate. Participation 

can keep us connected, give us a sense of purpose, give 

us a break from our problems and enrich our spiritual 

life. Hebrews 13:16 says “Do not neglect to do good 

and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God.” As our congregation steps into  

another year of changes, challenges, possibilities and 

growth, my prayer is that we choose to stay engaged 

and participate wherever the Spirit moves us. So much 

goes on here and we have constant opportunities to  

participate in the life of our church and its many  

ministries. I ask that each of us consider ways that we 

can stay engaged or if you find you haven’t been  

actively participating, prayerfully consider how you 

can be part of God’s work here at Our Redeemer. What 

gets you excited, what fills your spiritual needs, what 

gives you a sense of purpose? Check out the  

Messenger’s Voice articles and calendars for December 

and January, come to Worship, stay for fellowship, see 

where you can join in with this vital and caring  

community, or start something new. We need you and 

more importantly, Jesus needs you to do his Father’s 

work, no matter how big or small. I truly believe that 

we each have a place and an important purpose here at 

Our Redeemer. Participation might not make time pass 

slower, but it’s time well spent.  

God’s peace be with you. 

~Mike Mehigan, Council President 

December 2022/January 2023 

President’s Message 
Welcome to December and January. I don’t know about you all, but as  

I write this article, I find myself wondering where this year went? When  

I was a young boy, my grandfather told me that me that the years go by 

faster as you get older, and I think I am understanding what he meant.  
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SPOTLIGHT ON... 
Cindy Schulte! 

     Cindy Schulte is the "new"  
|person on the Mutual Ministry 
Committee.  She joins Ron Pucci 
and Kelli Torelli, both of whom did 
time as Elders. In the transition  
between Elders and Mutual  
Ministry, Cindy got on board. 
Here's what she had to say about 
herself:  
     “I have lived in Scotia for more 
than 45 years and returned to  
membership at ORLC more than  
10 years ago to add to our PK 
group” My husband Tom and I  
have two children and one  
wonderful grandson. 
     After retiring from public health 

nursing after a 40 + year career        
I now enjoy volunteering at ORLC, 
especially with the Property  
Committee and assisting with the 
Salvation Army lunch program.  
I look forward to contributing to 
new opportunities in our church 
community.” 
     The PK group is the  
Preacher’s Kids that we have a n  
abundance of at Our Redeemer!  
She is also one of our many Cindy’s 
here too! Her work on the Property 
team is quite often outside with the 
grounds. Please feel free to talk to 
with her about any concerns you 
have about the property or about the 
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A Message from the Pastor 
It is nice to be back here in Scotia after my sabbatical. Well mostly. It has indeed been a bit hectic 

with Melissa receiving a new job offer and accepting it. I know many of you miss her, as do I. 

     I am also glad to report that we have a number of 
prospects for this job and are sorting out our options. 
I am grateful for the help offered and the things 
done around here. I am especially thankful for those 
who stepped in this interim time to make things  
happen, both during my sabbatical and in the last 
few weeks.  
     We have some well-timed Church Year seasons 
coming up. Advent helps us chill in the midst of the 
world getting all wound up over the holidays and 
gifts and lights!  Advent averts our gaze to the  
coming child, quietly yet joyfully born.  This season 
allows us to focus on the gift given to us! 
     Christmas gives us 12 days of great joy and  
celebration!  Jesus is born! He is the answer to  
prayer, the hoped-for Messiah, the one who will 
bring light and life to all people! This season quickly  
follows with Epiphany, a season of growth of the 
Church and of faith.   
     After all the shouting of candidates running for 
election, we could use some quiet time. After all the 
threats and predictions of mass chaos and violence 
and protests (that mostly didn’t happen…), we could 
use some focus on God at work around us and  
within us.  God is good, all the time. Especially in 
those times where we get caught up in so much else. 
     The New Year offers a sense of hope, of starting 
over, similar to Advent and Christmas.  What is it 
about this darkest time of the year (in our hemi-
sphere anyway), that brings us times of hope and 
anticipation? Whatever it is, God certainly shares 
the light with us in bold and powerful ways. We  
are blessed by basking in this light. We can be a 
blessing to others by sharing this light with them! 
     Let’s take that light shared so generously with us 
in Jesus and share it with others. Those we live with, 
share that light and joy and peace with all. Those we 
work with, share that light with joy and good  

attitudes and helpfulness. Those we live near, even 
those we may not know so well or like so much.  
Share that light and joy with them in surprising 
ways, that they too might have a chance to feel  
Jesus near to them.   
     In this time of shorter daylight and longer  
darkness, sharing that light of Jesus is even more  
important. For people who wrestle with depression 
or are seasonally affected these winter months,  
that light and joy and grace and peace is  
REALLY helpful. 
     So in the days ahead, with joys and sorrows,  
sunny days and snowy ones, live in the light of 
Christ.  Share the joy. The peace. The grace. Live  
in that light, whether you are sharing greetings of 
“Merry Christmas” or “Happy New Year” or 
“Blessed January 14th!” What’s January 14th you 
ask? Just another day to celebrate being a precious, 
beloved, baptized child of God! 
     Blessings through Advent, Christmas and into  
the new year! 
 

Peace! 
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A group of twenty-four 
singers recently gave birth 
to a newly compose piece 
by Amsterdam native,  
Maria Riccio Bryce.  The 
piece is called “Requiem: 
A Memory of Love”.  It is power-
ful, poignant, and encourag-
ing.  Maria writes that “Love is as 
strong as Death and Love never 
fails”.  
At the climax of the piece, she 
proclaims that Love is immortal, 
unbroken, unending, victorious, 
and invincible.  That is the Love 
God has for us as we celebrate the 
birth of His Son, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ at Christmastime.   
     As we reflect on these words,  
it brings to mind the work that the 
100th Anniversary Committee is 
doing. Our celebration will cover 
several  months in 2025 and 2026 
as the creation of our congregation 
as an entity and the building of 
this place happened over several 
years. The congregation and the 
building were built on Love. The 
recognition that God loves us so 
much that He sent his son to live 
among us. To share the lives that 
we live. The pain and illnesses we 
suffer both physical and mentally. 
Of course, we know that Jesus will 
also die for us. But at the end, his 
death and resurrection are, to 
quote Maria, “immortal, unbro-
ken, unending, victorious, and 
invincible.” 
     This is the message that all of 
us, in our own style and manner, 
can spread to others. Sometimes 
we are nervous about mentioning 
God to others, but some people are 
just waiting to hear the Good 
News. Just s Maria strove to bring 
to life her new work in praise of 
love and, especially, God’s eternal 

OUTREACH                                 

Committee Reports 

love, we can perhaps 
bring that to others 
through speaking of 
God and his love for 
others.  Sometimes, 
things like our Advent 

trees outside the church of our 
Story Way are ways that can 
help you to begin a conversa-
tion. That is their purpose. Use 
them was a place to open that 
conversation about God’s love 
for us. 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

     Phew, in the last two 
months, we have really outdone 
ourselves in providing for  
others in need. We had a  
terrific God’s Work Our Hands 
Day. Giving both items for 
warmth and for hungry t 
tummies. We collected all sorts 
of items for the Thrivent  
Challenge. Hopefully, you were 
able to see the table piled high 
with cans, bottles, and item to 
feed those in need. As someone 
who participates in the —
excuse me — Catholic Charities 
— food give-aways, there is 
still plenty of need out there. 
But as workers for Christ, there 
is always more to do. Watch in 
the New Year for the dates for 
fleece blanket work and our 
new ministry of making  
mini-fleeces for kittens and 
puppies.  
     THANK YOU ALL that 
support our social ministry  
efforts. Nothing is done  
without you.  

~Janice Walz,  
Outreach/Social  
Ministry Trustee 

FELLOWSHIP 

Thank you to 
Jess and Kristen 
Rossler  and  
Cindy Schulte 
and Katie  
Armstrong for 
provide cupcakes 
for our November and December  
Celebration Sundays. We will 
celebrate our January Birthdays 
on January 1st!  Watch for the 
2023 sign-up sheets for Coffee 
Fellowship and Celebration  
Sundays on the Bulletin Board by 
the coffee cups.  
     I have received a Thrivent 
Grant for our Christmas Cookies 
for the Community Fellowship to 
be held on December 10th at 1 
p.m.  We will be baking,  
decorating and packaging  
Christmas Cookies for  
distribution at the Stratton VA 
Hospital in Albany and Street 
Soldiers in Schenectady. Cookies 
will also be made for decorating 
during the Stories at the Stable 
event to be held on December 
11th.  Lots of bakers and  
decorators will be needed to 
make the event successful! 
     If decorating cookies isn’t 
your thing – come out for some 
fellowship and help us get the 
Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary 
decorated on December 11th at  
2 p.m.  This is a fun event and 
you might just get to sample 
some of cookies being made.  
     Our next meetings will be held 
on November 30th at 6 pm and 
January 5th at 6 pm. 

~Cindy Holman,  
Fellowship Trustee 



LOOKING AHEAD 

 

     As I write 

this I’m look-

ing ahead,  

because we do 

not yet have the results of whether 

we met the Matching Gift  

challenge for our Stewardship 

Campaign. 

     So I’m writing this on faith. 

However, it isn’t blind faith. It’s 

faith based upon the belief that 

God provides for us, as well as 

based upon the congregation’s 

response to past challenges. Time 

and again, the congregation at Our 

Redeemer has stepped up with 

generous giving to meet our  

financial challenges. This gives 

me the assurance to confidently 

write that the Matching Gift of 

$17,500 will be met, which will 

give our church finances a 

$35,000 boost. 

     Even with this boost though, 

we still need to have the benefit of 

everyone’s faithful stewardship 

during Advent in order to meet 

our budget for the year. 

     The Christmas season is always 

very important to our church  

finances, and, as is the case with 

the Stewardship Campaign’s 

Matching Gift, the congregation at 

Our Redeemer has historically 

stepped up its giving in order to 

end the calendar year (which is 

also, of course, our financial year) 

on a positive note. Let’s make sure 

we do this in 2022 as well! 

~Fred Hutchison,  

Stewardship Trustee 

STEWARDSHIP                    EDUCATION 

Committee Reports 
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WHAT’S  

NEW IN  

EDUCATION 

 

     No matter the  

season, educational  

opportunities abound here at Our 

Redeemer. First let’s start with our 

youngest students. Sunday 

School’s focus in December will 

be on the wonderful Christmas 

story and the birth of Jesus, who is 

God’s greatest gift to our fallen  

humanity. Beginning in January, 

the Sunday School classes will be 

returning to the New Testament, 

and the students will learn about 

some of the miracles Jesus  

performed. These miracles include 

Jesus walking on water and  

calming the seas, which teaches 

the lesson that we must keep our 

faith and trust in Him and in God. 

This is a good reminder for all of 

us! Please note that Sunday 

School will not be held on  

Christmas or New Year’s Day. 

     Pastor Dan will also be  

continuing his Wednesday day-

time Bible Studies on 1st  

Corinthians during the coming 

weeks. He may be forced to take a 

week off now and then during the 

Christmas season, so please check 

the Sunday bulletins, as well as 

your Friday emails, for scheduling 

details. These classes have been 

both informative and entertaining, 

so please join us! Pastor Dan will 

also be resuming his Wednesday 

evening Bible Studies, via Zoom, 

in January. Once again, please be 

  sure to  look at 

  the Sunday  

  bulletins and 

Friday emails for more infor-

mation on this, including the 

dates for the same and the topic 

to be covered. 

     Finally, our Adult Christian 

Educational Series (ACES) will 

also continue between Sunday 

services in December and  

January. We will finally wrap 

up our study of the Book of 

Genesis, as well as take a look 

at all we have learned from 

Genesis. We will also begin our 

study of the Book of Exodus 

and the story of Moses and the 

Ten Commandments. Feel free 

to join us! Please note that, as  

is the case with Sunday School, 

ACES will not be held on 

Christmas or New Year’s Day. 

     All the people at Our  

Redeemer who provide the  

educational opportunities that 

we offer wish everyone in the 

congregation a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. May 

2023 be a year when we all 

grow in our knowledge of  

the Lord! 

~Fred Hutchison,  

Education Trustee 
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     It’s not too 
early, I think,  
to wish all of 
you a Happy 
New Year – a 
Happy New 
Church Year, 
that is.   No-
vember 27th is 
the 1st Sunday in Advent this year 
and the first day of a new  
liturgical year.  The beginning of 
the church year tends to get  
overshadowed by Thanksgiving 
and the frenzy of Christmas  
preparation but what better time  
to is there than between  
Thanksgiving and Christmas to 
stop for just a few minutes to look 
back over the past year and to 
consider how we will move  
forward into the new year. This 
year we will again be singing 
Holden Evening prayer at the 4 
Wednesday evening service on 
11/30, 12/7,12/14 and 12/21.  The 
service on the 21st will be a dark 
night focused service. 
     The Christmas Eve candlelight 
services this year will be at 4 PM 
and 7 PM and because Christmas 
Day this year falls on a Sunday 
we will worship at 10 AM.  Come 
as you are - Pajamas and all.  New 
Year’s Day worship will be at 
10AM also with a service of  les-
sons and Carols. 
     Wishing you all a blessed and 
peaceful New (church) Year! 

~Gail Beatty  

Worship & Music Trustee 

PROPERTY 
WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

Fellowship Hall Walls: 
 
     We will be cleaning the carpeted walls used for sound proofing. 
There are several stains we’d like to remove. 

~ Al  Zielaskowski,  Property Trustee 

Garden Club Report  
     Thank you Cindy Schulte for your amazing leadership. Much 
thanks to Warren and the Cox's for removing a junk tree and get-
ting many leaves out to the curb. Sue D also worked hard at re-
moving much of the wilted hostas. As usual we still have more to 
do before the snow falls.  
     If you could help with any of the tasks below, please let me 
know. There are recycling bags in the shed. 

 Circle cross garden: pull geraniums but leave dusty millers.  
Cut back sedum, iris leaves, any other grasses. 

 "Garbage can" garden: remove hosta leaves and any annuals 

 Raking leaves: wind has pushed leaves into corner outside kitchen 
window and in back of the garden shed. They need to be raked out  
or bagged before December   

 Trim coreopsis in sign garden to about 6-8" 

 Remove any other annuals we missed 

 Return 2 decorative urns to garden shed using hand truck stored in 
furnace room 

     Finally, we are always looking for more garden club members 
so please help to promote the need and encourage people to join us. 
Many folks say they do not know much about gardening but we 
offer a great way to learn! 
     Thanks to everyone for all your work over the 2022 season 

~Cindy Schulte  Garden Club 

Fellowship Hall Bathroom Renovation 

First time visitors to our church often base their first impressions 
on elements we take for granted.  Many areas of our church and 
grounds are in good shape, but our fellowship hall bathrooms have 
not aged gracefully.   Built in the late 1950’s, the bathrooms clear-
ly look old.  Our men’s room bathroom stalls are undersized and 

cramped for adults of today.   Although our building is likely ex-
empt from current ADA compliance, helping to make our 
building accessible allows equal access to all.  The fel-
lowship bathrooms are an area used by the public for all 
our outside events and building meetings.  The heavy use 



     Is your jar almost full yet? 

Is it full? Ours is full!! We just 

need to decide who to gift it to. 

Remember the Christmas Jars 

are to be gifted anonymously. 

If you need help deciding who to gift your jar 

to, Pastor Dan may be able to help you with 

some suggestions. 

     A Christmas Jar will be left in the Narthex 

for anyone who did not start their own Christ-

mas Jar but who wishes to share the message 

of Hope. If you want to start your own jar 

(you can use any type of jar — pickle,  

tomato sauce or canning) for 2023.  Let me 

know and I will be sure to have tags available 

to place on your jar 

     Remember our library has the movie and 

books available for you to borrow. Sharing the 

movie with your family over the holidays 

would be a lot of fun. It is truly a Message  

of Hope! 

~Cindy Holman 

CHRISTMAS JARS WORSHIP AT   
OUR REDEEMER 
during the next few weeks:  

Advent Services 
     Advent begins November 27. Wednesdays in Advent we’ll  
gather for Holden Evening Prayer at 7pm.  We’ll reflect on the 
changing of the seasons in nature, in the church year, and in life. 
Renny Tallman will be playing for these services. Please come,  
invite friends and neighbors. 
 
Christmas Eve 
     This is one of those years when Christmas Eve falls on a  
Saturday.  We’ll gather for our traditional Christmas Eve services  
at 4pm and 7pm. All are welcome to celebrate Jesus’ birth, with 
carols, candles, and communion. 
 
Christmas Day 
     Christmas Day on Sunday can only mean one thing:  
PAJAMAS!!  We’ll gather for one worship service at 10am.  
You are invited to wear your favorite (appropriate please)  
pajamas to church! We did this a few years back and it was a  
surprisingly big hit! We’ll join in more carols and communion 
and sharing Christmas joy with our sisters and brothers in Christ! 
 
New Year’s Day 
     With the way the weekends align, New Year’s Day falls on  
Sunday too! One service at 10am.  Lessons and Carols will be the 
liturgy for the day. You’ll be home in time for football! 
 
January 6 is Epiphany, the day we remember the Magi  
arriving to share their gifts with Jesus. These travelers from afar 
represent the announcement to all the world of God’s salvation 
being offered in Jesus. We won’t hold a special service that day, 
but you are encouraged to read that part of Jesus’ birth story and 
celebrate how God was so generous in sharing Jesus with all! 
 
January 8 is the Baptism of Our Lord, when we remember  
Jesus being baptized in the Jordan River. Wild man John the  
Baptist and the booming voice from heaven take center stage for 
this day! We will all affirm our Baptisms as water is thrown about 
during worship. 
 
The growing of the Church season of Epiphany continues until 
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22, 2023. On January 29, 
we’ll have our Annual Voters’ Meeting after the second service 
that day.  Watch for report due dates and information being shared 
in the coming weeks. 

 

ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING 

January 29th is the Annual Meeting of Our 
Redeemer  
Lutheran Church. 
We will meet after 
the second service 
and whatever food 
idea the Fellowship 
Committee comes 
up with this time! 
Their ideas have 
been delicious so far, so I’ll trust them to do 
it again! We will have a Zoom link as well, 
since it is now legal for non-profit organiza-
tions to meet and vote in hybrid meetings. 
     At this meeting we’ll discuss and vote on 
a budget, currently being crafted.  We’ll elect 
persons to represent us at the Upstate New 
York Synod Assembly in June. We’ll elect a 
Nominating Committee who will work to 
gather persons to serve on council as  
committee trustees or officers. We’ll take 
time to hear from you  I’m sure more will be 
on the agenda. Mark your calendars now! 
Hope to see you in person or at least on 
Zoom that day! 
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     12/01 Richard Rainey 

     12/03 Matthew Gogis 

     12/04 John Torelli 

     12/05 Betty Cristiano 

     12/05 Kyle Jerreld 

     12/08 Emma Herron 

     12/09 Veronica May 

     12/09 Rylee Keeter 

     12/09 Preston Willis 

     12/15 Helen Betz 

     12/16 Addie Countermine 

     12/20 Pete Gogis 

     12/21 Jennifer Phillips 

     12/22 George Hall 

     12/22 Rick Tessitore 

     12/26 Paul Rice 

     12/28 Corey McKenna 

 

 

 

 

 

      1/01 Cindy Friedman 

     1/01 Pamela Townsend 

     1/04 Jenny Chapman 

     1/06 Gail Beatty 

     1/06 Heidi Steubing 

     1/10 Travis Herron 

     1/12 Marissa Martin 

     1/16 Molly Holman 

     1/16 Pam Robinson 

     1/17 Pat Grimsey 

     1/17 Grace O’Connor 

     1/19 Gladys Cox 

     1/25 Gianna Riegel 

     1/27 Ronald Phillips 

 

 

 

 

 

We received 

words of 

thanks from: 

     

Scotia Food Pantry for monetary  

donations in July and August. 

     Chuck Cox for all of the prayers 

and well wishes for my recovery. It 

worked and I’m doing well. 

     Connor Blick wanted to thank the 

entire church for everything you’ve 

done to support me through my  

confirmation. Thank you all so much! 

     Melissa Jerreld -  Dear Members 

and Friends at Our Redeemer  

Lutheran Church.– These last few 

weeks have been a bit of an  

emotional roller coaster for me and I 

am so blessed to have received the 

love and support I have always felt 

from my church family! 

     I thank you all for your extremely 

generous monetary gifts and for the 

lovely party. I especially thank Cindy 

Holman and Mike Mehigan for all of 

their hard work planning such a  

wonderful event in such a short period 

of time! 

     There is no way to put into words 

how much I have enjoyed my position 

as Administrative Assistant and being 

able to serve God while doing what I 

love! 

     I will truly miss being part of the day 

to day functions of the church and see-

ing your smiling faces! 

     Brady Weatherwax for the  

confirmation gifts and all of the  

teachings from Pastor, Cindy Holman 

and my church family for their  

support. 

     Bethesda House for our donation 

of sandwich fixings in 

the month of October 

and November.  

 

We recently received another deposit 

from Dan and Grace O’Connor! Thank 

you! 

Thrivent Choice policy holders please 

remember to pass along your Thrivent 

dollars by the end of the year! Thanks 

to all who have supported Our Re-

deemer in this way! 

Confirmed Brady Weatherwax and 

Connor Blick on October 30, 2022 

 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 



December/January at a Glance December/January at a Glance 

Meetings at the Church 

 

 

 

Events/Special Services at Church 

 

 

 

 

Deadlines 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

 

Meetings/Events Outside of the Church 

Date 

Date 

Ongoing 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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As for me and my house, 

we will serve the Lord. 

Joshua 24:15 
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